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U
.S

. S
h

ow
ed F

orce 215 T
im

es S
in

ce 
F

O
R

C
E

, F
rom

 A
l 

T
iirkisla

- 	
independence ' by the S

o- 
- let U

nion). 
T

he m
ost recent incident in the re-

- ort w
as the pow

erful naval and U
.S

. 
iarine C

orps task force sent in con- 
ectio

n
 w

ith
 th

e rescu
e o

f th
e U

.S
. 

ierchant ship M
ayaguez in C

am
bod-

in w
aters • in M

ay, 1975. A
lthough 

h
ere h

av
e b

een
 sev

eral "sh
o

w
 o

f 
orce" m

aneuvers since then—
notably 

it and sea forces sent tow
ard K

orea 
fter tw

o
 A

m
erican

 o
fficers w

ere 
filled in a dem

ilitarized zone incident 
ast A

u
g

u
st an

d
 U

.S
. fo

rces sen
t to

 
)ack up K

enya last July after threats 
rom

 U
ganda—

 the cutoff date for the 
3rookings com

pilation w
as O

ct 31, 
1975. 

U
.S

. strategic nuclear forces w
ere 

deployed for political effect in 33 in-
flam

es, m
ostly in the 1940s and 1950s, 

according to the report. T
he last in-

stance of a nuclear threat listed in
 the  

study w
as the w

orldw
ide U

S
. alert or-

dered during the O
ctober, 1973 M

id-
dle E

ast w
ar in an effort to deter S

o- 
viet participation. T

his and the 1862 
C

u
b
an

 m
issile crisis w

ere th
e o

n
ly

 
tw

o "overt and explicit threats" of nu-
clear force directed at the S

oviet U
n-

ion, according to the report. 
W

hen a U
.S

. aircraft w
as dow

ned 
over Y

ugoslavia in 1946, six B
-29s flew

 
"rath

er o
sten

tatio
u
sly

 an
d
 m

en
ac-

ingly" along the Y
ugoslav border, ac-

co
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e rep

o
rt. N

in
e o

th
er in

-
stan

ces in
v

o
lv

in
g

 strateg
ic n

u
clear 

fo
rces w

ere m
o
v
em

en
ts o

r alerts o
f 

A
ir F

orce strategic bom
bers involving 

ten
sio

n
s w

ith
 th

e S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 o

r 
C

hina. S
trategic A

ir C
om

m
and bom

-
bers w

ere flow
n to U

ruguay in 1947 
and N

icaragua in 1954 w
ith the appar-

ent intention of reassuring U
.S

. allies. 

From
 the m

id-1950s to the m
id-1960s 

w
as th

e m
o
st activ

e p
erio

d
 fo

r U
.S

. 
political use of m

ilitary forces abroad, 
according to the report. A

n average of  

13.4 incidents per year took place dur-
ing the presidency of John. F

. K
en-

n
ed

y
, an

 av
erag

e o
f 9

.7
 in

cid
en

ts 
yearly during the L

yndon B
. Johnson 

adm
inistration, 7.3 incidents yearly 

during D
w

ight D
. E

isenhow
er's presi-

dency but 5 or few
er incidents yearly 

under H
arry S

. T
rum

an, R
ichard M

. 
N

ixon, and G
erald R

. F
ord. 

N
aval units participated in four out 

o
f ev

ery
 fiv

e o
f, the incidents, land-

b
ased

 air u
n

its in
 ab

o
u

t h
alf, an

d
 

ground com
bat units participated in 

one-fifth of the "show
 of force" inci-

dents. T
he analysts reported that, in 

general, the greater the U
.S

. com
m

it-
m

ent im
plied by the forces assigned, 

the m
ore successful w

as the im
pact 

an
d

 resu
lt. T

h
e u

se o
f strateg

ic n
u

-
clear forces and A

m
erican forces actu-

ally landed on foreign soil im
plied the 

greatest com
m

itm
ents, and also w

ere 
accom

panied by the greatest risks. 

A
n
 ex

am
in

atio
n
 o

f S
o
v
iet u

se o
f 

arm
ed

 fo
rces fo

r p
o

litical im
p

act  

ab
ro

ad
 su

g
g

ested
 th

at th
e R

u
ssian

s 
have been m

ore active far from
 hom

e 
after the achievem

ent of rough strate-
g
ic

 p
a
rity

 w
ith

 th
e
 U

n
ite

 S
ta

te
s 

around 1969. T
he report said S

oviet 
m

ilitary personnel have participated 
in three conflicts since the late 1960s 
—

th
e E

g
y

p
tian

 "w
ar o

f attritio
n

" 
against Israel, the civil w

ar in S
udan, 

and Iraq's w
ar against the K

urds. 

O
n

 th
e o

th
er h

an
d

, th
e R

u
ssian

s 
h
av

e alm
o
st n

ev
er in

stig
ated

 th
e 

crises in w
hich they have intervened 

since 1968, the report said. 

E
ven in the M

iddle E
ast, w

here the 
S

oviets have encouraged A
rab hostil-

ity
 to

 Israel, ten
sio

n
s h

av
e g

ro
w

n
 

m
ore fundam

entally out of local is-
sues, according to the study. In gen-
eral, S

oviet use of m
ilitary forces for 

political effect has been less provoca-
tive in its challenge to U

.S
. interests 

under party leader L
eonid I. B

rezh-
n
ev

 th
an

 in
 th

e N
ik

ita K
h
ru

sh
ch

ev
 

era, according to the studY
. 
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