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the R
eagan adm

inistration's Iran-
contra debacle has produced nu-
m

erous talking heads, each prom
-

ising to tell the "real story" of w
hat hap-

pened. T
w

o of the latest are C
onstantine C

. 
M

enges' Inside the N
ational Security C

oun-
cil: T

he T
rue Story of the M

aking and U
n-

m
aking of R

eagan's F
oreign P

olicy and Sam
-

uel S
egev's T

he Iranian T
riangle: T

he U
n-

told Story of Israel's R
ole in the Iran-C

ontra 
A

ffair. 
M

enges, a special assistant to the pres-
ident for national security affairs from

 1983 
through 1986, describes the infighting that 
plagued the R

eagan adm
inistration's nation-

al security apparatus. B
itter battles w

ere 

Steven E
m

erson, a senior editor at U
.S N

ew
s 

and W
orld R

eport, is the author of "Secret 
W

arriors: Inside the C
overt M

ilitary O
per-

ations of the R
eagan E

ra." 

fought over C
entral A

m
erica, the M

iddle 
E

ast, counterterrorism
, the C

aribbean and 
A

frica. B
ut this is not exactly new

. E
ver 

since the N
ixon era, such internal w

arfare, 
pitting the N

ational Security C
ouncil against 

th
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t, h
as b

eco
m

e th
e 

norm
 as each of those pow

er centers strove 
to control foreign policy. Y

et the severity of 
the acrim

ony, pettiness and backstabbing at 
the highest levels of the U

.S. governm
ent as 

described by M
enges is astounding. M

en-
ges' tale is m

ade even m
ore extraordinary 

by its revelations—
I dare say unintended—

about the seem
ing paranoia, egom

ania and 
naivete of a senior R

eagan adm
inistration 

official, M
enges him

self. 
M

en
g
es p

o
rtray

s- S
ecretary

 o
f S

tate 
G

eorge S
hultz as a rather unlikely D

arth 
V

ader, ruthlessly schem
ing to sabatoge the 

president's foreign policy. S
hultz's chica-

nery reaches new
 depths w

hen he goe..C
to  

the length of excluding M
enges from

 key 
m

eetings. 
M

enges is assiduous in painting him
self as 

the lone defender of R
eagan on the national 

security staff, arrayed against a grand con-
spiracy determ

ined to stifle M
enges at ev-

ery opportunity—
D

em
ocrats, the m

edia, 
even R

obert M
cFarlane and John Poindex-

ter. If only M
enges could get to the pres-

ident to w
arn him

 of the plot to conceal in-
form

ation from
 him

, there w
ould have been 

no problem
s. Indeed, M

enges believes that 
the Iran-contra affair w

ould never have hap-
pened if the president had received a per-
sonal letter from

 him
 in 19851—

in w
hich he 

says he outlined the "breakdow
n of the N

SC
 

decision-m
aking process" caused by the 

State D
epartm

ent. A
las, he says, that letter, 

though edited and blessed by D
irector of 

C
entral Intelligence W

illiam
 C

asey (M
en-

ges' hero) w
as blocked. T

hat M
enges ad- 

tually believes the Iran-contra affair to be 
caused by the S

tate D
epartm

ent, rather 
than a contem

ptuous disregard for the law
 

by top adm
inistration officials, including 

C
asey, is indicative of his book's problem

s. 

0
  N

E
 O

F
 the lingering m

ysteries in 
the Iran-contra affair is the pre-
cise nature of Israel's role, w

hich 
has never been thoroughly inves-

tigated—
publicly at least—

by the U
.S

. or 
Israeli governm

ents. W
hat w

as the exact 
nature of Israeli actions? W

hat w
as said or 

prom
ised to Iranian officials by Israeli and 

A
m

erican . officials in 1985 in clandestine 
m

eetings in E
urope? W

hat w
ere the covert 

operations planned by Israeli counterterror-
ism

 official A
m

iram
 N

ir (w
ho recently died 

in
 a p

lan
e crash

 in
 M

ex
ico

) an
d
 O

liv
er 

N
orth? 
W

ith T
he Iranian T

riangle, S
egev, a re-

spected colum
nist for the Israeli new

spaper, 
M

a aria, has w
ritten a disappointing book. 

T
hough the first third of S

egev's book pro-
vides a fascinating history of the m

ostly se-
cret relationship betw

een Israeli leaders 
an

d
 th

e S
h

ih
 o

f Iran
 g

o
in

g
 b

ack
 to

 th
e 

1950s, Segev is less than satisfying in trying 
to provide-the "untold story of Israel's role" 
in the Iran-contra affair. M

uch of it consists 
of rehashing m

aterial adequately covered in 
the investigations by C

ongress, the T
ow

er 
C

om
m

ission and the A
m

erican new
s m

edia. 
In one area, how

ever, Segev has obvious-
ly gained access to som

e highly placed Is-
raeli sources. H

e recounts the secret E
u-

ropean m
eetings in 1985 betw

een Israelis, 
Iranians and A

m
erican consultant M

ichael 
L

edeen. Y
et S

egev om
its other critical Is-

raeli m
aterial, to w

hich the present w
riter 

gained access, and w
hich reveals part of the 

secret Israeli-L
edeen plan. T

his m
aterial 

strongly suggests that L
edeen and the Is-

raelis plotted to help overthrow
 the K

ho-
m

eini regim
e by prom

ising w
eapons to var-

ious Iranian officials. 
T

here is also little new
 light shed on the 

m
ysterious activities of A

m
iran N

ir, w
ho 

abruptly squeezed out tw
o Israeli business-

m
en and took over for Israel the arm

s sales 
to Iran. 	
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inistration's nation-

al security apparatus. B
itter battles w

ere 

Steven E
m

erson, a senior editor at U
S N

ew
s 

and W
orld deport, is the author of "Secret 

L
IB

E
R

T
Y

 U
N

D
E

R
 S

E
IG

E
 

A
m

e
ric

a
n

 P
o

litic
s

, 1
9

7
6

-1
9

8
8

 
B

y W
alter K

arp 
H

olt. 255 pp. $19.95 

B
y

 D
avid H

aw
ard B

ain 

'B
E

R
M

' U
N

D
E

R
 SIE

G
E

 is an ex-
traordinary book. W

alter K
arp, 

t now
 a contributing editor %

 H
arp-

er's m
agazine,' has W

ritten' w
idely 

on A
m

erican political history, rtiostnotably 
in his last book,. The Politics of W

ar, , about 
A

m
erica's last great,struggle against en-

; trenched privilege• (1890-1920), and lahis 
Indispensabk, E

nem
ies, a brilliant study-  of 

party politics: For a tim
e his biw

eekly :po- 
 litical paper, The Public Life, w

hich.  featiired 
his essaysO

n Toil/6r -and public institutions, 

, 	
. 	

. 
D

avid H
aw

ard B
ain is the autho of "Sitting 

in D
aphne.= A

m
ericans in 14f Philippines" 

-and "A
ftershock47. 

the highest levels of the U
.S. governm

ent as 
described by M

enges is astounding. M
en-

ges' tale is m
ade even m

ore extraordinary. -, 
by its revelations—

I dare say unintended—
 • 

about -the seem
ing paranoia, egom

ania and 
 

naivete'of a senior -R
eagan adm

inistration 
official, M

enges him
self. 	

- 
M

enges • , portrays Secretary •• of -S
tate 

G
eorge

. Shultz as a. rather unlikely D
arth 

V
ader, ruthlessly schem

ing to sabatoge 

.,- 

.11.141  ' • 

, 
w

as 'as eagerly anticipated—
and bitterly 

feared=
as LF. Stone's .W

eekly, B
oth, 

standards for political discourse that sdl
y 

seem
 im

possibly high today in this season of 
non-debates and lapdog journafism

. 	
' 

K
arp bas been called a.jeffersortian for 

our tim
e, one of the last Pure ilem

otrats in 
the U

nited States. H
is surpassing gift lies in 

his ability:  to see previously undiscerned pat= 
terns'' in A

m
erican institutions, to Pull him

-
, self and his readers outside of xonV

entional 

ident to w
arn him

 of the plot to conceal in-
form

ation from
 him

, there w
ould have been 

no problem
s. Indeed, M

enges 'believes that 
the Iran-contra affair w

ould neverhaV
e hap-

pened if the president A
itilleneitel A

ler-
sonal letter from

 him
 iq:1985a4ii W

idth he 
says he outlined thebreldrdovin O

f ;be N
SC

 
decision-m
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ie

ste
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W
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-upa.vBsy. lass.  w
oun 

thinking about how
 poW

ni„ it -exertfised in 
this.nation. • '= 	

:  
T

he thesis of this kadflY
iL

ierty:T
.Inder.  

Siege is ihallelighig.' A
m

avici-in
 1

4
1

9
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0
 

bicentennial Stood,' w
riteaicA

ip; its thesix-. 
year'of a V

ast, elaiiotiiA
keiV

iilsthat 
w

as m
ainly dem

ocratic 	
putelyiletti- 

‘O
ciatic-  in its initcoitie;!•inil 'deeply -threat= 

ening to the nation's potticalestablislnoent, 
*
h

id
 w

atched w
ith increasing eniieti is its 

pow
er and authority steadily'eroded.*-T

he! 

raeli m
aterial, to w

hich the present w
riter 

gained access, and w
hich reveals part of the 

secret Israeli-L
edeen plan. T

his m
aterial , 

strongly suggests that L
edeen and the Is-

raelis plotted to help overthrow
 the K

ho-
roeini regim

e by prom
ising w

eapons to var- 
ious Iranian officials. 	

- 
1here is also little new

 light shed on the 
m

isterious activities of A
m

iran N
ir, w

ho 
A

bruptly squeezed out tw
o Israeli business- 

m
en and took over for Israel the arm

s sales 
to Iran; • 	

- 

V
ietnam

 debacle had eroded that establiai-
nient's single m

ost pow
erful political pron  

,national securitY
-7used at hom

e to &
scour- 

‘,. .,A
ke dissent and abroad in countless inter-

notions. A
nother serious shakeup occurred 

• 
D

em
ocratic Party in 1972, w

hen del-
A

gate-selecting Pow
er, w

as taken aw
ay from

 
-ale* tiaitk bosses and handed to voters in 

,i prinia.  ries oryarty caucuses. T
o such dem

- 
.. 	

, 
-ogat,piospect,*.says K

arp, "had existed 
since the rise of A

ndrew
 Jackson." 	

' 
: 	

key to C
arter's w

ide appeal in 1976 
_w

as that he w
as an outsider. It also killed his , 

presidency, but not, as is com
m

only 
thought, through C

arter's ineptitude. A
s . 

:K
arp com

Pellingly. illustrates, D
em

ocratic 
P

arty leadersInpunder H
ouse S

peaker .; 
;T

ip 	
and 

M
ajority L

eader Jim
 

W
right—

spitefully and :system
atically de-

stroyed 
 

 the'outsider by killing alm
ost ev-

ery legislative reform
 item

 on the C
arter 

▪
 igenda.7electotal, regulatory, w

elfare, tax 
kW

 and .41)0 jaw
 tefoini. It w

ould have 
‘;',#0#4fife regacy. ,  

'the other C
heek under his ow

n 
._party's C

oilatleis cruelties, C
arter grew

 in-
.re.asjPili' tim

id. B
y the end of his term

 he 
ipai'ibandoning his O

w
n Principles ,(and his 

Itiandate) to.w
in _Party approval, and 

everyone' hated ;him
 for it W

ithout 
,'Sixiw

ing just how
 m

uch or w
hy. M

eanw
hile, 

''O
rty regulars grew

 m
ore pow

erful as they.; 
fought and stuffed their coffers w

ith m
il- i 

Sons of dollars of corporate PA
C

 m
oney and 

-th
e
n
 v

o
te

d
 - - ' •_
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