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B
y R

O
B

E
R

T
 P

E
A

R
 

Special to T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, Jan. 6 —

 R
ecords of 

th
e 1

9
6

2
 C

u
b

an
 m

issile crisis, m
ad

e 
p
u
b
licly

 av
ailab

le to
d
ay

 fo
r th

e first 
tim

e, suggest that the U
nited S

tates did 
n

o
t g

iv
e M

o
sco

w
 an

y
 iro

n
clad

 assu
r-

an
ce th

at it w
o
u
ld

 refrain
 fro

m
 in

v
ad

-
ing C

uba. 
T

h
at d

isclo
su

re co
m

es as a su
rp

rise 
to

 so
m

e h
isto

rian
s o

f th
e crisis, w

h
o

 
b
eliev

ed
 th

at th
e S

o
v
iet lead

er, N
ik

ita 
S

. K
h
ru

sh
ch

ev
, h

ad
 ag

reed
 to

 rem
o
v
e 

S
o

v
iet in

term
ed

iate-ran
g

e b
allistic 

m
issiles fro

m
 C

u
b

a after receiv
in

g
 

su
ch

 an
 assu

ran
ce. 

P
h
ilip

 B
ren

n
er, a p

ro
fesso

r o
f in

ter-
national•relations at A

m
erican U

niver-
sity

 h
ere, an

d
 th

e N
atio

n
al S

ecu
rity

 
A

rchive, a nonprofit research institute,  o
b
tain

ed
 th

e reco
rd

s after filin
g
 a re-

q
u
est an

d
 a law

su
it u

n
d
er th

e F
reed

o
m

 
o
f In

fo
rm

atio
n
 A

ct. 
T

h
e reco

rd
s in

clu
d

e a series o
f let-

ters exchanged by M
r. K

hrushchev and 
P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
. M

r. B
ren

-
n
er said

 th
at 1

4
 letters m

ad
e av

ailab
le 

to
d
ay

 b
y
 th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t p

ro
v
id

e 
significant new

 insights into the m
issile 

crisis. T
h

e U
n

ited
 S

tates G
o

v
ern

m
en

t 
h
ad

 p
rev

io
u

sly
 released

 1
0

 K
en

n
ed

y
-

K
h
ru

sh
ch

ev
 letters b

earin
g
 o

n
 th

e cri-
sis, h

e said
. 

N
o Ironclad A

ssurance 
"U

n
til 4

 P
.M

. to
d
ay

, I b
eliev

ed
 th

at 
th

ere h
ad

 b
een

 a firm
 co

m
m

itm
en

t o
n
 

th
e
 p

a
rt o

f th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s n
o
t to

 
in

v
ad

e C
u
b
a," P

ro
fesso

r B
ren

n
er said

 
in

 an
 in

terv
iew

 to
n
ig

h
t. "O

v
er th

e last 
2
9
 y

ears, A
m

erican
 P

resid
en

ts h
av

e  liv
ed

 u
p

, to
 w

h
at w

e th
o

u
g

h
t w

as a 
co

m
m

itm
en

t. In
 fact, th

ese n
ew

ly
 re-

leased
 letters sh

o
w

 th
at th

e U
n

ited
 

S
tates d

id
 n

o
t g

iv
e C

u
b
a an

 iro
n
clad

 
assu

ran
ce th

at th
e U

.S
. w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t in

-
v
ad

e." 
"W

e ten
d

 to
 th

in
k

 th
e m

issile crisis 
ended on O

ct. 28, 1962," said M
r. B

ren-
n
er, a C

u
b
a sch

o
lar. "In

 fact, th
e m

is-
sile crisis w

en
t o

n
, b

ecau
se th

e U
n
ited

 
S

tates k
ep

t its fo
rces at th

e h
ig

h
est 

state o
f alert u

n
til N

o
v
. 2

0
, 1

9
6
2
. T

h
e 

so
u
rce o

f th
at U

.S
. co

n
cern

 w
as IL

-2
8
 

b
o

m
b

ers g
iv

en
 to

 C
u

b
a b

y
 th

e S
o

v
iet 

U
nion. U

ntil- N
ov. 20, F

idel C
astro re-

fu
se

d
 to

 re
tu

rn
 th

e
 b

o
m

b
e
rs to

 th
e
 

S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 b

ecau
se h

e asserted
 th

ey
 

w
ere n

eed
ed

 fo
r th

e d
efen

se o
f C

u
b

a. 
O

n
 th

at d
ate, h

e an
n

o
u

n
ced

 th
at h

e 
w

o
u
ld

 retu
rn

 th
em

." 
M

r. K
h

ru
sh

ch
ev

 h
ad

 b
een

 ask
in

g
 

P
resident K

ennedy for w
hat the S

oviet 
lead

er d
escrib

ed
 as w

ritten
 "g

u
aran

-
tees fo

r n
o
n
-in

v
asio

n
 o

f C
u
b
a, g

o
in

g
 

b
ey

o
n
d
 M

r. K
en

n
ed

y
's ten

u
re in

 th
e 

W
hite H

ouse if possible. 
In

 a letter to
 P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 o

n
 

D
ec. 10, 1962, M

r. K
hrushchev said he 

h
ad

 ag
reed

 to
 rem

o
v

e S
o

v
iet m

issiles 
from

 C
uba, "relying on your assurance 

that the U
nited S

tates and its allies w
ill 

n
o
t in

v
ad

e C
u
b
a." 

In the D
ec. 10 letter, as translated by 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates G

o
v

ern
m

en
t, M

r. 
K

hrushchev said, "W
e believe that you 

w
ill be able to receive a m

andate at the 
n
ex

t electio
n
 to

o
, th

at is, th
at y

o
u
 w

ill 
b

e th
e U

.S
. P

resid
en

t fo
r six

 y
ears, 

w
hich w

ould appeal to us." 

G
ood B

ehavior R
equired 

F
u
rth

er, M
r. K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev
 said

, "S
ix

 
years in w

orld politics is a long. period 
o
f tim

e, an
d
 d

u
rin

g
 th

at p
erio

d
, w

e 
could create good conditions for peace-
fu

l co
ex

isten
ce o

n
 earth

." 
B

ut in a reply to the S
oviet leader on 

D
ec. 14, 1962, M

r. K
ennedy indicated 

th
at th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates' p

led
g
e to

 re-
frain from

 invading C
uba depended on 

good behavior by M
r. C

astro. 
"W

e have never w
anted to be driven 

by the acts of others into w
ar in C

uba," 
M

r. K
ennedy w

rote. "T
he other side of 

the coin, how
ever, is that w

e do need to 
h
av

e ad
eq

u
ate assu

ran
ces th

at all o
f-

fen
siv

e w
eap

o
n

s are rem
o

v
ed

 fro
m

 

N
o firm

 pledge in 
a letter to 
K

hrushchev. 

C
u

b
a an

d
 are n

o
t rein

tro
d

u
ced

, an
d

 
that C

uba itself com
m

its no aggressive 
acts ag

ain
st an

y
 o

f th
e n

atio
n
s o

f th
e 

W
estern

 H
em

isp
h
ere." 

P
ro

fesso
r B

ren
n

er said
 to

n
ig

h
t th

at 
M

r. K
e
n
n
e
d
y
's le

tte
r c

o
n
ta

in
e
d
 "a

 
loophole that allow

ed the U
nited S

tates 
to

 d
efin

e a larg
e n

u
m

b
er o

f C
u
b
an

 
actio

n
s as ag

g
ressiv

e." T
h
e d

efin
itio

n
 

o
f "ag

g
ressiv

e" w
as left so

 v
ag

u
e th

at 
th

ere w
as n

o
 iro

n
clad

 assu
ran

ce th
at 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t in

v
ad

e 
C

uba, he said. 
R

aym
ond L

. G
arthqff, a senior fellow

 
a
t th

e
 B

ro
o
k
in

g
s In

stitu
tio

n
 w

h
o
 

w
o
rk

ed
 at th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t in

 
1
9
6
2
, said

 to
d
ay

 after rev
iew

in
g
 th

e' 
K

en
n

ed
y

-K
h

ru
sh

ch
ev

 co
rresp

o
n

d
en

ce 
th

at th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 ev

id
en

tly
 "g

av
e 

u
p
 o

n
 try

in
g
 g

et a w
ritten

 co
m

m
it-

m
en

t" fro
m

 M
r. K

en
n

ed
y

 p
ro

m
isin

g
 

that the U
nited S

tates w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t in

v
ad

e 
C

uba. 
T

h
e n

ew
ly

 d
isclo

sed
 letters sh

o
w

 , 
that "K

ennedy did not m
ake any secret 

deal, as som
etim

es alleged, that w
ould 

tie A
m

erican
 h

an
d

s if th
e situ

atio
n

 
m

ig
h

t at so
m

e later tim
e req

u
ire U

,S
. 

m
ilitary

 actio
n

 ag
ain

st C
u

b
a," M

r. 
G

arth
o
ff said

. 
S

heryl L
. W

alter, general counsel of 
th

e N
atio

n
al S

ecu
rity

 A
rch

iv
e, w

el-
co

m
ed

 d
isclo

su
re o

f th
e K

en
n

ed
y

-
K

hrushchev letters three days before a 
m

ajor conference on the C
uban m

issile 
crisis is to begin in H

avana. T
he confer-

ence, organized by B
row

n U
niversity's 

C
en

ter fo
r F

o
reig

n
 P

o
licy

 D
ev

elo
p
. 

m
en

t, w
ill b

rin
g
 to

g
eth

er A
m

erican
, 

R
u
ssian

 an
d
 C

u
b
an

 v
eteran

s o
f th

e 
crisis. 

"T
h

e sh
ro

u
d

 o
f secrecy

 su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
 

th
ese h

isto
ric letters h

as at last b
een

 
lifted

," M
s. W

alter said
. "T

h
e p

u
b
lic 

release o
f th

ese letters sh
o

w
s th

at th
e 

sp
ark

 o
f g

lasn
o
st h

as cau
g
h
t fire at th

e 
S

tate D
epartm

ent too. D
eclassification 

o
f th

is co
rresp

o
n

d
en

ce fills cru
cial 

g
ap

s in
 th

e h
isto

rical reco
rd

." 

7
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