
out of the room
. 

t collected him
self slow

ly. A
s he w

alked dow
n 

to his office, he thought about how
 m

any tim
es 

gone hom
e from

 w
ork and told his w

ife, "I think 
ident thinks if he can convince m

e, everything 
okay." T

here w
as no convincing the law

yer this 

certain than ever that the June 23 conversations 
h
e called

 S
t. C

lair. H
e to

ld
 h

im
 ab

o
u
t h

is 
discussion w

ith the P
resident, and now

 he insisted 
C

lair listen to the tapes. 
• 

w
as anxious as he cam

e in to listen. In S
an 

h
e rem

em
b
ered

, th
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 to
ld

 h
im

 
initial tape w

as "not that bad." H
earing the con-

now
, he had trouble understanding its m

eaning. 
, other things, h

e d
id

 n
o
t reco

g
n
ize so

m
e o

f th
e 

in the scenario and really didn't know
 the w

hole 
W

ell enough. P
atiently, B

uzhardt identified D
ahl-

O
g
arrio

 an
d
 ex

p
lain

ed
 th

eir sig
n
ifican

ce to
 

asked to hear it again. B
ut a second hearing 

persuade him
 that the P

resident's assessm
ent 

. T
he legal case w

as still not there. T
he con-

w
as not conclusive, S

t. C
lair said 

explained that the conversation w
as a direct 

'on of w
hat the P

resident had said in his M
ay 

t. T
hat construction. of events w

as basic to 
nt's defense--a "flare point," B

uzhardt called 
cant evidence w

hich underm
ined the M

ay 
w

as probably fataL
 F

or tw
o years the P

resi- 

fik 

T
H

E
 F
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in
sisted

. T
h
ey

 d
em

o
n
strated

 th
at n

atio
n
al-

purposes w
ere real. 

tapes don't show
 that," B

uzhardt replied. "T
hey 

- it clear that the security business w
as • the cover 

-know
 w

hat I m
eant," the P

resident alm
ost shouted, 

regardless of w
hat's on the tapes, it w

as done for 
-security reasons." 
t w

ere they?" 
P

resident didn't really reply. 
t repeated his conclusion. 

tw
o m

en stared at each other. F
inally N

ixon broke 
n
ee. "I d

isag
ree," h

e said
 em

p
h
atically

, an
d
 h

e 

s,4 

3
3
6
 : 

m
a FIN

A
L

. D
A

Y
S 

B
uzhardt said he w

ould listen im
m

ediately. T
aking the 

P
resid

en
t's co

p
ies, h

e h
ead

ed
 b

ack
 to

 h
is o

ffice. H
e 

th
read

ed
 th

e m
ag

n
etic tap

e to
 th

e seco
n
d
 N

ix
o
n
-

H
aldem

an conversation of the day—
from

 1:04 to 1:13 

P
.M

.—
an

d
 adjusted the headphones. 

"O
kay, just postpone," he heard the P

resident say, but 

he couldn't m
ake out the rest. H

e heard scratching noises, 
as if the P

resident w
ere w

riting as he talked. T
he scratch-

ing stopped. "Just say," the P
resident continued, and he 

ad
d
ed

 so
m

eth
in

g
 w

h
ich

 w
as u

n
in

tellig
ib

le. A
n
d
 th

en
, 

"v
ery

 b
ad

 to
 h

av
e th

is fello
w

 H
u
n
t, ah

, h
e k

n
o
w

s to
o
 

dam
n m

uch, and he w
as involved—

w
e happen to know

 

that." 
B

uzhardt stopped the m
achine. T

he allusion w
asn't too 

b
ad

, h
e d

ecid
ed

. T
h
e P

resid
en

t k
n
ew

 ab
o
u
t H

u
n
t's in

-
volvem

ent. T
hat w

as never covered up. B
uzhardt pressed 

th
e p

lay
b
ack

 m
ech

an
ism

 an
d
 h

eard
 N

ix
o
n
 talk

in
g
 in

 
v
ag

u
e term

s ab
o
u
t H

u
n
t's b

ein
g
 "lik

ely
 to

 b
lo

w
 th

e 

w
hole B

ay of P
igs thing." T

he P
resident seem

ed to be 
considering w

hat excuse or cover story m
ight be fed the 

C
IA

. "I don't w
ant them

 to get any ideas w
e're doing it 

because our concern is political," the P
resident said 

"R
ight," H

aldem
an answ

ered. 
"A

nd at' the sam
e tim

e, I w
ouldn't tell them

 it is not 

p
o
litical...." 
“R

ight." 
W

as that w
hat he had heard? B

uzhardt rew
ound the 

tape and listened again. Y
es. 

B
uzhardt let the conversation run to the end before he 

took off the earphones. T
here w

ere, as the P
resident had 

insisted; references to the C
IA

 and national security, but 
it sounded as if N

ixon and H
aldem

an w
ere solidifying the 

cover they had agreed upon earlier that day. R
ehearsing 

their lines? B
uzhardt w

ent to the next N
ixon-H

aldem
an 

conversation, an E
O

B
 m

eeting that took place betw
een 

2:20 and 2:45 that afternoon. It w
as elliptical, but it also 

im
plied strongly that the C

IA
 w

as being used to stop the 

F
B

I for political reasons. 
B

uzhardt put the headphones dow
n and w

alked back 

to the P
resident's office. - 

"N
ow

, doesn't that clarify it?" N
ixon asked as B

uz-

hardt w
alked in. 

"N
o." T

he tw
o conversations m

ade things w
orse. 


