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Asked to comment at his_Nov, S ference on the South

\%&nnnpanmn coup, Kennedy said h ed it Wwould mean an ; According to British journalist Louis Heren (in No Hail, No
effort_in the war.” "The purpose of a planned Nov. 20 Honoluli. : Farewell), John F. Kennedy left “to his successor a terrible mess the
meeting for top Administration and military officials, he said, was “to like of which few Presidents had inherited since the other Johnson
attempt to assess the situation: what American policy should be, and succeeded the murdered Lincoln.” The Washington journalist I. F.
_ what our aid policy should be, how we can intensify the struggle, how Stone wrote in his Weekly a short while after Kennedy's death: “He
P e can brin i ” His Administration’s object, he died in time to be remembered as he would like to be remembered, as
on, “is to bring Americans home, permit the South Vietnamese to ever young, still victorious, struck down undefeated, with almost all
{ maintain themselves as a free and independent country, and permit the potentates and rulers of mankind, friend and foe, come to mourn at
i democratic forces within the country to operate—which they can, of the bier. For somehow one has the feeling that in the tangled
course, much more freely when the assault from the inside, and which dramaturgy of events, this sudden assassination was for the author the
v is manipulated from the north, is ended.” only satisfactory way out. The Kennedy Administration was
approaching an impasse, certainly at home, quite possibly abroad,

from which there seemed no escape.” .

. After Kennedy's death many commentators and former
associates of the late President speculated at length about what
Kennedy would have done about Vietnam had he lived to complete his
term and to be reelected in 1964, One of the most significant
comments to date has come from ’
intments secretary at the White House. Inan Augst
magazine, excerpted from a forthcoming book, U'Dv
Sserted that Kennedy had decided by 1963 to withdraw all U.5.

- {roops. from South Vietnam by, the n__n\.ohpwomr‘.ﬁm__omwr.r.o.u_wgon.”o

delay such an announcement. untilafter the 1964 glection.

According to O’Donnell, Pres. Kennedy first began to have
both Gen. Douglas MacArthur
and Gen. Charles de Gau ainst fighting a non-nuclear war
" 6n_the Asian mal . During the course of a J-hour meeting wjth
. Kennedy in 1961, MacArthur was said to have called the “domino mvl

theory” Fidiculous in a nuclear age and to have told Kennedy that the

S

Day of Pres. Kennedy's Assassination
> Pres. Kennedy began a 2-day tour of Texas Nov. 21. Addressing

the Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce at breakfast Nov. 22, Kennedy
.. said: His .Administration had “increased our special counter-
insurgency forces whioh are now engaged in Vietnam by 600%. I hope
those who want a stronger America and place it on some signs will also
place those figures next to it.”

After the breakfast at the Texas Hotel in Fort Worth, Kennedy
flew to Love Field, Dallas. There he acknowledged greetings for a
brief period and then entered an open car. The motorcade traveled
along a 10-mile route through downtown Dallas on its way to the
Trade Mart, where the President planned to speak at a luncheon. At
approximately 12:30 p.m. CST he was struck by 2 bullets fired by Lee
Harvey Oswald. Kennedy was pronounced dead at 1 p.m., Nov. 22,
1963.

Lyndon B. Johnson became President when John F. Kennedy
died. Johnson pledged Nov. 24 that his Administration would continue

to pursue the U.S. policies on South Vietnam that had been established hation’s domestic_problems were more important than Vielnam.
: Actording to O'Donnell, “Kennedy came ouf of Thie meeting stunned.

by Kennedy. . .

ch unmilitary advice
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. L. Swing a trip
.according to O’Donnell, advised
from South Vietnam, “a suggestion that
his meeting with Mansfield, O'Donnell reported, Kennedy said: “I got
. angry with Mike for disagreeing with our policy so completely, and I
ot angry with myself because I found myself agreein ith him.”

In. ing of 1963, according to O’Donnell’s account,
_Mansfield, at a fte House breakfast for Congressional leaders,
criticized the U.S.’ Vietnam policies. After the meeting, Kennedy
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invited Mansfield to his office. O'Donnell, who was present for part ci

that meeting, reported that Kennedy told Mansfield that he theo

agreed with him on the need for military w al fro=
tetnam. Kennedy, however, said, according to O'Donnell, that “I
can’t do it until 1965—after I'm reelected,” After Mansficld lef=,
O’Donnell reported, Kennedy told him (O'Donnell): “In 1965, I'll be
damned everywhere as 2 Communist appeaser. But I don’t care. If 1
tried to pull out completely now, we would have another Joe McCarth=
Red scare on our hands, but I can do it after I'm reelected. So we had
better make damned sure that I 2m reelected.” .

Asked on-a-later occasion (by O'Donnell) how the U.S. could
withdraw from Vietnam without losing prestige, Kennedy was qu ted
by O’Donnell as saying: “Easy. Put a government in there that wid,
ask ustoleave” .

Following the release of Q'Donnell
reported by the Washington Post Aug. 3, o have confirmed
O'Donnell’s account concerning the withdrawal of U.S. forces from
Vietnam. “He ha inil unequi ly made that decision,”

_Mangsfield was quoted as saying. Commenting on his 1963 meeting
with Kennedy following the Congressional breakfast, Mansfield was
further quoted as saying: “Pres. K idn't waste words. He was
pretty sparse with hi 1 im_to shifs:

. eré 1s_no dou

hequivocally on Vietnam, but'hé-neve

[the 1965 withdrawal] into effect.”

In an interview published in the Washington Post Aug. 4

i id not think Kennedy had told St ecy.

Tor wi But_that he believed that

bert S. McNamara had been r._wg‘lamawﬂﬂmm_dﬂm\g_.
a

a was never presented in clea i

& chance to put the plan

rms to the Nati

appearing “cheesey.”

O'Donnell’s Life article appeared in the midst of his unsuccessful
campaign for the Democratic nomination for governor of

assachusetts.

In discussing O'Donnell’s article, Tom Wicker, 2 close student of
the Kennedy Presidency, noted in his Aug. 4, 1970 column in the N.Y.
Times that “others who believe themselves knowledgeable about Mr.
Kennedy differ” with O’Donnell. “It often has.been pointed .out,”
Wicker wrote, “that Mr. Johnson ordered military intervention in
1965 while surroundeéd by virtually the same advisers who would have
it was Mr. Kennedy,
jal ‘ ion’ in late
tenients on the
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%%EEE«!BE{‘F “however,
probably is not what Mr. Keanedy said, but what _he had experienced.
By late 1963, it must be remembered, he had suffered in the Bay of
Pigs_episode both a defeat and a disillusioning exposure to military
solutions; he had tested himself against the redoubtable Khrushchev; in
the 1962 missile crisis, he mad his personal strength
an etermination. None of that proves that he would have refused to
intervene in Vietnam. It does suggest that he would not have been
under quite the same human and political pressures as those that
unidoubtedly acted on Mr. Johnson in 1965 and on Richard M. Nixon

in Apr. 1970” (when he sent U'S. troops i nmScoa_,mv.




