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Officials Say War May ‘Be
Won if Political Crisis Does
Not Hamstring Effort

WARN ON- REPRESSION

Mcﬂamara and Taylor Tell
the President and Security
Council of Their Mission

! —
Text of Whits House statement
. on Vietnam is pn Page 4.

1

By TAD BZULC
Special to The New York Times
* WASHINGTON, Oct. 2—The
United States sald tonight that
the war in South Vietnam might
be won by the end of 1865 if
the political crisis there did not
“significantly” affect the mili-
tary effort.

A formal statement of United
States policy, approved by Pres-
Ident Kennedy after a National
Security Coyncll meeting at the
White House, warned that whila
repressive actions by the Saigon
regime had not yet “signifi-
cantly affected” the war cffort,
“they could do so in the future.'

It said that under the present
|conditions most of the 14,000
|United States military person-
mel could be withdrawn. from
JVletnam by the end of 1965 and
that 1,000 men might be able
to leave by thg end of this year.

“The political situation |n
South Vietnam remalns deeply
serious,” the statement said. .

Based on Recommendations

The policy statement was ap-

{

proved on the basis of recom-
mendations from ‘Secretary of
Defense Robert 8, McNamara,
Gen. Maxwell D: Taylor, Chair-
man of the Jolnt Chiefs of
Staff, and Henry Cabot Lodge,
Ambassador to South’ Vietnam.

Mr. McNemara and General
Taylor returned here early to-
day from a week-long fact-
finding mission in Vietnam on
President Kennedy's orders.

The mission was designed to
evaluate the military and po-
litical situations in &he South-
east Asian country, with par-
ticular emphasis on whether the
political crisis, stemming from
the regime's repression of its
Buddhist and other opponents,
is affecting the eight-year-old
war against’ the Communist
Vietcong guerrillas,

Policy May Be Reviewed

It was“hoped that the mis--
sion's findings would resolve tha

differences within the Admin-
istration over " United States
policy toward South Vietnam.
The statement, which was
read to newsmen by Pierre Sale
inger, White House press secre-
tary, after the 50-minute meet-
Ing of the Natlonal Securily
Council, deliberately avoided
committing the United States
to g frozen position toward the
regime of President Ngo Dinh
Diem. :
Administration quarters sald
later that while the present de-
clsion was to maintain military
jand economic aid to South Viet-
nam at its present levels, this
policy would come under review
at any time If it became clear
that, indeed, the political crisis
was seriously damaging the con-
duct of the war. ’
. In that sense, it was acknowl-
edged, the United States was,
in effect placing the Diem re-

Continued on Page 4, Column 1
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glme on notice that It might
have to rccon:stder its support

_for South Victnam {f adequate

measureg wire not taken to re-
dress the political sltuation.
Officlals said that nlthoug{l
the policy statcment dellberatee
ly, avolded making a formal
Judgment that the war could
not be won without a meaning-
ful political change in Salgon,
the implication was there. for
Presldent Diem to sce, -
" Thestatement sald that United

‘States pollcy rematned one of

“working with the pecople and
Government of South Vietnam
to deny this country to com-
‘nunism," but edd :d s!xnificantly
that “effectlve peiZormance in
this undertzking s the central
object of our policy in South
Vietnam» .

It sald that the United States
sought to support Vietnamese
efforts ‘to defeat “aggression”

'as well-as “to build a peaceful

and free soclety.”

“The United States has made
clear its continuing opposition
lo any repressive actions in

" South Vietnam,” it said.

Up to now, the statement sald,
the MecNamara-Taylor mission
Jound that “the military pro-

© 3ram in South Vietnam has

made progress and s sound in
principle, though improvements

© are being energetically sought.”

It sald that “major United
States -assistance” was needed
only until the Communist in-
surgency had been suppressed
or untll Vietnamesa forces “are
capable of suppressing it." :

Mr, McNamara and General
Taylor were reported to believe

|ber of training

- Bpecial to The New York Timeg

WABHINGTON, Oct, 2—
Following {3 the text of a state-
ment rcad by the Whi‘a House
press sceretory, Plerre Calinger,
after a mzeling of the National
Security Councll te* ) S

“Seeretary Liclv. .:ira and
General Tiaylor roicrted to
the President this morning
and to the Natlonal Sccurity
“Council this nfterncon, Their
report Included a2 number of
classified findlngs and recom-
mendations which will be the
subject of further review and
action, )

“Thelr basic presentation
was endorsed by all members
of the Security Council and
the following ~statement of
Unlited States pollcy was ap-
proved by the President on
the basls of recommendations
recelved from them and from.
Ambassedor Lodge,

"“The sccurlty ,of South
Vietnam Is a major interest
of the United States as of
other free nations. We will
adhere to our policy of work-
ing with the people and Gov-

. l N 5 7 .
White House Stateme

nton Viemam

ernment of Bouth Vietnam to
“deny this country to Commu-
nism and to suppress the ex-
ternally stimulated and sup-
ported insurgency of the Viet-
cong as promptly as possible.
Effcctive performance in this
‘undertaking is the central ob-
“Ject of our pol‘!cy in South
Vietnam,
“The military program in
South Vietnam has made
progress and Is sound In prin-

ciple, though improvements
are being energetically
soupht.

“Major United States as-
sistance In support of this
military effort is needed only
until the insurgéncy has been
suppressed or unti] the na-
tlonal security forces of the
Government of South Vietnam
fre cepable of suppressing it.
\ “Secretary MeNamara and
General Taylor reported their
Judgment that the major part
of the United States military
task can be completed by the
end of 1965, although:there

may be o ¢ oiuing require-
ment for a 35 itcd number of
Unlted Ciates training per-
sonnel. . *

“They reported that by the
end of thiz year the United
Btates program for training
Vietnamese  should have
progreszed to the point where
1,000 United States mill
personncl assigned to Sou
Vietnam can be withdrawn.

“The political situetion in
Bouth Vietnam remains deep-
ly serlous. The United States
has made clear its continuing
opposition to any repressive
rctlons in  Bouth Victnam,
While such ections have not
yet slgnificantly affected the
military effort, they could do
do in the future,

“It remains the policy of
the United States in South
Vietnam, as in other parts of
the world, to support the ef-
forts of .the people of that
country to defeat aggresslon
and to build a peaceful and
free soclety.”

personnel might
still be required, Sy

- By the end of this year, the
statement eald, the training pro-
gram for the South Vietnamese
forces should have progressed to
the point where 1,000 United
States personnel can be with-
drawn from the country, in the
opinion of Mr. McNamara and
Genéral Taylor.
Tinited . States military
strength In South Vietnam has

a preliminary briefing at a
morning conference, The Presi-
dent then called the Council

tary mission, tried to convince
him- that the war was going

meeting for the early evening.
The findings, conclusions and
recommendations by Mr, McNa-
mara and General Taylor are
expected to provide the basis

for the rormuwation of a com-
States pollcy\ in Vietnam, Aol-
lowing long ‘weeks of hesita-
tions and disa entg within
the Administrazfon, ‘

risen from 885 men In early
1861 to more than 14,000 men
at this time. ;The bulld-up be-
gan after General Taylor's first
mission to Vietnam in 1861,

Taylor went into a top-secret
White House meeting shortly
after 8 P.M, about 12 hours

‘hat “the major part” of the
JInited _States military task,
~ould be completed by the end
nf 1085, although & limited num.-|

after- thelr return here from a
week-long fact-finding~\unission
in Vietnam,

They had given Mr. Kennedyihead of the

Mr, McNamara and General||
2—Ambassador Henry

Lodge’s View at Saigon |

By DAVID HALBERSTAM
Bpecial to The New York Times

BAIGON, South Vietnam, Oct.
Cabot;
Lodge tried to convince Becre-|
tary McNamara, during his visit!
here that the political siutation|
in South Vietnam was serious

while Gen. Paul D. Harkifs,

United States mm.,
S

well, was on schedule and could"
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be won under ‘existing -condi-|and the emergencs of Ngo Dm’-’ the b;ckfi-gmzd during disputes|dence, General Taylor stayed

tlons, @ Nhu, the President's powertullon what the reaction to events|with Gerneral Harking,

Mr. McNamara and General(brother, and his wife in the should be and on baslc deci-| The visitors’ schedule tncluded . -
Taylor were sald to have been Government. elons, with Mr. McNamara hers (tours of alf military areas, where
considerably impressed by the Slowly and with some except-| At Lodge moved for g stronger briefings were given by both °
serlousnesy of the political situ-(lons, there has been & gradual| oy, - ‘o South Vietnamese ang America
ation and what one source de-/Crystalization of "‘9":1’" 8t the| " He and General Harkins are|officers. General Haricins at-
seribed as “the police aspects of{Nifhest American d:'ml‘m 804|514 friends from Eoston days,|tended all these sessions,
this state* military levely he"e-ﬂ ts sorne. |DUt in recent weeks, &ccording| . It was belleved that the bries.

A qualified American said|tallzation in part adines of tos|to military sources, the general(ings were aimed at comparing
thelr final report would stress|What different readings o . ’f has become angry because Mr. |the milltary situation now witj;
parts of both aides’.presenta-|Situation in V‘emmf and w of Lodge has been challenging his|the Jean times of October, 1961,
tiony, “grays more than blacks|t0 do about it on the part o Immtu-y evaluations, Some of the optimism of the

and whites, the military and clvilians. During Mr. McNamara's visit bricfings, the sources say,-was

Mr. McNamara and General| Clvilians, !nclbuding the Em'{_ceneml Harldns hod the ad-|veflected in the early and quite
Taylor were sent here by Presi-|Dassy® do not belicve the W"{:vnntage that the Allitary As-|optimistie statements by Arthur
dent Kennedy to Investigate the/cn be won with a governmen Bistance Comand was running Sylvester, an Assistant Secre.
cifect on the war effort of the|that includes the Nhus, Th?{}"ﬂi" the show and maiing basic tary of Defense,
dispute = between Vietnamese|tary belleve the war s belng achedules. Among other advan-| The fact that considerable
Buddhists and the ruling fami.|Wwon. - £ M tages that Mr, Lodge had was mllitary progress had been made
ly of President Ngo Dinh Diem,| Although in - the P”ha 1; the fact that the Secretary of|ln some areas came through in
and. to estimate how well the|Lodge has stayed somewhat Defense way staying st his resi- |the briefings,
war was going, = ——

Although thelr mission start.
ed out &s primarily a military
Investigation, it was alsg by the
end .of the visit as much an
Investigation into the political
situation.

The United States {s support-
Ing the Ngo family. government
with an estimated total of 315
million a dai; in military and
economie aid In the fight against
the Communist guerrlllas,

The United States is con-
siderably disturbed over recent
political developments, including
the crackdown on the Buddhists




