
• Why JFK really picked LBJ as his running mate 
• How the LBJ-Bobby feud began 
• How LBJ tried to ditch Humphrey in 1964 

L B and the 

Kennedys 
There have been many stories circulated since the 
1960 Democratic Convention abotit why John Ken-
nedy gave the Vice Presidency to Lyndon Johnson. 
Surprisingly, the real story has never came out. On 
that hectic Thursday morning, when Bobby Kenne-
dy and I were trying to recover from the shock of his 
offer to Johnson, John Kennedy told me his reasons. 

The Kennedy suite in the Biltmore Hotel in LOSAn-
geles was filled with a throng of Northern Democrat-

tie leaders, the old pros like David Lawrence and Bill 
Green of Pennsylvania, Mike DiSalle of Ohio, John 
Bailey, Abe Ribiroff. Dick Daley, all of them milling 
around Kennedy and congratulating him for offering 
thr Vice Presidency to Johnson. Jack was saying that 
he had just talked with Lyndon, and Lyndon wanted 
a little time to think it over but it looked as though 
he would take it. "Johnson has the strength where 
you need it most," David Lawrence was saying to 
Kennedy. I could have belted Lawrence. I was ve-
hemently against the Johnson selection because it 
represented precisely the kind of cynical. nld-style 
politics we were trying to get away from. I also knew 
our liberal friends would be appalled by it. 

When Jack Kennedy saw the expression on my 
face, he beckoned to Bobby Kennedy and me to fol-
low hint into the bedroom. The bedroom was crowd-
ed with people. too, and realizing that I was about to 
explode, Jack said to Bobby, "I'd better talk to Ken-
ny alone in the bathroom." We went into the bath-
room and closed the door behind us. 

"This is the worst mistake you ever made." I said 
to him. —You came out here to this convention like 
a knight on a while charger, the clean-cut young Ivy 

ccomNuse 
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the Kennedys and with Johnson. He was 
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L.B.J.'s '64 campaign. This excerpt is 
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League college guy who's promising to get rid of 
the old political ways_ And now, in your first 
move. you go against all the people who sup-
ported you. Are we going to spend the whole cam-
paign apologizing for Lyndon Johnson and try-
ing to explain why he voted against everything 
you ever stood for?" 

He became pale, livid with anger, so upset and 
hurt that it took him a while before he was able 

to collect himself. 
"Wait a minute," he said. "I've offered it to 

him, but he hasn't accepted it yet and maybe he 
won't. If he does, let's get one thing clear." 

I never forgot what he said next. 
"Pm 93 years old, and I'm the healthiest can-

didate for President in the United States, You've 
traveled With me enough to know that. I'm not 
going to die in office. So the Vice Presidency 
doesn't mean anything. I'm thinking of something 
else, the leadership in the Senate. If we w in, it 
will be by a small margin and I won't be able to 
live with Lyndon Johnson as the leader of a small 
Senate majority. Did it occur to you that if Lyn-
don becomes the Vice President, I'll have Mike 
Mansfield as the Senate leader, somebody I can 
trust and depend on?" 

That thought never had occurred to me or, in-
credibly enough, to anyone else around John Ken-
nedy. Bobby had wanted Henry Jackson for Vice 
President; I had been for Stuart Symington. I had 
never heard anyone even mention Johnson's 
name. But Kennedy saw it differently, and the way 
he explained it sounded like an elementary his-
tory lecture. 

He reminded me that Congress was still in ses-
sion and that he had to go back to the Senate and 
put on a fight for the issues in his platform—hous-
ing, urban renewal, Medicare, relief for depressed 
areas. By not permanently adjourning Congress, 
Johnson and Sam Rayburn figured they could pres-
sure various members of Congress in the state del. 
egations into supporting Johnson for President at 

Los Angeles if the House and the Senate remained 
in session for the rest of the summer. 

"If Johnson and Rayburn leave here mad at 
me," Kennedy said, "they'll ruin me in Congress 
next month. Then I'll be the laughingstock of the 
country. Nixon will say I haven't any power in 
my own party, and I'll lose the election before 
Labor Day. So I've got to make peace now with 
Johnson and Rayburn, and offering Lyndon the 
Vice Presidency, whether he accepts it or not, is 
one way of keeping him friendly unti I Congress ad-
journs. All of this is more important to me than 
Southern votes, which I won't get anyway with 
the Catholic thing working against me. T doubt if 
Lyndon will even be able to carry Texas, as Dave 
Lawrence and all those other pots out in the oth-
er room are claiming we will" 

One of my jobs was keeping the Labor leaders 
happy and all of them were against Johnson. Ken-
nedy opened the bathroom door and called Bobby 
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Nance Garner describing the Vice Presidency as 
a thankless rofice with as much prestige as a pitch. 
er  of warm spit. He explained that he had asked 
Bobby Kennedy a few mantis earlier for a led. 
eral judgeship in Texas fur Sarah Hughes, and 
when the Justice Department told him that Mrs. 
Hughes, then 65, was too uld for the position, he 
had explained sorrow fully to Mrs. Hughes that 
she couldn't have the job, and had offered the ap-
pointment to another Texas lawyer. Now, John-
son said, he had just returned from Berlin to learn 
to his deep embarrassment that Mrs. Hughes had 
been given the judgeship after all, and, checking 
around, he'd found out how 'yule Lyndon had been 
done in behind his back as usual." 
• 

Bobby Kennedy, it turned nut, had encoun-
tered another prominent Texan, Sam Ray-

burn, the Speaker of the House, and asked the 
Speaker when two key Justice Department hills 
would be getting out of the Judiciary Committee. 
Rayburn ventured the opinion that the bills might 
neverget out if his friend Sarah Hughes did ma get 
it judgeship in Texas. Bobby explained that she had 
beau migrated by Johnsbn but she was too old for 
the appointment. Rayburn, who was almost BO, 
glared at the 35-year-old Kennedy. "Son, every-
body looks old to you. Do you want those bills 
passed, or don't you?" The next day Surah Hughes 
was nominated for the federal bench. 

"Mr. President," Johnson cried now, "you re-
alize where this leaves me? Sarah Hughes now 
thinks I'm nothing. The lawyer I offered the job 
to after your brother turned Saruh down, he thinks 
I'm the biggest liar and fool in the history of the 
State of Texas. All on account of that brother of 
yours!" The President was unable to keep from 
laughing, and the Vice President, seeing the hu. 
near of the situation, laughed, too. 

Johnson suspected that Bobby Kennedy was en-
gineering a move to dump him as the Vice Pres. 
idential candidate in 1964. Johnson was sure that 
Kennedy had been behind the exposure of Bobby 
Baker, a Johnson protege,. It was a ridiculous as-
sumption because a scandal of any kind reflecting 
on the Democrats was the lust thing the Kenna. 
dys wanted. Furthermore, President Kennedy 
never had any thought of dumping Johnson. I was 
sitting with the President and Senator George 
Smathers on the way to Florida the Saturday in 
November of 1963 before lie went to Dallas. 
Smathers asked him if he was planning to get rid 
of Johnson because of the Baker case. 

The President glanced at Smokers and said, 
"George, you must be the dumbest man in the 
world. If I drop Lyndon, it will look as if we have 
a serious scandal on our hands in the Bobby Bala 
er ease, which we haven't, and that will reflect on 
me, It will look as though I made a mistake in pick. 
ing Lyndon in 1960, and can you imagine the mess 
of trying to select aomebod to re, lace him? Lyn. 
don 	t e ticket next year. 

President Kennedy first began to have doubts 
about our military effort in Vietnam in 1961 whet 
both General Douglas MacArthur and General 

MacArthur's 
views on Vietnam 
stunned Kennedy 

Charles de Gaulle warned him that the Asian main-
land was no place to be fighting a non-nuclear land 
war. There was no end to. Asiatic manpower, Mae-
Arthur told the President. and even if we poured 
a million American infantry soldiers into that con-
tinent, we would still find ourselves outnumbered 
on every side. 

The president's first meeting with MacArthur, 
a courtesy call on the general in New 'fork after 
the Bay of Pigs disaster, turned out to lir an agree-
able surprise to Kennedy. Like a lot of Navy vet. 
erase of the Pacific war, Kennedy had assumed 
that MacArthur was a stuffy and pompous ego-
centric. Instead, the President told us later, Mac. 
Arthur was one of the most fascinating ewver-
sationalists he had ever met, politically shrewd 
and intellectually sharp. Later the President in-
vited the general to the White House for lunch. 
They talked for almost three hours. ruining the 
whole appointments schedule for that day. I could 
not drag them apart. The President later gave us 
a complete rerun of MacArthur's remarks, ex-
pressing a warm admiration for this supposedly 
reactionary old soldier that astonished all of us. 
MacArthur was extremely critical of the military 
advice that the President had been getting from 
the Pentagon, blaming the military leaders of the 
previous 10 years, who, he said, had advanced the 
wrong younger officers. "You were lucky its hay 
that mistake happen in u 	w 
errs was nut too great, he said about the Bay of 
l'ess. MacArthur implored the President to avoid 
a 0.a. military build-up in Vietnam, or an other 
pan 	off ant -Kilan mainland, because he felt that 

'arum theory wits n 	 true wow. 
MacArthur went on to pond out that there were 
durneatiC problems—the urban crisis, the ghettos, 
the economy—that should have far more prior. 
i ty than Vietnam. Kennedy Came out of the meet-
ing somewhat stunned. Thu a man like MacAr-
thur should give him such unmilitary advice ims* 
pressed him enormously. 

Late in 1962, when the U.S. was accelerating 
shipments of reinforcements to South Vietnam, 
Senator Mike Mansfield visited the Preaident at 
Palm Beach, where the Kennedy family had gath-
ered for the Christmas holidays. The Senate ma-
jority leader, whose opinions the President deep. 
ly  respected, had just returned from a trip to 
Southeast Asia, which he had made at the Pr - 
ident's request. Mansfield emphatically advise r,  

firm, a curb on iierrrtratrrairsririt 
41 	r 

. ones romi—aft itcottntry s eiri war, a sug- 
gestion 	thin atarterthe rrestdenf:W continued 

brevet esofeksrrericaernsittrar advisers in 
South Vietnam, the senator argued, would lead 
o sending still more forces to beef up those that 
ere there, and soon the Americans would be dom. 

i sting the combat in a civil war that was not our 

war. Taking over the military leadership and the 



1963, Mike Mansfield again crwiz07---i--Inir mi ria—   
involvement in Vietnam, this time in front of the 
congresstona leadersh . at a ` 	its House break- 
fest, much to the President's annoyance ant em. 
arrassment. Leaving the breakfast the President 
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cussion. 1 he President ield Masfield that he bud 
been having serious second thoughts :dose' At.= 

) 

Icicl's argument  and that he n. w 	. 	.. trill_thn  
s 	to 	ng on the need for a complete mil. 

'tan. withdrawal tram Vietnam. 

•itteue 
as a pit eh-
had it-Led 
ha it fell. 
elle-, and 
that 1Ir-. 
sition. he 

rd Ihr dp• 

a. taint-
n to team 
telt.- had 
cheekily; 
hod been 

ism Ray. 
eked the 
nent hills 
anmi I lee. 
ills might 
lid not get 
it she had 
no old for 
lmast 80, 
.ns  every-
tote hills 
h Hughes 

"you re 
;hes now 
d the job 

thinks 
try of the 
Tither of 
rep from 
g the hu- 

y was en. 
ice Pres-
sure that 
of Bobby 
ulous as-
reflect ing 
e Kenny.. 
Kennedy 
on. 1 s 
r George 
Imlay in 
t 
to get rid 

MacArthur's 
views on Vietnam 
stunned Kennedy- 

MacArthur went on to point out that there were 
domestic problems—the urban crisis, the ghettos, 
the economy—that should have far more prior-
ity than Vietnam. Kennedy came out of the meet-
ing somewhat stunned. That a man like MacAr-
thur should give him such unmilitary advice im 
pressed hint enormously. 

Late in 1962, when the U.S. was accelerating 
shipments of reinforcements to South Vietnam. 
Senatnr Mike Mansfield visited the PrNident at 
Palm Beach, where the Kennedy family had Bath. 
ered for the Christmas holidays. The Senate ma-
jority leader, whose opinions the President deep-
ly respected, had just returned from a trip to 
Southeast Asia, which hr had made at the Pres-
ident's request. Mansfield emphatically nay' 
first, a curb on sending marstlerittThry-TF'ilIT'i—wee- .  

e1 nrwti 
of U.S. lOrett tram that Country's civil' -ar, a tug.  

three-hour meeting at the It 	House in 1961. 

fighting in the Vietnam war, Mansfield warned, 
would hurt American prestige in Asia and would 
not help the South Vietnamese to stand on their 
own feet, either. The President was too disturbed 
by the senator's unexpected argument to reply 
to it. He said to me later when we talked a 'ut 
the discussion, "I got angry with Mike for rs-
agreeing with our policy so completely, and I 
got angry with myself because I found myself 
agreeing with him." 

Publicly over the next few months the 
ident continued to stress the need for bolstering 
the South Vietnamese government of Diem, even 
though he was embarrassed by Diem's terrorist 
brother Nhu. But we noticed that privately Ken-
nedy complained that everybody in the State De. 
parer.ent and the Defense Department seemed to 

tw cfsts..1.hat_msz 	Vietnam should he 

o it unt/ 965—after m reelect-
ed," Kennedy told Mansfield. 

President Kennedy felt, and Mansfield agreed 
with him, that if he announced a total withdraw-
al of American military personnel from Vietnam 
before the 1964 election, there would be a wild 
conservative outcry against returning him to the 
Peesjdeney for a second term. 

After Mansfield left the office, the President 
told me that he had made up his mind that after 
his reelection he would take the risk of unpop-
ularity and make a complete withdrawal of Amer-
iean forces from Vietnam. "In 1965, I'll be 

CONTINUED 
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Charles de Gaulle warned him that the %shin main-
land was no place to be fighting Ilium-nuclear land 
ear. There was no end to 1tsiatic manpoe er, Mac. 
Arthur told the President, and even if we poured 
a million American infantry Poldirr- into that con-
tinent. ae would still find ourselves outnumbered 
on every side. 

The president's first meeting with MacArthur, 
a courtesy call ou the general in \ea York after 
the Bay of Pigs disaster, turned out to be an agree-
able surprise to Kennedy. Like it lot of Navy vet-
erans of the Pacific war, Kennedy had assumed 
that MacArthur was a stuffy and pompous ego-
centric, Instead, the President told us later, Mac-
Arthur was one of the most fascinating conver-
sationalists he had ever met, politically shrewd 
and intellectually sharp. Later the President in-
vited the general to the White Hon-c for lunch. 
They talked for almost three hours, ruining the 
whole appointments schedule for that day. I could 
not drag them apart. The President later gave us 
a complete rerun of MacArthur's remarks, ex. 
pressing a warm admit-.  ation for this supposedly 
reactionary old soldier that astonished all of us. 
MacArthur was extremely critical of the military 
advice that the President had been getting from 
the Pentagon, blaming the military leaders of the 
previous 10 years, who, he said, had advanced the 
wrong younger officers. "You were were luckRJty 	v 
that mistake happen in u  a,  
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