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U.S. Navy intelligence ship Pueblo before its capture. 

Pueblo-Type Spy Missions 
Are Officifilly Ended by U.S. L10 3 ci • By George C. 	son 

Washington Post Ellett Writer 
The Pueblo experiment officially ended 

yesterday as the Pentagon announced it 
was retiring that type of spy ship to save 
money. 

The epitaph of the program that cost 
the nation so much in pride and pain 
was two sentences in a Pentagon press 
release: 

"Among the support ships to be retired 
are two intelligence collection ships, the 
USS Banner and USS Palm Beach," sis-
ters of the Pueblo. 

"Appropriate arrangements have been 
made for their tasks to be assumed by 
other ships and aircraft," the Pentagon 
added. 

Thus President Nixon, as President 
Eisenhower did before him on the U.2 
spy plane, has decided to turn to ad-
vanced technology rather than risk an-
other confrontation with the Communists 
on this type of ferret. 

Gen. Eisenhower and the intelligence 
leaders of his day substituted the Samos 
spy satellite for the plane Gary Powers 
flew over Russia in the late 1950s before 
the Soviets knocked him out of the sky. 

The U-2, Central Intelligence Agency 
leaders had assured Geri. Eisenhower, 
flew too high for Soviet Mig fighters 
to reach or surface-to-air missiles (SAM) 
to hit. 

See PUEBLO, A13, Col. 1 
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