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Ccmmandér ILleyd M. Bucher was the primary wibtness yesteréay afternoon
during a two-hour open session at the Pusblo Court of Inguiry. The session was
devotad to glarification and e lgboration in sa%eral arsas of previoug tesiimony
not quite clear fc 1he five-admiral courd,

Three cther crewman answsred questions fcv the cau“t including Chief
Gommunicaticns Technician James F. Xell who expresszed a desire to be recnlled
%o "elarify" a few polints, . .

An explanaticn by Cdr. Bur.er detaiigd his relationship with his exscuiive
efficer and navigator, Lieutsnsob Fdward Murphy, Jr. Buchsr ststed it was 2
"normal" relationships that he required a Wlot of thinga® of his exescutive

officer and iried to run the ship through hin, e <A

— Z v 1
Some previous referancs to a “perscnaliily clash” bslween the two of fivers
was desoribed by Cdi. Bucher as being a Flittle bit too harsh,® Thay had dif-
?gfent wWays of'doing things and many éifferences of opinicn, but Gdr, Euchar‘
never felt that there was any king of é perscnality clash.
Cdy, Bucher recapred the difficaliies involved in trGing +o esteblich an

al%er stsaring station and steering the ship from the engine room, Ie told
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the courl thab a cable with 30,000 pevnds of airess hzd to be parited tefore
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afher shoering eould gommagus And that ence pavisd, the Pueble would hawa 3
‘y 'S [
.
enter 2 shipvard to have 4% propowly wegornneched, Afier siearing wis

dasexibad by Cdre, Buchsy as ap exivemaly dangsrous marguvay, and that thars
WS N0 w2y theb ons could practice the drill'safelye

2 could have steeved Pusblo from the englng wous using ths engines and
2 gyrs compess and 2 lookout from thy bridgs, uLt tha ship's how Wit veyy iight

z2nd éXWst rantad 4o h 2d into the wind., This raeulted in a 20=dagres swlig
on 2ithay slde of & desivad vourse.

Othaxr aveas of pravisus tesbimony expiain&d by Cdirs Buchar imgludad flag
sigaa &Lﬁg to e Morkh Kerean vessals, jovbkisconing of clagzifisd mabsrials, and
‘goneral guartsys dyills,

Hs atiompled to clayify whothor ha in fastholstad tha sigmal, "I'm in
interaational waterg." Fa said he yemembers holsblng thiz signal and welbing
it inte a a%ss"nuq When the Morth Koveans transferved people from the sub ohossk
to cna of the PT bzats, the "intermatic ﬁal witers” sigmal wes bauled dowsy ang
followed wiih tha "thank you Ffor your censidevablen, I am lesavisg ke ares®
sfgral. This slgral was holzled by Quartowxmasier Pivsd Cluazs Chaxles Low and

4

Cdr, Buchay couldn't cxplain shy Signalman Fivst,.Class Wendall Leach ddaw 2GR
-"“-n_

. ”
tha £laas,

Cdw. Bucter azid thas ha kosw come things wars baing jeitlssned hecavss he
. . -~
§29 mugh papsr flesting 1a Lha Pesble's wake, Ho saw 2 lorth Xorsan PT kout
fellow aleng vhind Fucbls ard notsd that the Nosth XKorsans sa2zad very irisyastad.

Powevor, as didn't soo whatheor this paper was belng scsepsed eul of &l wabaw.
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Coiat Jzxmre Kall siplaines he puypsse of tha desdrection hill For the
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rsoesvch spacas ard shated thub.the bill coverad Yhyes Bysss; S pessaveh
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cperational spazces; the cryplto spécés sud administrative spaces., He szid
ﬁhat he wasn't responsible for dvarseeing destruction in all three spacea.
1% Harris informed the chief that his responsibiliity was for the srescarch
operational spaces and thaé:he (Lt Harris)““wouzd toke care of everything else."
Chief Kell sald that following a conversabtlon between Lt. Harris and the
bridge, Harris informed him,that permission %o comﬁence destructiou was deniéda
Kell locked out through & por® hele and saw the armed North Woreans cn the PT‘
boat 30 yards frem the Pueblo, He told the men in the research opergtional
spaces Lo commence shergency destruction which began immadiétely, Epproval from
the bridge arrived sbout two minutes after ¥ell ‘gave the commence order. |
Chief Kell also claxified his sarlier comment coneerning LY. Harris. He
sald he énly knaw Lt. Hsrris for 20 days (prior to se;zure) and in that short
period of %imag he dign®t ¥feel qualified to give an opinicn™ as to what_kind
of officer Lt. Harris waes. He also said that he thought the destructica eiffors
was done to the best of the mea's ability, thsat everyons was doing &s much as
he could do, and thai the desiruciticon was accomplished with & senss of urgency-
® »
Concerning ths buraing effort, Kell said that he thought that he gdve the
word ©0 Ysicp burning® bult he couldnit remewbzr the source of the order.
Marine Sergeant Robert Jn'Hammeﬁa teld the coﬁrt that hz was érdsred by

Chief Kz2ll to take classifisd materiasl to the chiefl pebty officers' gquarlsrs and

' 4%
"throw them overboard.® Aftelr jettisoning & few pleces of mabterial through a

port hele, Hammond said that arvea of ths ship came under immediate fire. He
czasad to Jettison material bzeauss he was thinking of his om safely. He e=id

that the mzchine gon shalls wsre nol penetrating the side of tha ehip; dbutl knew

¢
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that the Norith Xorsans had shalls which could panetrate cince this had elrsady
happaned,
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Communicstions Techaiclan Sacond Class Peter M, Langenberu teetifiad

that he 4 Pn*oyed burned and je eitieonsd meterials and continusd his efforis
after being weundad at the seme time Fireman Hodges was hit. 5 5

—

-n.

He ztated that he was old by Li, Harsis that some bagz laying in the

pﬁssaaauay were not to be jetticoned becaube the water depth was too shallow,

Later on; he was told by Lt. Harris to get some laundry bags, He seid the
laandry bags were eitner £illed or locked up, so he wenit to the elescironic

storeroon and goi some weighted bags instead.

After stacxingﬁﬁhe bags outéide of the resesvch spaces, he said he becaﬁe
dizzy from his wound., He went to the for?ard crew's berthing area where the air
was fresher, and got one of the other men Lo exchange general quarters staiions
il B,

FolloWIng Langenbergts testimsny, the court moved te a brief closed sassion.
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