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Postscript 

In
 oth

er w
ord

s, th
e stru

ggle in
 S

ou
th

 V
ietn

am
 is assu

m
in

g 

th
e cla

ssic fo
rm

 it h
a
s ta

k
en

 w
h

erev
er a

 g
u

erilla
 w

a
r d

e. 

velop
ed

 in
to a su

ccessfu
l w

ar of in
d

ep
en

d
en

ce, b
e it A

lgeria 

o
r C

u
b

a
. B

eg
in

n
in

g
 w

ith
 a

n
 o

v
erw

h
elm

in
g
 su

p
erio

rity
 in

 

favor of th
e R

igh
t-w

in
g an

d
 colon

ialist forces, th
e ratio con

-

stan
tly ch

an
ges in

 favor of th
e resistan

ce forces u
n

til a sort of 

eq
u

ality is ap
p

roach
ed

, follow
ed

 b
y a su

d
d

en
 collap

se of th
e 

R
igh

tists. O
u

tsid
e su

p
p

ort is p
ow

erless to ch
an

ge th
is. U

.S
. 

forces in
 S

ou
th

 V
ietn

am
 alread

y exceed
 12,000 m

en
, an

d
 n

ew
 

w
eap

on
s are con

stan
tly b

ein
g ad

d
ed

, in
clu

d
in

g h
elicop

ters 

w
ith

 m
ore fire-p

ow
er th

an
 an

y figh
ter p

lan
e of W

orld
 W

ar 

II, am
p

h
ib

iou
s troop

 carriers, n
ew

 typ
es of sm

all arm
s, an

d
 

rock
ets. B

u
t in

 th
e first d

ays of 1963, d
efeats w

ere alread
y so 

severe, in
clu

d
in

g m
ou

n
tin

g A
m

erican
 casu

alties, th
at P

resi-

d
en

t K
en

n
ed

y d
em

an
d

ed
 a sp

ecial rep
ort from

 M
r. M

cN
a-

m
ara. T

h
ese costly d

efeats h
ave con

tin
u

ed
 to m

ou
n

t. N
or are 

A
m

erican
 arm

s an
d

 d
ollars cap

ab
le of sq

u
eezin

g ou
t a b

ig 

exp
an

sion
 in

 D
iem

's forces, w
h

o are ob
viou

sly u
n

w
illin

g to 

fight. 
D

irect U
.S

. m
ilitary p

articip
ation

, even
 w

ith
 forces of d

i-

vision
 stren

gth
, can

n
ot b

rin
g ab

ou
t a reversal of th

e ch
an

g-

in
g ratio. O

n
 th

e oth
er h

an
d

, th
e resistan

ce forces cou
ld

 b
e 

d
o
u

b
led

 o
r ev

en
 q

u
in

tu
p

led
 in

 a
 sh

o
rt tim

e b
eca

u
se th

ey
 

sp
rin

g
 fro

m
 th

e p
eo

p
le d

efen
d

in
g
 th

eir o
w

n
 h

ea
rth

s a
n

d
 

fam
ilies. T

h
e in

exorab
le logic of th

e p
eop

le's w
ar h

as cau
gh

t 

u
p

 w
ith

 D
iem

 an
d

 h
is A

m
erican

 b
ack

ers. T
h

e U
n

ited
 S

tates 

is n
ow

 faced
 w

ith
 a ch

oice b
etw

een
 facin

g a straigh
t-ou

t d
e-

feat or seek
in

g a n
egotiated

 w
ith

d
raw

al. 
It is th

erefore n
o su

p
rise th

at b
y A

p
ril 1963 W

ash
in

gton
 

w
as alread

y m
ak

in
g sou

n
d

in
gs—

eith
er d

irectly or th
rou

gh
 

B
ritish

, F
ren

ch
, In

d
ian

 an
d

 oth
er ch

an
n

els--far th
e k

in
d

 of 

form
u

la u
n

d
er w

h
ich

 an
 "

h
on

orab
le"

 w
ith

d
raw

al cou
ld

 b
e 

n
egotiated

. B
u

t as in
 L

aos, W
ash

in
gton

 w
as seek

in
g a for-

m
u

la w
h

ich
 w

ou
ld

 p
rovid

e gain
s th

rou
gh

 d
ip

lom
acy or in

-

trigu
e th

at cou
ld

 n
ot b

e ob
tain

ed
 on

 th
e b

attlefield
. T

h
u

s 

th
e favorite form

u
la b

ein
g offered

 b
y W

ash
in

gton
's agen

ts in
 

A
p

ril 1963 w
as a form

 of "
n

eu
tralization

"
 of S

ou
th

 V
ietn

am
 

w
h

ich
 w

ou
ld

 ad
m

it som
e N

L
F

 elem
en

ts in
to a D

iem
ist-typ

e 
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regim
e in

 th
e S

ou
th

 (alth
ou

gh
 w

ith
ou

t D
iem

 h
im

self), in
 

exch
an

ge for th
e "

n
eu

tralization
"

 of th
e N

orth
, gu

aran
teed

 

b
y th

e p
resen

ce of som
e D

iem
ists in

 th
e govern

m
en

t of N
orth

 

V
ietn

am
. O

th
er varian

ts, alw
ays in

clu
d

in
g "

n
eu

tralization
"

 

of th
e N

orth
, en

vision
 a coalition

 govern
m

en
t in

 th
e S

ou
th

 

form
ed

 b
y D

iem
ist elem

en
ts on

 th
e R

igh
t, som

e m
em

b
ers of 

th
e N

L
F

 on
 th

e L
eft, an

d
 som

e lib
eral V

ietn
am

ese exiles in
 

P
aris to p

rovid
e th

e "
n

eu
tralist"

 fillin
g. A

gain
, D

iem
 h

im
self 

is to b
e exclu

d
ed

, as all b
u

t th
e m

ost d
ie-h

ard
 U

.S
. d

ip
lom

ats 

agree h
e is im

p
ossib

le. 
T

h
e fact th

at su
ch

 sch
em

es are b
ein

g offered
 w

ith
in

 little 

C
IV

E
T

 a year of d
irect U

.S
. in

terven
tion

 is a m
easu

re of th
e 

fru
stration

 of U
.S

. p
olicies in

 S
ou

th
 V

ietn
am

. M
ean

w
h

ile, 

th
e N

L
F

 lead
ersh

ip
 d

oes n
ot see in

 th
ese sch

em
es an

y evi-

d
en

ce th
at W

ash
in

gton
 n

ow
 w

an
ts a realistically n

egotiated
 

settlem
en

t_ T
h

ey are p
rep

ared
 to con

tin
u

e th
e resistan

ce 

stru
ggle u

n
til th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates fin
d

s it n
ecessary to n

egotiate 

seriously for w
ithdraw

al_ 

i
n
 

f 


