A BIG TEN INTERVIEW

ROBERT
VAUGHN

Robert Vaughn,” 2 man from UNCLE,

hag been writing his own script on col-.

campuses during the last two years,
He has been touring the campuses, and
various Democratic party affairs, crmz
ing the Vietnam war,

Vaughn's education Is much fuller
than his critics might belleva. He started
his college training at the University of
Minnesota, got his M.A. and B.A. at Los
Angeles City College, and Is working for
his PhD. at the University of Southern
California. His PhD. study centers on the
philosophy of mass communications and
political science. His dissertation will
focus on the McCarthy era and its ef-
fects on the American theater.

Among the stops on Vaughn's speak-

ing tours was the University of Minne-
sota. There, BIG TEN's Jim Miller talked
with him,

BIG TEN: Why are you making these
aspoaking trips? Are you motivated
by an ideological commitment , . .
are you planning a political career?

o e T S Al beasbadl WML,
""hl- lasf oW years 1 have spoken
against this war on college cam-
puses, at Democratic fund raising
dinners, and at a variety of other

gituations, B plaining my position,
BT; Are yb% lped, in your appear-
ances, kilg an actor?

V: Definitely, People ‘will generally
come o sea what the actor looks
like. ltw fat he is. ‘How tall
Whethet H ;ms his own hair.

BT As & iilllo of the war then, wht

do you thiak we should do in Viet-
nam?

V: My suggestions are no different

than those of at lecst one-third of
the UB Benate, many college pro-
fessors, and many, many people in
the world, It is quite stmple . . . we
uhould return to the Geneva Accords.

. We stop tha bombing of North
Vietnnm |

2. We daeaoa.lato the war in tha
South, ‘

3. We recognize the Viet Cong as
having belligerent status and henoe
negotiation status equal to that of
the Salgon regime,

4. We reconvéiie the Geneva Ao-
cords, - prefera.bly in an Aslan
country, We should indicate that, by
a certain date, all alien forces will
be out of Vietnam, We should also
indicate there will be internationally-
supervised elections, and that, even-
tually, Vietnam aga.in will be one
country, .
. Now, there is nothlng' new in these
suggestions, They have been made

many times before, But they have
not been o&mad put. -

BT: There has been critiulam nbout
the news coverage of the war in
Vietnam. Do you think thers's been
slanting or out-and-out lylng h:l the
press?

V: No. I have had the npportunity
to speak with many newsmen, I have
weekly seminars in my home with
Vietnam veterans. The news is not
mishandled or mismanaged in the
radical sense of the word. But, some
of it doesn't get through,

This is the result of fear, The men
who are in command are afraid to
admit we're not doing as well as we
gay we are, Hverybody tells every-
body something else, Bo when it gets
to Weashington, it's a serles of un-
fortunate lies, In that sense, then,
the news does get misdirected, Bo
the President gets a more-glossy and
glowing picture than what is aoctu-

L]




BT Du you shlnXk Presidcnt Konnod:
would have handled the war any
differently?

V: I think he would never have a]
lowed this war to become an Amer
ican war. I don't base this on the
strong emotional feeling I had for
Kennedy. I base it on two other
things.

First, in the last televised news
conference Kennedy had, he said, “in
the final analysis, it is their war.
We can give them troops, We can
give them support. We can give
them help. But they have to win it,
the people of South Vietnam.” -l

The second reason I feel this way
is a conversation I had with Senator
Wayne Morse. He told me that, on

e Mond before the assassina-

edy called him into his

office, Kenne said he had bee:
Jeading Morse's speeches critisizing
che war. Kennedy revealed he WaS
lanning an _entire review of, and
ghange _in, policies. The changes,
Kennedy told Morse, were Sympa-
thetic to Morse's views, Kennedy
said _he wanted Morse to come to
he ite House in s week, Novems-
ber 24 to_discuss the matter at

t time. But on November 24
o. ennedy was buried, ==

BT: To change the subject, how do
California politics relate to the nae
tion? Y

v: Thajw don't,

BT: Well, California has elected
several movie stars already, What
would happen if other entertainment-
tyre people were to try running, Will
the voters over-react? ¥

V: If the mctors already elected some-
how destroy the confidence of the
people, that will of course abrogate
the chances of any more actors be-
ing involved in politics, py
< 1 think there are a few actors
equipped for political office, Possibly
Governor Reagen is one of them. .
Even though his views are antithet-
ical to me. I think he has a goad
chance of being the GOP-presiden-
tial nominee in 1988, But he has
spent the better portion of his ma-
ture life involved in the social is-
sues and problems of the day. He's
been on the wrong side, I think, but
at least he's been Involved. He has
been president of several actors’ or-
ganizations. In fact, both he and
Benator Murphy have been enthusi-

(Continued on page 28)



