
re 6. 	
2ooi 

 N
 Y

T
im

1S
  

T
h

e T
hw

arted P
rom

ise of the 13 D
ays 

B
y S

ergei K
hrushchev 

P
R

O
V

ID
E

N
C

E
, R

.I. 
hose participating in or 
w

itn
e
ssin

g
 tu

rn
in

g
 

points in w
orld history 

a
re

 g
e
n
e
ra

lly
 d

is-
p
le

a
se

d
 b

y
 th

e
 w

a
y
 

such crises are depict- 
ed in film

s and plays. S
o, it w

as only 
reluctantly that I w

ent to see the film
 

"T
h
irteen

 .D
ay

s," ab
o
u
t P

resid
en

t 
John F

. K
ennedy and the C

uban m
is-

sile crisis, th
at b

ro
u
g
h
t th

e w
o
rld

 to
 

„-th
e b

rin
k

 o
f n

u
clear catastro

p
h

e in
 

1962. B
ut I w

as pleasantly surprised. 
T

h
e filn

i p
o
rtray

s th
e p

sy
ch

o
lo

g
i-

cal d
ram

a o
f a p

resid
en

t 'at th
e v

ery
 

m
o
m

en
t w

h
en

 h
e m

u
st m

ak
e d

eci-
sio

n
s th

at m
ay

 d
eterm

in
e th

e fate o
f 

his country, as w
ell as others, w

ith no 
k

n
o

w
led

g
e o

f w
h

at is h
ap

p
en

in
g

 in
 

the opposing cam
p. 

In
 tim

es lik
e th

at o
n
e, it's h

ard
 to

 
resist the tem

ptation of,applying the 
cudgel of a m

ilitary "solution" to the 
p
ro

b
lem

: F
o
rtu

n
ately

, in
 1

9
6
2
 th

e 
w

o
rld

 av
o

id
ed

 th
at tem

p
tatio

n
, an

d
 

b
o
th

 sid
es, th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se an

d
 th

e 
K

rem
lin, P

resident K
ennedy and m

y 
fath

er, S
o
v
iet P

rem
ier N

ik
ita K

h
ru

-
sh

ch
ev

, d
eserv

e cred
it fo

r th
at. 

. I w
as p

articu
larly

 stru
ck

 in
 th

e 

S
ergei K

hrushchev is a
 sen

io
r fello

w
 

at the T
hom

as J. W
a
tso

n
 Jr. In

stitu
te 

fo
r In

tern
atio

n
al S

tu
d

ies at 
B

ro
w

n
 

U
n
iversity. 

m
o
v
ie b

y
 w

h
at P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 

said
 • to

 G
en

eral M
ax

w
ell T

ay
lo

r, 
chairm

an of the Joint C
hiefs of S

taff 
—

 th
at th

e b
lo

ck
ad

e o
f C

u
b
a an

d
 

an
n
o
u
n
cem

en
ts o

f m
ilitary

 read
i-

n
ess w

o
u
ld

 serv
e as sig

n
als to

 th
e 

o
p

p
o

sin
g

 sid
e. A

n
d
 th

at th
e fu

tu
re 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e d

eterm
in

ed
 b

y
 h

o
w

 w
ell 

those signals w
ere understood in the 

K
rem

lin
. M

y
 fath

er h
ad

 th
o
u
g
h
t 

alo
n
g
 th

o
se sam

e lin
es. In

 fact, th
e 

F
ate closed a door 
that tw

o leaders 
had opened during 
the m

issile crisis. 

in
stallatio

n
 o

f m
issiles in

 C
u

b
a w

as 
to

 serv
e as a sig

n
al to

 p
rev

en
t an

 
A

m
erican attack of C

uba. B
ut A

m
er =' 

leans m
isunderstood this signal as a 

provocation. 
T

h
e su

b
ject o

f a lead
er's ab

le an
d
 

effectiv
e b

eh
av

io
r in

 a crisis is p
ar:

  
ticularly close to m

e. I relived those, 
days w

hile w
orking on m

y last bO
ok, 

"N
ik

ita K
h
ru

sh
ch

ev
 an

d
 th

e C
re-

atio
n
 o

f a S
u
p
erp

o
w

er." It d
eals at 

length w
ith the C

uban crisis. 
' W

h
ile "T

h
irteen

 D
ay

s" p
o
rtray

s 
w

h
at w

as h
ap

p
en

in
g

 in
 th

e W
h

ite 
H

o
u

se an
d

 b
arely

 to
u

ch
es o

n
 th

e 

S
o
v
iet sid

e, I d
escrib

ed
 w

h
at w

as 
going on in M

oscow
 and m

y father's 
ro

le. T
h
e film

 an
d
 m

y
 b

o
o
k
 are lik

e 
m

irro
r im

ag
es reflectin

g
 th

e ev
en

ts 
of those days. D

espite all their differ-
ences, W

ashington and M
oscow

 w
ere 

u
n
ited

 in
 o

n
e co

n
v
ictio

n
: W

h
atev

er 
th

e co
st, th

e situ
atio

n
 m

u
st n

o
t slip

 
out of their control. 

T
h

e v
ery

 first sh
o

t fired
 w

o
u

ld
 

m
ean that their generals —

 not they, 
the political leaders —

 and the logic 
of w

ar, not the logic of negotiations, 
w

ould begin to determ
ine the future 

of the planet. 
W

hen the crisis w
as already over, 

I rem
em

b
er h

o
w

 A
m

erican
 h

aw
k

s 
(along w

ith M
ao Z

edong) vied w
ith 

each
 o

th
er in

 tau
n
tin

g
 m

y
 fath

er, 
accusing him

 of w
eakness, of being 

th
e first to

 "b
lin

k
." A

t th
e tim

e m
y
 

fath
er said

 to
 m

e: "T
h
e o

n
e w

h
o
 

blinks first is not alw
ays the w

eaker 
one. S

om
etim

es he is the w
iser one." 

In
 th

is case b
o

th
 lead

ers sh
o

w
ed

 
w

isd
o
m

. T
h
is w

as th
e first crisis o

f 
th

e co
ld

 w
ar in

 w
h
ich

 th
e lead

ers 
b
eg

an
 alm

o
st im

m
ed

iately
 to

 ex
-

ch
an

g
e secret m

essag
es.. A

n
d
 th

at 
m

ean
t th

at th
ey

 h
ad

 b
eg

u
n

 to
 tru

st 
each

 o
th

er. D
u
rin

g
, th

e crises th
at 

arose before 1962, the tw
o sides sim

-
p
ly

 reso
rted

 to
 th

reats, lik
e m

ilitary
 

m
an

eu
v

ers an
d

 an
g

ry
 d

iatrib
es o

n
 

the front pages of new
spapers. 

A
 g

reat d
eal ch

an
g
ed

 after th
e 

crisis: A
 d

irect co
m

m
u
n
icatio

n
 lin

k
 

b
etw

een
 M

o
sco

w
 an

d
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 

w
as established, nuclear testing (ex-

c
e
p
t fo

r u
n
d
e
rg

ro
u
n
d
 te

sts) w
a
s  

b
an

n
ed

 an
d
 th

e co
n
fro

n
tatio

n
 ev

er 
B

erlin w
as ended. 

B
ut there w

as m
uch that P

resident 
K

ennedy and m
y father did not suc- 

ceed
 in

 seein
g
 th

ro
tig

h
 to

 th
e en

d
. I 

am
 co

n
v
in

ced
 th

at if h
isto

ry
 h

ad
 

allow
ed them

 another six years, they 
w

ould have brought the cold w
ar to a 

close before the end of the 1960's. I 
say this w

ith good reason, because in 
1963 m

y father m
ade.an official an- 

n
o

u
n

c
e
m

e
n

t to
 a

 se
ssio

n
 o

f th
e
 

U
.S

.S
.R

. D
efense C

ouncil that he in- 
ten

d
ed

 to
 sh

arp
ly

 red
u
ce S

o
v
iet 

arm
ed forces from

 2.5 m
illion m

en to 
half a m

illion'and to stop the produc-
tio

n
 o

f tan
k

s an
d

 o
th

er • o
ffen

siv
e 

w
eapons. 
H

e thought that 200 to 300, intercon 
tin

en
tal n

u
clear ,m

issiles m
ad

e an
 

attack on the S
oviet U

nion im
possi-

ble,. w
hile- the,. m

o
n

ey
 freed

 u
p

 b
y

 
reducing the size of the arm

y w
ould . 

b
e p

u
t to

 b
etter u

se in
..ag

ricu
ltu

re 
and housing construction, 

B
u

t fate d
ecreed

 o
th

erw
ise, an

d
 

th
e w

in
d
o
w

 o
f o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

, b
arely

 . 
cracked open, closed at once. In 1963 
P

resident K
ennedy W

as killed, and a 
year later, in O

ctober 1969, m
y father 

w
as rem

oved from
 pow

er. T
he cold 

w
ar continued for another quarter of 

a century. It has now
 ended, but the 

tw
o

 sid
es still h

av
e a h

ard
 tim

e u
n

-
d

e
rsta

n
d

in
g

 e
a
c
h

 o
th

e
r. A

n
d

 a
l- 

though m
istakes today do not threat- 

en
 to

 d
estro

y
 ev

ery
th

in
g
 liv

in
g
 o

n
 

earth, in international affairs it is no 
easier now

 to adopt the right decision 
than it w

as In O
ctober 1962. 	
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