
C
harles L

ew
is 

O
rchestrated O

utrage A
bout C

uba 
U

nderneath the inaccurate state-
m

ents and ad hom
inem

 attacks by 
R

oger E
. H

ernandez ["T
he C

uban 
Influence," op-ed, F

eb. 3] against the 
C

en
ter fo

r P
u

b
lic In

teg
rity

 fo
r its 

recent investigative report, "S
queeze 

P
lay: T

he U
nited S

tates, C
uba, and 

the H
elm

s-B
urton A

ct," our facts, 
figures and overall fm

dings rem
ain 

unchallenged. 
S

ince 1979, w
e found, individuals 

and organizations w
ith a direct, iden-

tifiable interest or stake in the future 
of C

uba have poured m
ore than $4.4 

m
illion into the U

.S
. political system

. 
O

f that am
ount, approxim

ately $3.2 
m

illio
n
, o

r 7
3
 p

ercen
t, h

as co
m

e 
fro

m
 tru

stees an
d
 d

irecto
rs o

f th
e 

C
uban A

m
erican N

ational F
ounda-

tion (C
A

N
F). 

C
A

N
F

 and its chairm
an, Jorge M

as 
C

an
o

sa, h
av

e created
 a lo

b
b

y
in

g
 

force that is, dollar for dollar, argu-
ably the m

ost effectiV
e in W

ashing-
ton. C

A
N

F
 and its allies, the C

uban 
A

m
erican F

oundation and the F
ree 

C
uba P

A
C

, have pushed for—
and 

gotten—
three things. F

irst, the cre-
ation of R

adio M
arti and T

V
 M

arti, 
th

e b
ro

ad
castin

g
 o

p
eratio

n
s th

at 
have cost U

.S
. taxpayers m

ore than 
$280 m

illion, S
econd, the passage of 

th
e 1

9
9

2
 C

u
b

an
 D

em
o

cracy
 A

ct, 
w

h
ich

 elim
in

ated
 U

.S
. su

b
sid

iary
 

trade w
ith C

uba. A
nd third, in 1996,' 

the passage of the H
elm

s-B
urton act, 

w
hich took the unprecedented step 

of im
posing U

.S
. law

 on the subsid-
iaries of foreign com

panies. 
- N

early
 fo

u
r d

ecad
es after F

id
el  

C
astro seized pow

er, and despite a 
near-constant drive by the U

nited 
S

tates to
 g

et rid
 o

f h
im

, h
e is still 

ruling C
uba and—

m
ore than ever—

w
e are straining our alliances to free 

the hem
isphere from

 its last dictator-
ship. H

ow
 did this happen? W

hy has 
th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates tak

en
 

su
c
h

 a
 h

a
rd

 
lin

e
 a

g
a
in

st 
C

uba in com
- 

p
ariso

n
 w

ith
 

other countries, such as C
hina, that 

also 
have 

dictatorial regim
es and 

equally egregious hum
an rights re-

cords? W
hy has so little m

eaningful 
debate been heard on C

apitol H
ill 

over U
.S. policy tow

ard C
uba? 

M
uch of our w

ork at the C
enter 

for P
ublic Integrity—

w
e've issued 

2
7

 in
v

e
stig

a
tiv

e
 re

p
o

rts in
 sii 

years—
has focused on the political 

process and how
 it som

etim
es can 

becom
e distorted. A

nd so it seem
ed 

like a perfectly reasonable undertak-
ing to exam

ine U
.S

. policy tow
ard 

C
uba and the forces behind it. 
T

h
e o

rch
estrated

 reactio
n
 an

d
 

public cam
paign against our study 

are actually a m
etaphor for the influ-

en
ce—

an
d
 tactics—

o
f th

e C
u
b
an

 
A

m
erican N

ational F
oundation and 

its supporters. T
he day before our 

study w
as released at a W

ashington 
new

s conference, C
A

N
F w

as already 
circulating attack inform

ation about 
the center to journalists and others. 
C

A
N

F
's supporters in C

ongress took 
to the radio airw

aves in M
iam

i. T
he  

!
 

office of N
ew

 Jersey S
en. R

obert 
T

orricelli w
ent so far as to brand us 

"racist." In his sim
ilarly intem

perate 
co

m
m

en
ts, co

lu
m

n
ist H

ern
an

d
ez 

blasted the center for "using racial 
stereo

ty
p
es to

 attack
 an

 eth
n
ic 

g
ro

u
p

." T
h

e d
em

o
n

izatio
n

 o
f th

e 
m

e
sse

n
g
e
r 

w
as com

pleted 
b

y
 re

p
e
a
te

d
 

referen
ces to

 
the A

rca Foun- 
dation, w

hich 
m

ad
e a g

ran
t o

f $
2

5
,0

0
0

 to
 th

e 
center, accounting for less than half 
the cost of the study. O

ver the years, 
the A

rca F
oundation has funded or-

ganizations and conferences to pro-
m

ote a dialogue w
ith C

uba, w
hich w

e 
detailed in a separate chapter titled 
"T

he C
uba H

ustlers" about com
pa-

nies and other groups interested in 
C

uba. T
w

o other foundations helped 
to underw

rite our research, but they 
w

eren't ham
m

ered. N
one of these 

groups contributes to politicians and 
political parties. N

ine other founda-
tions, conservative and liberal, for-
m

ally declined to support this year-
long project. 

U
nlike m

any not-for-profit organi-
zations, the C

enter for P
ublic Integ-

rity has alw
ays identified up-front-

as w
e did in our new

s conference and 
on page tw

o of our C
uba study—

our 
specific sources of support. A

rca and 
the other 20 foundations that con-
tributed to us in 1996 knew

 at the 
outset that they could have absolute-
ly no role in our investigations. In- 

d
 e  

w
 l aave lost m

any donors over 
the years that becam

e unhappy w
ith 

our findings. 
Im

agine m
y chagrin, how

ever, at 
being called a racist that's a first—
considering that it w

as the C
enter 

for Public Integrity that pointed out a 
year ago that a co-chairm

an of P
at 

B
uchanan's presidential cam

paign 
had taught hate groups how

 to devel-
op m

ilitia capabilities and w
orked 

w
ith such w

hite suprem
acist groups 

as A
ryan N

ation. "S
queeze P

lay" is 
about the evolution of U

.S
. policy 

tow
ard C

uba, and about a political 
organization's successful efforts to 
affect public policy. It is not about an 
ethnic group—

period. S
uch distinc-

tions are understood by m
ost read-

ers, including the distinguished C
u-

b
an

 A
m

erican
 jo

u
rn

alists o
n

 th
e 

C
enter for P

ublic Integrity's board 
and advisory board. 

It seem
s to

 m
e th

at H
ern

an
d

ez 
and the C

uban A
m

erican N
ational 

F
o
u
n
d
atio

n
 w

an
t to

 h
av

e it b
o
th

 
w

ays. T
he conservative faction of the 

C
uban A

m
erican exile com

m
unity 

discovered in the early 1980s how
 to 

w
ield political pow

er and influence in 
W

ashington as effectively as any or-
ganization. B

ut anyone w
ho has the 

tem
erity to note its inordinate po-

tency as a political force is viciously 
slam

m
ed and sm

eared w
ith the igno-

m
inious epithet of "racist." 

T
he w

riter is the founder and 
executive director of the C

enter for 
P

ublic Integrity. 

T
aking E

xception 


