
w
hich recently has taken to m

aking 
controversial inform

ation available 
in the evenings, after the deadlines 
of the prim

e-tim
e netw

ork television 
new

s program
s. 

T
he A

rm
y S

chool of the A
m

eri-
cas, lo

n
g
 lo

cated
 in

 P
an

am
a b

u
t 

m
oved in 1984 to Fort B

enning, G
a., 

has trained nearly 60,000 m
ilitary 

and police officers from
 L

atin A
m

eri-
ca and the U

nited S
tates since 1946. 

Its graduates have included som
e 

of the region's m
ost notorious hum

an 
rights abusers, am

ong them
 R

oberto 
D

'A
ubuisson, the leader of E

l Salva-
dor's right-w

ing death squads; 19 Sal-
vadoran soldiers linked to the 1989 
assassination of six Jesuit priests; 
G

en. M
anuel A

ntonio N
oriega, the 

deposed Panam
anian strongm

an; six 
Peruvian officers linked to killings of 
students and a professor; and C

oL
 Ju-

lio R
oberto A

lpirez, a G
uatem

alan of-
ficer im

plicated in the death of an 
A

m
erican innkeeper living in G

uate-
m

ala and to the death of a leftist guer-
rilla m

arried to an A
m

erican law
yer. 

See M
A

N
U

A
L

, A
9, C

ol. 4 

A
rm

y Instructed L
atins 

n E
xecutions, T

orture 
M

anuals U
sed 1982-91, Pentagon Reveals 

B
y D

ana Priest 
W

ashington Post Staff C
Y atzt 

r/z, ( /16 

U
.S

. A
rm

y intelligence m
anuals 

used to train L
atin A

m
erican m

ili- 
tary officers at an A

rm
y school from

 
1982 to 1991 advocated executions, 
torture, blackm

ail and other form
s of 

coercion against insurgents, P
enta-

gon docum
ents released yesterday 

show
. 

U
sed in courses at the U

.S
. A

r-
m

y's S
chool of the A

m
ericas, the 

m
anual says that to recruit and con-

trol inform
ants, counterintelligence 

agents could use "fear, paym
ent of 

bounties for enem
y dead, beatings, 

false im
prisonm

ent, executions and 
the use of truth serum

," according to 
a secret D

efense D
epartm

ent sum
-

m
ary of the m

anuals com
piled dur-

ing a 1992 investigation of the in-
stru

c
tio

n
a
l m

a
te

ria
l a

n
d
 a

lso
 

released yesterday. 
A

 sum
m

ary of the investigation 
and four pages of brief, translated 
excerpts from

 the seven S
panish-

language m
anuals w

ere released last 
night by the D

efense D
epartm

ent, 

E
xecutions, T

orture as C
oercion, 

M
A

N
U

A
L

, From
 A

l 

T
he D

efense D
epartm

ent said the school's 
curriculum

 now
 includes m

andatory hum
an 

rights training and it is an effective w
ay to 

help prom
ote m

ilitary professionalism
 in a 

region w
here that concept is still nascent. 

"T
he problem

 w
as discovered in 1992, 

properly reported and fixed,' said L
t. C

al. 
A

rne O
w

ens, a Pentagon spokesm
an. "T

here 
h
av

e b
een

 a lo
t o

f g
reat ch

an
g

es at th
e 

School of the A
m

ericas." 
W

hen reports of the 1992 investigation 
surfaced this year during a congressional in-
quiry into the C

IA
's activities in G

uatem
ala, 

spokesm
en for the school denied the m

anuals 
advocated such extrem

e m
ethods of opera-

tion, w
hich w

ere in violation of A
rm

y policy 
and law

 at the tim
e they w

ere in use. 
T

he 1992 investigation concluded the in-
clusion of the m

ethods w
as the result of bu-

reaucratic oversight. "It is incredible that the 
u
se ... sin

ce 1
9
8
2
 . 	

evaded the estab- 
lished system

 of doctrinal controls," said the 
report of the investigation, conducted by the 
office of the assistant to the secretary of de-
fense for intelligence oversight. "N

everthe-
less, w

e could find no evidence that this w
as 

a deliberate and orchestrated attem
pt to vio-

late D
oD

 or A
rm

y policies." 
T

he m
anuals w

ere com
plied by A

rm
y in-

telligence officials using "outdated instruc-
tional m

aterial w
ithout the required doctrinal 

ap
p
ro

v
al" fro

m
 th

e A
rm

y
 In

tellig
en

ce 
School, the investigation report said. 

T
he m

aterial w
as based, in part, on train-

ing instructions used in the 1960s by the A
r-

m
y's F

oreign Intelligence A
ssistance P

ro-
g
ram

, en
titled

 "P
ro

ject X
." T

h
e 1

9
9
2
 

investigation also found the m
anual w

as dis-
tributed to thousands of m

ilitary officers 
from

 11 S
outh and C

entral A
m

erican coun-
tries, including G

uatem
ala, E

l Salvador, H
on-

duras and P
anam

a, w
here the U

.S
. m

ilitary 
w

as heavily involved in counterinsurgency. 
O

ne m
anual, entitled "H

andling of Sourc-
es," also "discloses classified [inform

ant] 
m

ethodology that could com
prom

ise A
rm

y 
clandestine intelligence m

odus operandi," 
the 1992 investigation found. A

nother m
anu-

al, entitled "C
ounterintelligence," contained 

"sensitive A
rm

y counterintelligence tactics. 

• eeL 
T

he D
efense D

epartm
ent yesterday said 

the 1992 in
vestigators fou

n
d

 tw
o dozen ob- t  

jectionable passages am
ong the 1,169 pages,. 

of instruction. F
or instance, the m

anual entil 
tied "H

andling of S
ources" says, "T

he C
I 

[counterintelligence] agent could cause the . 
arrest of the em

ployees [inform
ants] par-

ents, im
prison the em

ployee or give him
 a 

beating" to coerce cooperation. 

of the questioned 
m

ethods w
as the result 

of bureaucratic 
oversight. 

com
m

only used at the tim
e as a euphem

ism
 

for execution or destruction, a Pentagon offi- ). 
cial said. 

T
he m

anual on "T
errorism

 and the U
rbarile, 

G
uerrilla" says that "another function of th

e,,:i;  
C

I agents is recom
m

ending C
I targets for.1.,,, 

neutralizing. T
he C

I targets can include per 
sonalities, installations, organizations, docti-
m

ents and m
aterials . . . the personality tar, 

g
ets p

ro
v
e to

 b
e v

alu
ab

le so
u
rces o

f,e
, 

intelligence. Som
e exam

ples of these targets „er 
are governm

ental officials, political leaders, 
and m

em
bers of the infrastructure." 

T
he D

efense D
epartm

ent continues to try, e. 
to collect the m

anuals but, as 'the 1992 
vestigation noted, "due to incom

plete re;
  

cords, retrieval of all copies is doubtful." 	
- 

R
ep. Joseph P

. K
ennedy II (D

-M
ass.), an ..; 

advocate of closing the school, said in a., 
statem

ent last night that the m
anuals "show

:  t7
 

w
hat w

e have suspected all along, that tax-e,-;  
payers' m

oney has been used for physical za 
abuse." K

ennedy said, "T
he S

chool of thee;e 
A

m
ericas. a C

old W
ar rP

F
r. clarm

Irl 
h
e
 c

h
e
f
 . 

O
n several occasions it uses the w

ords. T  
"neutralization" or "neutralizing," w

hich w
a'S'i  ,e 

A
 1992 investigation 	

= ; 1
 

 

concluded the inclusion 


