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Krushehev S ‘Rude Message

"

Afteru:orethanSS]rears,theState

| Department has released a message
. from Soviet leader Nikita ‘Khrushchev

that was seen as so insulting to Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy that his brother,

Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy,

| refused to receive it.”
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The Russian text was obtained re-
Affairs.

printed for the first time in a 320-page
book, Volume 6 of “Foreign Relations of

the United States, 1961-63," a historical

compilation of the complete correspon-
dence between the Soviet and American
Jeaders. The book was released Friday.

The message, transmitted through
the Soviet Embassy m Washington, was
sent on April T, 1963. '

“You now have a lot oftlmeorators,'“

the so-called ispecialists- in military af-
fairs,” the message said. “We have to re-

plybutwhos‘rhndstogam?'l‘henuhta-.
rists and monopolists making ‘millions on 't
meproductlouofannaments.OIﬂythey.,

stand to gain'

Robert Kennedy interpreted the_me§- o
sage as saying that the United States -

was run by capitalists interested only.in

war profits and that they were dictating

The Soviet message and RoheItKen-" o
nedy’s memo to the president were
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Us. policy.. Hea]so noted chargem that
theUnnedStateswaswppormlgCuban \
exiles in attacks on their homeland,
‘charges recently- echoed by President .
Fidel Castro’s government after shoot-
ing down two planes piloted by exiles.
- Robert Kennedy wrote: -

 “Tsaid. . ltwassomsultmgandrude

- to the presndent and to the United

States that 1 would neitheraoceptitnor
transmit its message.” - !

‘The State Department called the cor- -
respondence unique.

“It gave rise to the first informal wnt-
ten exchange between Cold War lead-
ers,” the department explained in'a”
statement. “Its existence as a reliable,
direct, and quick channel of communica-
tions was instrumental in avoiding inter-
national catastrophe durmg the € -Cuban
missile crisis,” i _{,q?_m} et

- The correapondence—md . ;

cludes formal notes and what
known as the “pen pal” letters. :

et leader sent condolence on the
- of Kennedy’s newborn son:

- “My wife, Nina Petrovna,
all our family, send you, yo
your family our regards and
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