Jim Lesar 4/6/94
Y18 F St,, HW #509
Wgshineton, DC 20004

Dear Jim,

ot loms azo you told me I should read Yonsi's book, which I'd been ignoring. along
with many others I regnrd as time-wanters. I asled you why and you gave me no real an—
swer, just indicating that it had infomation in it 'l:k'at L ghould lmow. When you said
that aft » I'd indicated my Op:'n.nion of him and his work Igsumed that you saw something
roally worthyhile in ite So, I mof it and read it, not skiprming until toward the end.
Having finishe! it, I'm not all that sorry and I'm not complaining about your referrinsg
ne to a bool that is very bad in almost all ways. I've done gome annotating on it.

The one way in which id is not as bad as it could be tells me nothing new, that
the—@—ﬂzbl\ was terrilble. louever, ,:L;. might be of some use to the people for them to
lmow that. Fonzi fell far l.shojr and he is dope enoush not to perceive what was happening
at the hearings, which were aimed at debumldng all the criticismd &llexcept mind. Bla!'ey
never mentionad me in any of his nar-ations,

Those incomp:tents never did look into the assassination itself and Fonzi, for all
his demands, Trow his own-ccc:nmt nade no such recommendation of demand. Not even after
it was all over, i lis booke The r ason is simple: he did not baelieve that was the way
to investigate the assassinifition., Like all you goung fogies, he actually believed he had
solved it with his Vecimna diversioneamd A/ULeletav “r

All of you, too, have childish notions about intelligence agencies, like coming from
novels, What was from the first obvious in the Vefiana story is so gross a violation of
what I {ldnk is called tradeeraft that no intelligence agent of any kind would permit
it, leave alons arrange it. He would nover bring two of his pecople together, least of all
in daylight and in a place where many gﬁople cof1d see ite. Philips would ncver have done
that or anything lile it.

_ Horeover, Fonzi et al merely présumed that Veciana worked for the CIA., There is no
proof of that and no indication an;,r:real ef fort was made te learn,

Well, he didn'-h. I'm swrprised Lbhat Yoch did not remember that because I told him and
he reminded me of “it. I canmot find what * believe was my f&:rst roford of it but my file
does hold a copy of a lotter I believe was to a Post revorter referring to the actuality,.
I'11 enclose it. L'll explain how Iﬁlearnad,. Cisdh

Lil and I lhad a dear friend, E"rp_t;nie uerger, who in that days had the only bookstore
in Frederick, Like me, Ernie was a tronsplanted Philadelphian, a 3t jasz (taditional)

buff like me and unlilke me, an edcellent piar:isté. I think he'd first come here with
a band during the gﬂat Dcpr{‘ss.lon. lie ﬁyed, mnrmed a local voman who died young, re-

married, and wh~n Mis two son s by tho first marrlage was worldng on a thesis, doctoral, o
Hadison, Erm.g afked me if I could help that son, Henry,
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Tirst I swiested to Henry that he reformulate his topic. It was on the United
States union movewent and foreipn policy, L've forgotten the exact formulation. 1
suggested the labor movement as part of US foreirm policy. ﬂle like thate I was able to
open some deors in Vashington to hims One .as at the AFL-CIO, right up %t the top. 4s
a result lenry had access to all he wanted from the records of their lmternational
Vinfederation oi' Free ‘rade Ynions. It was stari)::tl in op’gas:l.tlon to an intérnational
groupin:; in Durvope was was to the lef't of centergziﬁ_'n” Brown handled Europe and
ifrica. (Aside® once when L was trying to get :tel tile egps of a i‘mnowa ¥rench chicken,
kn pouloty de Yrosse, Broun was going to scnd them in the diplomatic punch' ) Serafino
uOll]]]jlldJ. haflled the wostern hemdspherse Rolf 'L'lld_'l. and L had met .Jo:LFaJ.ly several times,
at the home of ocur ﬁ:‘lﬂnds who wer: his fr:l.cnds.

The ICFTU worlked with the CIA, very closely, but was not part of it. Forexample,
they led the overthrow of the freely elected leaﬁa government ol Cheddi Jaga.n. I think
they were leas than happy in th. end because their Forbes Burnham twned the Jagan way
on them last I remember,

Veciana Wkbrleed for the ICFTU. Mot the CIA itself as of the onlr lmnowledge I have.

T learfjed thot mvech earlier than the enclosed recon[ of 1970. Henry Uerger had his
doctorate gld was tcaching at Vermont, Burlington, the early winter of 1966 when he had
ne got there to speal. Ha then xutf,hed to Uashingtcm S5te ‘{L_OU.IL*] where as of my last
Imowledze he still war, He iorked in the ﬂmrlald_ f[;.les in the early 1960s.
As yeu can }’f;ee, ny typing was not alvays this terrible! I then had ry old upricht
and could face it when typing,

I'1l ap) lioch if he ean rotrieve the short memo I wrote him some years before this one.

I'm not roing to take the tine for all the many criticiams I can make of Fonzi's

¥ ;)nl:i.shness, llgp troating third-hand hearsay and the given word in hig writing,over
: and over anain. I never sousht to lmve anything to do with him after he and that poli-
tﬁcal dod E&%ﬁ%& decided that Uonally could not have been hit before Z ffame /92

and Salandria insisted on douurlat:l.n{_'; the first 5 1/ 2 hours of a 4 hour talk show I had,
with that stupidity. (Vince used to keep Garrison enthralled holding forth on how the )
JIK assassination is like Trotsky's. It was becaiise he could do that that L had him with
me so I could breal: up the horror Garrison planned to commemorate the fifth anniversary,
one part of which would have been to charge Robert lee Perrin as a Grassy ®noll assassin-
one of the shoo-f;ers? when ¥ Perrin had ld.llec}ﬁﬁ.mself the year before.it It worked but
you wont see this In Garrison's book! It has poor Boxley the villain,)

There is one thing that Fonzi was too dopey_, too grossly ignorant, too deeply mired
in his Veciana nonsense to be xp@ able to under.tand its importance~ IF TRUE, I enclose
his gage 5603 "Ted) Shackley said if he had lmowiht (JF) Kennedy meant by 'hard intel-
ligence' he would have gotten him a U-2 photograph (01 the missiles) much earlier,"

ﬁfew*from another sovurce tiiis he could have done, but the official story is that
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a long-lasting clowl cover prevented any U-2 filming of Huba until the U];A gave JI'K
thode -ngb 17.'{59{1 in that famous speech animouncing their disclovery and what we's do.
' Phe pip nlfit.mtg/should be apparent: they had the proof and delayed it to bring us
to the brink of a holocaust. And all the interviening time Senator Keat:.n{/et al were

beating the war drums with vigor. [

Henry, for some reason I suspect hud to do with his career, refused several offers
to publish hi: tliesis as a bg:l:. I father could not understand it. I remember clearly
itho did me the favor of opening those files to llenry but see no point in using the
names 1t vas in Yeany's office, is I remember the name of the AFL/CI® president
correct f;'i‘irst nmnnqueorge. I think I remember who the John on the Post was. He got fireci

during a labot dispute,

And if he forvarded my letter to Dan Kurzman, Dan never answered. The Post fired 1
him when he was to—.l—ao its otory dn Whitewash. I think it was over sumethin;: he'd
written about the Diminican ﬁepublic. I think they pave him a good severance and he

started uriting books, * ‘ine fellow.

If as L belicve is not possible the assassination itself is ever solved, it will
not be tho likes of any who have written these books of theories they regard as fact
and trgat that vay.

And an enormous amount of hmmfbntinups to be done by them. The confuse the people
even more and turn all mhmr= in a PDSl‘l’.lOn to perhaps get 1ntcreste§,—off They cover
the official asses as officidom cannot do for itself., And Wd fivern the media its
Justification {or vhat cannot be justiflied.

l)o you realize that in Fonzi's book he nsver once makes any mention of the fact
of the: ssass:.natmn? He is indifferent to 11:, would be Iercule Poirrot/ Perry. ‘,{lason/
Sherloclc Holmes he imagine:; himself to be.

It is all so stupid, so sick, so ego-centered, so selfﬂdefeqtinr and so hurtful
to truth and to the country. And, noturally, that erap afways finds a pub]mssher homes

I am anxious to get the Conyer h arings and to be told the name of the one Posner !
interrupted.

Do you Inow Anna Harie ¥u 01d Fogie

ﬁuhns Walko? She sent Gary

Aguilar some fine stuff firom the disclosed

IISGA records and he gave me copiese. I'd like to thanlk her and ask her if vhe gets more
like it to please send me copies. Is she by chance married to a man }{t Andrews? A woman
[Mho is phoned me shortly after the new stuff wa: opened. I was to hear from her again

but haven't,
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6/19/70

Deex John,

I eny ~f tole 18 ‘unclear td"»you whon * givo it to you tonlght, ook [or
sxplenations, I think it botter nnt to tell yeu'wny or in whalt eantext, the
ransonse i_ncluding gatting oan untointed responsae.

Pleces nsl Den Kurzman who bis flles o notes may ahow eni what his

’*rn‘cdllautions may hold on:

Gonznlez, Reynold and mrifma other srellings spproximeting this),
formar Henolo Ray = MRP associste, captured by Castro, former Gubsn trade-
wlon lesder, whose arrest wes protested by International Confederation of

Free Trads Unions (from Brussels, 10/24/61). Taey spalled it "Relnol". de waa
sllegsdly anti-Batiste, had been with Dank Workers! Union. Paul Bethel (wio

epells Lt "Roysnl" say2 ue was tortured omd foreed to tali.
Asdnis Veelsna, orgunlzar Alpha 66, formmer Cuban Treasury oflficial.

Plata armnat Ueatro fnnecdetely following Bay iigs, espe for tmlence
of 1901, Raul fAna tnlked of such ;lots at U, ineluding ona agalezt Raul Cuatro.

INTTU<CIA eomnections, i ony.

lnyslvement of Irving Brown snd Seraphine Nomuoldli in such sctivities.
te maw heve thle in hie Jey Lovestone reterdnl, 1'G e intereatad In kuowing if
he tuinka ¥hie weoorting hel cogyiling to do mith his ilsnviug “Behington (Den's,
thet 40, Pomurld! ie dead). ' j ; .

“ensa nlan tall Don thet 1€ be ie evor down tuls woy, 1'd 1like io se9
him npein, %r moy then ha Intercrcied fv vhet 1e belde vido foquir: wid & wmay
then be oble tr tell him. i

Anf plve bim my 4henks nn?t bert vighos.

ginceraly.

faulenn coplen distributed, The wiher zourco i= Henry Borger, Deporiment of )
ilstory, Vashington Unlv., St. “ouls. o intorvioved Romusldi snd msmy others
and can spell out tho connectlons thst interest you. He is salso very busy an
hne been hesvily preoccupled g lvaging otulents from the authorities, in addltion

te hie mnjor rresczupntionz.



360 /| THE LAST INVESTIGATION

At the time of the interview with Shackley, Blakey had not yet
worked out the agreement with Admiral Turner, so Shackley wasn't
under any compulsion to answer our questions at all—much less

“truthfully. And Shackley took full advantage of that fact. He was
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coldly cooperative but not very helpful. A tall, trim man with horn-
rimmed glasses, a wide forehead and the pallor of a scholar, Shack-
ley’s Teutonic bearing braced an impenetrable wall of restraint. He
answered every guestion without elaboration. He also lied when he
thought he had to.

Shackley gave us the Agency’s historic line of half truths about
the role of the CIA’s JM/WAVE station. In its initial phase, he said,
its mission was to provide an intelligence assessment of what could
be done about *‘the Cuban problem.”” Its primary concern, therefore,
was organizing its intelligence collection capabilities, such as trying to
recruit or place spies into Cuba and debriefing newly arrived exiles.
However, said Shackley, JM/WAVE also gave what he called **general
assistance’’ to Cuban exile groups which could infiltrate into Cuba so
they could collect information and implant intelligence-gathering com-
munications equipment.

Shackley almost let slip a note of personal bitterness when he
spoke of President Kennedy's ignoring the Agency's warnings that
Russia was increasing its military presence in Cuba. Kennedy refused
to take the Agency’s word, saying he needed “*hard intelligence.” His

1" station knew, Shackley said, that there were missiles in Cuba long

before the policymakers would accept that reality. He said Kennedy

'W"h announced that fact only after receiving a U-2 aerial photograph of

Y:Wy“j\w’“\’ the missiles. An edge of cynicism in his tone, Shackley said if he had
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known what Kennedy meant by “‘hard intelligence’ he would have
gotten hima U-2 photograph much earlier.
" With the build up of the Russian presence and the tightening of
. security, Shackley recalled, the JM/WAVE station was forced to
support the intelligence gathering groups’ infiltration into Cuba and
their implantation of communications eguipment by paramilitary
means. However, Shackley claimed, the station did not support or
supervise any anti-Castro operation which had only a military mission
in going to Cuba. TO b <) wh el If AT ]
I blinked in disbelief. Shackley kept a straight face.
Blakey asked Shackley about the Miami station’s response to the
Kennedy assassination. Shackley said he never handled any follow-up
on the Oswald investigation because it was in the hands of the FBL
_Besides, he added, the Agency at the time had not penetrated Castro’s
intelligence service and couldn’t pursue the possibility of Castro's

involvement.
Given that, Shackley said he couldn’t adequately respond to any

THE CRAC

other questions about the Kennedy
nothing more.
I blinked. Shackley kept a straigh

V_Vhat I remember most about that en
tine chief was the aura of absolute co
exuded, despite the fact he was a few
of who was really in charge of the Ag
reached that working agreement wil
self, the titular boss of the CIA. 1
complete access to Agency files and |
researchers would come back from L
stonewalled by lower level functions
had become expert at deciphering tk
documents pointing to other relevant
produced as part of the *“‘complete’
they? Well, said the Agency’s burea
perhaps misfiled. Or perchance the:
But, as we later learned when we dist
Oswald’s 201 file, information was b
we knew at the time was that we w
display of ultimate control and the
After all, what the hell difference dic
Turner had signed an agreement? He
an.oqt.sider, the temporary leader of
priorities.

Examples abound and one cami
When investigative reporter Peter
[Random House, 1986], a book abou
Tu'rner what action he had taken
Clme_s. Although he lacked hard ev
the time, Turner said, he was det
removed from the Washington scen
“small Caribbean nation.’” Maas ask
f:uqldn’t tell him, it was classified.
inside Agency source and told him
*Oh, right,”’ the source said, “‘it w
went.’” Never went? Maas was sho
had been removed as head of the (
l'{u_t he ended up in an equally sensiti
linison. And Turner still didn’t know
how the ‘Company’ could run rings
part of the club. . . .”

By the time KevintMulcahy call




