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tem
p
t a p

o
st-m

o
rtcm

 o
n
 th

e m
o
tiv

es an
d
 co

m
p
eten

ce o
f th

o
se w

h
o
 d

id
 

advise the P
resident. S

hort of conceding the obvious, that the operation 

w
as a fiasco of the first order from

 start to finish, I w
ill leave it to those 

w
ho did participate to w

rite the sorry history of their proceedings. I w
ill 

deal only w
ith those events in w

hich I did play a part—
events that w

ere 
to

 h
av

e a d
am

ag
in

g
 effect o

n
 JF

K
's fu

tu
re relatio

n
s w

ith
 th

e A
m

erican
 

press. 	
r 

T
o declare in m

id-A
pril of 1961 that I knew

 nothing of an im
pending 

m
ilitary

 actio
n
 ag

ain
st C

u
b
a ex

cep
t w

h
at I read

 in
 th

e n
ew

sp
ap

ers o
r 

h
eard

 o
n

 th
e air w

as to
 claim

 an
 en

o
rm

o
u

s am
o

u
n

t o
f k

n
o

w
led

g
e. 

R
ep

o
rts h

ad
 b

eg
u
n
 ap

p
earin

g
 th

at th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates w

as train
in

g
 a 

brigade for m
ilitary action against C

astro as early as O
ctober 196e—

three 
m

o
n

th
s b

efo
re P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 to

o
k

 o
ffice. T

h
e first article h

ad
 ap

-

peared in a G
uatem

alan new
spaper, La H

o
ra, an

d
 h

ad
 sw

iftly
 b

een
 fo

l-

low
ed by stories in T

he N
ation, T

im
e, the N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es, an
d
 o

th
er 

U
.S

. new
spapers. 

In the w
eeks before the invasion, hardly a day passed w

ithout a story 

appearing in som
e new

spaper, or broadcast over som
e radio or television 

station. It is fair to say that som
e of the press w

ent after the story as if it 
w

ere a scan
d
al at city

 h
all, o

r a k
id

n
ap

in
g

—
n
o
t a m

ilitary
 o

p
eratio

n
 

w
hose entire success m

ight depend on the elem
ents of surprise and secrecy. 

N
ew

sm
en sought out C

uban refugees in cafes and hotel lobbies in M
iam

i 
to pum

p them
 for the latest new

s from
 relatives serving w

ith the brigade. 
T

hrough such "enterprise," they w
ere able to publish m

uch inform
ation 

of tactical im
portance, including exact estim

ates of the brigade's strength. 

T
he volatile leaders of the C

uban R
evolutionary C

ouncil in exile—
the 

political arm
 of the brigade—

w
ere just as heedless of security. O

nly nine 

days before the landing, the council's president, D
r. Jose M

ir6 C
ardona, 

told the press in M
iam

i that an uprising against C
astro w

as "im
m

inent." 

A
nd the very next day, he appealed to C

ubans still in their hom
eland to 

take up arm
s against the dictator. T

he only inform
ation C

astro didn't have 

b
y
 th

en
 w

as th
e ex

act tim
e an

d
 p

lace o
f th

e in
v
asio

n
. 

JF
K

 w
as livid. H

e said to m
e in his office a w

eek before the invasion: 

"I can't believe w
hat I'm

 reading! C
astro doesn't need agents over here. 

A
ll h

e h
as to

 d
o
 is read

 o
u

r p
ap

ers. It's all laid
 o

u
t fo

r h
im

." I left h
im

, 

still n
o

t k
n

o
w

in
g

 th
at D

-D
ay

 alread
y

 w
as set. 

M
y first involvem

ent w
as on S

aturday, A
pril 15. T

hat m
orning, eight 

B
-265 flew

 a series of ineffectual bom
bing raids against air bases in C

uba, 
from

 P
uerto C

abezas, N
icaragua. T

he pilots, of course, w
ere rebels but the 

planes w
ore the insignia of C

astro's air force. T
here w

as m
uch consterna-

tio
n

 w
h

en
 tw

o
 o

f th
em

 m
ad

e em
erg

en
cy

 lan
d

in
g

s at K
ey

 'W
est N

av
al 

A
ir S

tatio
n
 an

d
 M

iam
i In

tern
atio

n
al A

irp
o
rt. O

n
e p

ilo
t said

 h
e w

as a 

d
efecto

r fro
m

 th
e C

u
b
an

 air fo
rce an

d
 h

ad
 b

o
m

b
ed

 h
is o

w
n
 b

ase as h
e 

fled to freedom
. T

he raid, of course, w
as the first and only pre-invasion 
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air strike against C
uba and w

as undertaken w
ith the full know

ledge and 

consent of the P
resident. B

ut I didn't know
 that and told reporters at m

y 

p
ress b

riefin
g
 th

at "o
u
r o

n
ly

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 co

m
es fro

m
 th

e w
ire serv

ice 
stories w

e have read. W
e have no direct relations w

ith C
uba and there-

fore have no firsthand inform
ation. W

e are trying to determ
ine w

hat the 
situation is." 

A
dlai S

tevenson w
as as m

uch in the dark as I w
as. O

ur chief delegate 
to

ld
 th

e U
n
ited

 N
atio

n
s in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 th
at "th

ese p
ilo

ts an
d
 certain

 

o
th

er crew
 m

em
b
ers h

av
e ap

p
aren

tly
 d

efected
 fro

m
 C

astro
's ty

ran
n
y
." 

C
astro prom

ptly defied P
resident K

ennedy to bring the pilots before the 

U
N

. A
n
d
 M

ir6
 to

ld
 th

e w
o
rld

 th
at "sp

ectacu
lar th

in
g
s h

av
e b

eg
u
n
 to

 
happen." 

G
overnor S

tevenson later told m
e that this had been the m

ost "hum
ili-

ating experience" of his years in governm
ent service. H

e w
as only partially 

m
ollified by P

resident K
ennedy's explanation that the failure to inform

 

him
 of the true nature of U

.S
. involvem

ent in the B
ay of P

igs invasion w
as 

"a com
m

unications failure." S
tevenson felt that he had been m

ade a fool 

of, and that his integrity had been seriously dam
aged. O

ne of the ironies 

o
f th

e m
atter w

as th
at S

tev
en

so
n

's v
ery

 ab
le p

u
b

lic relatio
n

s ad
v

iser, 
C

layton F
ritchey, had been w

atching the articles in the N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

about an im
pending attack on C

uba. H
e had becom

e convinced that these 
accounts w

ere authentic, and one evening over cocktails asked S
tevenson 

if "you have been holding out on m
e?" S

tevenson replied that he knew
 

nothing and asked F
ritchey if he had any facts. F

ritchey replied that all 
h
e k

n
ew

 w
as w

h
at h

e read
 in

 th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
T

im
es. 

S
tev

en
so

n
 an

d
 

F
ritchev then contacted A

rthur S
chlesinger, Jr., w

ho had the assignm
ent 

at th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se fo

r liaiso
n
 w

ith
 th

e U
n
ited

 N
atio

n
s. O

n
 th

e S
atu

r-

d
ay

 a w
eek

 b
efo

re th
e in

v
asio

n
, S

ch
lesin

g
er an

d
 a to

p
 o

p
erativ

e o
f th

e 

C
IA

 w
ent to N

ew
 Y

ork and gave S
tevenson a partial briefing. S

tevenson 
later told m

e, how
ever, that "I w

as never told the full extent of the plan." 

T
h
e stag

e w
as set fo

r th
e least co

v
ert m

ilitary
 o

p
eratio

n
 in

 h
isto

ry
. 

T
he three days it took C

astro to crush the rebels w
ere the grim

m
est I 

can rem
em

ber at the W
hite H

ouse. C
ertainly, the C

uban m
issile crisis of 

th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 y

ear b
ro

u
g
h
t u

s m
u
ch

 clo
ser to

 w
ar b

u
t th

e atm
o
sp

h
ere 

then w
as of initiative and decision. N

ow
, how

ever, w
e could not influence 

the course of events, short of actual m
ilitary intervention. V

'e could only 
w

atch and w
ait—

and the sm
ell of disaster w

as in
 th

e air. 
I saw

 the P
resident five m

inutes after arriving at the W
hite H

ouse on 

M
onday m

orning, A
pril 17. "W

e'll have no com
m

ent on w
hat's happening 

dow
n there," he said. "W

e're w
atching developm

ents. T
hat's all." 

O
ver the next seventy-tw

o hours I w
as in and out of his office at least 

a hundred tim
es w

ith the latest flashes off the w
ire service tickers. H

e w
as 

eag
er fo

r n
ew

s th
e first d

ay
. B

u
t as th

e rep
o
rts fro

m
 th

e b
each

h
ead

 b
e-

cam
e progressively w

orse, he w
ould m

erely glance at the lead paragraphs, 
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w
ith

 o
th

er ad
m

in
istratio

n
 p

ress o
fficers, I issu

ed
 an

 o
p

en
 in

v
itatio

n
 to

 
C

ongressm
an M

oss to attend. H
e w

as at the first m
eeting and agreed that 

a clo
se w

o
rk

in
g
 relatio

n
sh

ip
 am

o
n
g
 to

p
-lev

el g
o
v
ern

m
en

t in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

officers w
ould enhance, not inhibit, the flow

 of inform
ation. It is w

orth 
noting, too, that early that first year C

ongressm
an M

oss sent m
e a list of 

sixteen categories of executive inform
ation w

hich had been w
ithheld from

 
the press under form

er adm
inistrations. A

m
ong them

 w
ere suppression of 

polls taken am
ong business leaders on the im

pact of pending tax legis-
lation; the refusal of certain agencies to reveal the salaries of em

ployees 
or to discuss contracts w

hich had not gone to the low
est bidder; the in-

sistence of certain advisory com
m

issions on secret proceedings; and, gen-
erally, an overclassification of m

any files that w
ould conceal them

 from
 the 

p
u
b
lic fo

r m
an

y
 y

ears after th
e in

cu
m

b
en

t P
resid

en
t h

ad
 left o

ffice. 
It w

as C
ongressm

an M
oss' recom

m
endation that w

e take a new
 look 

at-  the restrictions. W
e did and the w

raps w
ere prom

ptly taken off all but 
four of the categories. C

ongressm
an M

oss considered this a significant 
accom

plishm
ent by the K

ennedy adm
inistration, and w

ent out of his w
ay 

to
 p

raise u
s in

 a rep
o
rt b

y
 h

is su
b
co

m
m

ittee. 
B

u
t all o

f th
is w

as m
erely

 p
relim

in
ary

 sk
irm

ish
in

g
. T

h
e m

ajo
r b

attle 
cam

e the w
eek after the B

ay of P
igs. I m

ust again preface w
hat follow

s 
w

ith the statem
ent that JF

K
 never tried to pass the buck for the disaster. 

T
h

e b
lam

e w
as h

is an
d

 h
e w

as w
illin

g
 to

 accep
t it ("V

icto
ry

 h
as o

n
e 

h
u

n
d

red
 fath

ers b
u

t d
efeat is an

 o
rp

h
an

"). 
T

he press' actions im
m

ediately follow
ing the disaster did nothing to im

-
prove the P

resident's tem
per. H

e held a press conference on A
pril 2i—

tw
o 

days after the rebel surrender. T
here w

as still high-level concern in W
ash-

ington over possible S
oviet retaliation and the abrupt w

orsening of our 
relations w

ith im
portant allies, and JF

K
 did not intend to be draw

n into 
speculation that m

ight prolong the crisis. "I know
 that m

any of you have 
fu

rth
er q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u

t C
u

b
a," w

as h
is o

p
en

in
g

 rem
ark

. "B
u

t I d
o

 n
o

t 
think that any useful national purpose w

ould be served by m
y going into 

the C
uban question this m

orning . . ." M
ost of the reporters w

ent along 
b
u
t o

n
e w

as in
sisten

t o
n
 k

n
o
w

in
g
 w

h
eth

er S
ecretary

 R
u
sk

 an
d
 U

n
d
er 

S
ecretary

 o
f S

tate C
h

ester B
o

w
les h

ad
 b

een
 ag

ain
st th

e d
ecisio

n
. JF

K
 

rep
lied

 o
n
ly

 th
at "th

e facts w
ill co

m
e o

u
t in

 d
u
e tim

e." 
B

u
t b

ack
 in

 h
is o

ffice later, th
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 a m
o
re p

u
n
g
en

t co
m

-
m

ent. 
"W

h
at th

e h
ell d

o
 th

ey
 w

an
t m

e to
 d

o
—

g
iv

e th
em

 th
e ro

ll call v
o

te? 
I can't go into that w

ithout com
prom

ising everybody involved and they 
ought to know

 that. If I'm
 going to knock som

e heads together, now
 isn't 

the tim
e to do it w

ith everybody looking dow
n the barrel at us." 

T
h

e A
.M

. new
spapers w

ere critical of his refusal to go into the C
uban 

question at his press conference, and he w
as still burning w

hen I saw
 him

 
in m

id-m
orning. 

D
isA

s-rtx
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"W
h
at co

u
ld

 I h
av

e said
 th

at w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e h
elp

ed
 th

e situ
atio

n
 at all? 

T
hat w

e took the beating of our lives? T
hat the C

IA
 and the P

entagon are 
stu

p
id

? W
h
at p

u
rp

o
se d

o
 th

ey
 th

in
k
 it w

o
u
ld

 serv
e to

 p
u
t th

at o
n
 th

e 
record?" 

H
e shook his head. "W

e're going to have to straighten all this out, and 
so

o
n
. T

h
e p

u
b
lish

ers h
av

e to
 u

n
d
erstan

d
 th

at w
ere n

ev
er m

o
re th

an
 a 

m
iscalculation aw

ay from
 w

ar and that there are things w
e're doing that w

e 
ju

st can
't talk

 ab
o

u
t." 

I then m
ade a suggestion to the P

resident that I w
ould later regret. H

e 
w

as to speak six days later. on A
pril 27, to the B

ureau of A
dvertising of 

the A
m

erican N
ew

spaper P
ublishers A

ssociation at the W
aldorf-A

storia 
in N

ew
 Y

ork. 
"W

h
y

 n
o

t lay
 it o

n
 th

e lin
e th

ere?" I said
. "It's a m

ajo
r fo

ru
m

 an
d

 
the tim

ing w
ill punch up the im

portance you assign to it. It could open up 
the w

hole area to serious discussion." 
H

e ag
reed

 to
 d

o
 it an

d
 to

ld
 m

e to
 relay

 m
y
 th

in
k
in

g
 o

n
 co

n
ten

t to
 

T
ed

 S
o

ren
sen

, w
h

o
 w

o
u

ld
 w

rite th
e sp

eech
. I g

av
e T

ed
 a lo

n
g

 m
em

o
 

sum
m

arizing the freedom
 of inform

ation conflict betw
een past P

residents 
and the press and outlining the steps w

e had taken to open up channels 
o
f in

fo
rm

atio
n
. H

e d
rafted

 a b
rillian

t arg
u
m

en
t in

 su
p
p
o
rt o

f th
e P

resi-
d

en
t's p

o
sitio

n
, an

d
 o

n
e th

at w
ill b

e as v
alid

 in
 th

e y
ear 2

o
6

1
 as it w

as 
in 1961. It began w

ith an adm
onition to the press that it m

ust recognize 
"o

u
r co

m
m

o
n
 resp

o
n
sib

ilities in
 th

e face o
f a co

m
m

o
n
 d

an
g
er: th

e 
totality of the C

om
m

unist challenge to our survival and to our security . . . 
"T

his deadly challenge im
poses upon our society tw

o requirem
ents of 

direct concern both to the press and to the P
resident—

tw
o requirem

ents 
that m

ay seem
 alm

ost contradictory in tone, but w
hich m

ust be fulfilled 
if w

e are to
 m

eet th
is n

atio
n
al p

eril. I refer, first, to
 th

e n
eed

 fo
r far 

greater public inform
ation; and, second, to the need for far greater official 

secrecy. 
"T

he very w
ord 'secrecy' is repugnant in a free and open society; and 

w
e are as a people inherently and historically opposed to secret societies, 

to secret oaths, and to secret proceedings . . . N
o official of m

y adm
inistra-

tion, w
hether his rank is high or low

, civilian or m
ilitary, should interpret 

m
y w

ords here tonight as an excuse to censor the new
s, to stifle dissent, 

to cover up our m
istakes, or to w

ithhold from
 the press and the public the 

facts they deserve to know
. 

"B
ut I do ask every publisher, every editor, and every new

sm
an in the 

nation to re-exam
ine his ow

n standards, and to recognize the nature of 
o
u
r co

u
n
try

's p
eril. In

 tim
e o

f w
ar, th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 th

e p
ress h

av
e 

custom
arily joined in an effort, based largely on self-discipline, to prevent 

u
n
au

th
o
rized

 d
isclo

su
res to

 th
e en

em
y
. In

 tim
e o

f 'clear an
d
 p

resen
t 

danger,' the courts have held that even the privileged rights of the F
irst 

A
m

endm
ent m

ust yield to the public's need for national security. 
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"If thc press is aw
aiting a declaration of w

ar before it im
poses the self-

d
iscip

lin
e o

f co
m

b
at co

n
d
itio

n
s, th

en
 I can

 o
n
ly

 say
 th

at n
o
 w

ar ev
er 

p
o
sed

 a g
reater th

reat to
 o

u
r secu

rity
. If y

o
u
 are aw

aitin
g
 a fin

d
in

g
 o

f 
'clear and present danger,' then I can only say that the danger has never 
been m

ore clear and its presence has never been m
ore im

m
inent. 

"It req
u
ires a ch

an
g
e in

 o
u
tlo

o
k
, a ch

an
g
e in

 tactics, a ch
an

g
e in

 
m

issions—
by the governm

ent, by the people, by every businessm
an or labor 

leader, and by every new
spaper. F

or w
e are opposed around the w

orld by a 
m

onolithic and ruthless conspiracy that relies prim
arily on covert m

eans 
for expanding its sphere of influence—

on infiltration instead of invasion, 
on subversion instead of elections, on intim

idation instead of free choice, 
on guerrillas by night instead of arm

ies by day. It is a system
 w

hich has 
co

n
scrip

ted
 v

ast h
u
m

an
 an

d
 m

aterial reso
u
rces in

to
 th

e b
u
ild

in
g
 o

f a 
tightly knit, highly efficient m

achine that com
bines m

ilitary, diplom
atic, 

intelligence, econom
ic, scientific, and political operations. 

"Its preparations are concealed, not published. Its m
istakes are buried, 

not headlined. Its dissenters are silenced, not praised. N
o expenditure is 

questioned, no rum
or is printed, no secret is revealed. It conducts the cold 

w
ar, in short, w

ith a w
artim

e discipline no dem
ocracy w

ould ever hope 
o
r w

ish
 to

 m
atch

. 
"N

evertheless, every dem
ocracy recognizes the necessary restraints of 

national security—
and the question rem

ains w
hether those restraints need 

to
 b

e m
o
re strictly

 o
b
serv

ed
 if w

e are to
 o

p
p
o
se th

is k
in

d
 o

f attack
 as 

w
ell as o

u
trig

h
t in

v
asio

n
. F

o
r th

e facts o
f th

e m
atter are th

at th
is n

a-
tion's foes have openly boasted of acquiring through our new

spapers in-
fo

rm
atio

n
 th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 o
th

erw
ise h

ire ag
en

ts to
 acq

u
ire th

ro
u
g
h
 th

eft, 
bribery, or espionage; that details of this nation's covert preparations to 
counter the enem

y's covert operations have been available to every new
s-

paper reader, friend and foe alike; that the size, the strength, the location, 
and the nature of our forces and w

eapons, and our plans and strategy for 
th

eir u
se, h

av
e all b

een
 p

in
-p

o
in

ted
 in

 th
e p

ress an
d
 o

th
er n

ew
s m

ed
ia 

to
 a d

eg
ree su

fficien
t to

 satisfy
 an

y
 fo

reig
n
 p

o
w

er; an
d
 th

at, in
 at least 

one case, the publication of details concerning a secret m
echanism

 w
hereby 

satellites w
ere follow

ed required its alteration at the expense of consider-
ab

le tim
e an

d
 m

o
n
ey

. 
"T

h
e n

ew
sp

ap
ers w

h
ich

 p
rin

ted
 th

ese sto
ries w

ere lo
y
al, p

atrio
tic, 

resp
o
n
sib

le, an
d
 w

ell-m
ean

in
g
. H

ad
 w

e b
een

 en
g
ag

ed
 in

 o
p
en

 w
arfare, 

th
ey

 u
n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e p

u
b
lish

ed
 su

ch
 item

s. B
u
t in

 th
e 

absence of open w
arfare, they recognized only the tests of journalism

 and 
n
o
t th

e tests o
f n

atio
n
al secu

rity
. A

n
d
 m

y
 q

u
estio

n
 to

n
ig

h
t is w

h
eth

er 
ad

d
itio

n
al tests sh

o
u
ld

 n
o
t n

o
w

 b
e ad

o
p
ted

. 
"E

v
ery

 n
ew

sp
ap

er n
o
w

 ask
s itself, w

ith
 resp

ect to
 ev

ery
 sto

ry
: 'Is it 

new
s?' A

ll I suggest is that you add the question: 'Is it in the interests of 
n
atio

n
al secu

rity
?' . . . A

n
d
 sh

o
u
ld

 th
e p

ress o
f A

m
erica co

n
sid

er an
d
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recom
m

end the voluntary assum
ption of specific new

 steps or m
achinery, 

I can assure you that w
e w

ill cooperate w
hole-heartedly w

ith those recom
- 

m
en

d
atio

n
s . . 

T
he reaction w

as violent. T
he press chose to ignore the content of the 

speech and to regard its tim
ing—

eleven days after the B
ay of P

igs—
as 

a p
resid

en
tial sco

ld
in

g
 fo

r its F
e-in

v
asio

n
 rep

o
rts o

n
 th

e train
in

g
 o

f th
e 

reb
el b

rig
ad

e an
d
 th

e im
m

in
en

ce o
f th

e lan
d
in

g
s. JF

K
 w

as accu
sed

, in
 

effect, o
f b

lam
in

g
 th

e p
ress fo

r th
e o

u
tco

m
e o

f th
e o

p
eratio

n
. A

n
g
ry

 
ed

ito
rials acro

ss th
e co

u
n
try

 read
 in

to
 h

is sp
eech

 a fo
resv

arn
in

g
 o

f 
official censorship or, at the very least, a dem

and for self-censorship. S
till 

others took him
 to task for not revealing to the nation the full picture of 

o
u
r relatio

n
s w

ith
 C

u
b
a. If h

e h
ad

, th
eir arg

u
m

en
t w

en
t, h

e co
u
ld

 h
av

e 
built public support for active A

m
erican intervention at the B

ay of P
igs, 

thus assuring the success of the invasion. 
O

n
e o

f th
e m

o
st th

o
u
g
h
tfu

l, an
d
 least strid

en
t, o

f th
e ed

ito
rials 

criticizing JF
K

 ran in the R
aleigh (N

orth C
arolina) 

N
ew

s and O
bserver, 

E
ditor Jonathan D

aniels w
rote m

e: "I don't think any editor in A
m

erica 
has been m

ore enthusiastic in his support of P
resident K

ennedy and his 
p
ro

g
ram

 th
an

 I h
av

e b
een

. I am
 eag

er to
 h

elp
 in

 th
e th

in
g
s I b

eliev
e h

e 
can

 d
o
 fo

r A
m

erica an
d
 th

e w
o
rld

. B
u
t, q

u
ite fran

k
ly

. I w
as d

eep
ly

 d
is- 

tu
rb

ed
 b

y
 h

is rem
ark

s to
 th

e p
u
b
lish

ers in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 . ." 
H

is editorial led off w
ith the com

m
ent: ". . . P

resident K
ennedy could 

n
o
t h

av
e ch

o
sen

 a w
o
rse tim

e to
 lectu

re th
e p

ress fo
r a lack

 o
f 'self- 

restraint' in printing the new
s. H

is rem
arks to A

m
erican publishers cam

e 
hot on the heels of disclosures that, unknow

n to the press and the public, 
th

is co
u
n
try

 h
as b

een
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 a m
ilitary

 ad
v
en

tu
re w

h
ich

 n
o
t o

n
ly

 
cost the lives of m

any of our friends but also m
ade this nation look both 

h
y
p
o
critical an

d
 in

effectu
al in

 th
e ev

es o
f th

e w
o
rld

. 
"U

ndoubtedly, w
here a free press exists in a free country, facts m

ay be 
published w

hich w
ill card.• inform

ation to an enem
y in w

hose country a 
strictly censored press keens m

uch hidden from
 the people and the •.w

orld. 
F

reedom
 does involve dangers w

hich totalitarianism
 can avoid. A

nd even 
in a free country dangers :nay som

etim
es justify the suppression or censor- 

ship of new
s. W

hen and w
here that is necessary, the A

m
erican press has 

show
n that it w

ill cooperate. N
o ow

ners or operators of the new
s m

edia, 
h
o
w

ev
er, h

av
e an

y
 rich

:—
let alo

n
e an

y
 `d

u
ty

'—
to

 d
ecid

e w
h
at th

e 
p
eo

p
le sh

o
u
ld

 k
n
o
w

 . . . P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 sh

o
u
ld

 b
e th

in
k
in

g
 m

o
re 

ab
o
u
t h

o
w

 th
e free, in

fo
rm

ed
 A

m
erican

 p
eo

p
le can

 co
n
trib

u
te to

 th
e 

struggle, not how
 'greater .racial secrecy' can be im

posed upon them
 w

ith 
the connivance of repo - n:11es and officials together . . ." 

D
aniels is one of A

m
er'.-ca's great editors but even he w

as unw
illing to 

enter into a dialogue w
ith he P

resident on how
 a free society can protect 

itself from
 its enem

ies ao.s3.. at the sam
e tim

e, protect the people's right 
to

 k
n
o
w

 w
h
at th

eir g
o
v
ern

m
en

t is d
o
in

g
. 


