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T
h
e C

en
tral In

tellig
en

ce A
g
en

cy
 is g

ettin
g
 a v

ery
 b

ad
 p

ress in
 d

is-
patches from

 V
ietnam

 to A
m

erican new
spapers and in articles originat-

ing in W
ashington. L

ike the S
uprem

e C
ourt w

hen under fire, the C
.I.A

. 
cannot defend itself in public retorts to criticism

s of its activities as they 
occur. B

ut, unlike the S
uprem

e C
ourt, the C

.I.A
. has no open record of 

its activities on w
hich the public can base a judgm

ent of the validity of 
the criticism

s. A
lso, the agency is precluded from

 using the indirect de. 
fen

siv
e tactic w

h
ich

 is co
n
stan

tly
 em

p
lo

y
ed

 b
y
 all o

th
er g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
units under critical fire. 

T
h
is tactic is to

 g
iv

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 th
e p

ress, u
n
d
er a seal o

f co
n
fi-

dence, that challenges or refutes the critics. B
ut the C

.I.A
. cannot father 

such inspired articles, because to do so w
ould require som

e disclosure of 
its activities. A

nd not only does the effectiveness of the agency depend 
o
n
 th

e secrecy
 o

f its o
p
eratio

n
s. E

v
ery

 P
resid

en
t sin

ce th
e C

.I.A
. w

as 
created has protected this secrecy from

 claim
ants—

C
ongress or the pub-

lic th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e p
ress, fo

r ex
am

p
les—

o
f th

e rig
h
t to

 sh
are an

y
 p

art o
f 

it. T
h
is P

resid
en

tial p
o
licy

 h
as n

o
t, h

o
w

ev
er, alw

ay
s restrain

ed
 o

th
er 

ex
ecu

tiv
e u

n
its fro

m
 g

o
in

g
 co

n
fid

en
tially

 to
 th

e p
ress w

ith
 attack

s o
n
 

C
.I.A

. operations in their com
m

on field of responsibility. A
nd usually it 

has been possible to deduce these operational details from
 the nature of 

th
e attack

s. B
u
t th

e p
eak

 o
f th

e p
ractice h

as recen
tly

 b
een

 reach
ed

 in
 

V
ietnam

 and in W
ashington. T

his is revealed alm
ost every day now

 in 
d
isp

atch
es fro

m
 rep

o
rters—

in
 clo

se to
u
ch

 w
ith

 in
tra-A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 

critics of the C
.I.A

.—
w

ith excellent reputations for reliability. 
O

n
e rep

o
rter in

 th
is categ

o
ry

 is R
ich

ard
 S

tarn
es o

f th
e S

crip
p
s-

H
o
w

ard
 n

ew
sp

ap
ers. T

o
d
ay

, u
n
d
er a S

aig
o
n
 d

atelin
e, h

e related
 th

at, 
"acco

rd
in

g
 to

 a h
ig

h
 U

n
ited

 S
tates so

u
rce h

ere, tw
ice th

e C
.I.A

. flatly
 

refused to carry out instructions from
 A

m
bassador H

enry C
abot L

odge 
. . . [an

d
] in

 o
n
e in

stan
ce fru

strated
 a p

lan
 o

f actio
n
 M

r. L
o
d
g
e 

brought from
 W

ashington because the agency disagreed w
ith it." A

m
ong 

the view
s attributed to U

nited S
tates officials an the scene, including one 

described ns it "very high A
m

erican official . . . w
ho has spent touch of 

his life in the service of dem
ocracy . . . are the follow

ing: 
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T
he C

.I.A
.'s grow

th w
as "likened to a m

alignancy" w
hich the "very 

high official w
as not sure even the W

hite H
ouse could control . . . any 

longer." "If the U
nited S

tates ever experiences Ian attem
pt at a coup to 

o
v
erth

ro
w

 th
e G

o
v
ern

m
en

t] it w
ill co

m
e fro

m
 th

e C
.I.A

. an
d
 n

o
t th

e 
P

entagon." T
he agency "represents a trem

endous pow
er and total unac-

countability to anyone." 
W

hatever else these passages disclose, they m
ost certainly establish 

th
at rep

resen
tativ

es o
f o

th
er E

x
ecu

tiv
e b

ran
ch

es h
av

e ex
p
an

d
ed

 th
eir 

w
ar against the C

.I.A
. from

 the inner governm
ent councils to the A

m
eri-

can people via the press. A
nd published sim

ultaneously are details of the 
agency's operations in V

ietnam
 that can com

e only from
 the sam

e criti-
cal official sources. T

his is disorderly governm
ent. A

nd the longer the 
P

resident tolerates it—
the period already is considerable—

the greater 
w

ill grow
 its potentials of ham

pering the real w
ar against the V

ietcong 
and the im

pression of a very indecisive A
dm

inistration in W
ashington. 

T
h
e C

.I.A
. m

ay
 b

e g
u
ilty

 as ch
arg

ed
. S

in
ce it can

n
o
t, o

r at an
y
 rate 

w
ill not, openly defend its record in V

ietnam
, or defend it by the sam

e 
confidential press "briefings" em

ployed by its critics, the public is not in 
a position to judge. N

or 
15 this departm

ent, w
hich sought and failed to 

get even the outlines of the agency's case in rebuttal. B
ut M

r. K
ennedy 

w
ill have to m

ake a judgm
ent if the spectacle of w

ar w
ithin the E

xecu-
tiv

e b
ran

ch
 is to

 b
e en

d
ed

 an
d
 th

e effectiv
e fu

n
ctio

n
in

g
 o

f th
e C

.I.A
. 

p
reserv

ed
. A

n
d

 w
h

en
 h

e m
ak

es th
is ju

d
g

m
en

t, h
o

p
efu

lly
 h

e also
 w

ill 
m

ake it public, as w
ell as the appraisal of fault on w

hich it is based. 
D

oubtless recom
m

endations as to w
hat his judgm

ent should be w
ere 

m
ad

e to
 h

im
 to

d
ay

 b
y
 S

ecretary
 o

f D
efen

se M
cN

am
ara an

d
 G

en
eral 

T
aylor on their return from

 their fact-finding expedition into the em
bat-

tled official jungle in S
aigon. 
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F
rom

 the m
om

ent science m
ade it know

n that as a
 re

su
lt of fallout from

 
indefinite testing of nuclear w

eapons in th
e

 a
tm

o
sp

h
e

re
, th

e
 e

a
rth

's in
-

h
a
b
ita

n
ts co

u
ld

 b
e
 b

o
rn

 cancerous and eventually elim
inated, th

e
 p

u
b

lic 

 
 

 
 

 

 


