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T

he K
ennedy Y

ears 

ag
g
resso

r. A
n
d
 th

e U
P

I d
isp

atch
 w

h
ich

 carried
 th

is q
u
o
tatio

n
 rep

o
rted

 
that the D

utch G
overnm

ent feels bitterly disappointed at the strong-arm
 

activ
ities o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, w

h
ich

 acco
m

p
lish

ed
 th

e h
u
m

iliatio
n
 o

f 
one of its stanchest allies in the w

orld contest w
ith m

ilitant com
m

unism
. 

A
lso

, h
o
w

 m
an

y
 b

eliev
e th

at, after S
u
k
arn

o
 h

as ad
m

in
istered

 W
est 

N
ew

 G
uinea for seven years, the prom

ised U
.N

. plebiscite w
ill bring in-

dependence to the P
apuan natives, even assum

ing they still w
ill have the 

courage to vote for it? 

K
E

N
N

E
D

Y
'S

 F
O

R
E

S
IG

H
T

 A
T

 A
P

 B
A

C
 

Jan
u
ary

 
7
, 1

9
6
3
 

T
here is a special reason w

hy the lack of w
ill to fight for their ow

n inde-
pendence that the V

ietnam
ese troops displayed at the battle of A

p B
ac a 

few
 days ago m

erits fundam
ental A

dm
inistration review

 of its current 
policy of m

ilitary aid in S
outh V

ietnam
. T

hat special reason is found in 
a citatio

n
 o

f co
n
d
itio

n
s in

 w
h
ich

 su
ch

 a p
o
licy

 is "d
o
o
m

ed
 to

 failu
re" 

that P
resident K

ennedy m
ade A

pril 6, 1954, to the S
enate of w

hich he 
then w

as a m
em

ber. 
"I am

 fran
k
ly

 o
f th

e b
elief," b

e said
, "th

at n
o
 am

o
u
n
t o

f A
m

erican
 

m
ilitary assistance in Indochina (S

outh V
ietnam

 is now
 a separate state 

th
erein

) can
 co

n
q
u
er an

 en
em

y
 w

h
ich

 is ev
ery

w
h
ere, an

d
 at th

e sam
e 

tim
e, n

o
w

h
ere, 'an

 en
em

y
 o

f th
e p

eo
p
le' w

h
ich

 h
as th

e sy
m

p
ath

y
 an

d
 

covert support or the people." 
M

r. K
en

n
ed

y
 b

eliev
ed

 th
en

, as d
id

 fo
rm

er R
ep

resen
tativ

e Ju
d
d
 o

f 
M

innesota (w
hom

 he approvingly quoted), that "only for such a cause 
as th

eir ow
n freedom

" w
ould the Indochinese "m

ake the heroic effort. 
necessary to w

in this kind of struggle." A
nd the S

enator urged F
rance to 

grant this freedom
 as a sin

a qu
a n

on
 of this "historic effort." 

S
outh V

ietnam
, as one of the four areas into w

hich Indochina has di-
vided, has enjoyed this freedom

 in the sense M
r. K

ennedy and M
r. Judd 

u
sed

 th
e term

 in
 r9

5
4
. Its p

eo
p
le h

av
e rejected

, fo
r a W

estern
 ty

p
e o

f 
sem

i-dictatorship, the C
hinese C

om
m

unist export type of governm
ent 

th
at d

o
m

in
ates th

eir N
o
rth

 
V

ietnam
 neighbors 

an
d
 fo

rm
er fello

w
-

countrym
en. 

B
u
t fo

r so
m

e y
ears th

e p
o
p
u
latio

n
, an

d
 lately

 th
e arm

ed
 fo

rces, o
f 

S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
 h

av
e failed

 to
 sh

o
w

 w
illin

g
n
ess to

 m
ak

e th
e "h

ero
ic 

effort" necessary to m
aintain their independence against the spread of 

F
O

R
E

IG
N

 
A

V
Y

A
IR

S
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C
om

m
unism

 in S
outheast A

sia. A
nd their latest indication of this, at A

p 
B

ac, confronts President K
ennedy w

ith the t954 thesis of S
enator K

en-
nedy. It w

as, specifically, that "no am
ount of A

m
erican m

ilitary assist-
an

ce" can
 p

reserv
e in

d
ep

en
d
en

ce fo
r a p

eo
p
le "w

h
o
 are n

o
t w

illin
g
 to

 
die for it." A

nd generally the thesis N
U

S that U
.S

. m
ilitary involvem

ent 
on the A

sian m
ainland in any degree w

as a m
ost dubious policy. 

A
t A

p B
ac last w

eek, our Jan. 6 dispatch from
 S

aigon reported, "at-
tack

in
g
 S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese tro

o
p
s w

ere b
ad

ly
 b

eaten
 b

y
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist 

guerrillas. A
t several crucial m

om
ents doling the b

a
ttle . . . w

ith
 rein

-
forcem

en
ts 

o
n
 th

e w
ay

, an
d
 th

e eastern
 flan

k
 o

p
en

, th
e A

m
erican

s 
pleaded for reinforcem

ents to com
e in on the east to close a ring around 

the V
ietcong. B

ut V
ietnam

ese, at a high level, disregarded this, refused 
to

 tak
e o

r attack
 certain

 p
o
sitio

n
s, rein

fo
rced

 o
n
 th

e w
est, an

d
 g

av
e 

the (outnum
bered) V

ietcong an escape route." 
T

hese circum
stances not only expose our m

ilitary assistance policy to 
very serious question, they also strongly suggest the existence in S

outh 
V

ietnam
 of the very situation that led S

enator K
ennedy in 1954 to fore-

see as "d
o
o
m

ed
 to

 failu
re" th

e p
o
licy

 h
e as P

resid
en

t is p
u
rsu

in
g
 in

 
1963. A

nd am
ong their consequences w

as the killing, w
ounding and cap-

ture of A
m

erican m
em

bers of th
e arm

ed forces—
probably not 375 as the 

N
o
rth

 V
ietn

am
ese claim

, b
u
t m

o
re th

an
 th

e 3
0
 casu

alties o
u
r official 

sources concede. 
It w

ill be very difficult for the P
resident to

 fin
d
 an

 altern
ativ

e to
 th

e 
U

.S
. policy that has proved ineffectual, and trends to deeper and deeper 

m
ilitary

 in
v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 S

o
u
th

east A
sia. T

h
is p

o
licy

 is the product of 
starry-eyed diplom

acy and even m
ore ingenuous com

m
itm

ents, all w
ith 

the congenital w
eakness w

hich in 1954 S
enator K

ennedy diagnosed as 
fatal w

hen it appears. 
H

is .A
dm

inistration took the venture of a sensible alternative to the 
previous A

d
m

in
istratio

n
's attem

p
t to

 tn
ak

e L
ao

s a firm
ly

 allied
 p

ro
-

W
estern nation. N

o im
portant new

 threat to o
u
r secu

rity
 h

as resu
lted

. 
B

ut there w
ould be heavy political and popular resistance to repeat this 

L
aos policy in S

outh V
ietnam

, because the plausible "dom
ino theory" 

still is w
id

ely
 accep

ted
 in

 th
is co

u
n
try

. A
n
d
 th

is, d
esp

ite th
e fact th

at 
w

henever C
om

m
unist C

hina gets nuclear w
eapons, m

ost of S
outheast 

A
sia w

ill turn its face to P
eking. 

T
h
is v

en
tu

re in
 S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
, h

o
w

ev
er, m

ay
 h

av
e to

 b
e tak

en
 b

y
 

the P
resident. A

nd in m
ore difficult circum

stances than he foresaw
 in 

r954, or could have foreseen. 


