Edltow;/‘;a/l,;

Without the Cl4

Is it not time a few basic
questions were asked about
the theory and ‘practice of
CIA operations in the context
of today’s world? -

The theory assumes the inev-
itable continuation for at
least a generation of some-
thing called a “cold war” (oc-
casionally, presufmably boil-
mg) between something called

commumsm” (the bad guys) .

and “capitalism” (the good
guys -— presumably us and
those for us). The theory
seems to be supported by
such powerful influences
upon our imagination as
James Bond, Uncle, and the
Penkovsky Papers, not to
mention the “Scientific - Indus-
“trial - Military : Complex” —
which should be called the

“Scientific « Industrial = Mili- ‘

tary-Intelligence Complex.”
. The practice involyes the in-

vestinent of a  considerable .

. volume of resources into the
theory, according to many
press reports.a much. larger
volume of men and money
than are provided for the
State Department, one of
whose frustrating tasks it is to
try to erode the forces that g0
into the cold war. .

frequently expounded

d- exploited theory of “intel-

gence” is the McCarthyist as-

umption that virtually all

Pieces of data from suspicious-

looking sources are of poten-

tial significance and must be
¥shoveled into the maw of “in-

Relligénce analysis.” This is a
firange monster staffed with

igdividuals who likely do not

Hve direct working familiari-
f with the sources and their
.‘ text, but who have dem-

: get:her strangely dlverse
. gjeces of information into a

pscinating meosaic that ap-
ears -to make sense, partic-
arly to individuals without

msm” in v1rtvually every
untry in the world today.

One might question wheth-.

, if a comparable volume of

enting the opposite, the
sults might not be as volu-
inous and -convincing, but
ith less impact upon pres-
ential and congressional sus-
ptibility to domestic cold
ar pressures.

T Would it be the reductio
@l absurdum -to suggest that

:-’ payments improvement and
‘#lobal prosperity might be to
i#work toward the dismantling

gmore legitimate information-
fzathering operations?
SRICHARD H. BRIGHTSON.
Washington.

2

sources were invested in .

4

’



