
N
o T

im
e T

o L
et 

U
p on C

astro 
F

or the m
om

ent at least, the S
tate D

epartm
ent can feel 

pretty good about its diplom
atic w

ar w
ith F

idel C
astro. T

he 
O

rganization of A
m

erican S
tates has voted 15-4 to apply sanc-

tions against him
 for trying to overthrow

 the dem
ocratic gov-

ernm
ent of V

enezuela. E
ven M

exico, B
olivia, U

ruguay and 
C

hile, w
ho voted against sanctions, are expected to suspend 

diplom
atic relations w

ith C
uba in due course. C

astro is also 
w

arned that his subversive interventions in this hem
isphere are 

"aggression" under the R
io T

reaty and could justify m
ilitary 

retaliation unless he calls them
 off. 

S
ecretary R

usk and his deputy, T
hom

as M
ann, deserve m

uch 
credit for proving that the inter-A

m
erican system

 can w
ork. 

A
nd so do the V

enezuelans, C
astro's prim

e target, w
ho m

ade 
a case against him

 that the O
.A

.S
. investigating com

m
ittee just 

had to believe. T
he V

enezuelans got the goods on C
astro in the 

form
 of a 3-ton arm

s cache and then refused to let his terrorists 
scare them

 out of holding an honest election, thus frustrating 
his m

ajor political objective of 1963. 
S

till another blow
 to C

astro cam
e from

 an unexpected source: 
his sister Juanita. Just before the O

.A
.S

. m
eeting, she shocked 

C
astro's rem

aining friends and foot-draggers w
ith a broadcast 

from
 M

exico C
ity. A

n early supporter of the revolution, Juanita 
C

astro soon learned that "our ideals had been betrayed," but 
kept silence in H

avana until this June. S
he described the terror, 

the hunger, the forced labor, the 75,000 political prisoners; and  

she testified "that C
uba is directing the C

om
m

unist subversion 
in L

atin A
m

erica" through its D
epartm

ent of S
tate S

ecurity. 
H

er country, concluded Juanita C
astro, has becom

e "a giant 
prison surrounded by w

ater. . . . It is m
y desire, and that of all 

C
ubans, that [the O

.A
.S

.] take definite action against the dic-
tatorial governm

ent of C
uba." 

A
s his troubles deepened, C

astro last m
onth turned like a 

m
arlin and ran tow

ard the boat. In an im
petuous three days of 

interview
s, he adm

itted exporting his revolution (w
hat he had 

previously denied) but offered to stop if the U
.S

. w
ould let up 

on him
 (e.g., resum

e trade relations). R
usk w

as not buying that. 
H

e told the O
.A

.S
. foreign m

inisters that subversion "is not a 
subject for bargaining. It sim

ply m
ust stop." 

It hasn't stopped. C
astro's agents still w

age guerrilla w
ar in 

the hills of V
enezuela, have been sighted in B

ritish G
uiana and 

picked up in the A
rgentine. H

is em
bassies still agitate in touchy 

situations like the C
hilean election. A

 U
.S

. expatriate, R
obert 

W
illiam

s, uses a H
avana radio to incite U

.S. N
egroes to violence. 

C
astro's answ

er to the O
.A

.S
. declaration, w

hich he called "gar-
bage," w

as to declare his policy of subversion "non-negotiable." 
S

o be it. A
s R

usk says, "C
astro has no future in C

uba or in 
this hem

isphere." B
ut if w

e are serious about helping the C
uban 

people get rid of him
, the O

.A
.S

. victory m
ust be follow

ed up. 
C

astro is hurting; his econom
y, now

 80 per cent dependent on 
the S

oviet bloc, is a stagnant m
ess. S

ince m
ost of his rem

aining 
hem

isphere trade is food, w
hich is exem

pt, the new
 O

.A
.S

. trade 
sanctions w

on't hurt him
 m

uch m
ore. B

ut the O
.A

.S
. declara-

tion also sum
m

oned other W
estern states to reconsider their 

trade w
ith C

astro (e.g., B
ritish buses, F

rench locom
otives, S

pan-
ish boats). T

he S
tate D

epartm
ent has a new

 argum
ent against 

this trade: it's not just the U
.S

. that objects to it, it is now
 15 

A
m

erican nations w
ho do. C

hairm
an F

ulbright of the S
enate 

F
oreign R

elations C
om

m
ittee to the contrary, the ostracism

 of 
C

astro has been effective, and the U
.S

. should now
 renew

 its 
pressure on other countries to m

ake it m
ore com

plete. 
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