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T
he "creel. 

ib
ility

 g
a
p

" w
h

ic
h

 h
a
s a

f-
fected

 th
e Jo

h
n

so
n

 A
d

m
in

i-
stratio

n
's p

ro
n
o
u
n
cem

en
ts 

o
n

 V
ietn

am
 ap

p
ears to

 h
av

e 
sp

re
a
d

 to
 th

is p
a
rt o

f th
e
 

w
orld. 
A

 few
 W

est G
erm

an
 o

ffi-
cials still p

ro
fess to

 k
n
o

w
 

w
h

at U
.S

. p
o

licy
 h

ere is g
o

-
in

g
 to

 b
e
 o

v
e
r th

e
 n

e
x

t 
y
e
a
r, b

u
t e

v
e
n
 th

e
se

 o
ffi-

cials sh
o

w
 n

o
 g

reat co
n

fi-
d
en

ce in
 th

eir b
eliefs. M

o
st 

o
th

er o
ffiC

ials, p
o

litician
s 

an
d

 co
m

m
en

tato
rs co

n
fess a 

fe
e
lin

g
 o

f u
tte

r h
e
lp

le
ss-

n
ess in

 attem
p
tin

g
 to

 fath
-

om
 U

.S
. intentions. 

T
h

e
re

 h
a
s b

e
e
n

 n
o

 la
c
k

 
o

f co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
, p

erh
ap

s 
th

e o
p

p
o

site. B
o

n
n

 h
as b

een
 

bom
barded daily from

 W
ash-

in
g

to
n

 b
y

 o
fficial an

d
 sem

i-
o
fficial statem

en
ts, d

ip
lo

-
m

atic notes, private com
m

u-
n

icatio
n

s an
d

 in
sp

ired
 ru

-
m

o
rs. C

ab
in

et an
d
 su

b
cab

i-
n

et o
fficers, d

ip
lo

m
ats an

d
 

p
arliam

en
tarian

s h
av

e b
een

 
scu

rry
in

g
 b

ack
 an

d
 fo

rth
 b

e-
tw

een
 th

e tw
o

 cap
itals, as 

w
ell as m

eetin
g
 in

 L
o
n
d
o
n
, 

P
aris, B

ru
ssels, S

trasb
o
u
rg

 
and a few

 other points in be-
tw

een. 

O
fficials U

ncertain 

T
h
e tro

u
b
le h

as b
een

 th
at 

a g
o

o
d

 d
eal o

f th
is talk

in
g

 
b

ack
 an

d
 fo

rth
 h

as h
ad

 n
o

 

N
ew

s A
n

a
lysis 

relatio
n
 to

 actio
n
s. T

h
e A

d
-

m
in

istratio
n
 h

as b
een

 say
-

ing one thing one day, doing 
!so

m
eth

in
g

 else th
e n

ex
t, O

r, 
D

I o
re p

recisely
, p

arts o
f th

e 
A

s !m
in

istratio
n

 h
av

e b
een

 
trig

 p
ro

m
ises an

d
 reas-

sn
rrrn

c
e
s in

 o
n
e
 d

ire
c
tio

n
, 

e o
th

er p
arts o

f th
e A

d
-

m
in

k
 rtratio

n
 h

av
e tak

en
 ac-

tio
n
 .in

 th
e o

p
p
o
site d

irec-
tio

n
, F

actio
n
al alig

n
m

en
ts 

h
a
v
e
 ,b

e
c
o
m

e
 m

o
re

 "in
te

-
g

rated
" an

d
 "su

p
ran

atio
n

al" 
th

an
 th

e • allian
ce itself, b

u
t 

now
 
o
fIiltials  a

re
 n

o
t e

v
e
n

 
su

re ab
o

tr t th
eir o

w
n

 lo
n

g
-

tim
e faotiet •nal allies. 

T
h

e "cret llb
ility

 g
ap

" g
o
es 

b
a
c
k

 a
 y

e
a
r - a

n
d

 a
 h

a
lf to

 
th

e ill-fated
 m

u
ltilateral n

u
-

clear fo
rce (M

L
F

) p
ro

ject, 
w

h
en

 F
o
reig

n
 M

in
ister G

er-
h

ard
 S

ch
ro

ed
a r's su

p
p

o
rters 

h
ere an

d
 

th
e 

fam
o

u
s "th

e-
o

lo
g

ian
s" in

 th
 e S

tate D
e-

p
a
rtm

e
n
t c

o
u
v
r n

e
e
d
 e

a
c
h
 

o
th

e
r th

e
y
 h

a
d
 it m

a
d
e
—

u
n

til F
ra

n
c
e
, B

rita
in

 a
n

d
 

d
o

m
e
stic

 o
p

in
io

n
 in

 b
o

th
 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 W

est 
G

erm
an

y
 p

ersu
ad

ra d
 P

resi-
d
e
n
t Jo

h
n
so

n
 to

 d
e
c
id

e
 

o
th

e
rw

ise
. T

h
e
 sa

m
e
 p

ro
 

an
d
 co

n
 factio

n
s h

av
t' b

een
 

intriguing steadily ova. r suc-
cesso

r v
ersio

n
s o

f th
e M

L
F

 
ev

er sin
ce, b

u
t ap

art fro
m

 a 
h
ard

 co
re alm

o
st ev

ery
b
o
d
y
  

h
as w

earied
 o

f th
e g

am
e b

y
 

now
. 

T
h

e m
o

st serio
u

s b
lo

w
 to

 
U

.S
. cred

ib
ility

, h
o
w

ev
er, 

h
a
s c

o
m

e
 in

 th
e
 p

a
st six

 
m

o
n

th
s—

o
v

er th
e q

u
estio

n
 

of A
m

erican forces stationed 
in

 th
is co

u
n
try

. T
h
e d

o
u
b
ts 

b
e
g
a
n
 w

h
e
n
 S

e
c
re

ta
ry

 o
f 

S
tate D

ean
 R

u
sk

 an
d

 S
ecre-

tary
 o

f D
efen

se R
o

b
ert S

. 
M

c
N

a
m

a
ra

 "a
ssu

re
d

" th
e
 

N
A

T
O

 C
o

u
n

cil in
 P

aris last 
D

ecem
b
er th

at th
ere w

o
u
ld

 
b

e
 n

o
 re

d
e
p

lo
y

m
e
n

t o
f 

"m
ajo

r co
m

b
at u

n
its" fro

m
 

G
erm

an
y
 to

 m
eet th

e n
eed

s 
o

f th
e
 V

ie
tn

a
m

 w
a
r. T

h
e
 

p
h

ra
se

 w
a
s su

sp
e
c
t fro

m
 

th
e
 sta

rt, m
o

re
 so

 w
h

e
n

 
A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 sp

o
k
esm

en
 

d
eclin

ed
 to

 say
 w

h
eth

er a 
"m

ajo
r co

m
b

at u
n

it" m
ean

t 
a p

lato
o

n
 o

r a d
iv

isio
n

. 
`N

um
bers G

am
e' 

A
 sm

all-scale "n
u
m

b
ers 

g
am

e" so
o
n
 fo

llo
w

ed
. O

v
er-

n
ig

h
t, U

.S
. sp

o
k

esm
en

 b
e-

g
an

 say
in

g
 th

ere w
o
u
ld

 b
e 

no reduction of the "240,000" 
tro

o
p

s
 h

e
re

, w
h

e
re

 fo
r 

m
o

n
th

s th
e fig

u
re had b

een
 

"2
5

0
,0

0
0

." T
ran

sfer o
f "a 

h
an

d
fu

l o
f sp

ecialists" w
as 

ad
m

itted
, b

u
t th

e "h
an

d
fu

l" 
ap

p
eared

 to
 b

e rath
er b

ro
ad

, 
w

h
ile th

e "sp
ecialists" tu

rn
-

ed
 o

u
t to

 in
clu

d
e cap

tain
s o

f 
in

fan
try

. 
M

ean
w

h
ile, after th

e E
r-

h
an

d
-Jo

h
n

so
n

 m
eetin

g
s last 

C
h
ristm

as, it w
as rep

o
rted

 
th

at W
est G

erm
an

 d
efen

se 
o

fficials h
ad

 q
u

ietly
 ag

reed
  

th
at escalatio

n
 in

 V
ietn

am
 

m
ig

h
t req

u
ire th

e tran
sfer 

of as m
any as 70,000 A

m
eri-

can
 tro

o
p

s fro
m

 G
erm

an
y

 
b

y
 th

e en
d

 o
f 1

9
6

6
 if U

.S
. 

re
se

rv
ists w

e
re

 n
o

t to
 b

e
 

m
obilized. 
H

o
w

ev
er, th

is q
u
iet u

n
-

d
e
rsta

n
d

in
g

 d
o

e
s n

o
t a

p
-

p
ear to

 h
av

e b
een

 co
m

m
u
-

n
icated

 to
 d

ip
lo

m
ats o

f th
e 

tw
o

 co
u

n
tries, w

h
o

 co
n

tin
-

u
ed

 to
 reassu

re each
 o

th
er 

th
at n

o
 b

ig
 red

u
ctio

n
s w

ere 
co

n
tem

p
lated

. T
h

en
 cam

e 
M

cN
am

ara's d
isclo

su
re last 

m
o

n
th

 th
at "1

5
,0

0
0

" m
o

re 
so

ld
ie

rs w
o
u
ld

 b
e
 w

ith
-

d
raw

n
-.-a fig

u
re relu

ctan
tly

 
am

en
d
ed

 w
ith

in
 a few

 d
ay

s 
to

 "1
5

,0
0

0
 n

et." F
o

r it d
e-

v
e
lo

p
e
d

 th
a
t 3

0
,0

0
0

 m
e
n

 
w

o
u

ld
 actu

ally
 b

e leav
in

g
 

G
erm

any now
, w

hile 15,000 
re

p
la

c
e
m

e
n

ts w
e
re

 "a
s-

su
re

d
" b

y
 th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
 

year. 
H

u
m

o
rists o

n
 b

o
th

 sid
es 

o
f th

e A
tlan

tic !h
av

e h
ad

 a 
field

 d
ay

 w
ith

 th
is p

erfo
rm

-
an

ce, w
h

ich
 seem

s to
 b

e in
 

fo
r a

n
 e

x
te

n
d

e
d

 ru
n

. T
h

e
 

latest statem
en

ts b
y
 S

en
a-

to
rs M

ik
e
 M

a
n
sfie

ld
 a

n
d
 

S
tu

a
rt S

y
m

in
g
to

n
 c

a
llin

g
 

fo
r a

 d
ra

stic
 re

d
u

c
tio

n
 -

fro
m

 th
e o

rig
in

al six
 d

iv
i-

sio
n
s to

 o
n
e o

r tw
o
—

w
ill 

su
rely

 b
e fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y
 n

ew
 

re
a
ssu

ra
n

c
e
s th

a
t su

c
h

 is 
n

o
t o

fficial U
.S

. p
o

licy
. It 

m
a
y
 n

o
t b

e
, b

u
t d

o
u
b
te

rs 
w

ill b
e p

ard
o

n
ed

. 
If th

is w
ere th

e o
n
ly

 item
 

,in
 th

e
 c

re
d

ib
ility

 g
a
p
, c

o
n
-

I fid
en

ce h
ere in

 th
e A

d
m

in
-

istratio
n

 m
ig

h
t b

e resto
red

 
—

fo
r th

e B
o

n
n

 g
o

v
ern

m
en

t 
d

o
e
s u

n
d

e
rsta

n
d

 th
e
 U

S
. 

p
re

d
ic

a
m

e
n
t in

 V
ie

tn
a
m

 
a
n

d
 th

e
 G

e
rm

a
n

 p
u

b
lic

 
ra

lly
 d

o
e
s n

o
t c

a
re

 m
u

c
h

  

h
o
w

 m
an

y
 A

m
erican

 so
l-

d
ie

rs a
re

 h
e
re

 so
 lo

n
g

 a
s 

en
o

u
g

h
 co

u
ld

 h
e h

ere in
 a 

pinch. 
H

o
w

ev
er, th

e sam
e d

is-
array

 an
d

 co
n

fu
sio

n
 h

as al-
read

y
 b

een
 co

m
m

u
n

icated
 

o
n
 a w

id
e v

ariety
 o

f o
th

er 
issues—

ranging from
 N

A
T

O
 

strateg
y
 to

 h
o
w

 to
 d

eal w
ith

 
de G

aulle. W
ild rum

ors pro-
liferate in all directions, and 

,m
o
st o

f th
em

 seem
 to

 h
av

e 
/so

m
e o

fficial so
u
rce. T

h
e 

im
p

re
ssio

n
 is stro

n
g

 th
a
t 

eith
er th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates is 

playing it by ear from
 day to 

d
ay

, w
ith

o
u

t m
ak

in
g

 u
p

 its 
m

ind on any of these issues, 
o

r else th
at so

 m
an

y
 d

iffer-
ent m

inds in the A
dm

inistra-
tion have been m

ade up that 
n
o
b
o
d
y
 really

 k
n
o
w

s w
h
ich

 
o

n
e co

u
n

ts. 
T

h
e o

n
ly

 co
n

so
latio

n
 fo

r 
A

m
erican

 o
b

serv
ers h

ere is 
that the B

onn governm
ent is 

ju
st as m

an
y
-to

n
g
u
ed

 o
n
 a 

h
o

st o
f m

o
re m

an
ag

eab
le 

issues. 


