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Johnson 

w
ith

 a few
 o

ld
 p

o
litical frien

d
s fro

m
 T

ex
as, I rem

ark
ed

, "T
h

is 
m

ay be the last tim
e you'll have to leave W

ashington. W
ith G

old-
w

ater as your opponent you can run the entire cam
paign from

 the 
W

hite H
ouse." 

Johnson turned tow
ard m

e, his m
anner suddenly serious: "Y

ou 
fellow

s ought to stop talking about being happy about G
oldw

ater. 
S

uppose there is a heart attack or som
ething. G

oldw
ater is a m

ean, 
vindictive little m

an. A
fter I accepted the vice-presidency he w

rote 
m

e the w
orst letter I have ever received. H

e said it w
as dem

ean-
ing of m

e to accept an office under som
eone w

ho w
as m

y inferior, 
w

h
o

 d
id

n
't h

av
e m

y
 ab

ility
 o

r m
y

 ex
p

erien
ce. H

e is n
asty

 an
d

 
petty, w

ith a w
arm

 handshake, and a pleasing facade." T
hen he 

paused, sm
iling w

arm
ly to reassure m

e he had m
eant no rebuke. 

"L
et's get that speech finished, boys, the w

hole w
orld is w

aiting 
for you." A

nd so it w
as. B

ut not for us. 

T
he cam

paign itself w
as a politician's dream

. F
rom

 the begin-
ning, the only issue w

as not victory or defeat, but the size of the 
inevitable trium

ph. A
bsent a scientific m

iracle —
 i.e., the rejuven-

ation of E
isenhow

er w
ith glandular transplant —

 it is unlikely that 
any R

epublican could have defeated Johnson. N
ot only w

as the 
country at peace, but K

ennedy in his last year had reduced C
old 

W
ar tensions to their low

est point since W
orld W

ar II. W
e w

ere 
in the m

iddle of a sustained econom
ic boom

, and w
ithout infla-

tion. M
oreover, Johnson had not only inherited the K

ennedy con-
stituency (at the tim

e of his death, JF
K

 had the approval of about 
7o percent of the electorate), but had expanded it to the doubtful 
and disaffected w

ith the im
pressive perform

ance of his first year 
in office. 

A
d
d
in

g
 to

 th
e ab

u
n
d
an

ce o
f o

u
r ad

v
an

tag
es, th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

 
party —

 seem
ingly determ

ined to forfeit w
hatever slim

 chance it 
had —

 nom
inated the leader and hero of the sem

i-ideological right, 
w

h
o

se v
iew

s w
ere far fro

m
 w

h
at w

as th
en

 th
e m

ain
stream

 o
f 

A
m

erican politics. W
e w

atched the R
epublican convention in de-

light as the delegates, determ
ined to exile the once-ruling m

oder-
ate eastern

 w
in

g
 o

f th
e p

arty
, sh

o
u
ted

 a caco
p
h
o
n
y
 o

f h
ate an

d
 

disapproval at N
elson R

ockefeller; and w
e could hardly contain 

our pleasure as the candidate him
self confirm

ed the country's w
orst 

fears by proclaim
ing that "extrem

ism
 in the defense of liberty is 

no vice," dem
onstrating that even a cliche —

 in the w
rong place 

and from
 the w

rong m
an —

 could be pow
erfully self-destructive. 

Lyndon's Landslide 

M
oreover, G

oldw
ater's path to his party's leadership 

to w
a i 

w
n
 th

e
 a

s strew
( 

w
ith statem

ents (partly careless, partly calculated 	
l 

legiance of the R
epublican right, w

hich now
 w

as in control of di 
party structure) that, if properly incorporated into our arsenal 

attack, w
ere certain to frighten aw

ay large num
b o rs o sm

an
tl  

f m
ode eras( l 

v
o
ters. H

e h
ad

, fo
r ex

am
p
le, p

ro
p
o
sed

 v
irtu

ally
 t d

i  
cial security; observed that the country w

ould be a better place 
w

e could saw
 off the E

astern S
eaboard and send it out to sea; har 

ar, 

discussed nuclear w
eapons as if they w

ere m
erely m

agnified  
grenades, advocating that the decision to use them

 be entrust( 
not to the com

m
ander-in-chief alone, but to com

bat com
m

ande 
in

 th
e field

. A
s a resu

lt, th
e issu

e o
f th

e cam
p
aig

n
 w

as n
o
t t' 

D
em

ocratic record, not liberalism
, not L

yndon Johnson —
 b 

B
arry

 G
o

ld
w

ater h
im

self. It w
as an

 in
cu

m
b

en
t's d

ream
, an

d
 

challenger's nightm
are. (G

eorge M
cG

overn w
as to place him

s 
in a sim

ilar position in 1972, and w
ith the sam

e result.) 
E

very m
orning a group of us —

 B
ill M

oyers, Jack V
alenti, n 

self, C
lark C

lifford, L
arry O

'B
rien —

 m
et on the first, or presid ,  

tial, floor of the W
est W

ing to discuss cam
pathe latest R

epu' 
ig

n
 strateg

y
, is 

instructions to the field, prepare responses to  
can tactics. U

pstairs M
ike F

eldm
an presided over a parallel m

t 
ing of w

hat w
e called, in those days of innocence, the "D

ep ,  

m
ent of D

irty T
ricks," w

hose energies w
ere devoted to find 

w
ays of confronting the R

epublican candidate  w
ith 

w
ith his ow

n tr 

dam
aging statem

ents and positions —
 planting questio every 

eve
ns, pro 

ing placards for dem
onstrators, etc. —

 trying to m
ake  

paign stop an arena for G
oldw

ater v. G
oldw

ater. In retrospect 
efforts to keep the F

eldm
an operation secret, even the nam

e 
sto

w
ed

 o
n
 h

is activ
ities, seem

 am
u
sin

g
ly

 n
aiv

e. It w
o
u
ld

 
R

ichard N
ixon to teach us w

hat "D
irty T

ricks" really m
eant 

A
t one of our earliest m

eetings, tow
ard the end of A

ugust, J 
son entered unannounced and took a seat at the end of the t 
facin

g
 h

is clo
se an

d
 tru

sted
 frien

d
 C

lark
 C

liffo
rd

: "N
o
w

, I 
let's hear w

hat you have in m
ind for m

e." F
or about tw

enty 
utes w

e continued to debate a variety of proposed strat 	
.!

egies, ,  

Johnson interrupted. "Y
ou fellow

s are the experts," he said 
th

is is h
o

w
 I see it. I'm

 th
e p

resid
en

t. T
h

at's o
u

r g
reatestt; 

ettin 
A

nd I d
o
n
't w

an
t to

 p
iss it aw

ay
 b

y
 g

g
 d

o
w

n
 in

 th
e rn

ix
l 

B
arry

. . . . M
y

 d
ad

d
y

 o
n

ce to
ld

 m
e ab

o
u

t th
e tim

e a fire 
out in a three-story building in Johnson C

ity. O
ld M

an H
u 

so
n

 w
as trap

p
ed

 o
n

 th
e th

ird
 flo

o
r an

d
 th

e fire lad
d

er 

P
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k
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