0f course, the other guy is slways wrongZ, whether he is the driver
of the struck cer, the President, a Yepubdican, a “emocret or, especislly,
a Bussien. Russisns sre, in the United Ststes, more wrong than the wrongest,
even if you are Senator Everett Mcfinley Virksen, kkm telking about the Fresident.
During the minor crisis following the re-escaletion of the Vietnsm
War with the resumption of U.S. air attacks on the North, which, without accident,

coindided with the long-im avoided Americen appesl to the Security Couneil, both

of which just heppened to coincide with the holding of importent hesrings on

militery aporopristions for Vietnsm snd s Foreign Helations questioning of

the sptly-named
Secretary of Stste Rusk,/Senator Dirksen objected to Senate Committees holding
hearings during sessions of the Senste. His ressont As he explained it on TV
Februsry 2, 1966, it was "for the boys in Vietnsm". There is nothing, it seems,
Senstor Dirksen would not do for the boys in Vietnam, including delsying the
hearings required before additionasl funds could be sppropriated for their
equippege.

Senator Dirksen was well within his legal rights in meking his parli-

hoarisr
smentary objection. He didn't invent it. It is older then Bven his own pribvate
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mid-nineteenth century world, a truly ancient mensuver used to deley or pressure.
As “enstor Dirksen explaimed it - end en explanation from Senstor Dirksen is no
simple met ter but a complete theatrical performsnce with bullt-in tube sccompani-
ment - it was not Be who was interfereing with the flow of arms to the boys in
Vistnam, it was the sdministration. A1l the sdministration hed to do to end this

tregic and hezerdous interference with the legislative process as it relsted to
this,

the boys was yeild to his blackmail., It was thet simple. Their failure to do it,

clesrly, 8s Senstor Dirksen intoned it, msde this the administrations unshered

fault. Of course, it also msde no difference thet what Senstor Dirksen sought to
not

sccomplish waa/deaired by s madority of the Semators ( but lees then the two-

thirds required to bresk a fillibuster). I4 was desired by an expensive public=-

reletions outfit and & minority, thepolitical right - and by Senstor Dirsken end

those who Timmmemzhkix for lo these many years have supported his political

cempeigns ( from the time he quit the Chetaqua )s

Nor does Semstor Dirksen enjoy either a peatent or any other kind of a
monopoly on this type of thinking. It permeetes our national life end has been
reised to the very highest pinacle of probity end scceptabllity by the literati
and other intellectu=ls brought into the government by Cresident Kennedy. it 4s

the basis of their proof the Riss’ens were undeviastingly wrong: they, heathen
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infiltrators, insurrectionsists or whatever unplessant designstion at any parti-

culer moment seem most slanderous end therefore most eppropriste, didn't agree

with Kennedy or, as they more modestly put it, the "free world". That made them

wrong. Senstor Dirksen, President Kennedy snd his advisors snd slmsot mybody

else sgreed on this, if on almost nothing else.



