
that G
erm

any has pushed w
ell 

b
ey

o
n
d
 F

ran
ce in

 real eco
-

n
o

m
ic p

o
w

er, an
d

 it is eco
-

n
o
m

ic
 p

o
w

e
r th

a
t u

su
a
lly

 
dictates political pow

er in the 
en

d
. N

early
 ev

ery
th

in
g

 D
e 

G
a
u

lle
 h

a
s d

o
n

e
 h

a
s b

e
e
n

 
designed, directly or indirect-
ly

, to
 co

n
tain

 o
r ev

en
 fru

s-
trate this pow

er. 
T

h
e facts, h

o
w

ev
er, sp

eak
 

for them
selves. W

est G
erm

a-
n
y
 h

a
s a

 p
o
p
u
la

tio
n
 o

f 5
8
 

m
illio

n
 an

d
 a g

ro
ss n

atio
n
al 

p
ro

d
u

ct o
f m

o
re th

an
 $

1
0

3
 

b
illio

n
. F

ran
ce h

as a p
o
p
u
la-

tio
n
 o

f o
n
ly

 4
8
 m

illio
n
 an

d
 a 

G
N

P
 of only $87 billion. In the 

C
o
m

m
o
n
 M

a
rk

e
t, w

h
ic

h
 

F
rance is trying to intim

idate, 
G

erm
any's position is unchal-

le
n
g
e
d
. It a

c
c
o
u
n
ts fo

r 4
0
 

percent of the m
ark

et's en
tire 

o
u

tp
u

t. F
ran

ce's co
n

trib
u

tio
n

 
is only 26 percent, and all the 
o

th
er m

em
b

ers p
u

t to
g

eth
er 

only produce 34 percent. 
W

h
at is ev

en
 m

o
re sig

n
ifi-

can
t, p

erh
ap

s, is th
at G

erm
a-

n
y
's in

d
u
strial g

ro
w

th
 is fast 

outpacing F
rance's. F

or som
e 

y
ears n

o
w

, F
ran

ce h
as b

een
 

stum
bling along w

ith a grow
th 

ra
te

 o
f o

n
ly

 a
b
o
u
t 2

 o
r 3

 
p

e
rc

e
n

t. G
e
rm

a
n

y
, o

n
 th

e
 

o
th

er h
an

d
, h

as b
o
asted

 o
f a 

ra
te

 o
f b

e
tw

e
e
n
 6

 a
n
d
 8

 
p

ercen
t a y

ear, ev
en

 th
o

u
g

h
 

the base is M
uch larger. 

A
 quick glance at facts like 

th
e
se

 h
e
lp

s e
x

p
la

in
 w

h
y

 
F

ran
ce h

as b
een

 raisin
g
 h

o
b
 

in
 th

e C
o

m
m

o
n

 M
ark

et, w
h

y
 

it is try
in

g
 to

 sn
arl th

e "K
en

-
nedy round" of negotiations on 
n
ew

 tariff cu
ts, an

d
 w

h
y
 it 

b
alk

s at N
A

T
O

 n
u
clear sh

ar-
in

g
 p

lan
s. O

n
 all co

u
n

ts, th
e 

m
ain

 th
ru

st o
f its p

o
licy

 is to
 

u
n
d
ercu

t its su
p
p
o
sed

 n
ew

 
friend and ally. 

D
u

rin
g

 th
e recen

t G
erm

an
 

electio
n
 cam

p
aig

n
, M

ay
o
r 

W
illy

 B
ran

d
t ch

arg
ed

 th
at 

G
erm

an
y

 w
as an

 eco
n

o
m

ic 
g
ia

n
t b

e
in

g
 tre

a
te

d
 lik

e
 a

 
p

o
litical p

y
g

m
y

. H
e said

 it 
should dem

and and get great-
er reco

g
n
itio

n
. F

o
rm

er D
e- 

fen
se M

in
ister F

ran
z Jo

sef 
S

trau
ss o

f th
e S

o
cial D

em
o
-

c
ra

ts m
a
d

e
 so

m
e
w

h
a
t th

e
 

sam
e point. 

E
rh

ard
 an

d
 C

o
. h

av
e b

een
 

less m
ilitan

t th
an

 th
eir p

o
liti-

cal fo
es o

n
 th

e issu
e. T

h
ey

 
are, fo

r th
e m

o
st p

art, sen
io

r 
c
itiz

e
n

s in
c
lin

e
d

 to
w

a
rd

 
cau

tio
n
, u

n
w

illin
g
 to

 co
llid

e 
to

o
 o

p
en

ly
 o

r v
io

len
tly

 w
ith

 
D

e G
aulle. A

nd they shy aw
ay 

fro
m

 so
m

e o
f th

e d
istastefu

l 
asp

ects o
f g

reat p
o
w

ersh
ip

, 
lik

e g
ettin

g
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 V
iel 

N
am

 o
r C

y
p
ru

s. 
B

u
t th

e
y
, to

o
, a

re
 n

o
w

 
p

u
sh

in
g

 rath
er in

sisten
tly

 fo
r 

a fo
rm

 o
f n

u
clear sh

arin
g

 to
 

certify
 th

eir p
o

w
er an

d
 statu

s 
in the W

estern A
lliance. T

hey 
can

n
o

t b
e p

u
t o

ff m
u

ch
 lo

n
g

-
er. W

h
eth

er h
e w

an
ts to

 o
r 

n
o
t, Jo

h
n
so

n
 is g

o
in

g
 to

 h
av

e 
to

 assert so
m

e lead
ersh

ip
 to

 
d
e
v
e
lo

p
 a

 so
lu

tio
n
, o

r risk
 

B
o

n
n

 g
o

in
g

 in
to

 b
u

sin
ess fo

r 
itself. 

1965 

B
y M

A
R

G
U

E
R

IT
E

 H
IG

G
IN

S
 

S
ta

r S
p

ecia
l W

riter 

T
h
e
 c

e
n
te

rp
ie

c
e
 o

f th
e
 

n
eetin

g
 b

etw
een

 P
resid

en
t 

lo
h
n
so

n
 an

d
 W

est G
erm

an
 

la
n

c
e
llo

r L
u

d
w

ig
 E

rh
a
rd

 
tex

t w
eek

 w
ill b

e th
e seem

-
n
g
ly

 en
d
less m

u
d
d
le o

v
er 

v
h

e
th

e
r a

n
d

 h
o

w
 th

e
 G

e
r-

n
an

s are g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e allo
w

ed
 

o
 sh

are in
 th

e W
est's ato

m
ic 

lefense system
. 

It is reaso
n

ab
ly

 safe to
 say

, 
ao

w
ev

er, th
at n

o
t m

u
ch

 w
ill 

be settled and B
onn w

ill again 
b

e 'ask
ed

 to
 sit o

u
tsid

e th
e 

c
lu

b
 a

 little
 w

h
ile

 lo
n
g
e
r. 

E
v

en
 at th

is late d
ate, w

ith
 

th
e
 ta

lk
s le

ss th
a
n

 1
0

 d
a
y

s 
aw

ay
, th

e ad
m

in
istratio

n
 still 

h
a
s n

o
t d

e
c
id

e
d
 w

h
a
t its 

strategy should be. 
T

h
e
 S

ta
te

 D
e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t's 

ex
p
erts are ru

n
n
in

g
 aro

u
n
d
 

w
ith

 all so
rts o

f p
lan

s in
 th

eir 
h
a
n
d
, su

g
g
e
stin

g
 th

a
t th

e
 

P
resid

en
t p

lay
 th

e issu
e u

p
, 

o
r d

o
w

n
, o

r so
m

ew
h

ere. A
n

d
 

O
N

 T
H

E
 S

P
O

T
 

U
n

d
e
rse

c
re

ta
ry

 o
f S

ta
te

 
G

eo
rg

e B
all w

as sen
t o

ff to
 

L
o
n
d
o
n
 to

 see w
h
at th

e B
rit-

ish
 th

in
k
 a

b
o
u
t u

sin
g
 th

e
ir 

P
o
la

ris su
b
m

a
rin

e
s a

s a
 

v
eh

icle fo
r acco

m
o
d
atin

g
 th

e 
G

erm
an desires. 

N
o one seem

s to be entirely 
clear yet how

 Johnson him
self 

w
o

u
ld

 lik
e to

 p
lay

 h
is h

an
d

. 
O

fficials in
sist, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at 
h
e
 is n

o
w

 ta
k
in

g
 th

e
 issu

e
 

v
e
ry

 se
rio

u
sly

 a
n
d
 w

ill b
e
 

fo
rth

co
m

in
g
 if th

e G
erm

an
s 

are fo
rth

co
m

in
g

. A
n

d
 th

is is 
so

m
eth

in
g
, co

n
sid

erin
g
 th

e 
fa

c
t th

a
t o

n
ly

 la
st y

e
a
r h

e
 

ap
p
eared

 to
 reject th

e id
ea o

f 
taking any initiative. 

T
h

e h
ard

 fact, o
f co

u
rse, is 

th
at th

e n
u
clear p

ro
b
lem

 is 
g
o
in

g
 to

 h
av

e to
 b

e settled
 

so
o

n
er o

r later. T
h

e reaso
n

 is 
th

at it is o
n

e o
f th

e k
ey

s to
  

the solution of the really great 
issu

e
 th

a
t d

o
m

in
a
te

s th
e
 

w
h

o
le fu

tu
re o

f E
u
ro

p
e, th

e 
W

estern
 A

llian
ce, an

d
 th

e so
-

called
 A

tlan
tic C

o
m

m
u

n
ity

. 
A

n
d
 th

at is h
o
w

 G
erm

an
y
 is 

to be returned to the fam
ily of 

n
a
tio

n
s a

s a
 re

sp
e
c
ta

b
le

 
p

o
w

er p
u

llin
g

 its o
w

n
 w

eig
h

t 
in w

orld councils. 
G

erm
an

y
's em

erg
en

ce as 
th

e d
o
m

in
an

t n
atio

.' in
 W

est-
ern E

urope, its position as the 
w

orld's third largest pow
er, is 

th
e real d

riv
in

g
 fo

rce b
eh

in
d
 

its d
e
m

a
n

d
s fo

r g
re

a
te

r 
recognition. T

his is one of the 
little

 d
isc

u
sse

d
 b

u
t m

a
jo

r 
reaso

n
s fo

r F
ren

ch
 P

resid
en

t 
C

h
arles d

e G
au

lle's o
b
stru

c-
tionist policies. 

D
e
sp

ite
 th

e
 e

m
p

h
a
sis o

n
 

F
ran

co
-G

erm
an

 rap
p
ro

ch
e-

m
en

t, D
e G

au
lle reco

g
n
izes 

T
aIkto F

ocuson B
onn A

-R
ole 


