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U.S. SCOUT PLANE WITH 31 
IS LOST,REPORTED DOWNED 
BY 2,1k9p11 KOREAN MIG'S 

Associated Pres, 

AIR FORCE VERSION OF MISSING PLANE: An Air Force reconnaissance plane similar 

to the Navy EC-121 aircraft that North Korea says was shot down by their air force. 

the New York Times 	 Aoril 16, 1469 

Search for U.S. reconnaissance plane, which was based at 
Atsugi, Japan (1), was centered 72 miles off North Korea 
(2), northeast of the point (3) where Pueblo was seized. 

WIDE HUNT BEGINS 

Sighting of Debris in, 

Japan Sea Reported 

By Pentagon 

By WILLIAM BEECHER . 
Spnlal to The New York T1mee 

WASHINGTON, April 15—
North Korea asserted today, 
that it had shot down a United 
States Navy electronic intelli-
gence plane. The Nixon Admin-
istration is said to believe that 
the plane, with a crew of 31,s  
was attacked by two MIG jeti_ 
off the Korean coast. 

A broadcast by North Ko-
rea monitored here said the 
slow four-engine EC-121 air-
craft based in Japan, had in-
truded into its airspace and 
was downed with "one shot." 
Pentagon spokesmen would say 
only that an air-sea search had 
begun in an area 100 miles 
off Chongjin, North Korea, the 
Sea of Japan for possible sur-
vivors. 

The Defense Department re- 

ported a sighting of debris that 
it said "could be associated 
with the missing aircraft." The 
debris was sighted by a Navy 
search plane about four miles 
from the point where the miss-
ing plane is believed to have 
gone down. The search plane 
did not report any evidence of 
survivors near the debris. 

[In Prospect Heights, Ill., 
the head of the Remember 
the Pueblo Committee, cit-
ing "a Government source, 
announced that possibly sev-

en survivors of the plane had 
been picked up by North 
Korean gunboats.] 

Mission Termed Routine 
Unofficially, a high Admin-

istration official said the plane 
was believed to have been shot 
down about 100 miles off the 
Korean coast. Senator Everett 
McKinley Dirksen, the Repub-
ican leader, said two MIG's 

and 60 miles had been men-
tioned to him at a White House 
briefing conducted by Henry 
A. Kissinger, national security 
adviser to the President. 

A Pentagon spokesman said 
the plane had been on a rou-
tine reconnaissance flight sim-
ilar to hundreds of missions 
flown in the area since 1950, 
when the Korean war started. 
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E
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o
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T
he broadcast, w

hich did not 
p
in

p
o
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t th
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catio
n
 o

f th
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plane, concluded, "T
he U
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rs m
u
st b
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 m
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In the absence of positive in-
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o

u
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d
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m
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ces o

f th
e in
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d
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m

erican
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d
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ese 

officials w
ere reluctant to com
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m

ent on N
orth K

orea's m
otives 

or on the possible consequences 
o
f th

e in
cid

en
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s of today, our assessm

ent 
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orth K
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a
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 a

 m
a
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stan
d
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inistry official said. 
N

orth K
orea is on bad term

s 
w

ith
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ist C

h
in

a, h
e 

added, and m
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 d
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c
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e p
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b
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es said. 
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e p
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 b
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 o
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 p
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 b
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 c
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c
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 b
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 o
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s. 
T

he S
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m
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o
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, 
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nited S
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e S

o
v
iet U

n
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n
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outh K
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e m
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m
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 c
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 m
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. D
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ever, that since the 

P
u

eb
lo

 in
cid
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be surprised by any belligerent 
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orth K
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m
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 b
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 b
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t o
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.S
. im

perialist aggres-
so

r a
rm

y
, w

n
ic

h
 h

a
s p
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o
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h
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u
b
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 a 
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u
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n
n
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h
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p
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v
o
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n
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 d
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T
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p
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ist ag

g
resso
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w
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 d
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b
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 b
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ccess o
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w

n
 

w
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g
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d
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o
u
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e 1

5
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 p
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u
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o
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e p
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t d
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.M
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P
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. M

o
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, E
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d
-
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K
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T

h
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e co
n
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an

 area 8
3
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u
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C
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o
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o
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