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s m
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B
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E
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H

E
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R
E

S
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ill b
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M
R

. S
P

IV
A

K
: O

ur guest today on M
E

E
T

 T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
S

 is the 
U

nder S
ecretary of S

tate, G
eorge W

. B
all. H

e has held his posi-
tion, the second in com

m
and at the S

tate D
epartm

ent, since 1961. 
T

oday, in the absence from
 the country of S

ecretary R
usk, he is 

the A
cting S

ecretary of S
tate. 

W
e w

ill have the first questions now
 from

 Joseph C
. H

arsch of 
the N

B
C

 N
ew

s. 
M

R
. H

A
R

S
C

H
: M

r. S
ecretary, a w

eek
 ago S

atu
rd

ay th
e P

resi-
d

en
t said

, "
W

e m
u

st con
tin

u
e to raise th

e cost of aggression
 at 

its sou
rce."

 
W

ou
ld

 it b
e a reason

ab
le in

terp
retation

 th
at th

is w
as in

ten
d

ed
 

as a w
arn

in
g to H

an
oi th

at it m
u

st, an
d

 p
rom

p
tly, sh

ow
 som

e 
seriou

s in
terest in

 p
eace or w

e w
ill attem

p
t b

y h
eavier b

om
b

in
g to 

force th
em

 tow
ard

s p
eace? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: W
e have m

ade very clear, I think, quite consistent-
ly that w

e w
ill m

aintain pressure on H
anoi as a part of the gen-

eral strategy for securing independence for the S
outh V

ietnam
-

ese, and I w
ould hope that the leaders in H

anoi w
ill understand 

this m
essage, but I w

ouldn't necessarily interpret it in the m
an-

ner in w
hich you have. 

M
R

. H
A

R
S

C
H

: N
ot as an

 u
ltim

atu
m

? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: N

o, it is not an ultim
atum

. W
hat w

e have tried to 
do w

ith H
anoi from

 the beginning is to m
ake clear to them

 that 
th

e g
am

e w
asn

't w
o

rth
 th

e can
d

le, th
at th

ey
 co

u
ld

 n
o

t co
n

d
u

ct 
th

is k
in

d
 o

f ag
g
ressio

n
 ag

ain
st th

eir n
eig

h
b
o
r w

ith
o
u
t, at th

e 
long end of the road, suffering very severe consequences. 

M
R

. H
A

R
S

C
H

: T
h

ere are con
flictin

g rep
orts on

 th
e cu

rren
t 

attitu
d

e of H
an

oi. S
om

e say th
at C

an
ad

ian
 A

m
b

assad
or C

h
ester 

R
on

n
in

g d
id

 fin
d

 som
e in

terest in
 p

eace w
h

en
 h

e w
as in

 H
an

oi. 
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O
th

ers say th
at h

e fou
n

d
 n

on
e at all. W

h
ich

 typ
e of rep

ort sh
ou

ld
 

w
e b

elieve? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: T

here w
as nothing in w

hat A
m

bassador R
onning 

brought back w
hich gave any encouragem

ent that H
anoi w

as pre-
p
ared

 to
 co

m
e to

 a co
n
feren

ce tab
le. In

 fact, th
e lin

e th
at th

ey
 

have been taking seem
s to us to be quite as hard as it has been at 

any tim
e, and you w

ill notice that H
anoi itself has m

ade this clear 
in

 th
e last few

 d
ay

s. 
M

R
. H

A
R

S
C

H
: W

e h
ave b

een
 b

om
b

in
g for over a year an

d
 a 

h
alf. Is th

ere an
y evid

en
ce at all th

at th
at b

om
b

in
g h

as h
ad

 th
e 

effect of p
u

sh
in

g th
e en

em
y tow

ard
s p

eace, or h
asn

't it actu
ally 

w
ork

ed
 th

e oth
er w

ay, of stiffen
in

g th
eir w

ill to w
ar? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I th
in

k
 th

at h
as ach

iev
ed

 a n
u

m
b

er o
f resu

lts. It 
h

as g
reatly

 in
creased

 th
e co

st o
f in

filtratin
g

 m
en

 an
d

 m
aterial 

in
to

 th
e S

o
u
th

. I th
in

k
 th

at it h
as h

ad
 a v

ery
 real effect o

n
 th

e 
m

orale of the fighting forces of the V
iet C

ong in the S
outh. 

M
R

. H
A

R
S

C
H

: H
asn

't it raised
 th

e m
orale of th

e civilian
s in

 
N

orth
 V

ietn
am

? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: I d

on
't th

in
k

 at all, b
ased

 o
n
 th

e rep
o
rts th

at w
e 

h
av

e h
ad

, th
at th

is h
as b

een
 th

e case. I th
in

k
 th

at th
ere is a 

g
ro

w
in

g
 ap

p
reh

en
sio

n
 in

 N
o
rth

 V
ietn

am
 th

at th
is is g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e 

a very costly business for them
. 

M
R

. L
IS

A
G

O
R

: M
r. B

all, w
e h

ave h
eard

 a great d
eal in

 recen
t 

d
ays ab

ou
t th

e p
olitical d

isarray in
 C

om
m

u
n

ist C
h

in
a. T

h
ere 

seem
s to b

e som
e sort of a stru

ggle am
on

g th
e lead

ersh
ip

 th
ere, 

an
d

 I w
on

d
er if in

 you
r view

 N
orth

 V
ietn

am
 is in

 a b
etter or a 

w
orse p

osition
 to n

egotiate in
 view

 of th
is situ

ation
 in

 P
ek

in
g? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I th
in

k
 it is v

ery
 h

ard
 to

 tell. T
h

ere are tw
o

 m
ain

 
causes, I suppose, for w

hat is going on w
ithin C

om
m

unist C
hina. 

O
n
e is an

 act o
f self-criticism

 o
n
 th

e p
art o

f th
e C

h
in

ese P
arty

 
and the regim

e, quite severely criticizing the governm
ent for som

e 
o
f th

e g
reat failu

res w
h
ich

 th
ey

 h
av

e h
ad

 b
o
th

 in
tern

ally
 an

d
 

externally. In addition to that there is a pow
er struggle going on. 

H
ow

 that w
ill com

e out w
ill answ

er the question you have posed 
to m

e. 
M

R
. L

IS
A

G
O

R
: H

ave w
e an

y clu
e as to w

h
eth

er th
e w

ar in
 

V
ietn

am
 is a factor in

 th
e C

h
in

ese stru
ggle? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I think certainly the question of supporting other 
reg

im
es in

 b
ellig

eren
t acts is an

 elem
en

t, b
u
t again h

o
w

 th
is is 

going to com
e out, w

hether the hard-liners w
ill prevail, w

hether 
there w

ill be a m
ore liberal elem

ent that w
ill em

erge is som
ething 

w
e can

't tell at th
is p

o
in

t. 
M

R
. L

IS
A

G
O

R
: A

t th
e sam

e tim
e th

is is going on
, th

e R
u

s-
sian

s h
ave b

een
 com

p
lain

in
g ab

ou
t th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates govern
m

en
t 

in
sisten

ce th
at its role in

 V
ietn

am
 is som

eh
ow

 lim
ited

, th
at it is 

n
o

t d
o

in
g

 a
ll th

a
t it ca

n
, a

n
d

 th
ey

 cla
im

 w
e a

re in
 th

e w
a

r 
u

p
 to

 th
e h

ilt. 
C

a
n

 y
o
u

 ex
p

la
in

 w
h

y
 th

e R
u

ssia
n

s a
re g

o
in

g
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
is 

ex
ercise a

t th
is tim

e?
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M
R

. B
A

L
L

: F
irst let m

e say
 w

h
at w

e h
av

e d
o
n
e in

 V
ietn

am
, 

b
o

th
 in

 th
e N

o
rth

 an
d

 in
 th

e S
o

u
th

, h
as b

een
 m

ark
ed

 b
y

 a v
ery

 
co

n
sid

erab
le restrain

t, b
ecau

se w
e h

av
e lim

ited
 w

h
at w

e h
av

e 
done to our ow

n rather lim
ited objectives there of securing peace 

fo
r th

e S
o

u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese. W

h
y

 th
e R

u
ssian

s are u
sin

g
 th

is in
 

th
e m

an
n
er th

ey
 are in

 th
eir o

w
n
 p

ro
p
ag

an
d
a, I th

in
k
, is so

m
e-

th
in

g
 th

at is fo
r th

em
 to

 an
sw

er. 
M

R
. L

IS
A

G
O

R
: M

r. B
all, som

e C
on

gressm
en

 h
ave b

een
 sayin

g 
th

at th
e R

u
ssian

s are d
oin

g far m
ore in

 N
orth

 V
ietn

am
 th

an
 th

e 
A

m
erican

 p
eop

le realize. C
an

 you
 d

efin
e w

ith
 an

y p
recision

 ju
st 

h
ow

 d
eep

ly in
volved

 th
ey are? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: T
h

ey h
ave b

een
 providing m

ilitary equipm
ent. A

 
great part of it I m

ay say has been defensive m
ilitary equipm

ent. 
T

hey have also been assisting in econom
ic supplies for the con-

d
u

ct o
f th

e w
ar b

y
 th

e N
o

rth
 V

ietn
am

ese p
eo

p
le as w

ell as fo
r 

the m
aintenance of the N

orth V
ietnam

ese econom
y. B

ut I think 
w

e k
n

o
w

 w
ith

 co
n

sid
erab

le p
recisio

n
, o

r at least w
ith

in
 a v

ery
 

lim
ited

 area o
f q

u
estio

n
, h

o
w

 m
u

ch
 th

ey
 h

av
e b

een
 d

o
in

g
 an

d
 

w
h
at th

ey
 h

av
e b

een
 d

oin
g. 

M
R

. G
E

Y
E

L
IN

: M
r. S

ecretary, you
 h

ave b
een

 d
escrib

ed
 on

 
several recen

t occasion
s as a sort of d

evil's ad
vocate to th

e Joh
n

-
son

 cou
rt b

y ap
p

oin
tm

en
t to h

is M
ajesty, you

 m
igh

t say, an
d

 
recen

tly M
arq

u
is C

h
ild

s w
rote in

 h
is colu

m
n

. "
It h

as b
een

 n
o 

secret in
 W

ash
in

gton
 th

at for at least th
ree years M

r. B
all h

as 
con

sisten
tly op

p
osed

 in
 th

e p
rivate cou

n
cils of govern

m
en

t th
e 

escalation
 of th

e w
ar."

 Is th
at tru

e? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: O

n
e of th

e g
ratify

in
g

 asp
ects o

f serv
ice in

 th
e 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 is th

e fact th
at th

e P
resid

en
t in

sists o
n
 

h
earin

g
 ev

ery
 sid

e o
f ev

ery
 q

u
estio

n
. W

e m
ak

e d
ecisio

n
s b

y
 a 

k
in

d
 o

f ad
v

ersary
 p

ro
ced

u
re in

 w
h

ich
 m

atters are arg
u

ed
 o

u
t 

an
d
 arg

u
ed

 o
u
t in

 g
reat d

etail. I h
av

e p
lay

ed
 a p

art in
 th

is, an
d

 
h

ave p
layed

 a p
art very often

 at th
e req

u
est of th

e P
resid

en
t, 

w
h

o
 h

as ask
ed

 m
e to

 tak
e o

n
e sid

e o
r an

o
th

er o
r ev

en
 to

 arg
u

e 
each

 sid
e in

 tu
rn

 o
f a p

articu
lar q

u
estio

n
. I th

in
k

 th
is is an

 
essen

tial ro
le to

 assist th
e P

resid
en

t in
 m

ak
in

g
 th

e terrib
ly

 d
if-

ficult decisions he has to m
ake. I think it has been a useful one. 

M
R

. G
E

Y
E

L
IN

: In
 ou

r system
 isn

't th
is a good

 ru
le for th

e 
p

u
b

lic th
en

? Isn
't w

h
at is good

 for P
resid

en
t Joh

n
son

 good
 for 

th
e p

eop
le? S

h
ou

ld
n

't th
ere b

e a p
u

b
lic d

eb
ate on

 th
is as w

ell as 
a p

rivate on
e? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: W
e h

av
e b

een
 g

ratified
 b

y
 th

e p
u
b
lic d

eb
ate o

n
 

th
is q

u
estio

n
. W

e h
av

e n
ev

er su
g
g
ested

 fo
r a m

o
m

en
t th

at it 
w

asn
't a p

erfectly
 n

o
rm

al an
d

 h
ealth

y
 attrib

u
te o

f d
em

o
cracy

 
th

at th
ese th

in
g

s are arg
u

ed
 o

u
t in

 p
u

b
lic an

d
 at len

g
th

. 
M

R
. R

O
B

E
R

T
S

: M
r. S

ecretary, can
 you

 tell u
s w

h
eth

er th
e 

U
n

ited
 S

tates h
as b

een
 b

om
b

in
g th

e d
ik

es an
d

 d
am

s of th
e N

orth
 

V
ietn

am
ese irrigation

 system
 as th

e govern
m

en
t in

 H
an

oi says 
w

e h
ave b

een
 d

oin
g? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: It h
as n

o
t; it h

as n
o

t. 
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M
R

. R
O

B
E

R
T

S
: H

as th
is p

erh
ap

s b
een

 on
ly in

cid
en

tal, th
is 

k
in

d
 of th

in
g, to oth

er b
om

b
in

g targets in
 th

e n
orth

? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: T

here has been no attack on the irrigation system
 

of N
orth V

ietnam
 as a target. T

here m
ay occasionally have been 

a d
am

 h
it in

 co
n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 so

m
e o

th
er targ

et w
h
ich

 w
e w

ere 
b
o
m

b
in

g
 as a m

ilitary
 targ

et fo
r q

u
ite a d

ifferen
t p

u
rp

o
se, b

u
t 

th
ere h

as b
een

 n
o
 attack

 at th
e irrig

atio
n
 sy

stem
. 

M
R

. R
O

B
E

R
T

S
: A

s to w
h

ere th
e w

ar is goin
g at th

is p
oin

t, 
th

ere ap
p

ears to b
e a con

sid
erab

le m
ood

 of op
tim

ism
 com

in
g ou

t 
of S

aigon
. A

m
b

assad
or L

od
ge is b

egin
n

in
g to sou

n
d

 m
ore op

ti-
m

istic; th
e F

oreign
 M

in
ister of T

h
ailan

d
 is talk

in
g ab

ou
t th

e w
ar 

b
ein

g w
rap

p
ed

 u
p

 in
 18 m

on
th

s or tw
o years. D

o you
 sh

are th
is? 

Is th
is th

e W
ash

in
gton

 view
? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: T
h
ere are reaso

n
s to

 b
e g

ratified
 at th

e d
em

on
-

stration
 th

at A
m

erican
 p

o
w

er, as an
 an

cillary
 to

 w
h
at th

e S
ou

th
 

V
ietn

am
ese are d

o
in

g
, can

 b
e v

ery
 effectiv

e an
d
 h

as b
een

 very 
effective in w

earing dow
n the belligerence and the aggression of 

th
e o

th
er sid

e, an
d
 I th

in
k
 th

at w
e h

av
e q

u
ite a g

o
o
d
 d

eal o
f 

ev
id

en
ce u

p
o
n
 w

h
ich

 to
 b

ase a h
o
p
efu

l p
ro

g
n
o
sis. T

h
is d

o
esn

't 
m

ean the w
ar is going to be over quickly. 

M
R

. R
O

B
E

R
T

S
: A

re you
 an

y m
ore h

op
efu

l n
ow

 th
an

 you
 w

ere 
som

e m
on

th
s b

ack
, or is it m

ore or less th
e sam

e th
in

g w
e h

ave 
b

een
 sayin

g for m
on

th
s? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I think anyone w
ho has w

atched the w
ar carefully 

m
ust be gratified and pleased and m

ore encouraged by w
hat has 

occurred on the m
ilitary side. 

M
R

. R
O

B
E

R
T

S
: B

u
t I can

't get you
 to say you

 are m
ore h

op
e-

fu
l? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: I w

o
u

ld
 say

 th
at th

e m
ilitary

 sid
e h

as g
o

n
e rath

er 
b
etter th

an
 I th

o
u
g
h
t it w

o
u
ld

. 
M

R
. S

P
IV

A
K

: M
r. S

ecreta
ry

, m
a
y
 I a

sk
 y

o
u

 a
 q

u
estio

n
?
 It 

w
asn

't clear to m
e from

 you
r an

sw
er to M

r. G
eyelin

 w
h

eth
er you

 
favor th

e escalation
 of th

e w
ar in

 V
ietn

am
. Is it fair to in

terp
ret 

th
at you

 d
o n

ot favor or th
at you

 d
o favor escalation

 of th
e w

ar? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: W

h
at d

o
 w

e m
ean

 ex
actly

 b
y

 "escalatio
n

," M
r. 

Spivak ? 
M

R
. S

P
IV

A
K

: B
om

b
in

g H
aip

h
on

g, for exam
p

le. 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: T

h
ere is n

o
 d

ecisio
n
 o

n
 th

e p
art o

f th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates G
o
v
ern

m
en

t to
 b

o
m

b
 H

aip
h
o
n
g
 o

r to
 b

o
m

b
 th

e P
O

L
 in-

stallatio
n
s in

 H
aip

h
o
n
g
-H

an
o
i. T

h
is is n

o
t a m

atter w
h
ich

 I 
w

o
u
ld

 n
o
rm

ally
 d

iscu
ss, b

u
t I w

ill say
 I w

ill d
ev

iate fro
m

 th
e 

p
ractice ab

o
u
t n

o
t talk

in
g
 ab

o
u
t o

p
eratio

n
al m

atters b
ecau

se o
f 

th
e am

o
u
n
t o

f d
iscu

ssio
n
 th

ere h
as b

een
 in

 th
e p

ress o
n
 th

is 
subject. 

M
R

. H
A

R
S

C
H

: M
r. S

ecretary, b
ack

 in
 th

e d
ays of P

resid
en

t 
K

en
n

ed
y, w

e u
sed

 to h
ear a great d

eal ab
ou

t th
e so-called

 "
gran

d
 

d
esig

n
,"

 w
h

ich
 w

a
s so

m
etim

es referred
 to

 a
s th

e G
eo

rg
e B

a
ll 

P
lan

. A
s I u

n
d

erstood
 it at th

e tim
e, it called

 for a closer u
n

ion
  

of W
estern

 E
u

rop
e, w

h
ich

 w
ou

ld
 th

en
 b

ecom
e th

e eq
u

al p
artn

er 
of th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates. W
e are n

ot h
earin

g m
u

ch
 ab

ou
t th

e gran
d

 
d

esign
 an

y m
ore. Isn

't it tru
e th

at w
h

atever G
en

eral d
e G

au
lle 

h
as d

on
e for b

etter or for w
orse, h

e h
as m

ad
e th

e gran
d

 d
esign

 
of th

e K
en

n
ed

y p
eriod

 look
 lik

e rath
er an

 an
tiq

u
e h

eirloom
, w

h
ich

 
h

as b
een

 rep
laced

 b
y a n

ew
 d

e G
au

lle ord
er w

h
ich

, in
stead

 of 
tw

in
n

in
g th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates w
ith

 W
estern

 E
u

rop
e, look

s lik
e it 

m
igh

t tw
in

 R
u

ssia w
ith

 W
estern

 E
u

rop
e? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: N
o
, I can

't ag
ree at all th

at th
ere h

as b
een

—
th

at 
this policy has been rendered obsolete by events. It seem

s to m
e 

th
at it still rem

ain
s th

e o
b

jectiv
e w

h
ich

 w
e m

u
st w

o
rk

 fo
r an

d
 

for w
hich W

estern E
urope m

ust w
ork, and I think there is great 

v
itality

 in
 th

e m
o

v
em

en
t in

 W
estern

 E
u

ro
p

e to
w

ard
 a g

reater 
unity. I th

in
k
 th

ey
 lo

o
k
 at th

eir h
isto

ry
 an

d
 see w

h
at h

as h
ap

-
pened over the years as a result of national rivalries, the terrible 
catastro

p
h
ies th

at h
av

e o
ccu

rred
, an

d
 I th

in
k
 th

at th
ere is a 

great sentim
ent in E

urope tow
ard a greater unity. A

nd a greater 
unity in E

urope com
bined w

ith an effective w
orking partnership 

w
ith

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates is, I th

in
k
, th

e b
est h

o
p
e fo

r p
eace an

d
 

the best hope for a stable w
orld. 

M
R

. H
A

R
S

C
H

: Is it n
o
t tru

e th
a
t th

e o
ld

 g
ra

n
d

 d
esig

n
 a

s-
su

m
ed

 th
e p

erm
an

en
ce of th

e Iron
 C

u
rtain

, w
h

ereas th
e n

ew
 

d
e G

au
lle on

e assu
m

es th
e im

p
erm

an
en

ce? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: N

ot at all, not at all. W
hat w

as contem
plated and 

w
hat is contem

plated in the concept of a united E
urope w

orking 
in

 equal partnership w
ith the U

nited S
tates is the gradual erosion 

o
f th

e Iron C
urtain, the expansion of E

urope, the incorporation 
of other peoples w

ithin a united E
urope—

and E
urope com

ing to 
p
eace w

ith
 itself, th

e W
est an

d
 th

e E
ast, o

n
 a b

asis w
h
ich

 w
ill 

insure stability and w
ill insure equality. 

M
R

. L
IS

A
G

O
R

: M
r. S

ecretary, in
 an

sw
er to M

r. S
p

ivak
's q

u
es-

tion
 a m

om
en

t ago w
h

en
 you

 said
 th

ere h
as b

een
 n

o d
ecision

 to 
b

om
b

 H
aip

h
on

g H
arb

or or th
ese p

etroleu
m

 an
d

 oil d
u

m
p

s n
ear 

th
ere, y

o
u

 w
eren

't fo
reclo

sin
g

 th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 th

a
t su

ch
 a

 d
e-

cision
 m

igh
t b

e tak
en

? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: I w

as not, no, not at all. 
M

R
. L

IS
A

G
O

R
: N

ow
, to go b

ack
 to E

u
rop

e for a m
om

en
t—

 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: L

et m
e say that w

hat w
e have been doing is bom

b-
in

g
 m

ilitary
 targ

ets. W
e w

ill co
n

tin
u

e to
 b

o
m

b
 m

ilitary
 targ

ets 
as it becom

es necessary. 
M

R
. L

IS
A

G
O

R
: D

u
rin

g th
e cu

rren
t S

en
ate h

earin
gs, on

e of 
th

e con
stan

t th
em

es th
at w

as reiterated
 w

as th
at W

est G
erm

an
y 

sh
ou

ld
 n

ow
 tak

e a m
ore m

atu
re lead

 in
 th

e affairs of W
estern

 
E

u
rop

e an
d

 in
 reach

in
g tow

ard
 E

astern
 E

u
rop

e. 
I'd

 lik
e to ask

 you
 tw

o q
u

estion
s ab

ou
t th

at: O
n

e, w
h

eth
er you

 
a
g
ree th

a
t it is n

o
w

 tim
e fo

r W
est G

erm
a
n

y
 to

 ta
k

e th
a
t lea

d
 

an
d

, tw
o, w

h
eth

er you
 w

ou
ld

 agree w
ith

 D
efen

se S
ecretary M

c-
N

am
ara th

at th
ere are m

an
y legitim

ate p
ressu

res for th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates n
ow

 to b
egin

 to red
u

ce som
e of its forces in

 G
erm

an
y? 
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M
R

. B
A

L
L

: F
irst, so

 far as W
est G

erm
an

y
 is co

n
cern

ed
, it h

as 
b
een

 p
lay

in
g
 a v

ery
 im

p
o
rtan

t ro
le in

 E
u
ro

p
e. It h

as b
een

 p
lay

in
g
 

a v
ery

 im
p

o
rtan

t ro
le in

 th
e u

n
itin

g
 o

f E
u

ro
p

e, th
e creatio

n
 o

f 
th

e E
u
ro

p
ean

 co
m

m
u
n
ities. It h

as b
een

 d
o
in

g
 w

h
at it co

u
ld

 slo
w

-
ly

 to
 in

c
re

a
se

 th
e
 re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
s b

e
tw

e
e
n

 E
a
st a

n
d

 W
e
st th

a
t 

m
ig

h
t lay

 th
e b

asis fo
r an

 u
ltim

ate reu
n

ificatio
n

, b
u

t th
is is a 

slow
 process. 

O
n
 th

e
 se

c
o
n
d
 q

u
e
stio

n
 th

a
t y

o
u
 a

sk
e
d
 w

ith
 re

g
a
rd

 to
 th

e
 

m
ain

ten
an

ce o
f A

m
erican

 F
o
rces in

 E
u
ro

p
e, S

ecretary
 M

cN
a-

m
ara h

as m
ad

e clear, as th
e P

resid
en

t an
d

 S
ecretary

 R
u

sk
 h

av
e 

rep
eated

ly
, th

at w
e sh

all k
eep

 o
u
r fo

rces in
 W

estern
 E

u
ro

p
e as 

lo
n

g
 as th

ey
 are w

an
ted

 an
d

 n
eed

ed
. 

M
R

. L
IS

A
G

O
R

: B
u

t if th
ere are legitim

ate p
ressu

res for re-
d

u
cin

g th
em

, w
h

y d
on

't w
e red

u
ce th

em
? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I rep
eat th

at w
e w

ill k
eep

 th
em

 th
ere as lo

n
g
 as 

th
ey

 are n
eed

ed
 an

d
 w

an
ted

. T
h

is is a m
ilitary

 ju
d

g
m

en
t an

d
 a 

p
o

litical ju
d

g
m

en
t. 

M
R

. L
IS

A
G

O
R

: B
u

t I am
 n

ot talk
in

g ab
ou

t w
ith

d
raw

in
g th

em
, 

M
r. B

all; I am
 sim

p
ly talk

in
g ab

ou
t red

u
cin

g th
em

 so as to im
-

p
ro

v
e o

u
r b

a
la

n
ce o

f p
a

y
m

en
ts situ

a
tio

n
 a

n
d

 a
ll o

f th
e o

th
er 

reason
s w

h
ich

 M
r. M

cN
am

ara gave for ou
r red

u
cin

g th
em

. 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: O

u
r first o

b
jectiv

e is n
ecessarily

 to
 m

ain
tain

 an
 

effectiv
e d

efen
se o

f th
e W

est. T
h

is d
efen

se o
f th

e W
est is to

 so
m

e 
ex

ten
t d

eterm
in

ed
 b

y
 th

e fo
rces th

at are p
o
sed

 ag
ain

st th
e W

est 
O

n
 th

e E
astern

, th
e S

o
v

iet sid
e, th

ere are still v
ery

 su
b

stan
tial 

fo
rces p

o
sed

 ag
ain

st th
e W

est. T
o

 th
e ex

ten
t th

at th
o

se fo
rces 

m
ay

 b
e red

u
ced

, th
en

 so
m

e d
ecisio

n
 can

 o
v
er tim

e b
e tak

en
 in

 
N

A
T

O
, w

h
ich

 m
ig

h
t lo

o
k

 to
w

ard
 a red

u
ctio

n
 o

f w
estern

 fo
rces, 

b
u

t w
e h

av
e to

 b
e v

ery
 carefu

l w
h

en
 w

e talk
 ab

o
u

t eq
u

ilib
riu

m
 in

 
th

ese m
atters b

ecau
se th

ere is a g
reat d

ifferen
ce b

etw
een

 p
u

llin
g

 
fo

rces a few
 m

iles b
ack

 fro
m

 E
ast G

erm
an

y
, say

, in
to

 th
e S

o
v

iet 
U

n
io

n
, an

d
 p

u
llin

g
 th

em
 b

ack
 acro

ss an
 o

cean
. 

M
R

. G
E

Y
E

L
IN

: M
r. S

ecretary, th
ere w

ere a lot of d
ire w

arn
-

in
gs b

efore P
resid

en
t d

e G
au

lle w
en

t to M
oscow

 on
 h

is cu
rren

t 
trip

, an
d

 it seem
s th

at actu
ally h

e h
asn

't d
on

e a great d
eal w

h
ich

 
w

ou
ld

 h
u

rt th
e W

estern
 A

llian
ce or d

on
e a great d

eal to create 
an

y n
ew

 realign
m

en
t. 

L
eavin

g asid
e th

e p
h

ysical d
am

age h
e h

as d
on

e to N
A

T
O

 as a 
m

ilitary in
stru

m
en

t an
d

 an
 organ

ization
, aren

't d
e G

au
lle an

d
 

P
resid

en
t Joh

n
son

 on
 th

e sam
e w

ave len
gth

 on
 th

e b
asic ob

jective 
in

 E
u

rop
e as a w

h
ole? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I th
in

k
 first so

 far as P
resid

en
t d

e G
au

lle's trip
 

is co
n
cern

ed
, it is still in

 p
ro

g
ress. T

h
ere h

as b
een

 n
o
 fin

al co
m

-
m

u
n
iq

u
e. I th

in
k
 u

n
til th

e trip
 is o

v
er it w

ill b
e v

ery
 d

ifficu
lt to

 
m

ak
e a p

ro
p
er assessm

en
t o

f it, so
 I'd

 p
refer n

o
t to

 co
m

m
en

t o
n
 

th
e trip

, b
ecau

se w
e really

 d
o
n
't k

n
o
w

 th
e fu

ll ex
ten

t o
f w

h
at 

G
en

eral d
e G

au
lle m

ay
 h

av
e su

cceed
ed

 in
 acco

m
p

lish
in

g
 d

u
rin

g
 

h
is v

isit th
ere. 

I th
in

k
 certain

ly
 so

 far as P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
so

n
 an

d
 P

resid
en

t 

6  

d
e G

au
lle are co

n
cern

ed
, th

ey
 are b

o
th

 d
eterm

in
ed

 to
 m

ain
tain

 
p
eace in

 th
e w

o
rld

. I th
in

k
 th

ere m
ay

 b
e so

m
e d

ifferen
ces, h

o
w

-
ev

er, an
d

 im
p

o
rtan

t d
ifferen

ces, in
 th

eir co
n

cep
t o

f th
e m

o
st 

effectiv
e w

ay
 to

 g
o
 ab

o
u
t th

is. 
M

R
. G

E
Y

E
L

IN
: D

o you
 th

in
k

 it w
ou

ld
 b

e u
sefu

l for th
em

 to 
m

eet fairly soon
? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: O
h

, I th
in

k
 it is alw

ay
s h

elp
fu

l to
 h

av
e co

n
tacts at 

th
e to

p
 lev

els b
etw

een
 th

e ch
iefs o

f g
o

v
ern

m
en

t an
d

 o
f state, o

f 
m

ajo
r p

o
w

ers, an
d

 I am
 su

re th
is w

ill tak
e p

lace, b
u

t let's n
o

t 
fo

rg
et th

ere is co
n

stan
t co

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 b
etw

een
 o

u
rselv

es an
d

 
th

e F
ren

ch
 G

o
v

ern
m

en
t. T

h
ere is n

o
 failu

re o
f co

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 
h
ere. 
M

R
. G

E
Y

E
L

IN
: E

v
en

 so
, a

 m
eetin

g
 b

etw
een

 th
e tw

o
, y

o
u

 
th

in
k

, w
ou

ld
 b

e h
elp

fu
l? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I th
in

k
 th

at each
 h

as rep
eated

ly
 said

 th
at it w

o
u
ld

 
b

e h
elp

fu
l at so

m
e p

o
in

t. 
M

R
. G

E
Y

E
L

IN
: D

o you
 see it com

in
g on

 an
y p

articu
lar d

ate? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: N

o
 sp

ecific p
lan

 fo
r it. 

M
R

. R
O

B
E

R
T

S
: M

r. S
ecretary, cou

ld
 I p

u
t th

e q
u

estion
 th

at 
th

at M
r. L

isagor ask
ed

 you
 ab

ou
t troop

s in
 su

b
stan

tially th
e w

ay 
it w

as p
u

t to S
ecretary M

cN
am

ara in
 th

e S
en

ate? H
e w

as ask
ed

, 
as I recall, if th

e S
oviet U

n
ion

 took
 som

e of its 20 d
ivision

s ou
t 

of E
ast G

erm
an

y, w
ou

ld
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates b
e p

rep
ared

 to lessen
 

its p
resen

ce in
 E

u
rop

e? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: I th

o
u
g
h
t I h

ad
 an

sw
ered

 th
at q

u
estio

n
. W

h
at I 

said
 w

as th
at o

b
v

io
u

sly
 th

e w
estern

 d
efen

se tak
es in

to
 acco

u
n

t 
th

e fo
rce th

at is p
o
sed

 ag
ain

st it, an
d
 if th

ere w
ere a w

ith
d
raw

al 
o

f S
o

v
iet tro

o
p

s fro
m

 E
astern

 E
u

ro
p

e, th
en

 th
is w

o
u

ld
 b

e a m
at-

ter fo
r N

A
T

O
 to

 tak
e a h

ard
 lo

o
k
 at an

d
 d

eterm
in

e th
e ex

ten
t 

to
 w

h
ich

 th
ere m

ig
h

t b
e so

m
e read

ju
stm

en
ts o

f th
e fo

rces o
n

 th
e 

W
estern

 sid
e. 

M
R

. R
O

B
E

R
T

S
: W

h
en

 you
 look

 d
ow

n
 th

e lon
g road

—
as you

 
m

u
st in

 th
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t—
ab

ou
t th

e p
rob

lem
 of E

u
rop

e, 
can

 you
 con

ceive of G
erm

an
y b

ein
g reu

n
ified

 b
y som

e sch
em

e—
p

erh
ap

s a con
fed

eration
 at som

e p
oin

t—
in

 su
ch

 a w
ay th

at w
e 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e w

illin
g

 to
 a

ccep
t G

erm
a

n
y

 lea
v

in
g

 N
A

T
O

, a
n

d
, o

f 
cou

rse, n
ot b

ein
g in

 th
e W

arsaw
 P

act eith
er? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I d
o

n
't th

in
k

 it is v
ery

 u
sefu

l to
 sp

ecu
late o

n
 p

o
s-

sib
ilities w

h
ich

 h
av

e n
o

 p
resen

t p
o

ssib
ility

 o
f realizatio

n
. I th

in
k

 
th

at G
erm

an
y

 w
ill u

ltim
ately

 b
e reu

n
ified

. I th
in

k
 it is essen

tial 
to

 th
e lo

n
g
-ran

g
e stab

ility
 o

f th
e W

est th
at th

is o
ccu

r. T
h
e ex

act 
fo

rm
 it w

ill tak
e is so

m
eth

in
g

 w
h

ich
 I th

in
k

 is p
rem

atu
re to

 
sp

ecu
late o

n
. 

M
R

. R
O

B
E

R
T

S
: Y

ou
 are sayin

g th
en

 th
at th

e A
m

erican
 read

-
in

g of S
oviet p

olicy is th
at it is frozen

, th
ere is n

o m
ovem

en
t, n

o 
sign

 of, n
o sign

 of—
 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I see v
ery

 little m
o
v
em

en
t o

n
 th

e S
o
v
iet sid

e, M
r. 

R
o
b
erts. I see n

o
 reaso

n
 fo

r th
in

k
in

g
 th

e S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
 is an

y
 

m
o
re w

illin
g
 to

 co
n
tem

p
late reu

n
ificatio

n
 th

an
 it w

as, b
u
t I d

o
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think that over tim
e the establishm

ent of m
ore effective relations 

b
etw

een
 E

ast an
d

 W
est q

u
ietly

 in
 a v

ariety
 o

f w
ay

s, an
d

 in
 

hundreds of different w
ays, can have an effect on the total situa-

tion. 
M

R
. R

O
B

E
R

T
S

: T
hat w

ould be the lim
it of w

estern initiative 
at th

is p
o
in

t in
 y

o
u
r v

iew
? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: T
h
at p

articu
lar in

itiativ
e tak

es m
an

y
 fo

rm
s. W

e 
o

u
rselv

es are try
in

g
 to

 im
p

ro
v

e o
u

r relatio
n

s w
ith

 th
e S

o
v

iet 
U

n
io

n
. T

h
is is th

e m
ean

in
g
 o

f th
e E

ast-W
est T

rad
e B

ill, fo
r ex

-
am

p
le, o

f th
e C

o
n
su

lar C
o
n
v
en

tio
n
, o

f m
an

y
 th

in
g
s w

h
ich

 are 
presently pending. 

M
R

. S
P

IV
A

K
: M

r. S
ecretary

, G
en

eral d
e G

au
lle seem

s co
n
-

v
in

ced
 th

at th
ere is n

o
 d

an
g

er o
f an

 E
ast-W

est w
ar in

 E
u

ro
p

e 
n
o
w

. A
re y

o
u
 co

n
v
in

ced
 o

f th
at? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I d
o

n
't see th

e p
ro

sp
ects o

f an
 im

m
ed

iate E
ast-

W
est w

ar, b
u
t I th

in
k
 th

at w
h
en

 w
e ap

p
raise w

h
at th

e d
an

g
ers 

m
ay

 b
e to

 th
e W

est, w
e h

av
e to

 rem
em

b
er th

at it w
as o

n
ly

 th
ree 

an
d

 a h
alf y

ears ag
o

 w
e w

ere faced
 w

ith
 a m

issile crisis. It w
as 

o
n
ly

 fiv
e y

ears ag
o
 th

at w
e w

ere faced
 w

ith
 th

e co
n
flict o

v
er 

B
erlin

, th
e B

erlin
 crisis, an

d
 I w

o
u
ld

n
't ru

le o
u
t at all th

e p
o
ssi-

bility that w
e can get another m

om
ent of great tension w

here the 
propsects of w

ar m
ight be real. I certainly hope this w

on't occur, 
b

u
t I d

o
n

't th
in

k
 th

at a p
ru

d
en

t g
o

v
ern

m
en

t ru
les o

u
t th

is p
o

s-
sibility. 

M
R

. S
P

IV
A

K
: F

ran
ce is g

o
in

g
 to

 w
ith

d
raw

 h
er tro

o
p

s in
 th

e 
next few

 days. H
ow

 seriously does that w
eaken N

A
T

O
? 

M
R

, B
A

L
L

: C
ertain

ly
 N

A
T

O
 h

as b
een

 w
eak

en
ed

 b
y
 th

e d
e-

cisio
n

s o
f th

e F
ren

ch
 g

o
v

ern
m

en
t w

ith
 reg

ard
 to

 h
er p

articip
a-

tion in N
A

T
O

. 
M

R
. H

A
R

S
C

H
: T

o go back to w
hat you w

ere discussing w
ith 

M
r. R

o
b

erts a m
o

m
en

t ag
o

, th
e m

atter o
f recip

ro
cal tro

o
p

 w
ith

-
d
raw

als, is it n
o
t a fact th

at w
e h

av
e su

b
stan

tially
 d

raw
n
 d

o
w

n
 

th
e n

u
m

b
ers o

f o
u
r rto

o
p
s in

 G
erm

an
y
—

n
o
t in

 term
s o

f u
n
its, 

b
u

t in
 term

s o
f m

an
p

o
w

er in
 u

n
its, so

 th
at if th

ere w
ere to

 b
e 

any reciprocity, w
e w

ould look to the R
ussians now

 to take som
e 

tro
o

p
s o

u
t, rath

er th
an

 talk
 in

 term
s o

f w
h

at w
e m

ig
h

t d
o

 if 
they did so? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: W
e h

av
en

't su
b

stan
tially

 d
raw

n
 d

o
w

n
 o

u
r tro

o
p

s 
in G

erm
any, M

r. H
arsch. T

here have been som
e redeploym

ents. 
T

here have been som
e transfers. T

his is perfectly norm
al. T

here 
h

as b
een

 n
o

 w
eak

en
in

g
 o

f th
e fig

h
tin

g
 p

o
w

er o
f th

e A
m

erican
 

forces in G
erm

any. C
ertainly as I said a m

om
ent ago, w

e intend 
to

 m
ain

tain
 o

u
r tro

o
p
s th

ere as lo
n
g
 as th

ey
 are n

eed
ed

, an
d
 as 

long as they are needed w
ill of course depend to som

e extent on 
w

h
at th

e fo
rces are th

at are p
o

sed
 ag

ain
st th

em
. 

M
R

. L
IS

A
 G

O
R

 : M
r. B

all, I'd like to ask you a som
ew

hat per-
sonal question. N

ow
 that you are going to be leaving the A

dm
ini-

stratio
n
 so

o
n
, d

o
 y

o
u
 th

in
k
 it is tired

 (a), an
d
 (b

), d
o
 y

o
u
 th

in
k
 

officials such as yourself and perhaps som
e of the other C

abinet  

h
ead

s m
igh

t u
sefu

lly go on
 to oth

er p
astu

res after fiv
e o

r six
 

y
ears in

 th
ese very h

ard
 job

s? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: F

irst o
f all [as to

] w
h
eth

er th
e A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 is 

tired
, I w

o
u
ld

 say
 th

e A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 is n

o
t at all tired

. A
s fo

r 
m

y
self b

ein
g

 tired
, I am

 certain
ly

 n
o

t tired
 in

 su
ch

 stim
u

latin
g

 
com

pany as I find m
yself in at the m

om
ent. 

M
R

. S
P

IV
A

K
: W

h
y th

en
 are you

 leavin
g, M

r. B
all? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I have personal reasons w
hy. A

fter five and a half 
y

ears I m
u

st retu
rn

 to
 p

riv
ate life at so

m
e p

o
in

t. I h
av

e n
o

 sp
e-

cific plans or a specific date for leaving, but I do expect to go back 
to

 p
riv

ate life at so
m

e p
o
in

t in
 th

e fu
tu

re. 
M

R
. S

P
IV

A
K

: W
e h

ave less th
an

 tw
o m

inutes. 
M

R
. G

E
Y

E
L

IN
: M

r. S
ecretary, if w

e can
't q

u
ite con

sign
 you

 
to th

e ran
k

 of eld
er statesm

an
, you

 h
ave b

een
 in

 office n
ow

 for 
five years, an

d
 you

 are old
er an

d
 p

resu
m

ab
ly w

iser in
 th

e w
ays 

of foreign policy-m
aking. 

W
h

at w
ou

ld
 you

 say if you
 h

ad
 to very q

u
ick

ly su
m

 u
p

 th
e 

strik
in

g gain
s or losses over th

at five-year p
eriod

? 
M

R
. B

A
L

L
: T

here have been very m
any gains. T

he A
lliance 

for P
rogress and the im

provem
ent in the total situation in L

atin 
A

m
erica. T

he partial, lim
ited T

est B
an T

reaty, w
hich has m

arked 
an

 ap
p
ro

ach
 to

 th
e so

lu
tio

n
 o

f a v
ery

 d
ifficu

lt an
d
 in

tractab
le 

p
ro

b
lem

. T
h
e im

p
ro

v
em

en
t in

 th
e relatio

n
s b

etw
een

 E
ast an

d
 

W
est, w

hich stem
, I think, from

 the firm
ness that w

as show
n in 

the B
erlin crisis and later in the C

uban m
issile crisis. T

he efforts 
th

at w
e h

av
e m

ad
e w

ith
 co

n
sid

erab
le su

ccess to
 im

p
ro

v
e th

e 
standard of living of peoples around the w

orld, and the fact that 
som

e of these great countries are now
 m

oving tow
ard positions 

of self-sufficiency. T
hese are m

ajor gains. 
If y

o
u

 ask
 m

e fo
r d

isap
p

o
in

tm
en

ts, th
ere h

av
e b

een
 a few

. I 
think that one of the principal disappointm

ents has been the con-
tinued belligerence of the A

sian C
om

m
unist leaders, w

hich has 
been responsible for bringing about such difficulties as the w

ar 
in S

outh V
ietnam

. A
nd another I w

ould say has been the failure 
of E

urope to m
ove tow

ard an expansion of the com
m

unities and 
o
f g

reater u
n
ity

 w
h
ich

 stem
 fro

m
 th

e d
ecisio

n
s in

 Jan
u
ary

 o
f 

1963. 
M

R
. R

O
B

E
R

T
S

: M
r. S

ecretary, on
 V

ietn
am

, d
oes w

h
at you

 
h

ave said
 com

e d
ow

n
 to th

is, th
at th

e on
ly w

ay to en
d

 th
is w

ar, 
given the attitude in H

anoi, is to just pour it on and pour on in a 
m

ilitary m
anner? 

M
R

. B
A

L
L

: I th
in

k
 th

at th
e m

ilitary
 effo

rts are p
art o

f th
e 

solution. A
t the sam

e tim
e w

e m
ust assist the V

ietnam
ese people 

in m
oving tow

ard the establishm
ent of a solid political base. T

hey 
are in

 p
ro

cess o
f d

o
in

g
 it, an

d
 th

ey
 m

u
st im

p
ro

v
e it to

 im
p
ro

v
e 

their econom
ic situation. 

M
R

. SP
IV

A
K

: I am
 so

rry
 to

 in
terru

p
t, b

u
t o

u
r tim

e is u
p

. 
T

h
an

k
 y

o
u

, S
ecretary

 B
all, fo

r b
ein

g
 w

ith
 u

s to
d

ay
 o

n
 M

E
E

T
 

T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
S

. 
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