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Nikita Khrushchev greets President John F. Kennedy in Vienna during June 
1961, conference as Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko looks on smiling. 
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Boston President John F. Kennedy felt outm neuver d by Sovi-
et Premier Nikita Khrushchev during the Cuba missile crisis and 
his generals were pushing for war, according to newly declassified 
White House tape recordings. 

Kennedy worried that Khrushchev's offer to remove Soviet mis-
siles from Cuba if the United States removed its nuclear missiles 
from Turkey seemed so reasonable that it would turn world public 
opinion to the Soviet side. 

"If we don't take it, we're going to be blamed, and if we do take it, 
we're going to be blamed," the president complained in tapes re-
leased Thursday by the National Archives. 

His military leaders had a different view. 
"We don't have any choice but military action," Air Force Chief of 

Staff Gen. Curtis LeMay insisted Oct. 19, three days before the pub-
lic knew about the crisis. 

In the end, Kennedy accepted the deal, though he managed to keep 
it a secret. 

The glimpie of the Oval Office during the 1962 standoff was con-
tained in 15 hours of tapes from the Kennedy White House. 

Much of the material has been recounted in the writings of particil 
pants, but the tapes illustrate the tension of the times that had many 
Americans believing nuclear war was imminent between the Soviets 
and the United States. 

Kennedy revealed to America on Oct. 22, 1962, that the Soviets 
had secretly ,installed offensive nuclear missiles in Cuba. Kennedy 
had demanded the Soviets remove the missiles or face retaliation. 

Six days later Khrushchev agreed to dismantle the missiles, but 
during those few days the nation waited and worried. 

LeMay, like other military leaders, had wanted immediate military 
intervention to destroy Soviet missiles and unfinished silos that had 
been detected by aerial reconnaissance in Cuba. He said blockading 
ships bound for Cuba, as other presidential advisers urged, would 

. lead to war anyway. • 
Several of Kennedy's advisees, foremost among them Defense Sec-

' retary Robert McNamara, also urged an attack. 
The president several times on the tapes broached the issue of 

potential civilian casualties should it come to nuclear war. His aides 
informed him. that 92 million people lived in range of the Cuban 
missiles; but there was room in the fallout shelters for only 40 mil-
lion. 

"We can do the air strike but we still have got to face the fact that 
if we invade, by the time we get to these sites, after a very bloody 
fight, we will have [the missiles] fired at us," Kennedy said. 
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Donal Democratic Party officials stud(' 
and Republican leaders jump for joy. 

"I think President Clinton and a Repu 
lican Congress can work toward a in 
cured growth and change," said Perry, 
Democrat who plans to vote for Preside: 
Bill Clinton and popular Democratic i. 
cumhent Gov. Jim Hunt, but may also ye,  
for Republican Sen. Jesse Helms. "If 
can't have a Democratic 
Congress, I'll take a Demo-
cratic president and a Re-
publican Congress. I don't 
think they had too much of 
a stalemate." 

With Democrats hoping 
that Clinton's lead over Re-: 
publican presidential candi-
date Bob Dole will have 
coattails that will sweep 
them back into control of 
the House and the Senate, 
voters like Perry are what 
the party needs the least: a 
ticket splitter..  

But for Republicans, tick-
et splitters may be their sal-
vation from returning to mi-
nority status. In fact, many 
Republican candidates are 
counting on it. 

With Dole down 22 points 
in the polls and showing no 
sign of catching up, several 
Republican strategists are 
telling their congressional 
candidates to portray them-
selves as a ,safeguard 
against Clinton's second-
term agenda. 

"I think yOu're going to 
see a lot of that at the close 
of the campaign," said Lin-
da DiVall, a Republican po-
litical consultant. "That's 
the strategy point we're get-
ting out to our clients." 

A poll released yesterday 
by the Pew Research Center 
for the People & the Press 
shows that 48 percent of 
likely voters prefer Demo-
cratic congressional candi-
dates while 44 percent said 
they will likely vote Republican. 

But when asked who should control Con • 

gress if Clinton is re-elected, 46 percent 0 
those surveyed said the Republicans, whit. 
42 percent chose the Democrats. Twelv. 
percent were undecided. 

"It's not that they like divided govern. 
• ment," said David King, a Harvard Univer 

sity public policy professor, "it's that the 
fear united government." 

And Republican National Committe(. 
Chairman Haley Barbour tapped into that 
fear earlier this week when he said, "I 
Clinton is re-elected, heaven forbid, th,  
last thing the American people want is fo: 
him to have a blank check in the form of 
liberal Democratic Congress." 

To stress the point; the RNC recently re 
leased a flier that asks "What would LI 
Democratic Congress look like?" and an-
swers "Look left."  

The flier contains pictures of Rep. Rich-
ard Gephardt (D-Mo.), who would be House 


