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Spy planes over Cuba and warships 
in the Gulf of Mexico are the military 
edge to, the Cartel.  administration's ef-
fort to impress both Havana and Mos-
cow • that the United States stands 
ready to combat any offensive threat 
in its back yard, officials said yester-
day. 

The SR71 Blackbird has been flying 
over Cuba for the last several weeks 
trying to photograph the Soviet Mig 
23s recently shipped there in hopes 
the resulting pictures will show 
whether the plane is designed for 
bombing or aerial combat. 

However, even if the photographs 
show the Migs are the type usually 
used for aerial combat rather than 
bombing, sources said, there is no 
guarantee that the planes will not be 
wired. later for _propping nuclear 
weapons. ' 	 Y 

Migs configuied foi bombing, 
rather than air-to-air combat, would 
be considered offentive, rather than 
defensive• weapons. Detente Secretary 
Harold Brown and other administra- 
tion officials have raised the question 
whether such Migs would violate the 
US.-Soviet agreement that ended the 
missile crisis of 1962. 

The lack of intelligence agents in 
Cuba has forced the United States to 
resort to aerial detective work to de-
termine what kind of Migs the Soviets 
sent Cuba recently. 

Although low-level photography is 
usually the best way to obtain - de- 
tailed pictures of specifie objects like 
the Migs, sources said yesterday that 
the cameras on the high-flying 511,71 
are so good that the risk of flying low 
over Cuba probably will not have to 
be taken. 

Cuba shot down a 112 flying low 
during the missile crisis of 1962. 

The SR71 flies at about 100,000 feet 
and, carries a wide array of sensors 
along with cameias. 

The U.S. naval presence off Cuba at 
the moment is the largest force as- 
sembled in the Gulf of Mexico since 
the Cuban missile crisis. A prime ob-
jective is to impress the Moscow with 
the U.S. 'ability to handle any Soviet 
naval threat in those waters. 

Called Gulf Ex79, the naval exercise  

involves 36 warships, two nuclear 
powered submarines and more than 
300 Air Force and Navy aircraft of 15 
different kinds. 

The frequent visits of Soviet war-
ships to Cuba, no the shipment of the 
Migs there, impelled planners to la 
Gate much of the exercise close • to 
Cuba. The Soviet Union currently has 
two guided-missile frigates, a guided-
inissile destroyer, an oiler and a diesel 
submarine visiting Cuba. 

"We wanted to show the Russians 
we could wax them in our own back-
yard," said one official yesterday. 

British ships also are participating 
in the exercise, which began on Wed-
nesday and is scheduled to continue I 
until Dec. 4. 

The official Navy release states that•  
Gulf Ex79 is a "21-day exercise to ini- 
Proye Overail„taslt iorce belle ;Tacit 
nets through extensive training in the 
major mission areas Of carrier air 
strikes, dissimilar aerial combat train- 
ing, antiair warfare, antisubmarine . 
warfare and aurface warfare." 
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