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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

How the senator
from South Carslina
succeeds in real estate




From the pulpit of his Lutheran church, whichhas been split by hisad-
vocacy of sex education in the schools, the Reverend John Seil
preaches a sermon on the subject to young people—who make it
clear that whatever the controversy, life goes on in Cedarburg.
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Back home i Swuth € a, Thurmond's
power, if not absolute; is awesome, was bere
that he fiest drew national atention when a5 3
Democratic gover ran for President of
the United States in 1948 as a Disicorat. He re-
turned to the fold fo be clected to the Senate
a5 a Democrar in 1934 and supported Senator
Lyndon B. Johnson for the Democrate pres-
idential pomination in 196, but sar out the
subsequent Kennedy-Nizon race. He became
a Republican ro campaign for Barry Goldwa-
ter in 1964, and four vears later held six states
of the Seuth for Mixon. (It is noteworthy thas
ane of his farewell acts before bolting the Den-
pcratic party was 1o omshicker the old polit-
Johason, maneuvers
appointment of his former law part-
Simons Ir., o the federal

nnr

His home state press ranges from uncritical
1o adulat NMost of his constityents e re-
Tuctant to believe Strom Thurmond capable
cutting & single cthical comer—or, believ-
g, most refuctant o ik about it.
there has been talk ab
tarte venture in Atkes County, near the Geor-
gia border, 10 which Sesator P hurmond and
his old Aiken law associate, Federal Judge
Charlic Simons. are partaers, The talk con-
e a transaction between the Tharmond-Si
mons pactnership and the South Caroli
Highway Depariment ch resulted in
whopping profit for the sei and the jud
There wus no publicity concerning the d
which wi ugh more than a year ago
Public rec

i @ real o5

al,

& of it @re hand (o come
sttainable for one 1 or anather, and were
in one instance mysieriously missing from

codirt files for & ime,

Y, Of U

Everything that
is Southern these days
is cleared with Strom

The facts, as devel 's ivestigi
are straightforward enough, What they add up
t Senator Thurmond and Judge Si-
ons veceived from i e
ment more money for ther land than any
hboring owners of similar property re-
coived, more money than the fand was worth

1,

an iheir own-—in
n they wouid have
reecived had they not been U5, Senator Thur-
nond and Federal Judge Simons.

The Thurmond-Simons tract comsists of

nd, mostly
they had
age of $14.35 an acre, beg
purchase in 1953, Aside from
arvest of some timber, the tied bad snce
remained wlle and eaproductive.

In 1966, the highaay department began con-
demmation proceedings in Aiken County for
right-atewiy for the projected [nterstate High-

way 20, which hisects the state from the aord-
o Augusta, Ga.m the wowmh. Incladed
wis a th.04-acre strip through the Thurmond-
Simons tract, Condemmution ales in thit vi-
cimity broaght an averigs of around S200 per
aere to the lndowners, 4 price genersl!
ceded 1o be fair

Senator Thurmond ied Judge Simons, on
the other hand, got $492 an scre. And their re-
maining property, bisected for nearly a mile
by Interstate 20, should now be worth even
more, Af averpass connects the two shles, and
the stile is paving, a1 a cost of $26,636, about
4 mile-and-a~quarter strip of rosd ruaning
through Thurmond-Simons knd.

it
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How did this favorable result come to pass?

At the ouser of condemnation proceedings
for the tight-of-way. the state hired three m-
dependent appraisers. Two of these were mas-
Ter AppranErs, widely known and respected
throughout the Southeast. The third was a
real estate sgent from Aiken County. All three
agreed that the owners of the Thurmend-Si-
mous tract had been puning their property o
highess and best use—ie., growing trees
The highest of the theee sppraisals, includng
damages and standing timber, was 5192
an acre. The fowest was $130,

Aithough Thurmand's fame was repeatedly
invoked duning the right-of-way proceedings,
the senator himsell remumed prevy much @
the background, leaving most of the negoti-
ating to Federal Judge Simons. The judge 15 a
Farmiliar and respectad figure around the s,
\lthough his base eourt is Charleston, where
he has & residence. his home & in Adkea and
he and the three other South Carolina federal
district judges sit in the varnous courts around

lamd

o of

the state. A large-honed bespectacied o

51, Be exudes fitness and cnergy. When he

wp the semator’s mame in husiness dealings,

ses w0 with authority, for he carties the
[hurmond proxy

ludge Simons at first offered to give the 60
L ]

sz for the place-
ot where the

acres to-the state in exch
mzn of an mierchange at i
1 read thiough ther property coossed the In-
terstate right-of- This the state refuced:
werchange wus secded there. There 1
S. 1 five 1o the west of the

ator advanced the position that their noreage
was 4 prime industrul site, made suitable for

heavy wel industry by the presence of

row South Fork of the Edisto River and
Lnown at various rimes of the
a5 MeTier Creek or Mc Tier Gully.
support thetr adgme Thurenond and
Sirons produced three experts of thew owi.
» One of these was Buck Mukel, preswent of
the Da Construcrion Company of Green-
ville, 5.C. The company™s founder, the late
Charles E. Danrel, had reagned his interim ap-
pointment s US. senatodr so that his good
friend Strom Thurmond could claim senionity
ameng the nine freshmen in the Senate “class
of 34"

» Anotherwasa clise personal fricod of Judge




in South Caralina,
Judge Simons carries
the senator’s proxy
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CONTHED
but the oddy certainly would be better For: liir’—'
defendants than the state.”
 Powell estimated that a jury verdict conbd -
timately award Thurmond and Simons as
much s $E20,000. sccordingly, he wiote, he
felt very fortunate 10 have obtained the agree-
ment of the defendants (o 4 serdement of $50,-
00 for the 66 acres—muore than $750 an acre,
or $300 an acre more than the evalvation of
Thurmend's and Simons” ownexperts. Forthis
atlvice and connected services, the stute paid
Powell a fec of 85000
Convibeed of the awhwardness of s ~ina-
tion, the highway department theesppi
sought the approval of the U S, Bursug of
Raoads for the $50,000 setrlemens. The bureau,
which pays 907, of the cost of intarstate high-
ways, flatly refsed.
Whtk all thix was maing on, the swners of
i 10 the Th LSAtens
frier wese being otfered and were accer

Hawta nppnse’afnmdmianffae

The sonunation of Judge Clement F.
Havmoﬂh Ji. te the Supreme Court,
ﬂtooﬂ& billed av & Thurmond *‘defiar,”
affers, in fact, a fascinating example of
Thurmond’s power and his ability, witk
the help of White House Aide Harry
Dene, 1o mask his moves while gettimg ex-
aajy what bie wants.

amd i 2 Democras 3s well, The twe dee
aat fremmdn, Judge Hayasworth, on she
weher oy witile befng tw sontinee of
‘Hollings, 15 2 ciose porsonal friend of
Thurmond’s and boited with hins 1o the
Hepublican. party, supporting Goidva-
erin 1964 and Nixow in B8,
‘Firummn!'s advocacy o Baseil s

h. whose imation i
scheduled for Senate consideration thit
week, was recommented kst May by Er-
nest F. Hallings, the junior senator from
Couth Caroling, 3 Democral. Seme
weeks Jater, Senstor Th d pro-

1 sonsidersd by Mol kooaing
obkeriers ds 4 phire lsint Haynswonh,
having Been proposed by & Democratis
senater and sepposecty Tackang T
miond’s Bhesing, (s Became MOt ac=
blz to the Demooratc Senale Mas

posed inatead another hame-state federal
judge, Donald S. Russell,

To the uninitated, it might have ap-
pmmi that the-senators hud got their
miixed. Thurmend's aom-

$200 an acre for condemned: right-of-wiay. A
Negro family whose fand lay immediately to
the east of the Thurmond-Simons property was
in fact wid by a highway department repro-
sentative they fhad wa choice but to take the

inee. & former governor and wnator, i
smuch | more moderate than Thurmond

jority and 1o Republivan moderaics. And
Richard Mixon coull make another
South Carolina appotmment without
appesring t be obliging Sirow Thar
mond. The sengior; fis Town® candi=
date now forgotten, Bas made i Char
that he i delightsl wath the msnin

SHK. Across the river to the west, 2 fongek
Atken resident and landownee wow SI0F 2n
acre for His river frontage witich Wak very din-
ilar to the Thurmead-Simons property. He
told Lire he felt be gor a Gair price. He oher-
seterizest the South Edie ot thar point us
swamp . Toappowe fiic bottom L]
wotthl grow = big tree i vou waiiad 3 hunsired
vears, To think of it ws indusria propeity .
rather far-fetched,”

Adfucems to this man’s land on the west 4
kgore tracy Betongiaz re the Camal Wead
Corporation. ore of tha lurses landawers is

Elark Corp This property, mitch more
suituble for industry hecause it 1s burdered by
two state highways, brought Judpge Simons
5103.32 an acre.}

About five days before the condemnation
case was scheduled o go o trial, settfement
was reached calling for $492 an dcre, oF & e
{fal of $32,300, A perfonctory trial was Geid, at
which Judge Simons briefly testified. and et
thie jury was directsd to bring in 3 verdict in
fine with the setilement reached between the
state and the landowners,

A General MeLeod and his gssinant

South Caroftag, was cut in two and destroyed
for any practical compam use Wy the nghi-of-
way. The award in this instanes, for right-of-
way and damages, v 3250 an acre. An of-
ficer of the firm toid e Be was well aware
shiat is most Seaveegs aeighbors had recoived
sigkntsatially more, and philosophically ob-
served of Thurmont: U HSs 2 meted win'the?”

‘This state has heen
thurmendized as
well as simonized"

Ve ate’s upprabrs wers wailed Bpon again
this time for deposiions by e oelonses They
caid thie site was in a0 way sarable 29 indus-
rrial property. e et or fact, they added,

this lang would be ernungmd vtk the advent
o the mew itighway, '

4 3Tr kel Waler redds was pres
gared do Lt thar the Thummond Simons
property was wdsnitabie for b wer e
try. Morg than adessexperts on ndustriallos
cation requiverments had refused 10163y on
learaing the wlantities of the gefendants,

A little riore than s year before this fami
wais comdenined, fikiee Simons, also on the ud-
vice ol Beer distrtbaion Verenes, sold 480 acres.
toumied o miles dosatriver, 1o Ui Bt

who handled the case, J. €. Coleman, do not
deny thae the state paid considerably more
than the property #as worth. [n 4n interview
with Lire they voied no doubt thar the i
rdtﬁmmdmwmmlluwm
that the jury would ''go haywire.” In other
wards, you don’t fight Strom Thurmond and
Charles Simons in South Caroling, particularly
Aiken County.

* Assessing everything as well as we could,

we felt SI2.500 was the best setthoment we

could make.” they biuntly concrded.

When Life reporters went over the Flhior-
vrond-Simons tract with an independent reak
ty appraiser, be commented glumby o Be
Touked over a stand of strub Gmber, “This
land is mainiy good just for holding the earth
together. ™ Agother appraiser, on jcching
what the senator snd the judge had reserd
for the fand, allowed *this state fus beent
thurmondized as welléas shnonfaed ™

The Aiken County piobit-of-way settlement was
as tightly kept as a family ndbscretion. Theen-
tire case file, which is legally & public doca-
iment, ar one point disappeared from the Aiken
County clerk’s office in direct vigiation of the
law, and no one seemed 1o know where it had
pong. When a Liw reporter returned u few
days Fater, the file was back where it befenged

but Judge Fulme K. ('Bubia) Ses of the
State Court of Common Fleis Falised (9 pro-
vide & copy of the transceipt of Sudge Simoms
restimony at the trinl: i, too, was part of the
public record hut not i the file, (It wis cvene
tisdlv ehained theaueh Siersention of the at-
ooy Mmf saffiea s 1 am ot imterested
in selling copas of Lk magpazine,” sl Tudge
Negsi a good friend of Simone. zad b odded
et B distiked “ouisidets” km; TPans<Tiply
id GUoving ham “out of contest,”

There is greatet public awaraness in Seueh Uar-
oliva of 3 more recent real estate matier in-
volving Semttor Thurmond, This one concerts
ticee lots the sevator purchased on the bank
of the Saluda River overlooking Columbia
Suddenly these tots appear 1o He smack m ke
path of a bridpe, which was garlier supposed
16 go somewhere else.

tm 1964, South Caralina and the federal gov-
ernpment coppastively Riredd 1 frasporianot
phemmag fivm o undertake o study of trallic
neads for the Greater ©olunvirs avea. 1he re-
pets, sade pubis: in 1966, cecommminied that
an existing bridge seross the river berwces Co-
lumbin and West Columivg Do I.ulhfﬂLl' T
CATTY GNe-way tradfic inse Fhe sRia G
a paratlel span be constricned immediiely ape
styream o andie curhoand irafie.

& yede later, SRR 1, {967,
way department, this boe withouticderad par-
‘tpetpeiticn, and e reasons a< et obicue, red
anoster enasulting lirm to review cortain as-
et uf (he merier study.

The fofowimg February, Senater Thur-
tmond, for SO pusihised Tis river i,
s distance upsirenin from the ste of the
propossd Brhdga Fo the pas, the hot hive s
vew af the sEpe peniientiary and an iawdnse
priml wren 17 the capial. as wetl 2s of sme s-
liutis merVERing.

Subweguenddy the second camuling o

came {brough with a secommendstion fOr &
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