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K
ennedy assassination leads 

m
ay h

ave b
een

 o
verlo

o
ked

 
S

ab
o

tag
e 

su
sp

ected
 

in
 b

lacko
u

t 
L

os A
ngeles T

im
es 

SA
N

 F
R

A
N

C
ISC

O
 —

, A
 

m
a
ssiv

e, p
red

a
w

n
 p

o
w

er 
outage that snuffed out lights 
across San F

rancisco T
hurs-

d
a
y
, sn

a
rlin

g
 tra

ffic a
n

d
 

w
reaking havoc on the city's 

m
orn

in
g rou

tin
e, m

ay h
ave 

been the w
ork of saboteurs. 

A
 sp

ok
esm

an
 for P

acific 
G

as &
 E

lectric C
o. said

 th
e 

u
tility called

 in
 th

e F
B

I an
d

 
San F

rancisco police T
hurs-

d
ay aftern

oon
 to d

eterm
in

e 
w

h
y th

ree b
an

k
s of tran

s-
form

ers at a k
ey su

b
station

 
lost p

ow
er at 6:15 a.m

., cu
t-

ting electricity to 120,000 cus-
tom

ers —
 and leaving a third 

of the city dark. 
"

T
h

ey
 a

re trea
tin

g
 th

e 
su

b
station

 as a crim
e scen

e, 
a
n

d
 w

e b
eliev

e th
ere is a

 
strong possibility of tam

per-
ing," said P

G
&

E
 spokesm

an 
B

ill R
oake. 

N
ew

sday 

L
ong-secret testim

ony from
 the 

form
er chief of the Secret Service 

an
d

 on
e of h

is top
 aid

es reveals 
that several reported conspiracies 
to assassinate P

resident K
ennedy 

m
ay n

ot h
ave b

een
 fu

lly in
vesti-, 

gated. 
T

h
e 1978 testim

on
y, ju

st re-
leased by a federal agency, w

as of-
fe

r
e
d

 to
 a

 c
o
n

g
r
e
ssio

n
a
l 

co
m

m
ittee b

y
 J

a
m

es R
o

w
ley

, 
Secret Service chief at the tim

e of 
K

en
n

ed
y
's 1

9
6
3
 m

u
rd

er, a
n

d
 

T
hom

as K
elley, w

ho directed the 
service's investigation.. T

hey said 
the Secret Service began investiga-
tions into various reported assassi-
nation plots, but several days after 
the assassination, P

resident John-
son ordered that the F

B
I conduct 

th
e crim

in
al in

vestigation
. T

h
e 

S
ecret S

ervice con
tin

u
ed

 in
vesti-

gating —
 but only for the purpose 

of uncovering inform
ation needed 

to safeguard people under its pro-
tection —

 and turned its leads on 

A
C

R
O

S
S

 	
• 

THE NATION 
purported conspiracies over'to the 
FB

I. 
R

o
w

ley
 a

n
d

 K
elley

 sa
id

 th
e 

S
ecret S

erv
ice n

ev
er lea

rn
ed

-
w

h
eth

er th
e F

B
I p

u
rsu

ed
 th

ose 
leads to logical conclusions. M

ost 
involved C

ubans of various politi-
cal colorations —

 including F
idel 

C
astro. O

thers involved right-w
ing-

ers and the K
u. K

lux K
lan. A

t least 
one surfaced before the assassina-
tion. 

A
t on

e p
oin

t in
 R

ow
ley's testi-. 

m
ony before the H

ouse Select C
om

-
m

itte
e
 o

n
. A

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
s, 

com
m

ittee cou
n

sel L
eod

is M
at-

thew
s asked about a group of anti-

C
astro C

hicago C
ubans "w

ho m
ay 

have had a connection in the assas-
sin

ation
 of P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y."
 

M
atthew

s noted that a Secret Serv-
ice in

form
an

t h
ad

 rep
orted

 to an
 

agent that one of these C
ubans had 

told him
 before the assassination: 

"
W

e n
ow

 h
ave p

len
ty of m

on
ey, 

and as soon as w
e take care of K

en-
nedy ..." A

n interruption follow
ed. 

R
ow

ley said the investigation had 
been pursued until the Secret Serv-
ice w

as told to turn its inform
ation 

- over to the FB
I. 

"Y
ou do have a recollection of 

you
rself b

ein
g u

n
d

er th
e im

p
res-

sio
n

 th
e S

ecret S
erv

ice w
a

s to
 

cease all in
vestigation

s in
to th

e 
K

en
n

ed
y assassin

ation
?"

 M
at-

thew
s asked. 

"M
y Im

pression w
as that, yes," 

R
ow

ley said. "I know
 definitely the 

ord
er (to tak

e over th
e in

vestiga-
tion) w

as given by the president to 
the F

B
I." 

M
a
tth

ew
s, in

 testim
o
n

y
 re-

leased
 b

y th
e U

.S
. A

ssassin
ation

 
R

ecords R
eview

 B
oard, questioned 

R
ow

ley about other C
uban activ-

ists —
 including a form

er delegate 
to the U

nited N
ations described as 

"a w
ell-know

n terrorist." R
ow

ley 
testified: "F

roth all appearances, it 
w

ould appear that there w
ould be a 

conspiracy." 


