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PlottoKill Ford
Reported to FBI

8AN FRANCISCO, March

15 (AP)—The FBI received

“unsubstantiated  informa-

tion” about a week ago that
a member of a terrorist

group might have been plan-
ning to assassinate Presi-
dent Ford and Ronald
Reéagan, the chief FBI agent
here said today, = . 1
Charles Bates told a news
, conference that the reported
- plot was said to be planned
for the Republican National
Convention in Kansas City
Ain August. -

In Washington, FBI Direc-

tor Clarence M. Kelley said
the matter was continuing
“to-receive intensive investi-
- gative attention.” :

Kelley said “unsubstanﬁ-'

ated - information has . re-

cently been received by the -

FBI that'a member of a ter-
rorist group ‘was possibly
‘planning to attempt assassi-

- nation”. of Mr. Ford and -

"Reagan. Kelley said - all
available information had
been furnished to the Se-
cret Service. . (e

. Bates declined to give any

. details on the source jof the
information, which he said

so far was considered to be -

without substantiation.
“The information did
' come to our attention in San
Francisco and was furnished
to-headquarters,” he said. “I
can't say where it .came
from. We don’t know what
- terrorist group.

‘It [the information] did
not come from documents
‘we.received in any case,”

~ Bates said in answer to a
. question about whether the
.information stemmed from a

raid Feb. 21 on a makeshift.
bomb factory in Richmond, lerground
Caltilg i e - in Northern California,” the

. Six alleged members of «

the mysterious Emiliano Za-
pata Unit were arrested in
_that raid. Five of the six
‘have since been indicted on
explosives charges. Authori-’

ties have said  that they . 1
know little about the Zapata’

group, including its size, '

‘Asked whether the threat
'was considered serious, Se-
cret Service spokesman Ken
Lynch said: “All threats are

serious, if indeed they are .

threats.” ! -

Pressed for further detailg
about the source of the
threat, Bates said, “I can'’t
tell you . . . We don’t know
who. I don’t know whether

.thé&n one member.” -

it was oneé member or more.

Asked whether it was one -

member or more
member.” -
- Asked whether the infor-
mation had come by tele-:
phone, he replied, “I :can’t
say." : ! .

than one

contenders for the Republi-
‘can presidential nomination,
lo'be made at the Kansas

Mr. Ford and Reagan are . |

City convention, which gets -

under way on Aug. 16, © .

. The Chicago Tribune said
in a story from San Fran-
eisco that Justice Depart-
ment sources said the plot
involved a commando-style
assassination team of per-

sons fromthe San Francisco

Bay area. The newspaper
said it was informed that

the plot was discovered -

while it still was in its early
Planning stage,

.The Justice Dep'aftmetit

learned of the plot from an

informant who was “a part’

'of the violent underground



Tribune said. It said its |

‘FBI's Charles Bates tells of

.

i1

“unslilbstanl_;iat;a_d

sources believe “the plan ap- |
-parently was being designed .

‘to throw the coni{ehtiiin into
“‘complete chaos.” .- -

\. s > | Associated Bress
information” on terrorist plot. -



