Confidemtial

To Jim Carrison Trom Marold Weisberg 4/18/68

"Kerry 'fhornley

Because your Thornley file sesmed to Ye incomplete, after my return

last month I lngm an independent gearch of the fedsral information., Togesther |
wlth what Y reeall, the meenracy of ~hich I cann'{guarantoe. 1% 38 interasting.

Also interesiing is what ir not in the files,

Thornley secms o prefer to claim that soneone *fingerad® hin-now
Berbara Reid, then Touy Shembroske (sdc). Neither iz trus.

He seems to prefer a later datc than the first federal interview with
kim, The private information I got in New Orxleans is oorrects He was inter-
viewsd by the Secret Service, two days bofore the FBI oought him out, Shem-
broaki dld not contaet the FBI until 1l days aftor the asasasaination, 10 after
the first /ederal intérview,

1€ on= is tc take tle Cormisalon's lotters 2t foce value, 1t 414 not
know where Thornley was or April 28, 1064 but did imow that he was no longer at
1824 Dauphine, Under date of Hay 8, Boover told the Commimsion his address.

Y huvicopiea of the reports md aemorandas end will give them to you when
I ree yom,

The manusoript of "The Idle Warriora® should bde available, It 1s 250 pp.
long and is allegedly complete, There 15 almo & short nevella, 57 np. Xeroxing
the first will cost $50,00. |

. - - -

Someone in Dallas knew vhers Thornley lived, Seowet Servise officd
ishoncd the one in New Orleans 7130 p.m. 11/23/63 asiAng that he bte interviewed
becsuse *rhoraley had merved in the Narine Corps with Oswald at El Torro (sic)
California, and #ho hed been in Nexieo recently."



I rewall a0 referense to this Seewet Servise repert ia the depesition,
mmmmmm«-amu at address about 2 weeks,
wpuriag thelate evening® he was intexviewed at Arnandds by B8is Gerréis.
A Rioes I undevstand this wvas about 11 pem,
Theraley "wadersteed®that Osweld had learned Fussim “while statiomsd
In Jupest Koofelt at ﬁut time that Oswald was et a Communist®; that he
1dked Orwell.
%o hat written the novel end Ned censidered looking up Omreld in
order to ehtaia informatien conserning Ais experiemes is Rwssia for the final
chaptey, Wt that he had not done 80" Thus ve have indieatlon of the oontont
of Ahat final ehapier,
0f his trip to Nexioe, Thoraley sadd he lefi New Orleans in May of 1963,
going to Wnitiier, vhere he vorked for a while "emd returnsd 30 Kew Orleans by
Waa, via Nexioe; that he vas in Nexice for approximately six daye-thrse days
10 Nexioo CLtpey ¢sMuoy nothing ot sdout Oswald having been in Nexleo.®
™hin language is as indSrect as the "retwm®, wnecessarily so, s tho
FII reports shows Yhother the svasion he sigeificamce I 4o not knows In thelir
second report, the ane written after Thoraley weat to them, Regis Kennedy
and Clande Sehlager (11/27/63) emote Mu an anying that “on Nay 1, 1963, he
took a mix day trip ixto Califormia and spproximately July 25, 1963, he took'a
six day trip iato Nexloo...returned to New Orleans about August 1, 1963."
Asoordiag to their report typed 11/25/63, YEI Agents Aldersen and Farrell -
Suterviewed Thornley that date, alwo at Avnaudte, They do not give the time, Be-
cause the report was typed the same date as the interview, smd decause I understand
Thornley worked n‘.lﬂt ”ﬁ shat this latesmight typiag mighs be indicative
of greater than m h Thornleye
T™his repoxt mtos him thust*He was @f the opinion that Oswald tock Russian

lessiims in Japan during the time he was siationed there with the Narine corp-.

There {3 sa axbignity in this paragreph, Onme pouinc interpretation is
that Thernley was ssying be was the Communists

mrhornley stated that his associetion with OSWALR was suddenly tarminated
at the Naring Dass vhem one 4ay he teold Oswald that he vas 'a cCommuniat and that
things would e different whem the revolutiom ceme’ He stated that OSWALD
made the statement,’not you, too®, amd turned around and left, OSVALD ncver assoce
tated with hdm or talked to him after this 1ne:ldent,'§hi y2v aggiggeggigamxm

This iz & semevhat diffevent version of the “et t#u® cueut then in the
deposition, ea several coumtss I 40 mot delieve that anywhere else Thomnley soid
this was the emd of their relations,

In this repoert, Thoraley is quoted as givimg the luihd.nhc and ende
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Yere also Thoraley ssid ¥hsd ommmum‘%ﬂm
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21 Toro Narine Bawe%,
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"hed retmrmed %o the United States ilsilusionsd shout Commesion,®
Thernley yesd pupere I ammm«w '
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witk Jean Hack? S
Or of themany others then puhh fyon this eoncluding semtense dml

*IHENBROSKI stated that “HOMNLEY sometimes gaused tyeuble at the Dourden
Housey 2 place Thornlay fregueated quite oftemn®, ~

Az Voaley Liebeler put ity Albert Jemner wes 00 busy ruaning for the
Presideancy of the Ameriem Bar Agsoetiation to 4o mmeh works, Yt 3 he whe

. deposed Thornley, a wery polite affair in -hich none of thic cemo up, exvept

Oswald®y politics, which suldenly Lecame Communist,

The testimeny iswell known t0 you. Perhaps the exhibits are meks There
af® threo, two of which are not printed, The first is a Btates-Item etory of 11/2}>
(212669), to shich I shall roturn, The second 4s *The Idle Warriors®, all 290
pages of it (and there has be-n no rosponse $0 my mmyuexk inquiry about its
avallatdlity) end the third ds the 37 pages of the mevella,

Although staff temormdo &ro scarge and Jeaner was 89 asy canpalgning,

n”t;'thol thom 1t necesaary %0 write two different memes $6 Nelvin

sqn rg ten“days later, 4ifferently mﬂm‘ but on these oalibdta, In one
Ouald m *inspiration® for the ceatral dhareoter, Johnny Shellburm, in tae
other 4t ®"deploated™ Onwald,

The nows story is intoresting, probably importamnt, and ¥ belleve ths
pleture with it is significsnt, That ploture shows Thornley with his hair
parted on the LEFT, as I show it in the piotmres I 2ad Qlaney poimt backward, -
I wuld hope this ploture 12111 avatlabdle at the Siates-Item FOr what it
provee is that at the timeof the assasaimation, Thormleyts Juiriine was like
Oavald®se Vigh the othor evidences he could have played the role of Oswaldy
I drew partioular a.ttention to it md to Fil Meatrightts statesent to me that
12 everything else about Thornley was untidy, his hdrm soaething $o vhich
he dovoted speaial xttemtion,

This story is also the begianiug of the falsshood sbeut Oswald having lost
his security clemrance and the garbage aboutn kin being *the swifit Jaxitere, %
hardly a description of onff the fev mezbers with the wanswally high sesurity
clearsnce, as Thornley's téatimeny reveals he knew, : |

Xere, %00, ia the degimning ¢f the charnsterisstion of Oawald as »
*"loser®, again something not asupported by his Rarine recerd,

Perhaps also we can lay to rest the story absut the famtsstic swm
Theraley 1s said $o have refused fur the last chapter of. mu&. ‘

%,0etin the light of recent evemis®sn.agent iz 2w seeking to sell
the 1ast few chapters as the basis fer & televisien sovipt®,

€14at Beliom 914 me he mm donthtud.ﬁ ﬂuhok. od thlthc'h'hl.



Nothing is less likely sham that either Thernley er Melten wuld have
rejected sy offer, leave alone a very gemercus one, {Acoording to Jemnerty
twompage memo, the aamseript was thea slmost tw yoars 0ld, sure wign its
prespects were not dright,) .

The shorter momo containz this asaurance by Jeaners

“In his Qeposition, Thormley certified to the accuracy of the article
and particularly the guotations®, S

Returning to the story, the very mewt ouotation readsy "*'I think Oaswald
bcaae & Communist before he becanc & Narine, but I believe the Marines only made
things worese for him.®

Soon thiss"Me sald he though communiem was the hest raeliglon®,» This
eouing frox the Thormley who Just a few days sarlier had been telling federel
investigatora sxaetly the oprosite.

I can only wonder why Jenmsr wrote two memos when uimally there wers
nones Therefore, I gquote lmmgusge about ™the Idle Warriors® “roz tho nonger
one not in the shorter ones

"Thoraley teetifled that the ovidence given by him on his depocitiom '
covered fully adequately -nd fectually Thornlay®s contacts with and views
concerning Yswald, end that, therefore, it appesred to him that there was +=
nothing in ths book that had not already been place; in the reessd in the
conrse of his dsposition dnsofar as concerned any issuc Lavolwing Oawald being

 investigated by the Commisslon,®(sic)

If nothing elee flagged incerest im this garbling, which 1a more then
even Jeoter usuaily came up with, the muolification "being investigated by Lhe
Commisnion® shonld, for ve know that what it should have investigated it aidr*t,

If 1 may conjecture: is it possidle that your spurce on the mlikely
story that he turnmed dowm a very good NBO offer made up this story to direct g 1
to the manuseript without deing in the position of hawing deliderately told you.
what it mnight eontain?

Strangely, for any hody dut this ome, the manmaseripts "did not eome into
ourpossession until the day of Er. Thornley's swwkimewy deposition was taken®,
Only beczuse they éicn't want it. The fedoral i{nvestigatora lmew about it.
Therziors the Commission dids As late as ldsy 15, vhen Ramkin wrote Th wornley, it
could still have be-n requosted/ in advanco of the deposition, Thornley was in
the same town, virtually, and the FBI and the Commigsion had messengers, Instead
of ecking for the manuseript in advancq so the lawyer could read it prior to
taking the deposition, Rankin asked him to bring it with him}
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I believe it {s in one of(tho im ob his radie-PV appearsnces
in the Tampa area that Thornley, knowlung it e Io mtirely false, said federal
attention was directed to him by Shembreski (FET spelling)e Withihe Seeret
Service lead coming frou Dallas, dc you suppose it is possidle the smuros was
Oswald, during his interrogation? :

Note that althoughtThornley hed Veem at 181 Pauphine, the Dallas Secret
Bawvice had his correct adiresz, Whatever the souros, it wald seam to have
been one keeping tads on “hornley, )

Yo knov that the federal r-porting is noteriously hmto. Yot these
world have to be errors against iaterest for the reperts queting Thornley es
saying Oswald was not a Communist $0 be errors,What the federal investigators
very much wanted iz Just this statement, 044 that as socnt &8s ke was away from
them or their report, Thornley said exactly what they wanted,

Poseibly Shembroski has Been interviewed o learn whether the FpI
guoted him socurately. After first meeing this attridution by Thormley I
plauned to leok him upe I've not hed time on my twe most receat trips to
New Orleana, If one of your pecple cmnat do it, if his eddress aan
for mey vhen next I'm thers I csn do it when I have *" freo moments, If he
has left the New Orleans area, hie might bs sotevhere I may someday goe ,

If Jeanne Hack is still in San Prancisec, 1'd liko th last address you
haves If I do not get out there in the mear future, I have frients who can
interview hor for me, If she is elsevhers, 14 like to know in ocse I go noaw,
It 40 always poé'aible the FEI or Shembreski misrepresmited what she seld, Yot
it also 4s consistent with what we know, -

Of all the pecple I have spoken te abowt Thornley, omly onc ever sald he
412 not hate Kennedy, That ir Barbara Reid, ind even vhm she heard Clint Boltam
*lnr ny questien, dic Thormley hate Kennedy, in the nrﬂmﬁvo, she persisted,
in gigns behind Boltoats back, that it wasnt*s so0,

Ehe could have faulty recollection, or she e uld nvo beca prodecting a
friend, But is it also rot possible that *hommley Delieved any search wonld yeash
hery and he deliberately told Ler the appoatto of what he fald, = that she would
repaat it?

Aside from fri.ndehip, he lmuv that any mmm \M\M yoach hamy
becanse it $5 with her that he’ I,af'ti hs f1les vhen ha wait $0 Washingtens Your
files have a letter fron hin oa this that I’.qt fvom her long ages
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