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Kerry Wendell Thornley today was charged wrth commlttlng

.

-perjury before the Orleans Parrsh Grand Jury durlng hrs

L3L>; testlmony on February 8, 1968.- The perjury charges were

,',l‘;v based on hlS sworn testlmony before the Grand Jury to the

‘“; effect that he cld not thlnk he had met Lee Oswald Ln New

o

Orleans 1n 1963.- Ev16ence 1nd1cates that he dld.

when the Warren CommlSSlon hearxngs-were held 1n 1964

Thornley testlfled that Oswald was a "Communrst" when they

were in the Marlnes together in Callfornra, prlor to Oswald s

1959 departure for Russxa. Thornley was the Commrssron s

i

- A

‘tron.l Inasmuch as oSwald really was never at any tlme a

-
- “Lel, . S M

‘not forthcoming from the other Marines, the testimony
. of most of them was presented simply in the form of
i brief affidavits. Thornley's image-creating testimony
. lasted for 33 pages, at the end of which little doubt
was left about Lee Oswald's commitment to Communism
and his quallflcatrons as an assassrn.

To see how starkly Thornley's florid portralt of Oswald
contrasts with the recollection of the other Marines,
see Addendum at.the end of this press release.
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star w1tness concernrng Oswald's early "left w1ng" orrenta—

Sane thrs portrart of Oswald as a demented Marxrst was‘

>
»




Lo T vcommunisty —- noz even inclined in. that direotion'—— and . 7

o .r s - .

. st . .
inasmuch as he was sent to Russxa as an employee of the

Unlted states Governnent .it was necessary to have a major”'
w1tness *estrfy in great detall to create an early lmage
ot »,;«,.—." EEN : s e < - ~

as 2 Marxrst so that there would not be too much;publlc

Ty
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curroSLty about the real reasons for Oswald s abrupt departure

- .i?’ ", from the Marine Corps to sarl to Russia.?l Thornley s Warren

. . e o - . . < -

“Commission testimony concerned his observations of this
"Marx15€'personallty during ‘their service together at El Toro

ﬁA Marine Base in California in 1959. He. testlfled that he

f, : o . had not seen Oswald since. Thornley s own long reSLdence

- in New Orleans, after his discharge,‘from 1961 throﬁgh 1963

L .- - -

was not examined_ip any depth.

’

C 2. ' The Report of the Warren Commission infers that Oswald
FR ) ' somehow must have learned Russian on his own, ostensibly
o in preparation for his forthcoming defection. Actually,
W e . Oswald was taught Russian by the United States govern-
T e ‘ ment, as is indicated by Lieutenant Colonel Folsom's .
- testimony during which he happened to refer to one of
4 Oswald's grades in & U.S. Armed Forces Russian examina-
I Lo, " tion (Volume VIII, p. 307). The formal designation
' .for this Russian examination was "Department of ‘the
Arny, Adjutant General's Office, PRT-157. Oswald took
the Russian examination on February 25, 1959, .while
stationed at El Toro Marine Base in California.




'asjthere any D &+ Thornley s Warren'Commrssionf'l‘
. e o IhE :
. 5 :

_1nd1v16uals or organlzatlons ergaged'ln‘antl—Castro actlv1tv.

there any hlnt that he was, con ected here :\

were connected wrth Lee Oswaldig- persons T '

'who played actlve roles in creatlng the pxcture of Oswald

'

.ias strll belng a “Communlst"'ln 1963 shortly before the "~"' .

fassassrnatlon. Nor was there any lndlcatlon of his havrng S

Wer 3
.

met, following his discharge from the Marines, one of the

men presently under a charge related to the assassination.

Like a number of young men who have been"iaentifiedtas CIA

‘employees, Thornley had 2 post offlce box in the federal

s - T e
.

; '-~: o bu1ld1ng across from Banrster s offlce. ~Such post‘offrce - .
Dboxes are customarily used by federalremployees with clan-

destine assignments as "nessage arops" as‘well as an acceptable
excuse for reéular yisits into a federal bnilding.' Another

e # of the young men hav1ng such a’ post offlce box was Lee

_Harvey Oswald. What thls means is 51mply that Kerry Thornley

and Lee Oswald were both part of the covert federal operatlon

operating in New Orleans. The only drfference between Oswald
and the other'young CcIA employees was that, havlng performed

a flamboyant Russian aSSLgnment for hls country, he had a

s

beautxful potentxal as a decoy in the assassxnatxon --a.

pdtential which, as it happened, h}s empldyers did not
IS ' ‘ - )

waste. Thornley actually lived across Lafayette Square

I L




) By a curious stroke of luck Thcrnley, during his New Orleans

residence, wrote"e bookdbesed'on‘Lee OSwald. He completed.

As luck would have

- - =

assaSSLnatlng the Preszdent. Apparently no ‘one else had

,written a book about Oswaldiprior to the assassination and,

- DR e } . ;

in due course, it found its way to a publisher.

N L The Central Intelllgence Agency elements which accompllshed

1

j—"— . - | . . ...
B " 'the executlon of Presxdent Kennedy lncluded Ln addltlon to

IEANOE Vs L L .

the ambush squad of professxonal assassxns used in Dallas,

- e individuéls working on custodial assignments and on-image-

creating assignmenﬁs. The techniques used in creating a

i Communist image fcr Oswald weie: persuading him by means of

a pretext to enaage in certain activities {(such as handing

g . out "Fair Play for Cuba" pamphlets), having other employees

play his part in more anulpatory tableaux (such as aopear—

ing at the Mexican Consul he re and anulrlng as to whether




) he coalc "‘@rm\J a—rz"le into México! or ostensibly rece

o e ) A ST e A e
oney being paidfto‘him,in the courtyard of the Cuban’

. r

Central Intelllgence Agency is capable of gooflng. In splte S

T f. of the carefully contrrved lnsulatlon and the countless
red herrings it planted along the way, it goofed with regard ' g
- to Thornleyre— apparently because‘by mid—December things' ;

appeared to ‘be well under control. ‘A few weeks after the"
assaSSLnatLon Thornley abruptly cleared out of hls Dauphlne B ?
street apartment 1eav1ng .a note for hls landlord that he ‘ '5

- . e : a -

had to go to a town just‘outside of Washington, D.C,’ Thornley

‘remained on ice in Arlington, Virginia until it came time

'_ for him to testify that Oswald had been a Communist way back
in their Marine days. Ordinarily, the connections to our

- one government agency specrallzrng in assassination are morev A:}

. . carefully concealed. However, by December 13 1964 the

: S Warren COmmLSSlon had been selected w1th the reassurrng
presence of Allen Dulles, the former head of the CIa, and

the situation must have appeared to be well under control.

When spring of 1964 arrived and the time came for his word -

p;pture of Oswald, Thornley testified not only that he had

been a "Marxist" but that he "had a persecution complex",

- "was emotronally unstab’*? aad “"wanted a place in'history";'

St e e e e mevien e s - L E ..




RN CommlsSLon turn day Lnto nlght up intoﬁdown_fj_and achieve

.a harmonlous contlnulty of the tableau produced ny the
: 3 . . .

archltects of Presxdent Kennedy s assassxnatlon. That is

why the concealment of the involvement of-elements of the

U R
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developed by the a%sassxns.3 Thelr giving offlcxal status

to the fraudulent faxry tale made it extremely dlfflcult

.. D - o I . . - - . ]

L 3. With one notable exceptioni one '0of the main objectives:
" .= 7 of the assassination, in addition:to removing a President
: : ‘who had reached a detente with Castroc and was working
- toward new understandxngs with Russia, was to establish
. __i . an excuse, acceptable to an apathetic public, to invade
T ©  Cuba. Prior to the President's.assassination careful--’
" '~ - scenes had been set up to connect Oswald with Cuba so
. .. 'as to create the inference that the assassination was a
S plot directed from Cuba, hence justifying invasion. The
" - Warren Commission readily accepted the false picture of
- Oswald as a "Communist" but compromised the original
" plan by making him a "lone" assassin, as the result of
which some of the men who initiated the assassination’
are unhappy stil! at not achieving their entire objective.
That it made this "liberal compromise" does not alter
R the fact that the Warren Commission adopted the basic
: fiction created by the planners of the assassination to
o - make the world believe that a "lonelv 1arxiét" had killed
Lo wjv;PreSLdent kennedy.' R S
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hlS 33—page plcture of "05wald at El Toro">to be synthetlc oL
and representatlve of the flctlonal nature of the entLre

« .
fraudulent "1nvestlgatlon When the time ‘comes that }t.'

is deSLred to determlne when we ceased to live 1n a free

soc1ety, 1t will be found that the change occurred -on

November 22, 1963 - the day the credlblllty gap began.
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evaluatio s'of tu- other

‘Nelson Delgado:l <
anythlng agalnst our cherﬁment or

R ;=" Peter Connor: "I never heard Oswald make any anti-
. " " American or pro- Communist statements. He claimed to ; .
be named after Robert E. Lee whom hé characterized as
“the greatest man 1n hlstory" (Volume VIII, p. 317).

B . 'Allen D. Graf: "OSwald never gave to me any Lndlcatron
) of favorlng Communism or opposxng capltallsm"
(Volume VIII, P 318) ) i L ST

thn R’mﬁeindel- "Although I generally regarded Oswald

as an intelligent person, I did not observe him to be )
partlcularty “interested in pOllthS or lnternatlonal -
affalrs" (Volume VIII p. 318) '

~Henry J. Roussel, Jr.: “I‘recall no serious political
remarks on the part of Oswald" (Volume VIII, p. 321).

‘Mack Osborne: "I do not recall any remarks on hie’part

4 concerning Communism, Russia or Cuba" (Volume VIII, p. 322).

-

- . Richard p. Call: "I do not recall Oswald s makxng serious
ToTET R remarks with regard to ‘the Sovxet Unlon or Cuba" '
sl (Volume VIII, p. 323) =i : -

It is thought provokxng that- the only one of Oswald's former
Marine comrades who testified that he wag a "Marxist" --
o one of the star witnesses for’ ‘the warren Commlssxon -- is’
- ' also the only one who was in personal association with Oswald
o in New Orleans in 1963 just before he returned to ballas before
the assassination. It is equally thought provoking that this
: R former Marine comrade, whose testimony is so curiously different
z - from all of the others, was also in the company, in 1963, of
' one of the men now charged in connection with the assassination
of President Kennedy. And it is particularly thought provoking
that this man's associates and pattern of activity in 1963
-plainly mark him as an employee, like Lee Oswald of the

Central Intelllgence Agency.




