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anh oy Jdrteibntion 4o othar weiters, for I nary have

surreat publication intervesti.

Harold




confidential

To Jim Garrison From Harold Welsberg 4/18/68
Kerry Thornley
Because your Thornley file seemed to be incomplete, after my return

¢

last month I began an independent search of the fedsrsl information. Together
with what I recall, the accuracy of which ¥ canﬁfguamntee, 1t ¥ interesting.

Algo interesting is what ic not in the files.

Thornley seesms 0 prefer to claim that someone "fingered" hin-now
Berbars Reid, then Tony Shembroske (sic). Naiiher ic true,

He semma to prefor e lster datc than the first federsl interview with
him. The private information I got in New Orleams is correct. He was inter-
vieved by the Seéret Service, two days befors thie POI sought him out. Sheme
broski did not contaet the FBI untll 11 days sfter the esmessination, 10 after
the first /.‘lederal' intérview,

If one ig to take tho Cormission's letters 2% face velue, it did not
know wherc Thornley was or April 23, 1064 but did kmow that he was no longer at
1824 Dauphine. Under date of May 8, Hoover told the Commission his address.

b huvv{copies of the reports and memorends snd will give them to you when
I nee you,

The manuscript of "The Idle Warriors* should be evailable. It is 250 pp.
long and 1s allegedly complete, There 45 almo a short novella, 37 DDe Xeroxing
the first will cost $50,00.

* * » *

Someone in Dallas knew where Thornley lived, fdjthat Secret Bervice office
phoned the one in New Orleamns 7:30 p.m. 11/23/ 63/. asking thet he be interviewed
because *Thornley had served in the Marine Corps with Oswald at El Torro (sic)
Californie, and é%he- had been in Mexico recently."




I recsll no reference to this Seoret Service report in the deposition.

Ingquiry that night disclosed Thormley had been at thal address sbout 2 weeks,
"puring thelate evening®™ he was interviewed at Arnaudbs by SAs Gerrbis
and Rice, I understand this was sbout 11 n.m,
Thornley *understood"that Oswald hed laarned Rupsian "while stationed
in Japan; #...felt at that time that Oswald was not a Communist™; that he
11ked Orwell. ‘
He herd writtea the novel end B¢ congidered looking up Oewsld in
order tc obtain information concerning his experience is Russla for the final
chapter, but that he had not done mo"s Thus we have indicallon of ithe content
of thet finsl chapter,
0f his $rip to Mexico, Thoraley ceid he left Hew Orleans in May of 1963,
going to whittier, vhcre he worked for a vhile "end returned to New Orleans by
bus, via Hexlco; that he was in Mexico for approximately six days~three days
in Mexlco City~esedmew nothing mf nbout Oswald having been in Mexico.®
This longuage ie as indirect as the “return®, umecessarily so, ez the
FBI revoris show. Whether the evasion hes significance I do not knows In their
second report, the ono written after Thornley went to them, Regis Kennsdy
and Claude Schlager (11/27/63) nuote hin ez seying that wen May 1, 1963, he
took & six éay tvip imbto California and approximately July 25, 1963, he tock a
gix cay trip into Hexico...returned to New Orleans about August 1, 1863."
According to their report typed 11/25/63, FBI Agents Alderson snd Farrell
interviowed Thornley that date, also n% Armaudts, They do not glve the time. Be-
couse the repert wee typed the same Zate as the interview, and because I understand
Thornley worked nights, I suggest that this lateenight typing might be indicative
of greater than ave/:égel ‘:’ljn Thornley.
This report quotes him thust¥He was of the opinion that Oswald took Russimn
lessions in Japan during the time he wes stationed there with the Marine Corps.®
There is sn ambiguity in this parsgraph. One pomsible interpretation is
that Thornley was saying he wae the Communisty
mrhornley stated that his sasmsocistion irith OBWALR was snddenly terminated
at the Marins base vhen one day he told Oswald thet he was 'a cCommmnist end that
things would be different whem the revolution ceme?, He stated that OSWALD
made the statement,'not you, too', amd turned around and left, OSWALD never zssoc-
iated with him or talked to him after thirs incident,.® hi g,l%uﬁ E negsucsiion ﬂg"%au d
This ic a comewhat different version of the "et tu" incident then in the
deposition, on several counts. I 4o not believe that anywhere else Thomley suid
this was the end of their relationms,

In this report, Thornley is quoted as giving the aamibeginning and ende




ing dates for his tr} but as not gz.ving any for the Mexican part. It says he
entered Merice via T:I.J'uana/\ and left through Hatamoros.

The next afternoon,, 11/26/63, &t 12150 p.m., Thornley appeared at the
FEI office "to offer his gervixe in any way uo deterrine the gullt or innocence
of LER HARVEY OSWALD", But here there is a different nfinis*:

*He advised thatbhis aseoclation wﬂ.th 0SVWALD was terminated when he,
ITIORNLEY, van trsasferred Oversesssee®

Here also Thornley sedd thet Ogwald studied Russiean in Japsn and wit
was his oninionthat OSWALD was not a Communist while he was sasigned to the
¥l Toro M=zrine Base¥.

Tle gave “the news medis" as his mource of the information that Osuald
"had returned to the United States dislllusloned sbout Communiem,®

Thornley resd pspers I have never sesn or heard quotedl

Although he sayc he wan in Hew Orlesns beginning August 1, 1963 he i=
quoted as saylag thet he rhad mo knowledge that O8WALR was living in ¥ew Orleans
un%il he rend the news revorts after OSWALD wes implicated in the marder of
Precident KENNFDY®,

He thus olaims to have known nothing sbout Oswaldty 8/9/63 arrest. Quite
neturally, the sgenis reflect mo questioning elong this line. Afier all, aside
from havipe krovm hinm, Thoraley had only vritten a novel about hime

Strangely, this sentencei"ie stated that he had made no secret that he
was not particulemly disturbed over the death of Precident KENNEDY, although he
does not approve of essassination nor does he arprove of the subeeguent nurder
of QSWALY®, Rather en nnﬂcrsuatevnrt, Ct“igﬁ@d 1o riine the question before it
night be ralsed for him,%igfp"-vrss,t;; ig:uh“;.i;ed 2 v, gugnggf ?é”grﬁsfbgnt

€ BT was inved tlgulmf, al

In this spirit, Thornley volunteered that while in ttelifornia he *adopted
an extremely libaral point of view, weni with 2 girl named Sylvia Rarten, now
married, noze Uname (Phon),*who ip now resident and studying in Havena, Cuba®.
Then Thompley volunteered thet she had "adopted the Communist philosophy",

Thérnley then place his present political positlont®somewhere between
the Communist Left snd the Yohn Birch rightw{

1n o sense Thornley didn't intend, Anthony Shembresk:!z, did wfinger* hin
in reporting his December 1, 1363 conversation with Jesn Veck. tyifer of Kerry
Thornley, She "40ld him that OSWALD rnd THORNLRY were very good friends, and
that TEORNLEY had ctated to her, 'If OSWALD hadn*t killed President RENNFDY
he would have done it himself.! She said that fhornley had s shotgun at home and
that she did not think he would hesitate to use itw,

¥hat better reason can there be for the absence of =my FBY interview




with Jean Hack?
or of themany others then poasible from this concluding sentence alonet

w3HEMBROSKI stated that *HOBNLEY sonmetimes vuvsed trouble at the Bourbon
Houase, s placa Thornley freguunted quite olhond,

Az Wealey Liebeler pu‘c‘ ity Albexrt Jenn‘ei‘ wte too busgy ruaning for the
Precidency of the American Nar Agsoeiation to Ao meh worke It I8 he vho
deposed Thornley, a very polite affaolr in skich none of thic came up, except
Oswald'y politics, which suddenly became Comuunist.

"he testimony iswell known $6 you. Perhaps the exhibite are nots There
sfe three, two of which are not printed. The first la a States-Item story of 11/274{}
(215669), “o shich I shall return, Whe seconé is "he Idle Warriors™, all 250
pages of 1% (end there har be n no rosponse 0 my rRwmmwk inquiry about itse
availebility) and the third is the 57 pages of tue novellu.

Although atalf memorands arc nearce 2nd Jonnor vas 80 bugy caapelgning,
ho nongtholage though it necesnary to write twe difTerent memos to Melvin
s:"‘:}:‘ssen i;é’?g’: days loter, differently captioned but on these cshibitse In one
Oswald wa;z winspiration® for the central chsracter, Johany Shellburn, in tae
other it "depictedr Onweld.

The news story is interosting, probubly importent, and I polteve ths
picture with it is significant. That plcture shows Yhornley with his hedr
perted on the LEFP, as I show it ia the picturez I had Clancy print backward.

I wuld hope thie picture ist4ll gvailable ab the SPates~Iiea. For vhet it
provee is that at the timeof the assassinebion, Thornlayts Beirline vas like
Ogwald'se Wigh the other ovidencee he could have played the role of Dswald,

I draw particular a.ttention to it and to Phil Boatrightts statement to me that
if everything else about Thornley was untidy, hins holr was somsething to which
he devoted =pecial stientlon.

This story is also the begimning of the falsehood about Osweld having lost
his security clearmnce and the garbage aboutx him being mthe outfit janltorm, k
hardly a description of onff thr fcyw members with the unusually high security
clearance, &8 ‘hornley's téstimony revenls he kneve

Heres t00, is the beginning of the charscterigation of Osweld 2s a
“loser®, again somsething not aupported by hls Marine record.

Perhaps also we can lay to reat the ctory shout the fantastic sum
Thornley iz neid %0 have refused farthe loct chapter of hils book:

", ..%in the light of recent eventstgn.spent is now meeking to sell
the last fow chapters as the basis for a television script©.

Clint Bolton t21d me he could do nothing with the book, and that he tried,

e



Fothing is less likely than tha* cither ‘hormley or Bolton would have
rejected any offer, leeve zlome a very genercus one. (According to Jeanertyg
two-page memo, the manuscript waes then slmoet tw years old, sure sign its
prospects were not bright.)

The shorter memo eontains this assurance ty Jemnery

“In his deposition, Thornley éertifiea‘tg the zccuracy of the article
andé pariicularly the quotaticnsh,

Returning to the story, the very nert cuotaticn reedz, "I lhinpk Osvald
bEcame ¢ Communist before he becuue & Marine, but I believe the Marines only nade
things worse for him,?

Soon thig:n*¥e said he though communiem was the bhest religlont," This
coning frou the fhornley who Just e fow Aays sarlier hal been telling federal
investigators exactly the opronite.

i can only wonder why Jemmer wrote two memoa vhon usially there were
nonae Therefore, I quote lengucge about "The Idle Werriors®™ “rom the longer
one not in the shorier oneg

mhornley testified thet the oviGonee given by him on his depocition ™
covered fully adecuately ~nd fectuelly Thornleyls contacts with and views
concerning Yswald, and that, thercfore, it appeared to him iket there was +°
nothing ir ths book thaet had not already beom placed la ths record in the
eonrse o¢f his depocition incofar as concerned any issuc iavolving Oswald being
investigated by the Commizslon.®{sic)

If nothing else flagged inierest in this garbling, which is more then
even Jeorzer ususilly ceome un with, the swr-lification "being investigated by the
Commigsion# should, for we know tiel what it should heve investigsted it diantt,

If I may conjecturet is it possible that your spurce on the unlikely
story that he turned down s vory good WBC offer made up this story to direct ;u
to the monuscript without being in the position of hoving deliderstely told you
what it might contain?

Strangely, for mmy body but this one, the manuscripts "did not come into
ourpogsession until the day of ¥r. Thornley's fexiimyey depesitlion wap Laten”,
Only becsuse they dicn't went it. The fedsral Investigators knew about il
Therciore the Commisaion dids &s late as Hay 15, vhen Rankin wrote Thornmiey, it
could still have been requasted/ in advancoe of the depesition, Thornley was in
the same town, virtually, and the FBI and the Commigsion had mecsengers., Instend
of zeking for the manuseript in advance so the lawyer could rsad it prior to
teking the deposition, Rankin asked him to bring it with him}




| T i
I believe it ig in one of(the transcripus oé his radio~I'V appearances

in the Tampa eren ihet Thornley, knowing it to bg entirely false, scld federal
attention wee directed to him by Shembroski (FBI spelling)e Withiho Seeret
Service lead coming froa Dallas,'de you suppose 4t is popaible the source was
Osvald, during his interrogationp ‘ i‘

Nete thet althoaghOThornley had been at 1824 Dauphine, ‘the Dallas Secret
Sowvice hed his correct adiresc. Hhateveé the source, it would seem (o have
been one keeping tabs on “hornley,

We know thet ithe federsl reporting ls notoriocusly inaccurate, Yet these
would have t0 be errore ageinst interest for the reports gquoting Thernley an
scying Oswold was not & Comuunlst to be errors,What the federal invesiigators
very much warted ic Just this steltements 0d¢ that as coon as he was away from
them or their report, ‘hornley szld exactly what they wanteda

oueibly Sherbrosk¥ hae heen interviewed to lesrn vheth-r the FE
quoted him accuratelys. Afler flict seeiug this ottribution by Thornley I
pleonned to leok him upe I've pot hed time on my two most rscent trips to
New Orleans, If one of your people sennoit do ity if his adlress can be2§%¥§ii
201 mey vhen next 1'm ihere I can d0 it when I have avew frec mementn, IT he
hag lefi the Wew Orlesns arsa, uo michi Lo so o evhere I may someday Z0e

If Jeenre fack is ptill in Sen Frenclreo, 1'¢ like ik last aldress you
have, If I do not get out there in the nesr future, I have friends whe can
interview hor for mes If she 5o elmevhere, Ttd like to Jmow in cepe I £0 rcars
It is alwsrs poesidle the FBI or Shembroski misrepresentei whai she saide Yet
it 2130 1z conedstent with vho! we know,.

0f a1l the peuvple I bave spoken to about Thornley, ouly onc cver sald he
¢id not hateo Hennedys "het 1o ®avbara Reids 'nd even whm she henrd ¢liunt Boltan
'qéswer my question, did Thormluy hate Ncennedy, in the effirmative, she versisted,
In gigne behind Boltonts back, that it wasn'%t so,

She could have faulty recclleetion, or she ¢ u1° have becn protecting a
friend. But is it also no* possible thet Ynornley believed any search wculd reach
her, and he deliberately told Ler the apnosite of what he 7elt, 2 *hat she would
repeat 1t7?

Asice from frli ndchip, he imew that an- investigation woul® reech her,
becausc 1% ic with ber that he 1aftk ble flea vhen he vent t0 Yashington, Your
files have a letter from him on this that I got €vom her lonz &go.




