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~ Look-alikes?

“Backwards” photo of

. Thnrnley (top), and

“touched-up™ (sccond).

Thornley as he really

looks (third), and Oswald
(bottom), . . .
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'Photo “touch-up

By TOM RAUM
Times Staff Writer

Did New Orleans Dist. Alty.
Jim Garrison commission a
set of deliberately “touched-
up” photographs of Tampan
Kerry: _gg_nl_e{ to show an al-
Jeged hikencss to accused pres-
idential assassin Lee Harvey
Oswald? 14

The possibility was~“con-
firmed to The Times today by
Thornley's allorney, Arnold
Levine. An aide to Garrison

order, .
The Times Jearned of the ex-
istence of a leiter which was
reportedly mailed to a free-
lance artist in California bear-
ing the letterhead of Garrl
son’s office. The lelter con-
tained a purported request to
“touch-up” photographs “to
make Thornley look as much

proc—

as possible like Oswald.”

THORNLEY, onetime buddy
of Oswald, is being prosecuted '
by Garrison on a charge of
lying about his connection
with the alleged assassin in
New Orleans during the
months prior to the John F.
Kennedy assassination in 1963.

Altorney Levine said he has
reason to believe Garrison
wanted to use the touched-up
photographs to support a theo-
ry that Thornley posed as Os-
wald on several occasions
when Oswald was away from
New Orleans —apparently on
clandestine missions. :

The Times has also come .

llnlo the possession of copies of

bhas disclaimed any such

wount Clipping In Spoce 'o'lo')
o

"‘ In JEK case

photos which Levine said were

, Jretouched by the Calilornia

artist, as well as another let-
ter apparently from one of
arrison's assistanls denying
that the district attorney had
any intention of wusing »
‘* touched-up® photograph of
Kerry Thornley in his trial.” 7/
The 29-yearold Tamps free
lance writer, who served in
the same Marine Corps outfit
with Lee Harvey Oswald, s
presently awaiting trial on the
gerjury charge. _Specifically,
'e is g‘harggrdkmth lmg’:e;
~ fore a New ans
last winter, &

LEVINE TERMED the
request to touch-up Thornley's
photograph “just another ex-
ample of the sham” of Garri-
son’s investigation, and the
charges - which have been -
lodged against the Tampan.

The letler asking for the
“re-touch’ job bears the date
of March 12, and the name of
Harold Weisburg, .a New Or-
leans writer whom Levine said
has a “wellknown” con-
neclion with Garrison.

Wrilten on what appears to
be official stationery, the let-
Comy She Oaks,
comb, of rman
Calif., says: ’

“Enclosed are four sets of
pictures of Kerry Thornley
printed backwards but other-
wise entirely untouched. My
purpose was to emphasize the
resemblance to Oswald and
bis rcceding hairline, which
when his hair is combed the
opposite of his normal fashion
is quite emphatic. .
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- . to do with one of each pair Is
. ’ S pretend you were a makeup
- man doing the minimum nec-
by essary to make Thornley look
as much as possible like Os-

ing off or brushing back the
forelock, trimming the eye-
brows, shadowing the chin,
ete,

“I would like you to keep
one pair for your use out
there, send one pair to me and

. The letier indicates that it
. . - was typed by a secretary with
i the initials *bb.”
; . A second letter, dated May
i e 21, and also*bearing the *“bb*
initials purports {o be from ex-

cutive assistant Dist. Ally.

, . Jim_Alcock to artist New-.
| : - ’ ~ comb, and reads:

L - “1 HAVE just received the
! B documents you sent con-
! . cerning Harold Weisburg's
: : : : request for- you lo do some
photographic touching-up on
SR . pictures of Kerry Thornley. So
i R . ‘that the recor
' . - ‘§ straight, Mr. Weisburg, who is
: i S not a member of our staff,
: . made the request without our
) .authority or consent,
h—l—‘d

o . wald as for example by prun- .

" the other two to Jim Garri-’
son "

may be set -

“Further, this office has adb-
solutely no intention of using
any ‘touched-up’ photograph
of Kerry Thornley in his
irial . . *»

Neither Garrison nor Alcock
could be reached by Thé

Times tnday for comment, but. .

a receptionist in the district
stlorney’s office confirmed :
that there is a typist in the.of-_
fice typing pool with the im-:
tials “bb.” She declined ts -
- give her name. ’ -2

THE RECEPTIONIST also
said that while Weisburg
“isn’t a member of the staff,” .
he was well known in the of-
fice, Weisburg, author of
“Whilewash,” is presently ia
Frederick, Md., DA's of-
fice said.

Garrison alleges that Os-
wald, David Ferrie, Clay
Shaw and Jack Ruby, working
on the fringe of the CIA,
hatched the assassination plot
while they were in New Or-
leans in 1963.

" Thornley, who has published
a book on his acquaintance
with Oswald, denies he met
with Oswald in New Orleans. *

No trial date has been set in

Thornley's case.
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‘Cun.'{ also pointed out %o
council that a section of the
e’aw. which stipulated that “all

perators must accept and ro-
spond to emergency calls, be
,amended o inciude the word
*transmit.”
! Council heard one funeral
dome representative complain
of his ambulance being unable
b0 pass inspection tests be-
Ccause jls emergency light did
not have a clear plastic cover,
but one of glass instead.
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’ ——“We'aislaurg~ admits

‘touch-up’ letter;

' New Orleant,

denies connection

By TOM RAUNM
- Times Staft Writer

Writer Harold Weisburg has
confirmed he originated a
request last March 12 asking a
California artist to “touch-up"”
photos of Tampan Kerry
Thorpley to .make them look
like Lee Harvey Oswald. But
the writer denies that New Or-
leans Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison
had anything to do with the
project.

In a story yesterday, The
Times disclosed that a letter
bearing Weisburg's name and
what appcared to be the offi-
cial letterhead of Garrison's
office was semt to California
artist Fred Newcomb asking
for the retouching job.

THORNLEY'S lawyer, Ar-
- nold Levine; said he believed
the touch-upi was to be used by

%,Garrhon to support a theory

thal the Tampan posed as Os-
Ywald on

veral occasions
‘] when Oswa

was away trom

Weisburg, who has published
four books on the Kennedy as-
sassination, including *“White-
wash” snd “Oswald in New
Orleans,” told The Times
from his home in Frederick,
Md., that Garrison did not ask
him to wFile the Jetter, or tell
him (o send mso(ot of Thornley
to the artist (o be retouched.

Then why was the request

m

on the District Attorney’s let-
terhead? I dictated it to one
of (Garrison's) typists. I never
saw it again and I didn’t know
she had uscd the letterhead.”

WEISBURG SAID he dic-
tated the letter “because of
my illegible handwriting. If
you saw my handwriting you'd
know why 1 had to dictate the
letter.”

“At no time have I repre-
sented having any connection
with Garrison,” said the

’ Weisburg

wriler,

Weisburg did not explain
why he was allowed the ser-
viczis of Garrison’s typing

“l have often been accused
of being responsible for Garri-
son’s interest in Thornley,”
told The Times.
“This is absolutely incorrect.
Garrison's interest in Thornley
was inevitable.”

THORNLEY, 29, who present-
ly resides in Tampa at 726 S.
Sist St., was in the same Ma-
rine Corps unit with Oswald in
1959. The Tampan is awailing
trial on charges of perjury re-
sulting from a Garrison
prompled New Orleans grand
Jury iavestigation of the Ken-
nedy assassination,

Garrison contends Thornley
lied about an alleged associ-
ation with Oswaild in New Or-
leans during the months prior
to the 1963 assassination.

\
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Weisburg admittedly sent
four sets of Thornley's picture
to artist Newcomb and
quested “What 1 would tik
you lo do with one of each pai
is pretend you were a make-y,
man doing the minimum nec-
essary to make Thornley look
as much -as possible like Os-
wald...” co

AFTER BEING read over
the phone the entire letter,
‘ which was reproduced in yes-
terday's Times, Weisburg con-
firmed he was the aulhor.

letter and the partially re-
touched pholos were leaked to
The Times as “part of the
propaganda campaign being
waged against myself and Mr.
Garrison.”

“Your paper is being used
as a dupe,” he said.

Weisburg commented he
personally ““agrees with what
Garrison says about the assas-
sination in theory"” but dis-
agrees with him on “a number
of details.” )

BRIEFLY, GARRISON
vholds that Oswald, David Fer-
rie, Clay Shaw and Jack
Ruby, working on the fringe of
the CIA, gave birth to the as- |
assination plot while they
vere in New Orleans in 1963,
It was during this time that
Garrison alleges Thornley
met with his old Mariae corps
acquaintance.

Farsiad

Weisburg charged that the}.
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SSsichuce said he has-bssn—e
1o New Orleans “half a dozen
times to conduct my own in- -
vestigation. 1 never lived ia
New Orleans, however, and |
never spent more than twe
weeks there at one time.” :

It was apparently on one of
these visits that the “touch-
up” letter was written,

An side to Garrison has de- -
nied the district attorney had
intentions “of using any -

 ‘touched-up® photograph of .
© Kerry Thornley in his trial.” "

Thornley, who has published

|- a book on Oswald, denies
o oﬂmal wil npruent South
‘. seeing the sccused musln
. anytime after 1850.
- ; _H—____._—
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