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2 	 remember. They found boar cans in a trash can in MACS 9 and there 

was a dress '6' investigation, nits Jilorrpowt an ind)ation of a 

diffevcned bc:tween otateside and overseas.tbssik Oswald was typical, • 	very typical1  of the outfit he had just left overseas. 

;Tr. Jenncr. So that it is your impression, you would say, 

cr.ther, that as of that particular time then you first Knew 

him that he uas still car ,:ving some of his experience personal 

attention-wise from what he had experienced overseas? 

Thornlcy. Yes. 

kr. jenner. And he ims still following the habits he had 

acquired overseas? 

Thoi2nicy. Yes. 

Mr. Jcnner. Did cou think it went beyond 'chat, this unkomptness 

01 this uloppiness? 

Thornley. It did co beyond that, because i he scemed to'_' 

be a person who would Go out or his way to Get into trouble, 

cot some officer or staff serceant mad at him. Ho would make 

wise remarks. He had a general bitter attitude toward the Corps. 

He used to pull his hat down over his eyes so he wouldn't have 

to look at anything around hIm and go wallting around very Beetle 

Bailey style. 

Mr. Jcnner. That is Beetle Bailey? 

Mr. Thornley. Beetle Bailey is a comic strip character who 

walls around with his hat over his eyes very much as Oswald did. 

Mr. Jonner. You usnt to tccep in mind, fa'. Thorniey, I am an 

tiONISMIMUL 
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must have been --perhaps, in fact, he took liS/WI courses, 

United estates Armed Forces Institute courses, or something along 

that line, because he was one who gave the impression of having 

411 	some educatiot certainly. 
Mr. Jenner..nno you have an impression of his intellect? 

Mr. Thornley. Yes, I think he was -- 

nr. aenner. I am speaking in the iabstract, 

!Jr. Thornley. I think he was extremely intelligent, with 

what: :information he had at hand he could always do very well 

mialio.04: and in an argument he was quick. He was quick to answer, 

and it was not a matter of just grabbing at something. It was 

a matter of coming back with a fairly precise answer to your 

question or to your objection to his argument. 

nr. Jenner. I take it then it was your impression -- I will 

change my question because I don't want to ask a leading question 

here. 

What was your impression as to whether his loarning.in the 

sense we are talking about now, was superficial or was he able 

to master that which he read, and engage in personal self- 
dr.  cooer 	Tprehenci 

critique of that which he read, its weaknesses, and its major 

thrust? 

Mr. Thornley. Well, I would say as I have said before, 

he certainly understood what he read. How much he; had read, 

I don't know, but I do know thAt when he got on a subject in 

which ho was interested, he showed a grasp of it. This is true 

0 

0 
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about the Soviet Union he would challenge it on the grounds that 

we were probably propagandized in this country and we had 

no knowledge of what was going on over there. 

Jenner. Did he purport to know what was going on over 

there? 

Mr. Thornley. Uo. 

Nr. Jenner. Did he show any interest in what was going on 

over there? 

Mr. Thornley. 	lie definitely showed interest. 

kr. Jenner. Give us some examples and tell us. 

Nr. Thornley. I would say he took an agnostical approach 

to this. 1.1.4 13-77.45li that he didn't know whether to believ 

what he read in hici, newspaper, not that he used those exact 

wordssor what he heard in this country. no took the attitude 

that "Well, they may be right and we may be right but I suspect 

they are right." 

i
This, of course, once again, I always got the improsSion 

any of these discussions that part of his slight bias 

toward the communist way of life was an act of rebellion against 

the present circumstances. 

Mr. Jenner. Do you thjnk that bias, if any, was a mild bias? 

Mr. Thornley. 	I thought so at the time. 

Mr. Jnnner. Did you have any impression at any time 

that he was interested from an objective standpoint;that he 

might like to experience by way of personal investigation what 
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all to him for awhile, tc=d1-1;en he turned to me and said 

something about the stupidity of the parade, of the whole 

circumstance right at the moment, how angry it mada him, and I 

said, I believe my words were, "Well, comes the revolution you 

will change all that." 

At which time he looked at me like a betrayed Caeser and I 
1 la 

screamed, screamed definitely, Not you, too, Thornley." 

And X remember his voice cracked as he said this. He was 
ouu.AL 

definitely disturbed at what I had said 	I didn't really think 

CsUo.& I had said that much 4 e put his -hands in his pockets aw;L 

pulled his hat down over his eyes and walked away and went over 
0.4.4-42 

and sat down some place else alon 	I thought, .well, you 

know, forget about it, and I never said anything to him again and 

ha rover said anything to me again. 

Mr. Jenner. You mean you never spoke to each other from.' 

that time on? 

mr. Thornley. No. And shortly thereafter I left the outfit 

for overseas. I don't recall that we were ever in a situation 

whore we would have spoken, but I know wo never spoke after 

that. And this happened with many people, this reaction of 

Ouwald's, 	therefore he had few friends. }3e never seemed to 

have an one friend for a long length of time, one acquaintance. 

Ho seemed to guard against developing real close friendships. 

Mr. Jenner. Did you ever -- excuse me, you recall 

being interviewed by en agent of the MI? 
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and I stopped thinking about it. 

Hr. Jenner. You mean a nut in the sense of an extremist, 

not an organized thinker. 

Mr. Thornley. I didn't think about that enough to classify 

c'e"t f  
it. I  just thought something ‘I wrong with him, ma be some- . .2 	 s- (VS 	 Off*  60 
thing is bugging him today, maybe he is crazy, I don't Aknow 

COX 
what but I just wasn't at that moment -- it wasn't that important 

to me, I didn't feel much better than he did that morning, I am 

sure, so / just L'Jrugged it off. 

Mater, I did relfect on it, and that, combined with his 

general habits In relation to his superiors, and to the other men 

in the outfit, caused me to decide that he had a definite ten-

dency toward irrationality at time an emotional instability. 

Once again right away,I didn't know exactly what was the 

cause of this. A couple of years later I had good reason to think 

about it some more, 

Jonne::. 

Mr. Thornley. 

at which time I noticed -- 
,*6tee 

Uow whonA before the asaiination? 
1■0( 

Yes. Whiao working oi!le Idle Warriors. 

Dr. dormer. About when was this? 

Mr, Thorn/ey. Prom the time he went to the Soviet Union 

until February of 1962. 

Mr. Jenner. You learned that he had gone to the Soviet 

Union? 

Thornley. Yes, I was stationed at his Former outfit tL 
cc:T> 

Marine Air Control Squadron 1,at the time ho went to the Soviet 

OP- 
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Union. 

Mr. Jenner. Where were you then stationed? 

Mr. Thornloy. 	That is where I was at the time. 

Mr. Jenner.What country? 

Mr. Thornley. 	At Atsugi, Japan. 

Mr. Jenner. I see. 

And you learned about it through what source? 

Mr. Thornicy. The Stars and StripespocilmmemmatIthe 
military newspaper in the Far East. It was on page 3, I believe, 
e little article about Lee Harvey Oswald having appeared in the 
American nrobassY in Moscow, having plopped down his passport 

and requested Soviet citizenship. 

My firot reaction was "Good Lord, what is going on here." 

And afterwards, I, of course -- it began to occur to me1 his 
4e-;' interest in colAyAnnism, and I started kicking myself, thinking, wells  

0 3)  
you know just for so misjudging a person. I just 

Mr. Jenner. Misjudging? What respect, please 
Wr;.01" Hr. Thornley. As far as his sincerity nwumilimi. I did not ever 

think he was so interested in communism to go to all the 

trouble to go to the Soviet Union and certainly to jeopardize his 

citizenship, and so forth. 

0 

	
This was a groat surprise to me. And right away I began 

to try to figure out the mechanism of his thinking. 

Mr. Jongar. I see. 

Keep going and toll me what your rationalization and 



thinking was at that time. 

Ur. Thornley. And what caused him to do this. 

This gets us beck to the emotional instability and 

why did it occur. I do believe, to begin with, Oswald, how long tcCrO 

he had acquired the idea I don't know, but I think in his mind 

it was almost a certainty that the world would end up under 
oil t .• 

a totalitarian governmen - o2f under totalitarian governments. 

I think he accepted Orwell's premise in this that there 

was no fighting It. That sooner or later you were going to have 

to love Big brother and I thin!: this was the central, I think 

this was the central thing that disturbed him and caused many of 

his other reactions. 

I think he wanted to be on the winning side for one thing, 

and, therefore, the groat interst in comunism. I think he 

wanted -- I think he felt he was under a totalitarian system 

while In the Marine Corps, and, therefore, the extreme reactions 

when someone would call him a Communist, I think ho had a perse-

cution comple3z, and I think he strove to maintain it. I could 

not go so far as to say why. Perhaps it was necessary to his 

self-esteem in some way 	This was and is the general con- 

elusion I now have as to his general motivations, his over-all 

motivations, insofar as he has tended to be emotionally 

unstable. 

Nr. Donner. do you think ha was emotionally unstable? 

Mr. Thornley. I think so. 
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4.0-c. he looked upon, not only Marxists make this mistakel but 

he looked upon history as Goa.. De looked upon the eyes of future 

people as some kind of tribunals en3 he wanted to be on the winning 

side so that ten thousand years from now people would look in 

the history books and say, "Well, this man was ahead of his.timeA> 
,w_41.0./ 4.,--—.— 

:1.,e wanted to be looked back upon with honor by 
4 

future generations. It wa::, I think, a substitute, in his case, 

for traditional religicn.  

The eyes of the future became what to another man would //'''-----  
s?~ be the eyes of Cod, perhaps or to yet another man the eyes 

• 

  

of his own conccience. 

Nr. jonner. So it wasn't in the prosaic sense of merely 

wanting to be on the "winning side." 

Vr. Thornley. No. 

Mr, Jenner. When things developed -- 

   

  

U.L. Thornloy. No, X don't think he expected things to develop 

  

within his lifetime. I am sure that ho didn't. Be just wanted 

to be on the winning .r.J.0c, fr:. all eternity. 
=0406000- 

Ur. Jonner. 44=4 you had the impression that that was in 

terms of selflessness. That he thought also in terms that Lee 

Harvey Oswald would be associated with this forward thinking.? 

i 7 
Hr. Thornley. Right.' He was concerned with his imago in 

history and I do think that is why he chose once again, once 

again why ho chose the particular method he chose and did it in 
■ 

  

the way he did. It got him in the newspapers. It did broadcast his 
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name out. I think he prol2ably expected the Russians to accept 
0.110  

him 94 much highor, in a much higher capacity than they did. 

I think he uxpected them to, in his own dreams, to invite 

him to take a position in their government, possibly as a 

technician, and I think he then felt that he could go out 

into the world, into the Communist world and distinguish himself 

and work his way uu into the Party, perhaps. 

He was definitely -- 

Mr. Jenner.: it have to be the Communist world or could 

it he any world that he saw projected into the future? 

Mr, Thornley. Definitely. 

Jenner. And as you put it this, in your opinion, had 

beco7,11.e a religion with him. 

Mr. Thornley. Much more than he himself realized even 

though he called. it his religion. 

Mr. Jenner. Did you have the impression there was a person-

al selflessness, that is a -- I will put it in terms of disregard 

or rather this way -- that as far as his physical parson was 

concerned, he wasn't concerned about life in the sense that 

het--,---1! continue to maintain life in his body? 

Mx. Thornicy, No. I think he wanted physicalIK happiness. 

11hink this is why he didn't do something like just join the 

Communist Party. I believe ho felt that was dangerous. 

rI think he wanted to live comfortably. Mat I think if it came to 
a choice botween the two, or to put it this way,ell re relevant 
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to events that developed later, T think if it became to his mind 

ir4!losJiblo for him to have this degree of physical comfort that he 

exoscto; or sought, I think he would then throw himself entirely 

c)) 
114==V- the other thing he also wanted, which was the image in 

history. 

I don't think that Ww  I think he wanted both if he could 

have them. If he didn't he wanted to die with tha knowledge 

the-L.3°r with the id,c)he was somebody. 	- - 

Mr, 'Termer. Did you have the impression at any time that 
e was kekins in 

he, in turn, embraced a realization that , 	abrrity 	to accomplish 

the former, that ic,personal comfort and status, nat ne felt 

that there was a lack of ability, capacity, training, education 

on his part? 

Mx. Thornloy. When I knew him, I don't think he had the 

vaguest thought in that direction. I do definitely, ofctmrse, based 

solely upon what I have road in the newspapers, think he came to 

that moment, after returning to the United States from the 

Soviet Union, 1 think he was getting panicky. 

Mr. Jenner. In our discussion you can see it is important 

to Ms to obtcn your thinking, uninfluenced to the extent you 
50h-Seic eoe071-7 

can do 3 y 	of course complete lack of influence, is,4possible,---- 

but I am seeking your views tilco, as t ur state of mind prior 

to November 22. 

Mr. Thornley, All right. 

I would say that prior to November 22, I felt that he had 



believed it in the first place. 

I certainly-dan't. don't think with any kind of 
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from the Timed my folks sent me. Said wlen he had loft for the 

Soviet Union he had said such and such:quote. 

Mr. Jenner. You said you did not expect him to become dis- 

illusioned with Soviet Russia. Was it your impression at any 

time, take the several stages, that he had a conviction with respect 

to any form of political philosophy or government? 

Mr. Thornley. Well, he did definitely always before and 

after have a Marxist bias, 

From anything that has come to me, that has never -- I 

have never reason -- never had reason to doubt that. 

Mr. Jenner. That you think was a conviction? 

?rrev,;(-  
kr. Thornley. I think that was an 	 conviction )N 

.erA;6gPr- ,14 
M r . Jennere' ca  y.(41.1 think it was Dern merely a theoretical 

concept which ho used for argumentation? 

Mr. Thornley. Let me put it this way. I think you 

could sit down and argue with him for a number of years in a 

- great marathon argument and have piles of facts and I don't think  

you could Mo-ma changed his mind on that unless you knew why he 

formal argument you could have shaken that conviction. 

irrek%ze,-,/de  And that is why I say 	 It was just -- 

never getting W to looking at things from any other way once 

he had become a Marxist, whenever that was. 

you might say. 
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him by either Mr. Studkel or one of the other participants? 

Mr. Thornley. That is exactly what he was talking about at 

the tiroe. I happened to be standing in the television station in 

New Orleans and he was saying, and I just got a snatch of it, I 

was passing through the room or something; and he was saying, 

"Well, there are many Marxist countries in the world today." 

Mr. :fanner. This was by way of his answering a question 
Wig as to what 	the distinction between Marxism and communism? 

Mr. Thornley. Yes, he was saying there are many non-

communist Marxist countries in the world today and he was 

def. initelv making a distinction between Marxism and communism. 

Mr. 'Termer. But all .he did was to cite the countries. 

He didn't attempt to make the distinction. 

Mr. Thornley. 	It was only a snatch of it. 

Mr. Jenner. That was a fair representation of his utterances 

during those two radio broadcasts and one television b;-oadcast. 

You mentioned also that you had a feeling on his part that 

he was laboring under a persecution complex? 

Mr. Thornley. Yes. 
a 

 
•  s a` skive. o,%/ 

Mr. Jenner. That was ban= not necessarily 	 the 

? incident you relate that occurred on that Saturday morning. 

Were there other incidents? 

Mr. Thornley. Yes, there wejlite3ny comments on hi art 

about the walls having cars, about; I think, he felt the Marine 

Corps kept a pretty close watch on him because of his "subversive" 

L 
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activitieseeand for that reason. in facy think he 

sought to keep himself convinced that he was being watched and 

being plIshed a little harder than anyone else. 

I don't think he was consciously, perhaps not conscious-

ly, aware of the fact that he went out of his way to get into 

trouble. I think it was kind of necessary to him to believe 

that he was being picked on It wasn't anything extreme. I 

wouldn't go so far as to call 4 t, call him a paranoid, but a 
.33N5 LW, 

definite tendency thereAin that direction I think. 

Mr. Jnnner. Would you put it in terms that he had the 

feeling that he was being unjustifiably put ( upon? 

Mr. Thornley. 	Oh, always, yes. He was, in :fact, you almost 

got the feeling that he was -- this was happening because of his 

dofense. I mean he was always speaking of the injustices which 

had been perpetuated against him. 

Mr. „Termer. Of tex injustices as to him personallVdifferent 

from the treatment of others about him? 

Mr. Thoraley. To him personally, yes. Well, and it 

was the fact that he had lost his clearance, and had one out of 
„.„5- 

his way to get umem to some degree of trouble, went on to support 

this. For e::ample, we would stand at muster in the morning, and 
111 t2.  

Sergeant Spar would call the roll and he would say "Oswald" and 

Oswald would step out of the ranks and he would send him off to 

mow the lawn or something. 

Oswald did get special treatment. Its I say, he had brought 



because there weren't that many 
=in 

When there was a disagreeable task cot be done, it was 

assigned to somebody who had stepped out of lino and there we- 

4410449011AL 
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it on himself but he made the most of it, • 	 too, as far as 

using it as a means of getting or attempting to get sympathy. 

Mr, Jenner. Well, what was the sergeant's name? 

Mr. Thornley. 	Sergeant Spar. 

Mr. Jenner. Spar, in using his name, I don't wish to, I am 

not suggesting anything personal as to Sergeant Spar, .but I am 
fIC) +6 0:;(-' 	 -+AALle le s s- 

him as Wi Marine Sergeant. 

mr. Thornely. `11:41944.1.L.1-4,... a very good one. 

Mx. Jenner. You Marines, at least some of you, I assume, 

as had GI's and others, you buttered up sergeants, too, didn't 

you, in order to avoid being assigned too often to disagreeable 

tasks. 

Mr. 7hornley.No, you didn't have to. So long as you kept 

in line and obeyed orders, you didn't have to -- you weren't 

assigned any disagreeable task in the kind of outfit I was in 

always enough neoplo who had stepped out of line and Vic: was 

no problem to find them. 

In fact, the problem was to find enough disagreeable tasks 

to go around. The only exception to this would beiloverseas5a 

typhoon would hit sometimes and then everybody would have go 
k,ko-sy,v5 

out and we would have to all, much to our dismay, wskuvt around at 

two o'clock in the morning and tear down tents and so on and so 
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Ex. Jenner. That was a thing that was common to all of you. 

Mr. Thornley. Yes. 

Mr. Jenner. It was not a disagreeeable Oaks in the sense• 

we are talking about. 

nr. Thornley..ki.ght, and that was never necessary to have to 

butter up that I can over think of to a superior of any kind 

in order to get exempted from anything. 

Br. Jenner. Well, do you think Oswald was aware that 

all he had to be was more tractable to the customs and practices 

of the Marine. Corps in which he was then living. and he would not 

be assigned/more often than othera!disagrecable tasks 

Mr. Thornley. Well, that is hard to say. I don't know 

whether he was aware of that or not. I am not sure whether he 

permitted himself to be aware of it. Maybe he was aware of it and 

maybe he cou ldn't helps  flp had compulsions to do these things. 

Maybe he thought it was worth it and maybe he didn't feel that 

he was being treatoo unjustly at all. Maybe he just wanted 

everybody to think he felt he was being treated unjustly, if you 

follow me. 

Mr. Jenner. I do. 

Mr. Thornley. It could have been any of these things. 

This -- I think it would take a good psychiatrist to find out 

which. 

Mr. Jenner. You also used the expression that he strove to 
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Nx. Jenner. Did you have the feeling he was impulsive? 

Mr. Thornley. Oh, definitely. 

Mr. Jenner. He acted on the spur of the moment? 

Ur. Thornley. lie was spontaneous, very much so. This was - 

I had this impression the whole time I knew him. 

mr. 'Termer. You did have the impression and I think you have 

mentioned it several times, that ho had an exaggerated, either 

mild or otherwise, self-esteem. 

Mr, Thornley. No, I didn't mention that that I recall. 

I did say that I think maintaining the persecution complex was 

necessa=y for his self-esteem and he was concerned very much with 

his image in history but I don't think in the sense of being 

secure about his self-esteem, I don't think he was either conceited 

for example, egotistical or just plain confident. 

I'Aon't think -- I don't have any reason to believe that 

he in his own eyes, had any reason to be proud of himself beyond 

the average, at must. 

Nz. Jenner. I wasn't thinking of self-esteem in that sense 

and I didn't gather from your remark that you were thinking 

of it in that sense either, but rather in the sense of self- 

esteem in his cwn eyes, not in the sense of accomplishment or 

egoism. 

Thornley. Now, I don't know. Self-esteem in 

ones own eyes, it seems to me, would have to be justified by some 

means. Some people justify it by means of their attraction to 



fr. Thornley. These are sometimes ve 	 raN thin 

lines we have to distinguish betwoe 

tion. 

We are probing for motivsa,  

J 
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to the oppolitc se:.: or by means of their standing in some 

country club. I think Oswald justified it by means of his recalci- 

trance, kind of a reverse self-esteem. 

By means of his unwillingness to do what he was ordered, 

for example. 

Mr. Jenner. Did you have the feeling that he thfo_t,ht the 

esteem of others, not necessarily his officers, but the 

esteem of somebody or some group or some persons about him and in 

his life -- 

Mr. Thornley. I think he wanted this vy much but I don't 

think ho knew how to go about getting it. He wanted it, and 

yet he certainly didn't --I think he would have felt he was 

cheating himself if he had offered them anything in exchange for 

it. Be wanted it but he wanted it to come to him for no 

reason. Ile didn't want to have tc earn it. I got that impression. 

That is a very mild impressiaz. 

Mr. Jenner. We are dealing in a very delicate field here and 

I an pressing you very severely. 

Mr. Jenner. Did you over discuss with him the matter of 

education? 

Mr. Thornley. No. 

Mr. Jenner. #Tir his own'c'education in the abstractVthe need 
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what about his quarters, his barracks, did you have occasion 

to observe them? 

Zr. Thornicy. I don't think I was ever in his barracks. I 

do recall having been told that he had Russian books and that 

is all 1 -- that is the only tonne on I can make now in my mind 

ri  
with his quarte,:s. I don't thinI ever saw them. 

191.- Jannor. von already have given us something of his view 

of the United States Marine Dorps. 

Would you give us a summary of that? Give us your 

impression of his views with respect to the United States Marine 

ibrps, 

Mr, Thorn ley Well, definitely the Marine,Corps was not 

he felt that 

the officers and the staff NCOs at the Marin Corps orps wore incompetenl 

to give him orders. 

!,i,-.., Jenner, Incompetent in what sense, they were below him 

intellectually? 

Hr. Thornley. They were below him intellectually, wt.-J—t=e 

-- and for various reasons in each case, too. 

Maybe this officer was ignorant, as was brought out about 

foreign affairs,in Oswald's mind,know loss than Oswald did 

about it, I don't hold with the stand that Oswald would study up 

on foriogn affairs simply in order to bait the officer1  I think 

it just happened to be that Oswald would see that the officer 

was basing his foreign affairs maybe on Time Magazine when Oswald 

(\what ha had expected it to be when he joined. A 


