
Statoment of "Corry Wondell Thoralcy 	September 23,, 1967,  

lesardins his-Warron. Conmlosion Depseltion 

1. 	My name Is Corry Wondoll Thoralcy., I.tostificd 	. 'before 14r 
/• 

Jonner, on the staff of the Warren Comuloslon. My published 

tcatiromy appears in Vol= Eleven of tho Warren Conntooloa°n 

26 volumes. After the conclusion of ny dopositionbaforo Nr. 

'a co::,yof the manuscript of ny b00%, 	Idlo Warriors% was 

beins photoduplioated for the records of theCnrmlsolon,and tho 

natarial that Y Gaya them to copy was not going to be available 

for a short whilo.. 1 was Invited by.Nr. Jenner, in the meantime,: 

. to have 1=01 with hin lal .tho Supreme Count cafeteria, 

On ref.:chins the cafeteria, we stood in lino and got our 

food. axing bousht our food, and havins put our trayz. down -4-  

a tezao„:Mr. J6:11107. said, 'Just 	 Tad 'the to IntnoCilea 

you to some people over hero.° He too no over to another-table 

andintroduced no to a group. of nen, four or•five of them as 

recall; Ono of them was Mr. To '41cl:or of the Now York 

I ronember Ens, Wiel:or a.s is y r. Jensen whoa the Roport would be 

released ande:tpropmins jocular slceptleism at Kr. Jo:Inc:non 

ansven. 	wns to the effoot of °June°, or n..7-47°,. or "mcNt 

.month.I aon4_roeall which of thoso it wns. Lt cone times 

durins the lunoh hour.-I also was introducod to ..:L...Jeamor, whon 

. wo saw whilo at the cafeteria.. 	Joonor ar4 Lot alone 

txrmther. 	romembon that Nr.Jenner mentionea that Mrs, Jommer 

.had written a novel based upon a relative of thoirs, ono who livca 

near my home town of Whittlor, California, and who I.bollevo wan 
. • • 
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-"geolozist. 

3. 	Daring the meal,-I toes; advantage of the opportunity to ash 

Mr. Jenner nose questions about old Marino Co'::..:: buddies in my 

_unit, MACS 9. I asked his if ho had spoken to Lawson. H said 

Ho moationod nlso that ho had spoken to Powers, atd to Del no. 

► oao of the things I asked hi= was: 1/no the hell was It 
that used to speak Russian in the ranks with Oswald'in tho mx.:mincs, 

. 	. 
moz.ninz musterri This subject had been discussed previously 

.that morning•whilo I was under oath, testifying before Mr. Jennor.. . 

• It had Faso been discussed when1 was interviewed by two Secret 

Service agents, shortly after the .74..sassinatIon. 

Earo,. as briefly as possiblo..is some of the detailed back 

relevant to understanding why I asked Er....ronnor this question at 

	

lunch that day, with the'emphacis on, the 	'lwas°0'. On . 

	

. 	. 	• 
Saturday_pight i  November 23. 1963. the day after the_assassinatio'n. 

of Presi§:ent Kennedy, I was'waititg tables at Arnaudcs (a well-. 
known Now Orleans restaurant in the French Quarter).. Tie head 

waiter camp up to me, and told r.o that.there were two acn who. 

wanted to sec me. The two men werofrem the UnIted States ecret 

-Service. One of them was nalzed Mr. Rice. J. do not remember the 

name of the other =an, They wanted to question rae,.and 

recollect that It was :r. Rice who did the vuestionimg. (This 

toz,:: place near midnight or the 23rd, the inidniaht betweon the 

23r4 and the 24th of Kovcsber.1963.) Ey this 17imce one day, 
afterj.ho a0,--cbsination, it was common knowledge a=ng mony.acquaintanom 

o: nine in the French Quarter that had knowi Lee Oswald while - 

I was In the Marine Corps.. I was, therefore, not suprised that 

the authorities 'involved might want to evc.ntually speak to me 

althow.h I vas sonewhat suprised at tho rapidity with which they 

had cone to see no. 	 • . 

yes, 
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=caber he had a close aogttaintance that 
-he seemed to E;et along with pretty well. 

. • 	Jonnoz.- 	In the =It? 

Er.-Thornley. Yes; but I don't '•-.eoall this =an'o 
If it vas nent4 onen  to :lc. 	,ro'b!thlv 

(Voltz= XI, paze III; e)hnals 
added) 

„ - 
9b. At this point, Mr.- Jenner. 	thesusgested the name of another 

individual as possibly the one I had in mind, butt -I rejected 

this nessibillty. (This is discussed in detail in scetion nueber II 

of thisstatement.) 

2E1.: 'immediately following that,'the publishea record roads as 

follows: 

-.•. 11,7r..lhornley.:"-oThcre was so=ebody else, and these aro 
•,- ny assesiatiens. but wh2 it was whe uv..d. • 

.Cto - tall-: Russian In the 1.anl,:s with Oswald 
in the mDrhins I don9t-1:now, but that ‘s • 
who it was. • - 

Mr. Jenner.'- 

' 	IFr. Thornley. 

'Er, Jenntr. 

Thornloy, Yen: in that 12 	sa=o respect that I 
was a friend of Oswald's. Once. az:ain, 
the em act terainolosy I I:ould use would. 
be cicso scxfsaintanoe. 

(V011=0 XI. •Pase 11)4 o...7asis addad) 

9d. The published.recora shows that thore thoa fellswfive es:chaPses 

betwociself and Mr. Jennor. I. Jenser then as:1:cd =a the question: 
. 	. 

-about.the nAna 	(previously quoted in Section 7 of this 

statement): The record reads as follows: 

• 

• 

• r, 

.11 

.Is- thic partieular man you now nentioncd 
-the as n who ocoRnienaliy tr_tIk3a Russian 
with Onwale: In the ranlls, in he the 
ran who you had in nin.:.? 
• , 

Yes. 

As I'. vin 'oeem a fL-iond of Oswaldos? 

- 	- 

A 



Nr. Thornley. 

Did-you hear of an:,bedy in the F.-Irine 
Co ):a, whose last name wrs Hidell? 

At thu time this memo was mentioned to 
oo that was---that person, whoovur it 
was•that Oswald 'se d_to speaL to in the 
XTnIra in the mornin:_; came to my mind. 
But T cant say that that was the nem°, 
and I am---of course, row,. I am very • 

.1cery that that-..-vory Uncertain as 
to over having heard the naoc Eidello  
and I doubt it very much. . 

• (Volume X.1„ pace 111 (bottom) mnd-
-. 

 
pie 112 (top) ) 	- 

9e. In, the as 	quote„"when I told Nr,. Jonner, 

nAt- tho time this name was mentioned to me...", I had reference. 

• to ny interview with the Secret Service nerr midnight of November 

.23, ?963." and the incident previously describod in Section B cf 

this statement. 

10.; As time passed)  ( from thertime I wad interviewee. by the _ 

Scorgt Service near midniGht of the 23rd, until the time/ 

testifies? before Nr. -Jenner),I was rordinz in the papers that 

71delli7,was an alims used by Oswald en *various oechsions. The 

effect of this infor-mation on no was that I came to doubt very._ 

seriously that I had ever known anyone in the Marinu Corps'namcd 

"Hidollu. Specifically, I cane to .dIsmiss my on initia/ - 

association between this name and the =anwith whom Oswald :31031:c 

Russian in the Karine Corps, at tornins muster. / did, however, 

- retain the recollection of samoonc si---eallinc to Ozweld in Rus-A;Ic_n 

at those times, and It seemed to mc that his naze startef, with an °Ha.-  

Per 	I cane to thiniz, I was oomohow makin,17 a false connection In 

ny nczory between the name Ridell and the men with whom Oswald used 
• 

• • , ' 

: • 



„.) speak Eues'an in the ran in the mornin,s at auuter. That la by 

I told Mr. Jenner; °But I canit say that that was the natle, and I 

ocarso, now, I am very leery-that that-wwv=;; uncertain 

as to ever havinG heard the nato Elden, and I doubt it very much.° 

It should also be noted that in searchim3ar pcmery for 

recollections at the Secret Service interview, I had told the two 

agents that someone who I thought night no Oswald. was Charles. 

weir.. Shortly thereafter, and well before givihz mytastimomy to 

Nr. Jennt:r, I recollected that Weir was in an entirely different 

klarinc Corps outfit. 

•Inany event, at no time did. I confuse Ueir with the parson 

that sp*e Bussian. with Oswald in the as at no--nin.2; 

lIb  Weir°s name apears in my deposition on Sze 111 of Volume XI 

when, durir&the course of the discussion, 	Jonnor suzgostoe: 

apparently en the basis of information.ho: had comecrnins my 

interviews with the FBI or Secret Service) that thiswas possibly , 
. - • 

the nacre or which I was scarohinz my memory. It was this 

to whichIHroferred In Sootion9b_of'thisstatement. (Er. Johner, 

Incidentall. said no's'', but the record' shows that I'corrocted 

him to7*Ii'.) 
	• -'• • •.- 

11c.. I clearly Indicated that this was not the can for whose aame 

I was grolAnz. The publishe2 record chowa that I cald 7  in. yart: 

but that was not the mon...At thin timo 
also I was thinkinG ofa 7-.•ossbil3 ty It 71sht'have 
been Wei and since,then I have rememberod dcfinitely 

Welr was...I don t reme=bor whether his first name 
- was Charles but I rcmember who ho 

(page 111, Voltz=o-X!; cr.V.,-sis. af4ca) 
• 

19/r In the previous quote, when I said, r'At thistirio 7.3":::^1.1s...°, I 

had reference to my interview with the Secret Service near niexlicht 

of the.2:yrd, and the incident previously describca in Sootier:-  8 

6 .  

""111Stnrw 

2 
3
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• 

A 

A 

of this stateaent. 

. 	Returning now to Cy lunch with Jonner.at the Srura= Court 

: cafeteria, I had ( as previously noted in Section 4 of this 

c 	state=nt) asl:ed Kr, Jonaert 

qlho the hell wns it that used to speak Ruoulan in the ran1:s 

with Oswald in the mornings, at morning muster?" 

• 19. Nr. Jenner then repliode - with a perfectly straight facci 

"It was Eiden". his tone, in effect, was: "You were right all 

along, it was }Udall"; bit his words were sin ply `'It was Hidell°, _ . 
istatedsimply , as a tact. 

• - Ny reaction was one of suprise, naturally, because by this 

tine I_had eoMe to accept the fact that "Bidell" was simply the name 

Oswald ,had used on variousoccasions„ and had no other significance,. 

'specifically with regard to the man who convorsed in Russian wIth 

Oswald in the ranks at morning muster. I was confused and bewilderoa, 
end that was probably obvious to Mr. Jcnner. 

 
Hr. Jennor then smiled, and,  as if to let so in on a joke he _ 

' had just played en me, sad: "ND, his name was really Hcinde“), 
in a tone .of voice that indicated to me that he (*. Jenne::) had 

Isomenterily been pulling sy  leg ,by lettinz se think that I had 
been right all along and that Eideil wa,3 the mane of that other 
.karine Tihad in mind who spoke Russian with Oswald. 

14. Upon 'hearing the name "Heine:710  (which, when prencurced as T 

• recollected It at that time,v is pronounced so that the first syl:ablo 

rhymes with "spin" rather than'"spinn") 	realized that if&tz was 

the name that I had been scarchin my .memory for in connection win 

the manyho spoke Russian &th Oswald in the ranks at morning ,-uste". 

. 15. Mils is the typo of scene that s vividly.recollcoto  at El Tors 

• Karina Basso. .Tho nen Would "fall in" in tho morning at ml.wtor. 
• ..• . • 

• • • . • 	• . 	• • 
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20-- 	Jenner said that the pee:,le ho had enjoyed tftling to 

the most wore the people in the Russian spcal:ing colony in the Dmllasi 

Fort Worth area, and Nelson Delgado, another Marino. T E;41c1 

Delmado is an excitable type of guy." Mr. Jenner said 

Xou bat ho is or something to l'ahat effect. Mr. Jennor was . 

amused by Delgadoos unwarranted excitabillty, and that is why he 

had enjoyod.speaking with him. 

20b. 'aim'. Jenner said: "Delgado thought thnt Ecindol might have 

been s spy off an agent and that Oswald was passing Information. 
- 

to him in Russian.. 

20e. This statement of Mr. Jennor indicated to me that Delgado,. 

also, had apparently remembered that Heindal used to vocaic Russian 

with Oswald. and had told this to Mr. Jenmere. 

22.r— i had absolutely no idea that "Zidell° was Heindol°s 

and did not know this until around Christ:1'as of 1965. This is discussed 
1 • 

In'Seotion 22 of this statement. Whom Nr. Jonmer,-  In resyonso 

to'mY incialrY (r Tito the hell was it.... -" eta.) ,11.2.61 said: nt 

was HideliP, and then seeing my loelz'of suprise and bowild.07-mont 

added,yfle, his name was really Eeindel", I did not get the im?rossiom 

that these names were used by t} same man. I had moidea at the 

time that 1 testified before Mr. Jenner or had lunch with him • • • 

afterwards that °Eiden°  was a nie!zname used by Ealndel. 

21b. Ihad always distine7,:ly recollected the existnnee of. these 

Russian speaking incidents between ez.::eld and this.other Marine 

at morning muster, but could not rele4lect the mam.:, c:f tho other 

mon 	 Whoa the name:"Hidoll" was menWoned by the Secret Surviee, 

. mar midnight of November 23rd, I originally - associated, this no=o 
• • • 

with that individual. This, perhaps:' etas because it started 

• 

• 
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-xV is also possible th..; I 04;ht have keownE.ein:lea.k____ 

but if so, I do not•reme::ber this now, ar,r
, did I 

at the tir.:0. I testified before Kr. Jcnnc=, 
nor dia• r at the tine • 

that Ihnd lunch with him. 

21c1  Ta no, at the time that I testfted before 7.r. Jonnor. the • 

following were two separate-  entit,ci  

WEIdoll", a name the newspapers szid Oswald used as his altas; 

. 2) The none of a Marine, whtch I could not reeolloct durint; 

ray depssition with Mr. Johner, with whom Oswald spoke Russian 

in the ranks in . the marninz5 at:muster. 
, 

reame to believe that my ossoelation of thd naao Eldon 

with this the Zarin° involved in tho Russian speal:in2; incidents •, 

Oswqld was purely onsmy part. did not know otherwise until 

.1 learned, about one and a half years laZer Soo Section 22) , that' 

• Hein:lei used the niclmamc 

21n. Whoa: Hr. Jeaner supplied the name Reindel,'he provided the ••. 

name of' the second person In these Incidents which hzd always 

clearly recollected. Dospite the fact that 	Jenner first said, 

•-"It was Ridell", before. he said, "No, his name wr-e really Eolne;e1". 

did not. Gather from this conversation with n-2. Jenne.r. what Rids" 

was a nielmame used by Eeirdcl. I merely tl--eu,I;ht that 	Jenne 
1 

• hnd sinpl'y told me the true answer the. second time, after first 

havin lizhtly jested with me 'oy protendinG for a brief moment 

that "Nidell"----tha nameI hnd come to believe was am Inco:Too::  

re::J1Icetion----wasf after all, thc naaa of the other Marino with 

who:: Oswald spoke Russian.. 	 - 

Ta my conscious knowledise, I. learned Ter the first time 

that .'2H1611" was a nickname for Heindel arouna Christ: Las of.1965. 

2n. At '..mat time, an aequaintance of nine, DAvid S. Litton, 	 1 0 
• •1. ■ •, • • . • • 

LW. ••■•., 



• . 	. 

who owns a set of the 26 veluaos or tha Uarrsn Conoission. told 

20 that Ilcindel says that he (HeIndel) used this na=0 `Tidal" 

nie2;nas2e while in the Karines. I hadrelated to David Litton my 

conversation at lunoh wqith Mr.. Jenner the day that ep.. 

22s. Lifton know that Heindel wos 	 scsathina which I. 

did not kno*a ex4;11 that time. I knew, over since the tislo of 

my convrsation with M. Jennor. that the name of 
the second party' 

in the Russian speal:Ins incidents was John Haindcl.. 
• • 

Frop.. our conversation. Lqfter apparently learned for the Tirst 

tinethatach Incidents were described in m7 testi=sny beforo . 

Er..Jenner, and I learned for the first time that Heinael3s 
. 	• 

nic:=4:0yas 	 - 

?,76.. This etatesentis divided into 25 nunbered sections,; ca=e•  

of :-hie cre divided-Into one or =era let'i.ored subsections. 

25b. Thcri aro eleven typewritten pages In this state=ent. 
. 	 : 

V3c. 	 apPear In the lower rlsht hand corner .of 

each of the elevon pages; Eylnitials also appear wherevc.-.!- 

:3y have correcited-tho' final typewritten copy of this doeUrent,„ 
. 	• 

- : 

STAT OF CALIFOESIA 
dou= OP LOS ZSGELES 

O14'Sertembr 28v.1967 before =, the undersignedi 
personally appeared 

KERRY WEHDELL THORNLE7  

:no-Am t6.7.:5 to ba the person whose nares subscribed to the 
withininstrunent ,and aclmoulodzed that he ezesutod the &Imo. 

• • 

Siznaturo 	  
- 	• 	.. 

Na::o (Typed or Printed)---  

Notary 	in and for said 	and State 

gorry Wendell Thoraley 
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