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(Continued from Page 1)

summer, 17 months before Kennedy's inauguration, and at
a time when Dwight D, Eisenhower was still President, a
Marine named Kerry Thornley had started work om a man-
uscript built around a character who would become the ac-
cused assassin of the next President of the United States
four years later, dchs :

shortly after his release from the Marines, Thormley stud-

‘fed- at USC for a while, then decided to leave school and

finish the book he had started, He left home and, with a
friend, wenf, to New Orleans, where he completed "The
1dle Warriors in February of 1962, He submitted it for pub-
lication and it was rejected twice. He put it aside for an
eventual rewrite, In-June of 1962, Oswald returned to the
United States, Kerry's parents clipped the news story about
that event, and Kerry seriously considered going to Dallas/

" -Ft, Worth to meet Oswald again, and to find out if ‘his

reasons for defecting agreed with Thornley's reasons for the
defection of Johnny Shellburn, his hero in his unpuhhshed
manuscript,

If there's any doubt in your mind that KTVT has this
telephone, instantly erase it by callmg Ft, Worth informat~
ion (area code 817-555-1212, it% a toll-free call) and ask
for Channel 11s number, . But don't tell Jim Garrison you
did it, He rnay charge you with being an accessory after
the fact

. Thornley never did go, but he crossed Oswald's pat.h a-
gain in September of 1963,

Kerry, who in the meanwhile had returned 0 California,
went back to New Orleans. Because he -had taken Spanish
in high school, he went there by bus via Mexico' City, He
amrived in New Orleans the first week in September, 1963,
Oswald was spending the last two weeks of an inuig.umg
summer there, partlmpal:mg in vanous pmvocauve left wing
actwiues. i

* Just two™weeks before Kexry s amval, Oswald had been
in a radio” debate wnh Carbs Bringuer, on the merits’ of Us

* foreign policy. = i
. The first two weeks of Kerrys stay ma.rked the last two
_v.reeks of Oswald's summer stay there,

,Kerry had not the slightest idea that Oswald was'in town

"at that time. He Jater wrote.

' "He (Oswald) was even reputedly stopping in now and then
at-the bar where I hung out., We may have passed on the
streets but, if so, we didn't recognize each other, Only
after the assassination did I learn that Oswald had been right
under my nose for over two Wee.ks" "Oswald, " by Thorn-
ley.

On the - day Kennedy was assassmated in Dallas and Os-
wald was amested as the accused assassin, Thornley, still
in New Orleans, learned for the first time that Oswald had
been there and found himse!f the possessor of an unpublished

‘manuscript which contained a study of the accused assassin

of the President of the United States, written almost wo
years- before the fact!
He testified about this before the Wanen Carnrmssmn.
He told the Commission: "I was entirely caught unaware

when it turned out that Oswald was involved in the assass-

ination, to such an extent that for some time afterwards,
1 thought he was innocent. .But as the facts came in, -as
the evidence piled up, ‘I decided there must have been
more violence in him than T. thought. 4
Thornley retitled his book "Oswald, " and completely Ie-
wrote it.»-It was: now -the: strange- stor:,ruof ‘the--crossed_paths

of . twe.:men,: the- evolutien of his iold- manmcnpt. and.an-

attempt .on Thornley's part to explain to the reader how
the Oswald he knew might have evolved into an assassin,

The new book contained certain key material from the old
manuscript, without any changes, so that the reader might
see for himself the Johnny Shellburn Thornley knew from
1959, Thomley testified before the Warren Commmsion
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attorney ' Albert Jenmer, on May 19, 1964, The published
83 page tanscript stars on page 82 of Volume 11, of the
Commission’s 26 volumes, :

The portion of Thornley's book, and his testimony, in-
which he speculates as to how the left winger he knew could -

have evolved into an assassin has deeply offended certain
critics of the Warren Report, : e

To - them, Thornley was a callous right wing Marine,
capitalizing on a relationship With a left wing patsy. It
was easy to conceive of Thomley's book as part of some
type of plot.to help create a left wing image for Oswald,
These same critics do not seem to be disturbed by the fact
that if Oswald was indeed a CIA agent, he created his own

left wing cover, and Thornley's book is as much a part of -
the objective reportage of how that cover looked at that .
time, as were: the news reports that resulted when Oswald
»defected” to Russia, or handed out Fair Play for Cuba Ht=-

erature, or debated on the radio with anti-Castro Cubans.
But the offense was felt, For at the time Thornley's book :
appeared, the anti-Commission literature which would ap-;
pear on' the national scene one year later was then in the
stage of evolution,—And-if this-literature..is comect, ‘then
Oswald was innocent, was elaborately framed, and was pro-
-bably some t¥pe of agent, e R S g
Thornley's book did very poorly, So poorly, that he re-
ceived no royalties whatsoever, and the publisher wrote him

a letter apologizing for the low sales figures and saying that

he could not afford the advertising Kerry wanted. :
" Yet to history, it is a most valuable document, For if
Oswaldwasestablishing himself as a left winger at that time,.
Thornley's reportage represents an invaluable account of how
. he appeared in the spring of 1959, And, as has been stes-
sed, some of this was written before the assassination,

1 first read Kerry’s book in June of 1965, . I, too was o-
ffended by it. I had just been put in touch with California
critics of the- Warren Commission who had convinced me
that the official assassination story was false, And, just
then, I read Kerry's book, or rather, a_series of articles
run in "The National Insider" with very grotesque headlines

implying Oswald was some type of psychotic idiot who had "

lurked in the woodwork, to come out on November 22 and
assassinate the President, Toread a book at the time which
accepted Oswald's guilt aroused me enough to attempt to
find the author and discuss the matter. It turned out that
Kerry lived nearby, and I visited him,
We spent several hours going over the evidence., He had
. never seen. any. of this material before, It blew his mind,
-and deeply . distirbed 'his girI“fiienid’ (now his ‘wife) who was
'crying\ifhgn left, * SR N
During the next two years, 1 spoke to Kemry regularly. and
got to know him quite well, = Thornley's position changed
.on the Warren report, He expressed some of -those changed

opinions in a KPFK radio interview on the Harry Pollard '

show, ' on the Joe Dolan show (summer of 1966), in a Fact

Magazine interview of Dec, 1966, and in an article he him-
self wrote for "Innovator," a newsletter he edited. The °
article was entitled: "'QOswald’ Revisited, " '

In my discussions with Thomley, back in 1965 when I first
met him, he told me about his experiences in testifying be-
fore the Warren Commission,  Oswald, he said, used to
speak Russian in the ranks at El Toro with some Marine
whose name he thought was John Renee Heindell.

This was quite surprising to me. First of all as will be
presently - explained, the name Heindel figures in the Ken-

. ‘nedy case in an important way.' Secondly, Kerry's Wamen

Commission testimony showed no such thing, although there
is.a portion where he is trying torecollect the name-of the

man who speaks Russian with Oswald, but cannot do so,

Kerry then remembered what had happened: he had recol-
lected the name afterwards; he and atrorney Jenner went out
to lunch together after his deposition and, at lunch, Jenner
provided Thomley with the name. Thornley was positive-
Jenner had given him the name he had been trying to re-
collect, e . A sk

- John Renee Heindel is a former Ma;rine who lives in New

.',.',Orleans. In.an affadavit filed with the commission, he re-

; ‘veals that his nickname in the Marines was "HideL "

"Hidel" was ‘the, name used which appears on the order |
for the "assassination rifle” which was shipped to Oswald's
post office box, and allegedly found in the Book Deposit-

~ ory. The commission said that "Hidel"” was merely an alias

" used by Oswald, ignoring the fact that a real person exists

who once knew Oswald who used Hidel as a ‘nickname. -

Since John Heidel lived in New Orleans, when the Gar-
rison probe hit the newspapers in February 1967, I had the
idea of going to Gamison with the information, - Heindel
lived right in Garrison's jurisdiction, and1 felt he might
call in Heindel for questionirdg. : M '

After all, Russian speaking Marines are pretty rare. Per-
haps he had been another "agent-in Waining" stationed, like
Oswald, at E1 Toro. : B

I called Gamrison's office several times in mid-Septémber.
1967 about this matter, as Kerry was about to move from
LA to Tampa, Fla, i e : .

On the strength of the information I had wansmitted in
the phone call, Garrison called in Heindel and questioned
him, On September 20, I spoke to the man who was per-
forming Liason work for Garrison's office. 23k

He told me that Garrison had just questioned Heindel; that

-~Gamison thought Heindel was "lying-chrough his teeth, " that*~—
i~he- had something to hide, and that the office already had
~ evidence of meetings between Heindel and Oswald at sev-

eral New Orleans bars during that summer of 1963,

Garrison wanted Kerry to come to New Orleans and “con-
front" Heindel and "identify™ him. But short of that, he:
wanted Thornley to fill out some statements summarizing
the entire incident, and send them 1o Garrison, . :
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The statements took several days to prepare.. They were
mailed to Gamison's office on September 28, 1967. Three
weeks later, Garrison was here in Los Angeles, staying at
the Century Plaza Hotel under the alias of Frank Marshall,
1 spent over 15 hours in private meetings with Garrison,
What he said and how he acted are a small story in them-
selves, ' ; |

suffice it to say, that 1 have never seen a man sO ut=
terly frightened, and so convinced that he was constantly
followed, bugged, etc. If a man walked by with a brief-
case, Gamison would point to him and whisper, "That'’s an
FBl agent,” Any skeptical looks on my part were greeted
with: "I know, I once worked for the bureau, "

During one. of our conversations, Garrison told me that
his office had established an ironclad link berween Ruby and
Oswald, As evidence, he cited the fact that a Fr, Worth
telephone number PE 8-1351, was listed in Oswald’s address .
book and also was found on Ruby's phone bill "Astonished, .

1 went home and checked it out, That telephone number '

as clearly indicated' in Oswald's address book, is television

station KTVT, Channel 11, Fort Worth Texas. . . -
At the end of the book Johnny Shellburn defects to Russia, :

1 confronted Garrison with this the next day. He became - . 2
very truculent and amnoyed. : g -

*David, stop arguing the defense,” he would say.

"But what does it mean, Jim?" 1 demanded. "Is there. .
someone at the TV station whom you can prove knew both . °
men?" "It means whatever the jury decides it means,” he .
said, adding that "Law is not a science,” : e

. Finally, 1 asked: - "But what do 'YOU think, Jim? What .
is the TRUTH of the matter. " £ e
" His answer is one I will never forget, He said, with
considerable annoyance and contempt, "After the fact, there

' is ONLY what the jury decides."” AR

From what I have seen in the Thornley case, this state- ol
ment explains much of what has happened. It is a conven- .
ient and accurate synopsis of Jim Garrison's approach to .
fact-finding, truth-finding, and justce, FAlail o

Meanwhile, Garrison spent much time explaining to me
that he wanted to get Kerry to come to New Orleans and

" "identify” Hendel.. He then wanted to call Heindel before
the Grand - Jury, have him swear under oath what he had
told him in his office (that’he did not know Kemy) and
then prosécute Heindel for perjury. - Thus, Garrison had a
theory, provided by me, about Thomley’s involvementin
the assassination. D S :

Garrison may seriously hurt innocent people before he re-
aches the end of his own rope, and becomes a laughing
stock, Does it really matter if he “means well” if, in his
own bumbling way, he inflicts severe. damage on a single
innocent individual? gk Ly ' b D :

It is not possible for the DA to be "just mistaken” on
Thanley, A fork in the road has been reached, for those
who want to judge Mr, Garrison, Either Garrison now con-
viets Thornley (and he just might) or he backs off, i
" If he convicts him, I think that enough information will
come out to show any objective observer that Garrison's
Thornley theory makes no sense and is a creature of his
mind, his ego, and the false Oswald theories of Harold
Weisberg. : . A

On the other hand, if Garrison drops charges, or a jury
frees Thomnley, Garrison will go down with a thud, -The
statements he has already made about Thornley, the charge
for -perjury u-the arraignment g -these are events that haye al- ..
ready passed, . They cannot be undone.” To reject the
Thornley affair is valid aste indict Garrison as a reckless,
irrational, even paranoid demagogue, :

Garrison’s foot is too far into his mouth on-this' one,
Someone recently expressed the opinion that the only thing =
that will save him is either a false conviction, or a can of
raspberry flavored Desenex. E 0 :



" by KERRY THORNLEY
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among his admirers,

So I went to New Orleans feeling that if Mr, Garrison
-wWas sincere and that if he was not simply criminally in-
competent, the explanation for his press-conference attack
on me must - if I was not being framed by whoever REALLY
committed the assassination - lie after all in that, by re-
fusing to co-operate with him voluntarily, 1'd challenged
his ego to a duel of some kind, I now felt the thing to
dowasto get on his trip with him, his adrenalin bummer,
and gently and tactfully help him down out of his paranoid
hang-ups about me - just as I had been helped out of mine
about him, _ :

When [ was there I did everything I could to avoid a clash
of egos, 1 made excuse after excuse for Mr, Garrison, I
explained to his investigators how I understood that they
might be suspicious of me, and whenever they claimed to
have wimesses to ficticious happenings, I made every at-
tempt to offer suggestions as to how and why such witnesses
might be mistaken through no fault of theirs OR mine. In
order to prove to them my good will in this matter, I made
repeated offers to submit to lie derector tests, questionings
under truth serum, and examination under hypnosis, 1 fur-
ther pointed out many lines of investigation by which they
could prove to themselves the truth of my asseftions on rel-
evant matters, On top of all this, 1 made what I thought
was the most creative and constructive suggestion of going
.out and rounding up everyone still in the Quarter who'd as-

sociated with me during the critical time period cf Sep= -

tember 1963, inviting them to attend a brain-storming ses-
sion in Garrison's office in front of Garrison's eyes, in or-
der that these many dozens of individuals and' I - plus any-
- one Mr. Garrison might want to throw in - could endeavor
to reconstruct my activities on a day-to-day, hour=by=hour
basis, (Mr. Sciambria, who has apparently been assigned to
my investigation and who acted as a go-between between
me and The Greatest Man In America Today, told me that

Garrison was not interested in accepting this particular offer -

"because he thinks you are lying or holding something back,
or somethi.ng'.) I also offered, in answer to a question by
Mr. Sciambra, to stay in New Orleans indefinitely, at the
five-dollar-per-day "expenses provided by law, in order .to
co-operate in whatever way was desired in further examin-
ation and investigation of my case, Not a single offer
I made or agreed to was accepted,

Now as I've indicated I don't regard paranmoia as necess=
arily a manifestation of insanity in the particular State so-
ciety in which "we all live, and from what Mr. Sciambra
and other of Garrison's men told me, there seemed to be
any number of what Big Jim would out of the corner of his
mouth call "interesting coincidences" linking me with his
conspiracy theory., (As it turned out, many of these - in-
cluding the one which most blew my mind because it seem-
ed most incriminating - fell apart under independent re-
search later.) But just how do you confront absolutely rigid
Total Paranoia?

There would be no point in even attempting here to cov-
er all the bizarre details of my direct dealings with Garris=
on's crew in February of ‘this year, but I want it on the
record that I came away almost certain that no deliberate
Second Cover-up was being fabricated by the New Orleans.
District Attorney and his staff,

Jim Garrison radiates the vibrations of a sincere man who,
whatever reservations one may have about his abilities to
do so, appears genuinely interested in solving the Kennedy

assassination, Further, the hysteria which prevails among

his workers would, if faked, certainlvrate at laser an Annd-

emy Award, N top of which it is only fair to add that
while Mr, Garrison is indeed a powerful Louisiana DA with
a somewhat dubious record from the standpoint of the arch
civil libertarian, he is neither a machine politician nor the
sort of man known far accepting bribes,

On the other hand - even though he claims to be a DA
whose sympathies are always on the side of the individual
against the State, he does not for reasons of conscience
which ought logically to extend from such feelings, appear

to be on the verge of renouncing his political career or even .
of resigning his commission in the National Guard.  Still,
as he is quick to point out, there are certainly no obvious
or immediately foreseeable political advantages in the course
he IS following,

One formerly pro-Garrison Commission critic is now of
the opinion that Mr, Garrison's actions can be explained by
giving him credit for an unusual amount of stupidity com-
bined with an ailing ego which finds nourishment eaming
the dubious admiration of the more reckless and less respon-
sible members of the critical community, "On the other
hand, " this individual remarked to a formerly pro-Garrison
reporter over the phone recently, "maybe he's just nuts, "
The reporter said that in the past he had himself been re-
luctant to consider this because it seemed just to simple,
"...but I must admit it's a hypothesis- which accounts for
all the known facts, " :

That there are unknown facts, which cannot be revealed
until Clay Shaw goes on trial, is something of which the
Goosestepping Garrisonites have made much - certainly too
much when, like Elliot Mintz, they have aserted (without -
themselves knowing) that Mort Sahl in his capacity as one
of Garrison's investigators KNOWS who committed the Ken- -
nedy assassination, etc. Once upon a time there prevailed
in the Great American Underground the civil libertarian pre-
mise of innocence until guilt was proven. Today those who
stand by this principle of old are accused of, yes, PRE-
JUDGING GARRISON!!!  Apparently Anglo=-Saxon law ;-
plies to those accused of lesser crimes than Presidential as-
sassination, with Roman Law coming into operation for ac--
cused comspirators and known rightwingers. How this court-
room cheering section is able to distinguish- itself from the
mob outside the Texas Theatre in Dallas might make a
good theme for a masters thesis ‘on the psychological roots
of American fascism, .

The best argument I have heard for the theory that Gar-
rison is both sincere AND right - in spite of screwball "cork=
screw codes"-and post-office=box parapoia - is that after so
much floundering around he could not possibly have failed

~ to ‘uncover something somewhere, Personally I wonder if
‘he didn't have this same optimistic ace-up-the-sleeve hope

in mind when, one year and a haK-dozen theories ago, he
announced having "solved” the assassination, What this as-
sumes, however, is some measure of competence on the
part of a criminal investigator who has, in my own exper=
lence, so far only succeeded in making Fearless Fosdick
look like Sherlock Holmes.

A man who: "never discusses his cases with anyone, " Jim
Gamison let it become an open secret in the critical com-
munity shortly after my armest that he was toying with the
possibility that. I might be the Second Oswald,

This should not have come to me as the surprise it did,
I was misled, I guess, by Mr, Garrison's comments on the
Second Oswald in the Playboy interview, as‘hese did not
apply to me. Further, I reasoned that - contrary to all ap-
pearances - some kind of gesture toward an investigation
aimed at finding out the facts (instead of persuading pow
tential witnesses of my guilt) had been made or was being
made,

But T should have realized that on the last day of my
forced participation in the Battle of New Orleans, Assistant
District Attorney Jim Alcock's joking about there being a
slight physical resemblance between me and Lee Oswald,

to.which I readily responded in good humor, was not sim-
=t 2d1a . Giandlr shatrer



THE GENTLEMAN ABOVE IS mnn moanm'f...l.oox MUCH LIKE A DOUBLE OF LEE HARVEY OSWALD TO YOU?_

I must admit, though, he did make it rather pomr.ed fin- dering when they were going to handcuff me and escort me
ally coming right out and saying, with a grin, "Maybe you re through the basement of the police building, :
the Second Oswald, " What are Garrison's motivations? Why don't you ask Mr.
"I FEEL like the Second Oswald, " I snapped back, won- ‘Garrison?




