David Lifitow/Kerry Thornley, larohd Weisbarg 5/20/93

re some matsrials in Sylvia Heogher's "Documents and feople" folder (4C)
In th- course of the hasty sldmming to debtermins whether that file should be copied in

- . . »n .
Yeoimman's roquest I spotted my nome in the attoched sestarsl and without

rocoonse o ~oger
reading them had copies hade, ‘hat was :,re:;terday. f{‘.eading theon today I am.renﬁ.ndq‘. by the
firsy Y've rood, the Lifton latter to Arnold Levine, In Tampa, FL, of 5/21/68 (I presune
Eerry Thornley's lauyer), I am rominded again of Lifton's utter irrespondible, his pro-—
fessional incompetence, his determination to 5@1:6 all the trouble pos:ible for others,

end his unendins jumping to unvarr:nted conclusions that come only fpon his emalted self-
concept and ignorance. Which he has no intérest in correcting.

The background for this, and I would profer no distribution for a while because it
can refloct wnfairly on Thorndey, Lifton's chum of that eef and aarlier, is that the
purposs vaB the exact opuosite of the on2 that from his selfsconceived onmrgcionce Lifton

“pe There should be much morce than I_ nov recall that is relevant on file,

then Garrison's chiof inve-.:tigator, Jouis Ivon, lerned I was abput to go and inter-
view the late Douglad dones, then of the “ones Printing Co., whoch pri.mﬁed the leaflets
Geweld distributd) ffvon asked tio things of me. One that I take the mon who Garrison had
hired as a nou-city employee, "Bill Boxley," with ne Jand that I make a clandestine tape of
the interview. *n roturn he s::i?ilo's send us with a driver, a detective, in an unmirked
car. I'd never made a clandstine tapef.\of any interviev and was not equipped to do that.
Iyon gave me o Samsonite atbtact crse with one of the :e;%f casssette _'t‘.ape recorders in it,
a Horelco. It was a primitive and en inadequate rig. There was no way of turning it én or
of other than by fopening the attgche case, which would have disclosed it. Having no real
chpice, when the car stopred necry Jones! place of busginess I turned the machine on. Fron
then tntil the end of that side of th +ade I had only 30 minutes, Boxley did and said
nothing and I had also fo carry my own and very heavy attache case. I fiared it would look
susplicious, having two attache coses one of uhich I did not open.

But 'Jones vas able to stop what he was going and we were not interrupted. ily sole pur—
voze in spoaldng to him, as the Warren Commission did not, was to ask him about that print
job and tho men who left the order and/or picked it up. .

I had a real figtful of pictures& probably abeut 100 Joj?” them from all around the
country, including a nwiber of pelice mug shols one of which was of Oswald.I told Jones
that if he believed that after the pascing of all that time he felt he could not make a
positive identification would he plesse indicate any piéture or pictures that most closely
reaembled h-e}';;m who either placed the order of 1):?.01-:0# the finished job up.

Hig swall print shop was a short ditance doun thz street from the feily Cotfee Co., vhere
Usurld worked briefly the late spring and eorly sumuer of 1963. The building was &ince

destroyed o a reconstruction of the arca, including a new federal building. Jones later



e

“ drouned id Ilurricane Carille, when he was down on the Gulf coasts

Jones selocted as ©

‘nov iecall four difierent picture of Herry W. Thornleyg}_ who had
gerved @rielly in the some ieorines unit i: which Os. 1d wassi as I now ecall at Santa Ana,
CA, near San Dif:g;o;} while Cewald was bein: discharged over his phony claim to his mother's
need for hin to support her. (Instead he left on the trip that ended in the USSR. )
In one of those picturcs Thornl-y had o bonrd but Janes nonetheless selected that
picture, too. e rejected the New Yrleans volice mug shobs of Oswald.
I question ixlm about his selection and he peruisted in tho belief that those differ@
ont nicture: of lj-‘l-mrnle:-; most closely resembled the man who picked the leaflets upe
When ve got baclk to the office Soxley disputed that Jone: had selected only Thornley
of all those pictures as the man who nost cJ.osa-l'g reeerbled the man wh® pickedd that
Job up. uhen he pervsisted in the lie I got the tape end gave it to rml e played it and
Doxley anologized. Ivon asked to keep the tope and thsn it suffered a mysterious disappesr—
cnee.
In one of those pictures, withount a‘merd and L think the cleavest of them, Thornley's
part was on eéhe side of the head,opposite the picture of Oswald. One pessibility is that
tha negative was ppinted backward. In ony event, with the hairline and part possibly im—
portant, the iwmportance including exculpating Tlﬁmley) I wanted to compare the two
1.:icturc:-)uith that of T:c‘)rnle:;r roversed to have the part on ths sore side of th hcqg& Osviald
id in thoe picture being compared.

(>R

I shpuld, I think, note that I regard “hornley as a bad person. Bebor: going farthur
with this Lifton stupdity snd incompetence I state that what qones told me indicated I
should male gome investization of Tho:ruley. in the cowrse of :.i, I obrained originalf of
so.e very Masty self-disclosures in letters he had written. I,; one, for Xample, he boasted
of almost pushing both eyves out ol the head of a man who had prot:.;ested/ﬁornley's abuse
of a young voman. by was not bright as well as not nice, with crezy polif-ic.al and other
bzliefs.

Barticularly after that experience with Poxley and the mysterious disappeara:née of
tﬁhat tape fron the chief investigator's offjce, I was uneasy about getting Garrison's
photographer to do th» job. Because L lmﬁwcombi clecid;fed to urite him. Isked Ivon if ¥

ho had a ffke typewriter because ny handeriting is illegi'b%. He did not but he told me to
dictate what I wante! to ask Hewcomb to a pool secretary, Lorreine LeBoeuf. Lyon kmow what
I was going to aslk liewcomb.

Ijleft and the next thing 1 lmew Lorraine gave me a copy of what she had mailed to
Heucor# She had writien that mn th DA's letterhead, M Plith ’

4s I now recall I did not tell Hewc '.:‘ne reason I wanted the hairlines reversed but
I think T did tell him it was for purposes of coumparison with the Csuald picturc.

“he next thing I lmeW/[lifton had launched a false and defanatory compaign in the

Los dngeles undeground press. 1'*cabody else cared about it and it was silly and false as he



E‘fold the s.’cory..

This latter to Thorniey's lawyer is one in which Lifion unde;rtalcesm tell the
f_la:-rycr what he should do and in which he Secks to make himself important, without the
- sligient lmovledge of what was iu'!;endeq’ and yet makes serious ?%.lsc clmr{?%%_
vublic, :
I note That in Lifton's 5/9/68 he kecps refering to my wanting Hewcomb to "alter"

it in

the picture:s for ginister purpose. What I did went to fnow is did Thornley look like
Osuald or could he be made to lock lilke him, I have no recollection of any mrlier ﬂtters
about this on my oun letterhoad and it is Mt inportant enouglﬁr‘t tale the time t/c{ Be,

Later tha' yeor Gar:;ison J:velcped an intercst in my Yones interview of which the tape
disapprared fron the chmmf investigator's office, one of the ressons for my apprhension
especially with Boxley, in Whiom I had no confidence at all ¥ invulved’.’g?"shen 'ﬁ-ones had been
ulosed up by the redelopment teidng his property. Dut his former sec;‘etary/;:a.s:sistaug liyra
Silve1;} asked lhin to her home in Hetarie, almost part of Neu Yrleans but in th next
parish, Jefferosn, and Andreu (Lioo)Sciambm, the most junior of the assistant district
attorneys and the one with whom Garrison spent most 'timEe,\hgnt along. /‘7; drove us in his car.

Using my ovn tape recorded and this time keeping ths tape L inte;wieued both together
and seporately, and eash wont .overfi;?ua same pictuz‘es,maepen_amly.

@“ﬂ}ﬁclec%ed the same picturs of ‘rhornley as the one most closely resembling the man
vho picle@ those le-flets up snd both were firm in insist@.ng that it had not been Osuald.
Lfn: vefors they thoy vere quite: familiar #ith Osuald's picture, as the whole world was.

I?f Was :mﬁ romains incre:y@ble to me that é—::rrison did nothing to try to investigate
that any Hozbet/esmcially befause he had charged whornley with perj ury. They were not
really competent f:l.n that kind of investigation, although I h_awp_a no r€ason to dolbt that
the professional police investigators assigned to Zszz'rison's z;f 3:‘:‘1_.ce were not competent in
normal police matterss ) i

So the matter remains unresolved and it may be +that the c¥azy, uninformed and wrong=
headed Idfton iMtrusion moy be what Hipped the scale and sugcested to Garrison that he could
expect more public complaint if he did invesTigate r‘L'hornle:,f with this iifton Tabricated
propaganda that Tho:mley vas being framed and that I had gisrcpresented msyself as on
Garrison's staff, L

Trom what L lmow of J‘hornley) getting involved with Oswnld in something that could
crzate a stir might be attractive to him, On the/other hand, he testified that once he red-

baited Oswald at Santa dna, Oswald had ﬁ¥othim nors to do with hin,

He



