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Sims Ies been s homicide detective since 1957. He was with Fritz at the Trade Mart
et the time they le:rned of the President's azsassination, sbout 12:40 ps. He
went to the hospitsl, whers Chief Curry sent him back to the Book Depository.

Sims is snother case of s msn who remembers nothing, is not asked searching
ques;tiona to find out whether in fact he does remember anything, or why he doesn't
remember enything. He is exceedingly careful to say nothing involving any super-
lor, He remembers Oswsald was questioned, he remembers he questioned Oswold, he
remembers none of the questions he asked end none of the esnswers Oswald gsve. On
such things es Oswsld's 1ife in Russie which he admits Oswald discussed, he remem-
bers none of the detsl 1s, He remembers Oswsld talksd sbout his wife but doesn't
remember a thing Oswsld said sbout bher. At no point d;: as eny of the members of the
Conmission's staff who exsmine him, and there sre three, think thet his lack of '
memory is at sall unususl, especially in a trained men, like 2 detective, a'x;d es-
paeiallﬁahmt such en incident. The President doesn't get as;lasainﬂted in bgllas
every day. But Sims is éboalutely consistent . He remembers absolutely nothing.
He had a few notes which it turns out were made subsequently, and the notes he
made at the time were destroyed, snd fram these he csn recsll dates and descrip-
tions of people and things like thet,

Even a man with a bad memory would remember some thing. Those thin-s he
couldn't answer by ssying he didn't remember, he enswered by saying he didn't
know. He said he kept no notes of any of the interrogations. Nor was he ever
asked why.

Nonstheless, thore sre significent elements in Sims' testimony hsving to
do with the manner in which Oswald was treated, with the menner in which he was
ident ified, end the gueastion of Oswald's rights, both legsl end cifil., There sre

elso & few things 1 conamider odd thet I will point out 8s I go throurh his testi-

mony pege by pege.
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Sims is =0 absolutely crmsistent in his failure to recell that even things

that, without doubt, he absolutely did recsll, he docsn't rezall end he is not

asked sbout them. For example, there 1is no doubt thet s homicide detective in
Dallas was well scquainted with both the Secret Service snd FBI agents stationed
in thot eity. Yet he does mot recall their names as participants in interrogs-
tlons of Oswald.

The polics aspecisl service ureeu is identifisd by Sims as "a combinstion
of viece, narcoties, snd undercover work,"

He sesyas theot when they got to the Yepository Bidg., they rot on the frant
elevator, a pessenger elevaetor, went up to sbout the third floor end then went to
the back of the building and got on the freight elsvotor. He said they noted
officers on all floors as they proceeded. He said they stopped off on the second
floor. Then they kept on going up, "but snywsy we got off at the seventh floor

At no point is he ssked why the chief of homicide snd his asssistant, cer-

teinly knowing that the shoss reportedly csme fram the sixth floor, possibly from
the fifth floor, went %0 the seventh instead, The only floors .lpeciﬁcally not
mentiomd by detective Sims are the fifth and the aixth. Would not the most
like ly plsce for them to hawe proceeded immedistely hawe been the sixth floor?

They were on the seventh floor when they heard the shout announeing the
discovery of the smpty cartridges on the sixth. (p.160) They went to the sixth
floor, using the elsvator to go down the one flight. There they found the empty
dartridge shells as described by other witnesses, They were assured the shells
were as they had been on discovery. He doesn't remember whether Day or Studebsksr
took the picturss. He doesn't remember i £ they both hed cameras, But he knows
pleturecs were taken. When the rifls was found:

"Yr, Sims. Then, we went over to where the rifle was found.

ir, Ball. Did you sese the ri fle¥
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Mr. Sims. 7Yes; I saw the rifle.

Mr. Bgll, Where was the ri fle?

Mr. 5ims, It was laying there near a stalrway, partislly covem:d by some
paper.” (p.l181)

I want to point out two things about this: First, thet vhen Sims Bk is
specifie, which he rarely is, be sald that the rifle was "psrtially covarzd by
sane paper”. Uf caurse, he could be wrong, but if he is right, the plctures are
wrong. Second, here we have enother officer who clembered all over the boxes,

We know that 2.’::; dad, we know that Boone did, we know that Studebsker did to the
degras :::'the photographed parts of his body in teking the pletures, we know that
nevtgrual photographers dld, snd it would seem to be gpretty safe assumption that
wé;tmn did. Whethar or mot anyone else did, didn't this destroy any opportunity
;f taking fingerprints? I heve still seen no testimony on whether or not finger-
prints were tsken in this srea. Sims saw the photogrepbs of the rifle being taken,
tut b is um ble to say who took them. A% thils point, he returned to city hsll.
(p.161)

Note that in the following excerpt he is not asked another importsnt gques-
tion, a seemingly central one, "Wheni™:

"Mr, Bsll. Did you ever see a psper bag?

Mr. Sims. Yell, we saw some wrappings - brown wrspping thers.

Mr. Ball, TWhere did you sce 1t%

Mr, Sims, It wes thers by the hulls.

Mr. Ball, Wes it right there neasr the hulls?

Mr. 5ims. As well ss I remembsr - of course, I ddn"t pay too much atten-
tion at th:t time, but it was, I belleve, by ths emst side of wharz the boxes wese
piled up - thet would be a guess - I believe that's whoere it was." (p.162)

Why would a homicide datective, one who is supposed to be skillled end

trained, say, "of course, I ddn't pay much attention ..." with regard to the bag,
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which the Commission and presumably the police regard as Xha central plece of
piece of evidence? Especislly is this trus in the ;ﬁtof a response a couple
of sentences later, "when the wrepper was found Csptein Fritz stationed Johnson
#nd Montgomery ... " These ere police officers who he said were told to stay
thers, Of himself, he ssid, "I waes going bsck end forth, from the wrappar to the
bulls,"” So he, too, immedistely considered the wrapper of signiflcance., But with
ell of this, especially the traffic from the empty cartridges to the wreuper, he
didn’t notice anything about the boxes piled up by the window, which were in be-
tween the two plsces, snd the two places were, to begin with, very close together.

They got back to eity tmll about 2:15, having first stopped off to see the
sheriff who bad saked for an interview with Capt. Fritz, Mesnwhile, two police
officers had been ststioned to protect both the cartridge shells and the wrapper.
He helped Lt. Day in picking up the hulls, es he puts 1t. Note that when this
was done is ot at this point seked. It is confused in the testimony with the
return to city hall, (p.l62) |

Sims doesn't remember 1f Lt, Day took cherge of the hulls, and "I dn 't
remember if he took them in h;u pessession then or not." He says he picked them
up end put them in en envelope Lt. Dey held open. Aigked, "You didn't tak; them
in your possessicn, dd you%", he replied, "No, s r; I don't bellieve I did.”

Larry, note that all of them give di ffemnt snd contradictory testimony
shout what happemed to the cartridges, at that time certainly the only tangible
evidence they had, hence, the most importemt evidence they had. Subsequehtly, all
changed thelr stories about who did whast with the shells when, who had them or
didn't heve them. This includes 3ims, too.

On their return 'o city hall, they were informed of the spprehension of
Oswald. (p.16%) He sew Oswnld fr the first time about 2:20 p-m. They then gzo

into the first interrogation. He reeslls Hostiy and bgokhout, the two FBI men, by

name snd a8 being there, DPut thet 1s all he remembers:
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"Mr,., Ball. Did you make notes of what was seid at that time?

Mr. Sims. No, sir; I didn't.

Mr. Ball. Did your partner, Boyd, mske notes, do you think?

Mr, Sims. I don't know if he did or mot,.

Mr, Ball. Do you have an:;hing from which you can refresh your memorfy as
to what was ssid in thet interrogstion:

Mr, Sims. No, sir.

Mr. Pell., You have mme memory of what was said, don't you?%

Mr., Sims. Well, mt the exact wording or the exact questions.

Mr, Bsll., Give us your memory of thes substance of what was said there at
thet time.

Mr., Sims. #ell, I couldn't say that. I knmow that it consisted of his
nsme and where he lived snd things of thet nsturs, snl where ha worked,

Mr. Ball. Now, %tell us sall you csn remembsr, aven thouzh it 1s not com-
plete, just tell us as much ss you cen remember?

Mr., Sims, I don't remsmber - I know, like I say, he ssked him his name
snd shere he worked snd thinss of that nature.

Mr., "all. Did they ssk him whether or not he had killed Tippit?

Mr., Sims. Yes, sir; I believe he did.

Mr. %ell, What did be say?

Mr. Sims. He said, 'No."

Mr. Dell. Did they ssk him 1f he had shot the Fresident:

Mr., Sims. I don't remember now what - I wouldn't want to say for sure
whst questions he did ask him.

Mr. Ball. Who did the questioninz?%

Mr. Sims. Captain Fritz.

Mr. Bell. Did enyone elss2 ask him questions®

Mr, Sims, Well, I dn't ¥now if they did or not,
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Mr., Ball., Did you ask him sny que stions%

Mr. 5ims. No, sir." (p.184)

He also doesn't remember whether Uswald was handcuffed, dossn't remember
Wwhethe r Oswald complained sbout being hendcuffed with his bonds uncomfortsbly
behind his back, (p.164)

He now says that they went into Capt. Eritz's orfice at 2 and steyed there
with Oswald until the first showup at 4:05, but he doesn't recall whether Oswald
was in Capt. ¥Fritz's office all the time or had, for part of the time, been in
the interrogation room., He says he talked with Oswald after the time of the show-
up, but doesn't remember anything about it, but then he remembers the snfe things
and ssys he asked Oswald, later, about his Jife in Russie and about his military
service. PBut he docen't remember smythine Oswald said on these sub jects., He then
makes this comment about the thinzs Oswald talked about: "I - well, I don't know
= I beve talked to him both places, ami I don't know = I know he wouldn't talk at
all sbout the assessination of the President of of Officer Tipplt, mt he would
telk ebout his 1ife in Russia and some thinses over here end sbout his family and
things." (p.165)

Asked about Oswsld's comment on Russia, Sima replied, "Well, he said he
worked in & factory end he liked everything over these except the weather.,” Oswald
hardly said enything like thet., He may not heve liked the weether, but it is
sbundantly clesr, end Oswald was alweys willinz to talk aboit, the many aspects
of 1life in the Soviet Union thot he detested, I have not seen s reference sny
plsce to sny favorable comment on this sub ject by Oswald, The fact is that he made
oublic speeches against the Sovi et Union. Sims's suddes recollection after the
long series of failures to romember that precade snd follow the ststement male his
motive in recalling this fslse ststement suspect.

He conducted the first lineup =t sbout 4:05. (p.18s)
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First there is a general discussion of the lineups or showup (they use the
terms interchangeably) with a deseription of the room and thin~s of that sort.
Then Bell asks, of the people in the lineup, "How were Lhey dre;sadi" Hs gats mo
anawer end st this point he seeks no other snswer, They were all handcuffed to-
gether. It turns autr that, in the first limeup, 3 were policemsn or employess of
the police departmeat snd the 4th wos Omwald. Oswald here was in ths No., 2 posi-
tion., It turns out that, insofar es Sims testifies about Osweld's positiocn in the
lineup, he was slweys in the No. 2 position. It 1s interesting to note thut when
the witnesses testify sbout havimg identified Osweld, they slweys refer to him in
the same mammer: "I pick No. 2." This is mt the only unususl sspect of the
lineup, ™t it is an sbasolutely certain mesns by which witnesses could mentify
the proper man, had there been any such influencds st work. (p.167)

After a brief deseription of the police personnel who were in the lineup
with Oswald, there is some fruitless convarsstion about questions asked during ths
lineup. This exchange with respact to Osweld follows:

"Mr. Zell. Did hae protest any?

Mr, Sims. No, sir.

Mr, Pall, Did ha say that he hed a Teshirt on snd no one else had a T=
shirt on?

Mr, Sima., No, sir; nmow, I think the showup that I @idn't conduct ths naxt
dey, I telieve he refused to answer questions or sald something ebout a T=-shirt
or something," (p.l68.

This is in camnplete sccord with Osweld's compleint to the police as re-
flected in the interrogation report printed in the eppendix to the report. It is
elso consistent with what follows. The police always hed Uswald distinctive. As
8 matter of fect, the questiong{ does not come up at any point im any of the in-

terrogution, but Oswsld wos the only battered and bruised men in the linsup.
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The abeve was quoted from p.168 snd what follows from DPP.169-70 is without

onission of any kind:

"ir,
Mr.

Mr,

w11,
Sims.
Ball.
Sims,
Bell.

Sinms.

Ball,
Sims,
Ball.

Sinms,

Vere these men honiocuffed at this time?
Yes, sir; they were handcuffad.

Tere they dreased the seame?

I believe oo; yes, sir,

Were they dressed differently then Uswald?

Yes; I know they didn't have the color of clotheef on or thingzs

Did they have tles on?
Idon't recall if they did or not.
Oswold had a T-shirt on, didn't he?

He had on a brown shirt, some kind of a brown shirt, snd he had

a vhite T-shirt on undernesth that.

Mr,
Mr,
Mr,

Mr,

Bﬂllo
Sims.

Ball.

Undernesth thet?
Yes; undernesth that,

His clothes were rou-her looking than the other men?%

Sims, Well, I don't imeglne thet be would be dressed ss nice as the

officers were, as far ss their clothes." (pp.l69-70)

There are 2 further significent excerpts from p.l70 which follow:

"Mr,

ducted the

I Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Sims.

second

Ball,
Sims.
Bel l.
Sims,.
Ball.

Sims,

fell, the second showup, I'm not positive, but I believe I con-

showup."

* M & & K
Now, ¢lve us the order of the second showup?

Numbered the same for the second showup.
The mame numbers’

Yeos, sir.

The same men?

Same men snd asme numbers.” (p.l70
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Thersafter they elimineted the 2 policemen, tut kept the jeil clerk in the
lineup. When asked on this occasion who was the second man in the lineup, Sims
replied, "No., 2 was Lee Harvey Uswald.” (p.171) On ths question of Oswsld 's dress
at ths time:

"Mr. Ball. Wes he dressed differently then the other three at that timeg

Mr. Sims, Well, he wss dressed differantly but I don't know - how differ-
ently he was dress-d.

Mr. Bell, Whst did he have on?

Hr. Sims. He sti1l hed on the same clothes he was arrested in, so far ss
I know,

Mr, Bell. Inall three showups he hed on the same clothes you described
be fore?

Mr, Sims. I believe he did." (p.l72)

It thus becomes clesr from the testimony of the policemsn who, at least
in pert, wes in cherge of the lineup, that the police did wha t they could to make
the identi ficetion of Usweld as close as possible to sutomstic,

After the first exchsnze on the lineup, they return to the interrogation.
(p.188) Predictably, Sims did not recall the nsmes of the FBI or Secret Service
8gents who participated. He sgain is consistent in his laeck of recollsction:

"Mr. Ball. Did you meke eny notes of what wae seid st that time’

Mr. 5ims. No, sir; I mever did meke sny notes of sny of the interrogation.

Mr. Ball. Do you remember anythingthat wes said at 4:20%

Mr. Sims. No, sir; I couldn't,

HMr. Ball. Do you tave sny memory st all?

Mr., Sims, No.

Mr. Bell. Could you -ake eny kind of en attempt to testi:y to what you
heard thers?

Mr., Sims. No, sir; I coulin't say for sure what was said or what he told
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Captsin Fritz or the agents either."” (p.169).

Thereafter, Sims, sdmitting, "Well, I know a good meny of them here, "
8t11l insists he doesn't remsmber which FBI or Searet Service egen ts wers thers,
(pel69)

Ball switches to Sims' report 1n which "you mentioned thet a murder com-
plaint was sizned by Fritz thet evenirg’™ Sims saye he and Oswald were both
present (p.170), 8s was Justice of the Peace Dave Johnston and Asst. District
Attorney P11l inderson, as well as Detective Boyd, Sims® partner, There was con-
versetion between the officials snd Oswald and Sims remembered none of it. There-
after, there was sn;l;:thar interrogotion interrupted briefly by another ah;::wup, ﬁnd
this time, with the questions by an FBI agent, Sims remembered and glves his name,
But thet 1s all he remembered: .'

"Mr. Ball, Now, at 7:30 sndFBI sgent ceme in, didn't he, according to your
records’ ;

Mr, Sims. TYes, sir; st 7130 - we set in the office ith Oswald and My,
Chements of the FBI ceme in and interrogated Dsweld.

Mr. Ball. You and Poyd wers there?

Mr. Sims. Yes, sir.

Mr, Ball., What did Clements ask him?

Mr. Siﬁs. I don't remember the questions he ssked him.

Mr. Ball.e Did you hesr what Oswald said?

Mr, Sims. Yes, sir; but I don't remember what the answers were," {p.171)

at for the

Aprarently Osweld wasn't completely searched/first, either,#8¥/Ff)F testi-
mony reads,

"Mr. Ball. Now, during this time, or sometime during this period - smme-
time between these three showups, you searched Uawald, didn't you?

Mr. Sims. The first one; yes, sir.

Mr, Ball. And thst was what time?
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Mr,

Simﬂt

It was 4:05, I believe, but I will heve to check my record hare

and see (checking his record referred to).

Mr.
Mr.

Mr,

Mr,

Ball,

S1ins.
Ball.

Sims,

Ball.

Mr, Sims,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Ball.
Sims.
Ball.
Sims,

Ball.

the room outside,

Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr,
Mr,

ir.

Mr.

Sims.
BAll,
Sims.
Bsll.
Sima.
Ball.

Sim-

Thet was after the sscond showup?
No, dir; the first one.
After the first showup%
showup.
It was before the first wkmpxsxctiecir®iy
It wea before the first showup = the 4:05%
Yes, sir.
after
And that wegd/the first interrogetion?
YSB. 811‘-
And where were you when you first asarched him?
We wos in the holdover, in other words, the showup room.
walted
fihen you took Oswald dowa for the first showup andxnafatxg in
the showup room, you searched himg
Yes; Boyd &nd I,
Whet 4id you find?
I found s bus trensfer &lip in his shirt pocket.
And what elge?
'Yell, Boyd found some .38 cartridges in his pocket.

How manyy

I don't know = T have 1t here - I belisve it's flve rounis of

«38 caliber pistol shells in nis left front poeket.™ (p.173)

But Oswald had been, st least in pert, searched befors this. Dectective

Richard 5. Stofell, in his deposition of Aprl 3 (17 B 188-£7.), testified that

when "the of{ficers brought Lee Harvey Oswsld into ths homicide buresu ... I went

in end asked him for his idantification, ... he hsd his billfold and in it he had

the identification of 'A., Hidell' ..."

Whot do they do in the Dallas police department then thay have s murdsr
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suspect, let him go around armed to the teeth®

Asked to whom he turned over the fruits of the search of Oswald,
Sims again repeated his refrain, "I don't remember."” He said he placed
the live cartridges in an envelope and again, "I don't know who that
was turned over to," (p.173)

that

Sims also testified gt 8355 Oswald was fingerprinted. Is it pos-
sible iﬁ wasn't fingerprinted earlisr? At this time also the paraffin
test was made. (p.174)%

He testifled, with regard to the 8:55 fingerprinting, "I believe
they lasted a good owhile - I don't know how long."

He testified, "Well, at 11:30 p,m., Barratt and I made out the ar.
rest sheets on Uswald,"

Why was there such a long delay? Does this bear on the allggation
in Joesten's book that Oswald was charged with an unsigned affidavit®
(Wote to Larryt Joesten's original source was the N.Y. Times ﬁnd I am
getting a photostatic copy of his reference,) '

Sims doesn't know 1f Oswald was present when Sims made out the areest
sheets or not, He recalls the time of the occasion of the arrest sheets
in conneation with Oswald:s"presa confersnce”, which immediately followed
1t:

"Mr, Ball, Why did gryou do that?

Mr. Sims, Because we were told to,

Mr, Ball. Was that usual to do that?

Mp, Simm, Is 1t usual® :\

Mr, Ball, Yes/ \'

Mr, Sims. Yes; it's unusual,

Mr, Ball, Unusual to do it?

Mr. Sims, Yos,
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Mp., Bell. He didn't tell you why he did it?

Mr, Sims, No, sir,

Mr, Ball. What did you do it for?

Mr. Bims. Just for the press, I believe." (p.%?S)
In his lpng years in homicide, this was not, then, as represented by
Chief Curry and the others, the normal treatment that Uswald got and the
normal treatment that the press got.

Note that this was, in no sense, a press conference/for Oswald.
Sims testified that "we kept him in there about 5 minutes ... ". In
short, hardly time for Oswald to say anything Eﬁdha wanted to because
of the clamor described by everyone, including Sims, at this point of
questioning by an unsated press. Asked to say "exactly what Chief Curry
told you to do before you took him down there - what were his exaxt in-
structions?” Sims reply was, "I don't believe Chief Curry said anything
to me." Then, in effect acknowledgéng that he had specific oréers, he
sald, "Well, I couldn't say who gave me those specific orders.” Hez
persists in a fallure to remember whether it was Curry or Fritz or
elther until confronted with his notes which say merely that "Chief
Curry and Captain Fritz @ame to Captain Fritz' office and told us to
take Oswald down ...". He still then persists in saying, "I don't know
which one of them told us." He does, however, concede that one of them
did. Then, with further reference to the notes, it turns out they got
instructions from Chief Curry. Bu%ha doesn't remember any of the ques-
tions asked of Oswald. He is prompted into recalling that Oswald was
asked 1f and denied that he had shot the President., He doesn't recall
if this question wasfgasked about Tippplt and says, "it was just a bunch
of g them hollering at him - ;hat's all I remember." (p.176.)
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When he got to work the next day, they "ehecked" Oswald out of
Jail, and took hdm to Capt. Fritz's office for questioning at 10:25 g.m,
This time, apparently after reference to his notes, he identifies FRI
dgent Bookhout, U,S, Marshal Robert Nash, and Mr. Kelley of the Secret

Service, as present, His ngtes say that he was not present but that he

stayed in the hall with ﬁﬂ#k during this interrogation, Theyre turned

Oswald to jail at 11:30. Then he, Boyd, Hall and Dhority again "went to

Oswald's room at 1026 North Beckley" at instructions or
/ "Mr. Ball, And what did you do out there?

r‘r. 7
P

p Mr. Sims. We made another search of his room.

Capt, Fritz:

Mp, Ball. Vhat do you mean by 'search! - did you have a search
warrant?

Mr, Sims. I don't remember if we had a search warrant or not.Y(p/17
After talking to the owners, Mr., and Mrs, Johnson, they went to Oswaldrs
room and:

"Mr. Ball. And what did you sse?

My, Sims. T think all we found in there was a paper clip or some-
thing of that nature, I don't remember what it was.

Mr., Ball. A paper clip?

My, Sims, We dind't find anything,

Mp, Ball. Did you take anything away with you?

gr. Sims. Yes, sir; we took the paper clip and a rubber band or
something - I don't know what it was - it wasn't anything to speak of, I
know, the room was clean." (p.l177) -

This is an interesting thing. There had been a search the day be-
fore, with a search warrant and pleniy of manpower. Is there any con-
ceivable reason the Chief of Homicide would have sent these men to make

a further search unless he had reason to beliecve something remained to

be found? But the room was absolutely clean.
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At 6 o'clock that night he and Det3ctives Hall and Graves delivered
Oswald to Capt. Fritz's office for further interrogation, of g which he
knows nothing, saying he doesn't believe he was there. And he doesn't
kn:: what he did after that, He is certain that he never did see Oawald
again, and he was off the 2l th,

At this point, Ball completes his ¢ questioning, and Stern has a
few questions to ask. They relate initially to the memorandum Sims made,
but he doesnit des
fawxguaskin know g when he made it, and he finally decims that it was
"the same week - yes, sir," which, it 1s clear, it was not because he
was alresdy testified it was after the 2ith. He will not say if it was
in 3 or 4 days. The document is ddentified as a Commission document,
not as an exhibit., Sims testified he prepared it #rom "notes and memory, "
It should have been obvious to them to ask him where he got the memory,
because Memory is the one faculty he really doesn't have. (p.178)

But as to the notes:

"Mr. Stern, Anad those notes were destroyed when the memorandum was
prepared? .

Mp, Sims., Mr. Boydd may have his - T don't have mine." (p.179)
His memorandum on the third page says that just after Lt. Day dusted
the rifls for fingerprints, an imdisx unidentified man "called Captain
Fritz, and he wallted over to whore the man was, This man gave Captain
Fritz the name of Lee Harvey Oswald and his home sddress in Irving, Texas,'
(p.179)

From other tettimony, that of one of the men who had OUswald in cus-
tody when Oswald was first taken %o the police stetion, it is clear that
Fritz did nothing about this intelligmence until hfter his return to his
office, and the area of o the Depository was crawling with officers and

radio police. Sims said he thought the man was some kind of a supervisor
there. This is how he explained 1t:
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"Mr. Stern. Mr. Sims, what was your impression of Oswald during
Friday and Saturday, what kind of man did he seem to you - what was his
demeanor like, what impression did you get about him and the way he was
conducting himself?

Mr, Sims. Well, he conducted himself, I believe, better than any-
one I have ever seen during interrogation., He was calm and wemn't nervous

Mr, Stern. He knew what questions he wanted to answer and what
questions he didn't?

Mp, Sims., He had the answers ready when you got through with the
questions.” (p.180 - |

Then Stern asks if J0swald Jany point" complained about his treat-
ment "during the course of the day?" Sims answers negatively and replies
he offersd Oswald a cigarette, a drink, asked if he wanted to go to the
restroom, and things like thet, and "I don't believe he ever accepted
any of them,"

After this evasion:
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"Mr, Sims. In other words, most of the employees returned back to
their jobs after the assassination,

Mr. Stern. Do you know whether any other employees were missing?
Mr, Sims., No; I don't,

Mr. Stern. But as far as you know, that was the only name men-
tioned? Mentioned by the supervisor at the Pook Depository?
Mr, Sims. As far as I know; yes." (p.179)

-

It is also true Oswald was not the only man missing., I have already
summarized the testimonyprelating to Givens, who was not only missing but
I was a police character with & narcotics record,

Stern returns to the search of Oswald more than two hours after he

was apprehended that Sims himself testified he had made:

5 "Mr. Sims., No, sir:; I don't remember anything else,
: Mr, Stern., A wallet or identification card?

lMr, Sims, No, sir; that End been taken orf of him.“(p.lsO)

On the question of Oswald's composure and state of mind:

"Mr, Stern. But he was never complaining about his treatment)

Mr, Sims. Oh, he complained two or three times _ I don't know what
it was about - about not having a lawyer or something. He said he wanted
a lawyer, and things of that nature.

: Mr, Stern, But not about his physical treatment?
Mr, Sims. No; I believe he told us that - he was talking about his
eye, and he told us that he deserved to get hit in the eye - I beliewe he
sald he deserved being hit in the eye.

Mr. Stern. Why was thato

Mr, Sims. Because the officer had a right to do that - I belisve
that's what he told us,

% Mr, Stern. What about obtaining a lawyer, what did he say about that

Mr. Sims. He said he wanted to obtain a lawyer, He named some law-
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yer up in New York,

Mr, Stern. He said that to you wr to Captain Fritz in your pres-
snce?

Mr. Sims. Well, I heard it - I don't know whether he said 1t to
me - whether he told it to Captain Fritz or he may have told 1t to me.

Mr, Stern. What was the response from the police officer in charge
at any time he mentioned getting a lawyer?

Mr, Sims. I don't know what it was. I belleve he used the tele-
phone." (p.f 180).

In the light of Sims'sfailure to recall almost everything, and in

the light &f his failpra to recall any of Oswald's protests, Oswald:s
complaint about his lack of a lawyef muat really have impressed Sims.
As of the last time he aaw Uswald, Oswald was "still alart - quick;"
and then he adds the deseription, "calm". (p.181.)

Belin took another deposition from Sims on the morning of April 8,
1964. This was only 2 days after the first deposition. He immediately
gets to the question of the cartridge cases on the sixth floor. Asked,
"Just for khm continuity of the record, would you tell us just how you
came to see those hulls?" and Sims replied that he was on the seventh
floor with “apt. Fritz and his partner, Boyd, when they heard the shout
that the hulls had been found. He did not pick up the hulls at that time,
but awaited the arrival of Lt, Day. Asked if he watched the area until
the pictures were taken, he sald, no, he didn't stay there all the time,



o

16 - Sims
Then:

"Mr, Sims. I was over there, I believe, when they finished up with
the pictures, and I picked the three hulls up and laid them on what I
believed to be a box of books there near the window, and Lieutenant Day
dusted them for fingerprints,

Mr, Belin., Then when your testimony was taken, did you specifically
remember what you did those those hulls?

Hr, Sims. I didn't remember who brought the hulls to city hall,

Mp., Belin. 8ince that time have ydu had an opportunity to refresh
youmfrecollection as o what happened to the hulls?

Mr., 8ims, Yes, sir; I tdlked to Captain Fri tz and E, L, Boyd, my
partmem, and refreshed my memory.

Mr, Belin., What was said, and what do you now say happened?

Mp, Sims. Captain Fritz told me to get the hulls after “ieutenant
Day finished with them and to take possesiion of them,

Mpr, Belin., What did you do®? .

Mp, Sims, I did that.

Mr. Belin. How did you take possession of them?

Mr, Sims. I placed them in an envelope and put them in my coat
pocket," (p.183)
When they got to eity hall, he gave them to Capt. Fritz, he says.
This trip to city kall was on the occasion of their "going to get started
on Oswald”,

He doesn't remember whether city hall gave the envelope with the
bullets to Capt. Fritz or put them on his desk:

"Mr. Belin, Now what caused you to remember now what you actually
did with the pulls? T mean, what refreshed your recollection as to thagﬁ

Mp, Sims, Talked to Captain Fritz, and I remember we was goipg over

to where the rifle, someone had found the rifle in the meantime, and we
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was walking over to whebe the rifle was found, and he told me to be sure
¢ and get the hulls.

Mr, Belin, What did you do then?

M Mr, Sims, dell, I went over to where the rifle was found, and
went back labter to where the hulls were,

My, Belin, Were the hulls still in the location you left ¢ them for
being dusted for fingerprints?

Hr. Sims. Yes, sir; they were still taking pictures.

Mr, Belin. Were they still taking pictures, or dusting thom)

Mr. Sims. I hadn't picked them up. They were still, as far as I_
can remember, taking pictures, because Captain Fritz left two officers to
preserve the scene.

Mr. Bolin. When you got back, what did you do after they got
through with the pictures?

Mr, Sims, When he got through with that scenery I picked}gslls up.

Mr, Belin, Was it then that he dusted them, or what?

M r, Sims, Yba; pir." (p.184)

Asked

Wnether it was Fritz or Day who told Sims that he had taken the shells
to city hall or g whether Sims remember}gndepandantly, Sims' nonrasponsive
reply was that he remembered putting them in his coat poclket:

"Mr, Belin, Now, Dectective Sims, just so that 1 h::: have a com-
plete understanding of the process by which you refreshed your recollec-
tien, you talked to Captain Fritz about this after you testified here on
Monday?

Mr, Sims, Yss, sir.

Mr, Belin. What did he say and what did you say, if you remember?

Mp, Sims. I told him I couldn't remembsr for sure about who

brought the hulls up there to his orrice or what happened to the hulls,

and then I talked to him.
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Mr, Belin., What did he say?

Mr, Sims. ®He said, 'Well, remember I told you to get the hulls
and bring them to the office.’!

And I talked to Boyd, wmy partner, and he saild that Captain Fritz
had said that, too, so I remembered exactly azbout where I was when he
told me this,

Mr. Belin., In other words, Captain Fritz told you on Mondsy, that
back on November 22, he had told you to get the hulls? Is that what Cap-
tain Fritz toid you on this past Monday?

Mr. Sims. No, not the past Monday. Now this was -

Mr Belin, Well, today is Wednesday. Could 1t have been on Tuesday,
or Monday?

Mp, Sims. I don't know if it was yesterday or Monday.

Mr. Belin, Was it either late Monday, April 6, or Tuesday, April 72

Mr, Sims., Yes,sir.

Mr. Belin, That Captain Fritz told you that back on November 22,
he had told you to ge£ the hulls and bring them down?

Mr, Sims. Yes, sir,

Mr, Belkn. And you also discussed this with Detective Boyd either
8n April 6 oripffa Te

Mr, 5ims, Yes.,

Mp, Belin. You are nodding your head yes?

Mr, Sims, Yes." (p.185)

Sims says he does recall independently putting the shells in an
envelope., All he will say of Fritz is that Fritz told him to be certain
to get ths shells. His recollection wesn't completely refrashed, how-
ever:

"Mr, Belin, Do you remember what color envelope it was?

Mp, Sims. I belleve 1t was a brown, something brown envelope.
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Mr, Belin, You sre pointing to a brown manilla envelope on top
of the desk here?

Mr, Sims. Yes, sir.

Mp, Belin, Do you remember how big an envelope 1t was?

Mr, Sims. No, sir; I don't., We have two different sizes, and I
don't remember what size.

Mr, Belin., Do you remember from whom you got the envelope?

Mr, Sims, Lieutenant Day had it. When he goes to 2 scene, he
has envelopes,

Mr. Belin., Did Lieutenant Day or anyone else see you put that
envelope in your pocket?

Mr, Sims. I don't know if he saw me put the envelope in my pocket,
but he was there when I took possession of %the hulls." (p.18%)
Sims also dossn't recall whether or not he initlaled the hullas, (p.186)

Sima's contradictions about the hulls and ths high scisnce to which
he has elevated confusion leave me uncertain of my récollection, Larry.
I feel that the whole‘question of the empty cartridges 1s now completely
up in the air and that their status is putkigg considerabla doubt by the
contradictory testimony about them. T am certain Sims' testimony is iq
e ntradiction to that of Day and Studebaker. I also think it iz in con:-
tradiction to his own testimony. Asked on n,163 about these hulls and
Lt. Day, "Did he take charge of the hulls there?" Sims! renly was his
usual one, "I don't know," The question is here rephrased and he repeats
essentially the seme answer, and on p.162, talking about his departure
and Cept. Fritz's instructions to Johnson snd Montgomery to stay near
the place where the hulls were located, he is asked, "iWas thils after
the pictures had been taken of the hulls?" His reply, "before Lieutenant
Day got up there, I believe," This, he says, was before he went to where

the rifle was found. When Sims returned to the place where the hulls were
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pictures were still being made.

On the same page is a ststemsnt from Sims that should certainly
indicate the correctness of my suspiclon that a photograph should show
the bag in question. He said, "Well, Lisutenant Day took a picture of
all the surrounding area therc,” with reference to the area to both the
right and the left of the window., The area to the left of the window
is so0 small, it is virtually impossible to have a pleture of it without
showing the bag. Hence, the bag must have been removed immediately, or
the pictures were taken later than other testimony has indicated. But
if Sims's testimony is correct, two policemen were responsibie for the
security of thec area,

So the question of the bag is even more in the air; so is that of
the empty cartride shells., These are two of the central pleces of in-
formation. Sims' mum memorandum is in Vol. XXI, pp.510-8.

All of the police of all categoriesin Dalles are unnecaséarily and
consistently vague. Sheriff Decker had testified that the police mxm
provided him with traﬁspnrtation Imm the hospital to the Book Depository.
Sims says that it was his group, led by Capti. Fritz, which took the sher-
1ff back to the depository, arriving about 12:58 Petie This memorandum
says that Sims and Boyd, before reaching the top floor, "made a hurried
search along the front and west side windows (of tha fifth floor) and
then went up to the sixth floor. Some officers atayed on the sixth £loor,
and we went up to the seventh floor and started to search along the front
windows. About that time someone yelled soms empty hulls had been found}ﬁ
on the sixth floor ..." (p.511)

The sequsnce of events he gives with respocs to the finding and

photographing of the enpty carteidges 1s different in this statement than

1t was in his subsequent testimony:
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"... Capt, Fritz, Simg, and Boyd went over to near the stairway
where one of the officers had called Capt, Fritz., Someone said the gun
had been found. Capt, Fritz walked between a stack of books and over some
books %o where the gun was laying between some boxes and vartically cow-
ered by some paper. The gun was about 5 feet from the west wall and about
8 feet from the west stairway. Sims went back to where Lb. Day was and
told him the gun had been found., Lt. Day or Det. Studebaker took another
plcture o the hulls snd said they had already taken pictures of the
scene. Sims picked up the empty hulls, and Lt. Day held an envelope open
while Sims dropped them in the envelope. Lt, Day then walked over to
where the rifle had been foudd., ~Pet, Studebaker and Lt. Day took pic-
tures of §the fifle, Mr, Pinkston or the F, B. I. and a Secret Service
agent were there at the time pictures were being made., We don't know
the Seeret Service agent's name, lMr, Ellsworth and another officer from
Alcohol Tax Department were also there." (p.Z512)

There is also a different version of §the search of Oswald. This
memcrandum says that hoyd_found the 5 live rounds of ,38 caliber ammuni-

tion. (p.51L)



