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Event Commemorates [FK's Life and Legacy

The marning after [FK's o
From |

tion to office, family photogmpher Jacques Lowe managed, with great difficalty, 1o asemble the Kennedy clan for a historic group postrait
whing are: Ethel Skakel Rennedy, Stephen E Smith, fean Rennedy Smith, Presideneelect john E Kennedy, Robent F. Kennedy, Patnicia Kennedy Lisvfond,
Joan Bennen Keanedy and Peter Lasford. Sicing from lefe Eunice Kennedy Slaiver, Rose Fivgerald Kennedy, Joweph P Kennedy, Jacqueline Bownvier Kenmedy,
Frward Moore Kenpedy and Sargent Shriver.  Phatograph © 1997 Juagues Linie

uch has been said and written in

recent months about the role of

photojournalism in today’s world.
A thin line exists between the public’s nghe
to know and the public’s reed to know,
While photographs staged for public con-
\Eun;ﬁlll“ are j“:[)lllt'.“” |hb('||“|l'|l("|. Lll(.'
ones that interest us most are often sponta-
neous candid bmages,

Internatonally renowned photog-
rapher Jacques Lowe—best known for
such photographs of Presdent John F
Krnln-(i-.——p;im-d a group ol mvited guess
at The Sixth Floor Museum's annual
aent on November 21, 1997, 10 remem-
ber Kennedy's life and legacy, The 1997

Legacy event—FPublic Figures, Private Photo-
gruphs—commemorated the 3% anniver-
sary of the Kennedy assassination on
November 22,

Jeft West, Musewmn Executive Director,
began the evening with an illustrated dis-
cussion of photojournalism and is influence
on American politics. He then interviewed
Lowe, who photographed the Kennedy
campaign and subsequently, the Rennedy
White House. During the evening's pro-
gram, Lowe recalled his experiences with
the Kennedy Eunily, and his ime with JFK
durnng his senate and White House years.
Excerpts from Lowe's nlﬂlihlul'\ appear
on page six of this issue, =

Artifacts Enrich
Visitor Experience

atch a high school student lumched
over the case containing a copy of
The John F. Kennedy Memonal at Runny-
medde, or a baby boomer couple peering into
another case housing a copy of From the
President’s Pen, veading the inscription left
there by Texas Senator Ralph Yarborough,
and you realize the value of the artifacts
recently placed on display at The Sixth Floor
Museum at Dealey Plaza.
rominsiad on pege 2
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Tn November 1 had the privilege of am:mlmg the deédication of the George

Bush Presidential Library and Museum in College Station. Listening 1o former
presidents Ford. Carter, Bush and President Clinton speak, T was reminded
once again of how quickly time passes. Tt also reinforced my strong beliefin the
mission of the Museum and the mporance of preserving history.

The New Year brings with it an opportunity to look at our own history—
to celebrate our accomplishments and plan for the future. This past year was a full one for
us. In addition to completing construction for our expanded Visitors Center, we hosted the
Leukemia Sociery of America’s Tribute to Jadis wravelling photo exhibit, installed several new
artifacts on the sixth ooy, and developed new educational programs 1o serve the 60,000
students who visit us each year. We completed the American Association of Museum’s
MAP process—the Museum Assessment Program—and the feedback was encouraging. Our
efforts are paying of - anendance is up from previous years.

This month the Museum’s Board of Direciars will meet for their anmual rerrear. Like
many of us, they'll be looking ahead w the new year, and making resolunons for the
Museum's futre. T hope vou will resolve to continue your support of The Sixth Floor
Museum at Dealey Plaza. Happy New Yearl

Jetf West
Executive Dovrtor _
The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza
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Firsttime visitors to the Museum, of
course, do not realize these artifacts have
not been there from the beginning. Most
of the
directly by the Museum, private donors o

artifacts were obrained—either

by loans from other institutions—through
the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis estate sale
held last vear at Sotheby’s auction house in
New York Ciny.

An exception © that general source is
the place setting that awalted President
Kennedy at the Trade Mart luncheon he
. 1963. The
attractive bone white, gold leaf place set-

was (o attend on November 22

ting, on loan to the Museum from the
Harlan Crow family, is appropriaiely placed
below a large color photo of some 2,500
people who were attenwling the himcheon
in the president’s honor,

Media representatives have been par-
ticularly attracted 10 a footstool used by
voung Caroline Kennedy while the Rennedy
family occupied the White House,
with a silver Se. Christopher’s medallion

along

once belonging to JFK Favorable comments
have also been voiced by visitors about the
contrasting sets of Man m Space dessent
plates, designed by Pierve Fornasett in 1966,
Ome of the sets is in color. The other, on |

from the Dallas Museum ol Art, was exe

ed mn black and white—presenting visitors
with a striking comparison

Also among these additions is a group
of colorful children’s drawings, on loan
from the Kennedy Library in Boston, and
children’s books commemorating JFK's
legacy.

Artifacts will be on display in the

Museum throughout 1998, ==

Bob Forter is the Divectar of Public Programs for
The Sixth Floor Musewm at Dealey Plaza.




Jack Ruby, left, and anomey Joe Tonahill during jury sebection on February 22, 1964, Tonshill, who gave an oral history to the Musewm in 1996,
asststed lead defense snorney Melvin Bell. Chuok Fisker Coflection The Sixth Flmor Musewm at Deale Pl

hen Judge Joe B. Brown, |r

ordered cameras out of his court-

room just before the 1964 Jack
Ruby wial, Tocal television stations had 1o
scramble for pictures. At CBS affiliate
KRLD-TV FOX-owned KDFW),
Dallas artist Chuck Fisher drew a new
assignment: cover the proceedings and
sketch the important participants,

Those pencil renderings of Ruby,
District Antorney Henry Wade, defense
atomeys Melvin Belli and Joe Tonashill.
future mayor Wes Wise and others
appeared almost every evening on the sta-
HON's NEwscasts,

After the trial, Fisher stored the draw-
ings in his closet, never realizing their his
torical signilir.mn-. However his longtime
friend, Adele Tavlor, learned of the draw-

(now

ings and contacted Muscum officials. Fisher
wits quite surprised to leamn that what he
always considered to be just simple drawings
actually have an important place in the his
tory of the Kennedy assassination.

Among the sketches are three poten-
tial male jurors not picked to serve and wo
female observers, one a judge from
California, All show distinctive character
traits within Fisher's expressive lines.

Another recent donation came from
Barton R. Williams, St and Barton R
Williams, Jr. of Abilene. Williams Sr. served
in the Air Force in 1963 and was present
when President John F. Rennedy stepped
off Air Force One at Larson Air Force Base
in Washington. The date was September 26,
1963, when Kennedy arrived on what the
press dubbed the “Smokey the Bear™ tour.

1

Kennedy toured several Western
states, including North Dakota, Wyoming
and Montana, promoting conservation
efforts. He landed at Larson. about midway
between Spokane and Seattle, to helicopter
over to nearby Hanson for dedication cere-
monies for a new nuclear power plant.

Williams obtained a series of seven
black and white photos on two contact
sheets, taken by an unknown officer at the
air base, During a recent visit to the
Museum, Williams donated the sheets,
along with a book about Larson and the
Washington state area.

While factchecking Kennedy's appear-
ance with the john E Kennedy Library, 1

combizurd on page 4
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Allan

Gooxdrich that their extensive photo collec-

learned from aundiovisual  curator
tion includes pictures at Hanson, but notat
Larson, which means Williams' donation
fills a photographic gap in the Kennedy
pn--illc'm v,
A third
from Michael Whitman of Dallas, In 1963,
Michael's father

from Uth

l“ll'll\”“;_‘; !ill]l.l‘“l)l‘. comes
Grant Whitman, served
(D). Several days
ahead of the September 24, 1964, official
date,

as Semator

release government officials and

members of the news media received an
advance copy of the Warren Report. This
version, published in soft cover, was later
sold to the public for $2.50. For The Sixth
Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza, Whitman's
car I\ Version 1s an ””Ii‘ LaAnt ."t‘il.“-[ .lI!li

we're pleased to have it in our collection

KRLID-TV sports anchor andd prosecution witness
Wes Wese on the first day of the Ruby il

Q=g March 4 Wise saw Ruby in Dealey Plaza around
3:00 p.on: the day after the assssrn 1. shorthy

Mack is the

Gary Vrehavist for

1964

uled

Presudeny John F. Kesnedy arrives st Lanon AFB in Washingeon stite on September 26, 1963, on bos way 1o dedicanic
Bt . Willicus, St aved Barton T William, Jo Collaction/The Sixth Floor Muwsm af [

ceremanies at i nuchkear power plant
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Donations Preserve Items for
Future Generations

the vast majority of their collections through donations. Of the over 13,000 artifacts in
the collection of The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza, about 99 percent have come
through donatons. Why would people donate artifacts instead of offering them for sale?

People choose to donate their artifacts for a variety of reasons: for tax purposes; to
ensure items are preserved; 1 honor a friend or relative, or have their name live on in per-
petuity; because no other family members have an interest in caring for the itemns; or because
they want to share their artifacts with futire generations,

What is a donation and how does it work? What do muscums look for, what is the
process if you are interested in giving something to a museum?

At The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza, donation calls are forwarded to members
of the Interpretation team, either Archivist Gary Mack, or Dr. Marian Ann Monigomery,
Director of Interpretation. The Interpretation team determines if the item is appropriate to
the mission of the institution: interpreting the life, times, death and legacy of President John
F. Kennedy. Additionally the staff checks the collection files to determine whether or not we
alrcady have an example of that type of artifact. The Museum, because of limited storage
space and resources, generally acquires only one or two examples of the same item, and only
accepts items related to our educational mission.

A tthough most museums have some limited budget for acquisitions, institutions acquire

What artifacts does the Museum particularly want? Items might include:
Newspapers and magazines

Photographs and home movies

Artifacts related o any of President Kennedy's visits 1o Texas
Clothing people wore on 11/22/63 10 see the president

Items which reflect the social history of Dallas in the 1960s
Items related 10 the Rennedy Memorial

Outof-print books about President Kennedy

Items related to the investigations of Rennedy's assassination,
Lee Harvey Oswald, Jack Ruby and Officer |.D. Tippit

COO00CO0OO00

Additionally, the Museum collects items that illuminate issues of Kennedy's presidency
and legacy: the Space Race, the Cold War, the Civil Rights movement, the Peace Corps and
promotion of the ans. Although the Museum was able 10 acquire a few items from Mis.
Onassis’ estate sale in 1995, additional items from her estate would also be of interest.

Once the staff determines that a particular item meets the Museum's mission and col-
lections philasophy, a wemporary receipt form and gift agreement is prepared. The signed
temporary receipt form is left with the donor when any antifact is deposited with the Museum
for consideration. Proposed acquisitions are reviewed by the Interpretation Commitiee of
the Board of Directors at their quarterly meetings. Onee items have been approved, a for-
mial gift agreement is executed by the stafl and one copy is forwarded to the donor.

How to determine the valie of your donation? By law the Museum is unable 1o place a
value on artifacts for tax purposes; therefore, donors are responsible for having artifacts
appraised. The Museum does have a list of reputable appraisers available.

Om oceasion, donors mav want o retain an artifact for their lifetime, and donate the
item 1o the Miseum upon their death. In this case a letter of intent deposited at the Museum
is'a wonderful way to indicate your plans.

While: not alwavs put on immediate display, all artifacts are available for viewing through
the Museum's research library, open Monday afternoons and Tuesday-Friday by appointment.

In the end, there is a wonderful feeling knowing that something you have given will be
at the Museum for future generations to enjov and appreciate.

For more information about making a donation to The Sixth Floor Muscum at Dealey
Plaza, contact Marian Ann Montgomery at (214) 747-6660, ext. 6697, or Gary Mack at ext. 6695

Memrierns Ann |. Montgomery, PhD., is the Drrector of Interprolation
o The Sixth Floar Museur at Dealey Pleza.




Famaly Photographer Lowe Presents
Verbal and Visual Portrait of the Kennedys

ne of the most moving prortratts of
Jack and Jackie Kennedy creaed by
Jacgues Lowe, their Bamily photogra-
it of the Kennedys
which Lowe recently presented o an invita-

pher. was a verbal portr

tional audience at The Sixth Floor Museum
at Dealey Plaza

To commemorate the 34* anniversary
of JFK’s death, Lowe made his second visit
1o the Museumn in connection with his
A Trbute to fackie exhibit of seventy-five pho-
wographs of Jackie kennedy, then on display
at the Museum. Lowe began his reminis
cences about the Kennedv family when
Executive Director Jefi West placed an
unage of Bobby Kennedy and his voung son

David on a screen for the photographe
and audience 10 view

Lowe's first encounter with the
Rennedy family, he explained, came

through a series of photos he made of

Robert Kennedy and his Gunily, Tt was sevs
eral months after he delivered this set of
eived
a midnight phone call from Joseph
Kennedy, the family patriarch. At first Lowe
thought it was a joke., The elder Kennedy
convinced him otherwise, going on o conx

phows, Lowe explained. when he r

mission him to ke photos of another of
his sons, the voung senator John Kennedv.

His inital meeting with JFK, which
took place at Hyannis Port, did not go well,
Lowe admitted. It was JFK's day off from
campaignin
up for a i'h' o shoot. A few months baer,

r andd he did not want to dress

however, after Lowe had mailed a batch of
contact sheets he feared JFK wouldn't like,

Joctques Lanve dhuring

Kennedy captioned this picture him

be the sromgest possible

if in an article Lowe subsequently published in Look nmgazine about the
Johnson nomination: “230 pan. After discussion with some of the party's leaders, it was agreed that L
wdithate for vicepresident. | ealled him on the phone again, and he siid, ‘Jack. i you

wdon woulld

warnt mie to run, Ul doit” After | had @lled w Lyndon | heard that certaim other paty leaderss, nchsding
scnme in fabor, were unhappy. ©sent my brother Bobly clown w Lyndon o tefl him there might be i fight an

the convention Boor. He ki Boblw, “1f ]uk wants me for vice-president. I'm willing w make

1 wild Babby that if Lyndon was ready i

Feht, so was |

ghi for it

| informed Clark Clifford, Senator Stuart Ssrmmgion s

artviser. of my decison, | atso tokd Senator Henry Jackson of Wishington, who had been under senous
consideration. ‘Then we made the announcement.” Photagrph © 1997 Jooques Liur

he got a phone call from JFK asking him 1o
come to his apartment in New York City.
“He [JFK] opened the door dressed in
a towel.” said Lowe, drawing a langh from
the audience. “He had just stepped out of
the shower.” Lowe went on 1o sav he could
hear water splashing from another part ol
the apartment and Jackie Rennedy calling

out, s that Jacques? Those were wonderful
pictures,

Thus began a rather casual relation-
ship that grew into Lowe hecoming int-
mately .lu!ll.!lllll'd with the Family, creating
in the process many of the photographs
that have become icons connected with the
Kennedys, One of the most Familiar of

an oral history interview st the Museum.  The Sexth Floor Museum ai Dealey Plaza




these is a Gamily group portrait (seen on
page one of this issue) which Lowe made of
the whole Kennedy family the moming
after JFR was clex ted president.

Lowe twld of gathenng evervone for
that portrait ouly 1o find Jac kie Kennedy
missing. It was a cold, misty moming, he
remembered, and Jackie was strolling back
and forth on the beach beside the ocean,

“She was in a state of shock. A total
state of shock. Asa lot of people were. | was
mvself,” Lowe recalled. “She was in a state of
shock because she realized she was the First
Ladv. While she had wanted 1o be First

adv, she also had a lot of fears about it

“Jack saidd he would go get her,”™ Lowe
continued. “When he returned she had 1o
go upstairs and change. When she came
buck @ few minutes Later evervone stood
up and applavded. It was a wonderful
moment.”

When West placed a couple of new
images on the projection screen, Lowe
recalled that in the early davs of the presi-
dential campaign, while JFK was highly pop-
ular in his home state of Massachusetts,
trips to places like Nebraska and Oregon

ol

1 found no more than two people
greeting his plane

“Toward the end of the campaign it
amazing,” he said. “Afier the
debates [between JFR and Richard Nixon |
the crowds would number in the hundreds

byeecanic

of thousands.”

Lowe received an especially hearty
andience response detailing the events of
the 1960 Democratic Convention when JFK
won the presidental nomination Lowe was
in the midst of many behindthescenes
1)("'.inli;ulh[|<_ In fact, he was among those
present when Kennedy offered Lyndon
Johnson the vicepresidency. Tt has often
been reported that, within Kennedy's circle
of advisers, Johnson was a controversial
selecton as JFK's running mate.

When West flashed a slide on the
screen of a sccowling Bobby Kennedy stand-

Ir

early part of the presidential campaig

, the Kennedys quietly slipped into an Oregon diner for hreakfas

Nobody recogmnized thern, and they sat undisturbed. . Six monthis later neither Jackie nor her hushand would be

shie In etijov that kind of privacy eser

1 Photograph © 1997 jacpues Lise

ing between JFK and LB] in a hotel room,
Lowe said, “As vou can see, Bobby was not
too happy with that selection.” His deadpan
delivery of that remark drew a huge round
of laughter from the audience.

In response to a question from West,
Lowe said he tumed down an invitation to
become the official White House photogra-
phier. He was not interested in that post,
he explained, because the White House
photographer is charged with reconding
the activitics of the president. He preferred
documenting JFK's presidency. In that
process, Lowe produced many photos that
stand as art,

In summing up his impression of john
F. Kennedy, Lowe said: “Well, he had a won-
derful sense of humor . . . He never wok
himsell 100 seriously . . . At the same time
he knew exactly how to use his power , ., He

was very warti. And, of course, he was high-

by imelligent . .

around.”
Lowe's publications, including JFK

He was a pleasire to be

Remembered and A Tribuide to Jadkie, are avail-

ible in the Museum Store. ==

Bob Povter 18 the Director of Public Programs
at The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza,

“Toward the end . . . it became
 amaring. After the debates,
the crowds would number in
the hundreds of thousands.”




Stisdents from Caddo M

Education Behind the Scenes
EDUCATORS. STUDENTS AND CIVIC LLEADERS

Mididle Schoal work wath Museum volumteer Tnlor Repl
ot Denley Plhizs

Sexth J

Musse

n May 1997 President Clinton, along

with former Presidents Bush, Carter

and Ford, General Colin Powell and
countless others came wgether in Philadel-
phia 1o host the Volunteer Summit—a
national rally to promote the importance of
voluniteenisim in the United States. General
Powell remarked during the summmit:

Worling tog

iy sform ceuer ) FECTRET (UT

sense of community—onr pride in being

a nalion of neanbors who car

Volunteers at The Sixth Floor Musewm
at Dealey Plum are great examples of that
power. The Museum’s volunteers stand as a
cornerstone  to Museum education  pro-
grams. From docent tours, 10 assisting in
the research and development of new pro-
grams, to citquing and editing lesson
plans, the value of their conuibuton is
inmeasurable,

Debbi Lelewicz has volunteered as a
docent and an education program assistant
for more than three vears. An accom-
plished artist and community organizer,
wile and mother, Lelewicz has enhunced
the educaton of tens of thousands of st
dents. Lelewicz initially came 10 the
Museum  because of her interest in
President Kennedy,

“Myv hushand saw a listing for docents
in the “Volunteer Opporunities’ section of
The Dallas Mormmg Neaw and encouraged
me to check 1t out.” she recalled.

In teaching students about John F
Kennedy, Lelewicz stresses the importance
of personal contact. “President Kennedy
meant 4 great deal to the people of my gen-
eration,” she elaborated. “The only way for
children of the post-Kennedy generation o
truly understand his impact on not only the
people of the early 1960s but also of today,
is 10 talk to them.”

Volunteers come w0 the Museum not
only to contribute to their community, but
also 10 learn, Although SMU sentors Ray
Langton and Tavlor Kepler were horn
twelve years after the assassination, their
interest is just as strong as those who lived
through the Kennedy e

“As a history major, I'm thankful for
the opportunity (o utlize my research and

writing skills,” said Kepler, who assists with
the development of teaches materials,
“Growing up in Dallas, | alwavs knew about
the Kennedy sssassination. It's important
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that people learn the whole story, My work
with the Museum can help in that task.”

“This opporaumity is one-ofakind.”
saidd Langton who, along with his duties of
assisting with the Muscum’s oral history
program, also facilitates gallery guide swe
sions with students. “Nowhere else in Dallas
is there an opportunity fo work with such a
wellknown subject.”

Working with the Museum abso gives
snidents a competitive edge in the outside
world. Both Kepler and Langton sce their
volunteer work as a way to explore career
and educational opportunities in the muse-
um and history fields. As Langton elaborat-
ed, “Working a1 the Museum shows that
you're welkrounded. intelligent and com-
mitted. A definite plus for future employers
and gradumte schools.”

As much as volunteers learn from us,
we also learn from volunteers. Members of
the Educators Advisory Council (FAC)
have done a great deal 1o keep new educa
tion programs on track. For instance Alan
Nyugen, a first grade teacher at Cesar
Chavez Learning Center in Dallas, is always
ready to lend his expertise in creating activ-
ities that engage primary «chool students.

Long+ime Museum supporters Carl Henry,
a history and English teacher a1 First Baptist
Academy, and Bruce Shipp, science teacher
at Seagonille Middle School, are always
available with their enthusiasm and flair for
creative lesson plans.

comttnued on page 10

Caddo Mills students complete gaflery guides
titled Whe W JFK?
The Sixth Floor AMusen at Deates Mesa




Dr. Peggy Mitchell, Principal of DA
Huley Middle School in Oak Cliff and a
member of the EAC since its inception,
sums up the reason for the educatars’
imvolvement

“The Sixth Floor Museum is a hidden
treasure for students and teachers,” she
saic. “Ripe for all levels of instruction, from
basic TAAS objectves 1o reading, science,
mith and social stadies, it's an interdiscipli-
nary cornucopia of information.”

The education staff of The Sixth Floor
Museum at Dealev Plaza is greatly indebted
to our hardworking volunteers for sharing
their time, enthusiasm, commitment and
talent. Their work will benefit students for

ZENeruons 1O Comc,

ll

Alia lmrena is the Museum Eduator for
The Sixth Floor Muserm af Deadey Plaza.

Stuchents dliscuss Whe Wea JFRT in the Muscum

The Sixth Flo

Museur at Dectiey Pl

Museum Offers Urnaque Venue for After-Hours Events

alliss is now recognized as the second
largest convention city in the United
Stuates. Thousands of individuals visit
Dallas annually as participants in a major
won's conference og
Most of their

COnvenizon, an assoc
evenl a company meeting
tfime is spent at meeting sites and hotels.
But often the meeting planner or confer-
ence organizer will be charged with creat-
ing a special after-hours event for all auen-
dees, or a select group of VIPs. These
events are usually designed 1o show guests
how much the organizers or sponsors
appreciate them. Consequently, the plan-
ner needs o find a site that 5 unique,

unusual, popular, inpressive and one that

would be of nterest o ther guests, The
Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Phaza s just
that venie.

With the recent expansion of the
Museum's Visitors Center, the stagng of sit-
down dinners, receptions, seminars or sim-
ply private tours has become an increasing-
Iy popular afterhours group activity. Since
the Museum is the number one visitor site

in Dallas, it is generally a safe bet thiat mosi

outof-town conference and convention
participants will want the chance to visit the
Museum while they are in Dallas. With
often hectic, fastpaced meeting schedules,
there may not be much “free” tme for con-

ference attendees w get 10 the Museum

during the day. But with an alier-hours
event, planners now have the ability to pro-
vide that opportunity to their guests with-
out impacting conference schedules.

In the past few months, the Musewn
has hosted formal sitidown dinner parties
for companies such as Coopers & Lybrand,
the Greater Dallas Chamber and the Young
Presidenss’ Organization, After-hours recep-
tions and tours have been staged [or clients
such as Chilton Communications, Zeserson
& Associates, the SMU Alwnni Assoctation
and the Leukemia Society of Amenic In
addition, the lobby of the Visitors Center
has been converted into meeting space tor
presentations by Merrill Lynch and the
National Newspaper Association. Private,
after-hour tours of the Museum have also
been conducted with groups like The
SABRE Group and Dresser Industries.

The prospect of holding a priviate
event in such a historical site as The Sixth
Floor Museum is not limited to convention
and conference attendees. Several local
individuals and organizanons have orga-
nized personal functions at the Museum
ite, the calen-

also, Now, like any popular s
dar of available evenings is filling up into

the lauer part of 1998
For more information about hosting 2
special event at The Sixth Floor Museum at
Dealey Plaza, contact Keith Hickman at
(214)747-6660, ext. 6610, %

Keith W Hickman is the Business Devwlispount
Associate for The Sixth Floor Musram at Dealey Plea
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Museum Develops Relationships with Other Institutions

1e Sixth Floor Museum at Dealev Phaza
T;m\ forged several long-lasting and

munsally beneficial relanonships with
other prominent local and natonal inst-
LInons

A signiticant example of this coopera
tion came earlier this vear, when the
Museum was contacted by Tina Houston,
Supervisory Archivist at the Lyndon Baines
Johnsen Library in Austin, Two years previ-
ously the Library had received a large col-
lection of papers from Mrs. Jeanne Reilly of
Plano. Reilly lived in Austin at the time of
President Johnson's death and had worked
at the Library as a volunteer. Her experi-
ences there prompted her 1o save materials
relating 1o LBJ: she had already been col
lecting materials related 10 President
Rennedy since his assassination in 1963. In
1995 Reilly decided to donate her collec
tion 10 an organization where the materials
vontld be shared with others

The Library kept the materials per-
taining to Johnson, and earlier this yem
contacted the Museum about the Kennedy
materials. Redlly was happy 1o donate that
portion of her collection 10 The Sixth Floor
Musenm, writing, 71 feel confident that the
Museum will make the best possible use of
these items.” Her Rennedy collection con-
sists of seventeen boxes of books, newspar
peTs, Mmagazines, and videotapes of televi-
sion programs relating to the Rennedys.

he Sixth Floor Museum is proud to be

participating in a new venture between

the Dallas Historical Society, the Dallas
Convention and Visitors Bureau and Yellow
Rose Touring Company o develop and
implement a certification program for area
tonr guides. The program grew out of a
need for tour guides to have access to his-
torically accurate information from a cen-
tral and recognized source.

“There is so much misinformation
passed on 1o unsuspecting tourists,” said

Jeff West, Executive Director of The

Sixth Floor Museum. “It is important that
we work with guides to give them clear,

“It makes a large and significant addi-
tion to the Museum's historic collections—
an  addidon that never would have
happened without the help of the LB
Library and its stafl,” said Dr. Marian Ann
Montgomery, Director of Interpretation.

Another institutional  relationship
imvolves the John F Kennedy Library in
Boston,  Massachusetts.  Museum  and
Library staffs frequently assist cach other
with photographs and resewrch topics
about President Kennedy, A tangible exam-
ple of the Museum's developing relation-
ship with the [FK Library is the recent loan
of artifiacts from the Library’s collection, In
conjunction with the installation of items
from the estate of Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis, the [FK Library agreed 1o loan
the Muscum eight children's drawings
from their JFR condolence mail collection.
Four of these drawings are now on display
on the sixth floor and will be rotated every
six months with the other four. The loan
represents the first in what we hope is a con-
tinued exchange of ideas, resources and
artifacts,

The Museum has also  recently
received  assistance  from  the  Dallas
Mitseum of Art. The five Man in Spaer plates
acquired by the Museum at the anction of
the estate of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
were part of a set of ten plates that had been
split in half for the sale. The Museum was

ogram Identifies Outstanding Tour Guides

factual information and ensure the best
experience possible for our city's many visi
tors.

The program is scheduled to begin in
February with a series of three classes, which
provide participants with nine hours of class
time. The program’s tentative schedule
includes: the Histary of Diallas, Dallas Myths
and Legends, Buildings of Downtown, Dallas
Destinations, the Kennedy Assassination and
Tour Efiquette. Classes will be led by local
historians including Michael Hazel, PhD.,
Darwin Payne, PhD., Rosemary Rumbley,
Marian Ann Montgomery, Ph.D,, and Gary

unable 10 acquire the other five, but the
individhzal who purchased them donated
the plates 1o the Dallas Muscum of Art. The
DMA had no immediate plans o display
the plates and agreed to lend them 1o the
Museum to be displayed alongside the rest.

Further assistance from the DMA
came during the installation of the Trade
Mart luncheon place sening which
Kennedy would have used on November
22, 1965, The siverware was quite tar
nished and The Sixth Floor Museum staff
did not have the capabilities 10 complete
the conservation in-house. However fellow
musenm professionals at the DMA camne to
the rescue. The place setting was delivered
o John Dennis, DMA conservator, who
immediately set 1o work on the silver
with the appropriate materials and meth-
ods in order 10 remove the tamish. Thanks
1o Dennis the silverware on display is
gleaming.

Growing professional relationships
with other museums opens doors for future
joint projects and exhibits. We are delighe-
ed to be cooperating with these institutions
for the benefit of Museum visitors. E

Megan Bryant w the Regustrar for
The Sixth Floor Musesm at Dealey Pleca,

Tour guide certification will be
bestowed upon completion of class hours
and a final examination. The guides will
then be endorsed by the DCVB, Yellow
Rose Touring Company, the Dallas
Historical Society and The Sixth Floor
Muscum as the most accurate and foremost
tour guides working in the city of Dallas.

Sugrport for this program has been
generonusly provided by the
Dallas Convention and Visitors Bureau.

For more tnformation call the
Dallas Historical Society at (214)421-4500.
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