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Museum in Dallas
preserves the day
history came apart

branpy
By Glenn Gulllckson

School Book ory figured inlo that

nyone with a memory of Nov, 22, 1963,
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fateful day in Dailas.

M is here that | 5

say Lee
Hurvey Cawald fired the shots that killed
President Joha F. Kennedy.
The tragedy and mystery of the day that Kennedy
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Plaza in & museum slmply called The Sixth Fioor.

new or original about the
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the most-visited spot in
Dallas and that 400,000
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Even 32 years - visitors annually make
llhl', visitors their way lo Lhe muse-
um.
come to Organizers say the
Dea laza museum was nol cresied
to uebyui:e sty primeemcin
serve w
of the come to the Em 3
sssassingtion  FEamsfier the sssassing
lors sre n
of President m-ormbvdzmpdw
older
K."nedy' mum the day and
younger people who

only know about it from
‘sories and history books,

The eeriest part of the museum is the view frony
u--immthcmhbwwmsmpﬂulduv
tial motorTade passed,

The museum’s southeast comer is blocked off
mm.mtm-mnm-uhqwm
have been where suthorities found a sniper's nest
with three spent cartridges.

Suill ph phs taken
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A recording of a mdio bulletin breaks the museum’s
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Dallas.

A television 1ape shaws & shaken Walter Cronkile
delivaring the first news of the president’s death and
Lyndon Johnson‘s first addreas 1o he nation as pres.
ident,

The museumn rewins the building’s warehouse
feeling with open space divided by exhibits. Wall

mwited color. .
Approprisie 1o the subject and its time, maost of dis-
plays wre black and white.
Bml)umuuminm:up-imum:‘puhmm_
mmllquﬂmnmhu;mlhe 1960 cam-
paign snd the Kennedy presidency and ends with the
Kennedy legacy.

The adaminisiration's successes and failures are
mwummumu-&yump. the Cuban
Missije Crisis, Berlin, the space race xnd the Kemnedy

The Sixth Floor .

John F. Kennedy mnd
the memory of @ nation
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the president's had fallen (o 58 percent befors
Kennady made the irip 1o Texas to boost his re-clection
bid and helip heal rilts among Texas Democrats,
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first day of the trip, then stayed overnight in Fort Worth
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Kennedy

- P_#C'lz

-?)c;plte receiving

400 death
threats in the nine months leading
1p to the Texas trip, the bubble
top was removed from the prési-
‘fential limousine and newspapers
mplished the motorcade's route.
s==About 250,000 people turned

wut-to watch the motorcade from

.th'a‘.'lh'pon to the Trade Mart’

iwiiere Kennedy was to attend a
Tuncheon. Texas Gov. John Con-
molly, who was injured in the
‘shooting, and his wife rode with
the president and Jacqueline
Ke:medy Vice President Johnson
pndhlswdeweminanotherw
‘2 The museum covers the arrest
olOswnIcl. who had worked as a
erk in the building. Two days
Jdater, Oswald's murder at Dallas

Police Headquarters was wit- parking

nessed by millions watching live
television.

The media are credited with
comforting and unifying
shocked nation after the amsl
pation. It's said that broadcast
news came of age with around-
the-clock coverage of the events.

Videos show world reaction to
the assassination and scenes from
the state funeral that Mrs.

modeled after Abraham
- Lincoln’s funeral.

Kennedy's murder was the
fourth assassination of a U.S.
president and the first since 1901
whén President McKinley was
killed.

Without drawing conclusions,
the museum explores the range of
assassination investigations from
the- Warren Commission, the
national investigation that fixed
the guilt on Oswald as the lone
gunman, to conspiracy theories. A
10-foot by 10-foot model of Dea-
ley: Plaza prepared by the FBI for
the , Warren Com.mission is on

display.

Kennedy’s legacy 15 reviewed
in a video narrated by Walter
Cronkite, who notes that the
assassination is “a moment frozen
in"time" for those old enough to
remember where they were and
what they were doing when they
heard the news.

Exhibits show that Kennedy_
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_ Kennedy’s memorials includ

arts, U.S..involvement :in South-

east Asia and increasing concern ;
for security of the nation’s leaders.

the Kennedy Center for Perform-

the Kennedy Library
sans.buthisnamelhohm:hed
to numerous schoo{s.‘m_md

At the end of the museum tour,
notebooks are available for . visi-
tors to record impmslans and
memories.

Whﬂethemusmmishnndled
with dignity, the scene on the
street below borders on the
bizarre, As city traffic swirls
around the plaza, tourists retrace
the motorcade route and explore
the. grassy knoll, where some
invsugazon believe shom were

: Street hawkers sell pamphlers
about the assassination. Nearby
lots are designated with
red, white and- bluz imagas olr
Kennedy.

Thzseven-storyredbrldcbu:.ld-'
a ing, built in 1901, is no longer the
School Book Depository. The

bought the building in
1977 and it serves as a county
office building.

The Dallas County Historical
Foundation, a private non-profit

group, the museum,
which on Presidents Day
in February 1989." ~ .-

In October 1993, the building
and plaza were designated as a
Historic Landmark District.

The National Park Service's.
bronze plague beside Elm Street
near the spot where Kennedy was
shot signifies the historic impor-
tance of the area without saying
why. It reads: “This site possesses
national significance in commem-
orating the history of the United
States of America.” The card on a
bouquet reads “Friends of JFK".

About three blocks east of the
museum, the John F. Kennedy
Memorial dominates a park set-
ting. The memorial represents an.
empty tomb with high concrete
walls surrounding a slab of black
marble with Kennedy’s name in
gold lettering. £

The memorial was dedicated in
1970 with donations from Dalhs
County citizens. ' i
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