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It w
as form

er C
hief Justice E

arl W
arren him

self w
ho blocked a secon

d, m
ore open 

investigation of the assassination of P
resident John F

. K
ennedy, charges the m

an w
ho 

headed that second probe. 
W

aggoner C
arr, w

ho w
as attorney general of T

 	
hen P

resident K
ennedy w

as 
m

u
rd

ered
 in

 D
allas, set ou

t to con
d

u
ct h

is o 	
.tate in

vestigation
 of th

e 
traged

y. F
ew

 A
m

erican
s n

ow
 recall th

at C
arr's in

ve gation
 w

as actu
ally lau

n
ch

ed
 

w
ell before P

resident Johnson appointed the W
arren C

om
m

ission. 
A

nd now
 C

arr, in an exclusive T
A

T
T

L
E

R
 interview

, reveals for the first tim
e that it 

w
as W

arren w
ho thw

arted that state investigation, an inquiry that m
ight have erased 

all those doubts that still surround the assassination m
ore than 10 years later. 

C
arr, now

 retired from
 public service, recalled in the 

T
A

T
T

L
E

R
 in

terview
 h

is b
itter, fru

stratin
g figh

t w
ith

 
W

arren in w
hich his open-hearings proposal w

as turned 
dow

n and his ow
n inquiry itself ham

strung. 
"

A
fter O

sw
ald

 w
as k

illed
 b

y R
u

b
y,"

 said
 C

arr, "
I 

decided that a thorough investigation m
ust be undertaken 

im
m

ed
ia

tely
. A

s sta
te a

tto
rn

ey
 g

en
era

l, I h
a
d

 th
e 

authority to call a 'court of inquiry.' 
"T

his is a legal device to 
look into m

atters w
hich are 

q
u

estion
ab

le. T
h

e T
exas 

`co
u

rt o
f in

q
u

iry
' h

a
s 

subpoena pow
ers, can take 

testim
ony under oath, and 

q
u

ite
 o

fte
n

 r
e
su

lts in
 

evid
en

ce b
ein

g d
evelop

ed
 

to
 ju

stify
 th

e filin
g
 o

f 
c
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im
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a
l c

h
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r
 

providing grand juries w
ith 

en
o
u

g
h

 fa
cts to

 retu
rn

 

B
y JA

M
E

S K
E

R
R

 
specid to

 th
e
 N

o
tio

n
a
l T

a
ttle

r 

In
to

 a
n
 u

p
ro

a
r. M

a
n
y
 o

f th
e
 

new
sm

en cursed and denounced m
e 

for being a T
exan and a T

exas of-
ficial." 

B
u
t C

a
rr p

ro
m

p
tly

 b
e
g
a
n
 

a
sse

m
b
lin

g
 a

n
 o

rg
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iz

a
tio

n
 to

 
conduct his inquiry. 

H
e ch

o
se as h

is assistan
ts tw

o
 

attorneys w
ho had been m

em
bers of 

th
e
 p

ro
se

c
u
tio

n
 te

a
m

 a
t th

e
 

N
urem

berg w
ar crim

es trial at the 
end of W

orld W
ar II. 

O
N

E
 O

F
 T

H
E

M
 w

as R
o
b
ert G

. 
S

to
rey

. A
n
d
 th

e o
th

er w
as L

eo
n
 

Jaw
oraki, the H

ouston law
yer w

ho is 
now

 special W
atergate prosecutor. 

W
ithin a few

 days. C
arr learned 

that P
resident Johnson w

as creating 
an

o
th

er in
v
estig

ativ
e b

od
y, th

e 
W

arren C
om

m
ission. 

C
a
rr re

c
a
lls, "I w

a
s to

ld
 b

y
 

Johnson aides that the P
resident had 

d
ecid

ed
 to

 set u
p
 h

is o
w

n
 co

m
-

m
issio

n
 to

 k
eep

 C
o
n
g
ress fro

m
 

getting into the act." 
T

h
e T

ex
an

, w
h
o
 w

as w
id

ely
 

re
sp

e
c
te

d
 a

c
ro

ss th
e
 sta

te
 a

s a
 

prosecutor, hoped that the tw
o in- 

v
estig

atio
n
s 	

w
ould 	

w
ork 

co
o
p
erativ

ely
, sh

arin
g
 th

eir in
-

form
ation. 

T
hus w

hen C
arr received a tip that 

indictm
ents. 

"M
y
 p

lan
 w

as to
 h

av
e ev

ery
o
n
e 

su
b
p
o
en

aed
 w

h
o
 k

n
ew

 an
y
th

in
g
 

about the assassination and related 
events." 

C
A

R
R

 S
A

ID
 th

at w
h
en

 fello
w

 
T

exan P
resident Johnson learned of 

h
is p

lan
, Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

h
o
leh

earted
ly

 
ag

reed
 an

d
 u

rg
ed

 th
e T

ex
as at-

to
rn

ey
 g

en
eral to

 an
n
o
u
n
ce it at a 

W
ashington press conference. 
C

arr recalled bitterly the reaction 
to that announcem

ent. 
"T

h
e p

ress co
n
feren

ce w
as far 

from
 friendly," he said. "T

he w
orld 

p
ress w

as in
 to

w
n
 fo

r P
resid

en
t 

K
ennedy's funeral, and after I m

ade 
m

y announcem
ent, the place broke 



suggested Lee Harvey Oswald bad 
been a secret agent of the FBI, he 
lost no time in contacting Warren 
and an emergency joint-meeting of 
the two investigative bodies was 
held. 

BUT THAT was the last joint 
meeting. 

Actually, the Warren Commission 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON at first gave Carr go ahead to launch state 
probe 	then changed his mind and gave the job to Warren who 

sought to block Carr's investigation 



never recognized the Texas inquiry 
and tried to intimidate its chairman 
into abandoning his probe, Carr 
revealed. 

"Warren was openly Hostile 
toward us," Carr recalled. "He just 
wanted us to go away. 

"Very shortly, Warren made 
himself inaccessible to us and we 
were forced to communicate 
through Nicholas Katzenbach, then 
assistant to U.S. Atty. Gen. Robert 
Kennedy. Once I sat in Katzenbach's 
race for three days and most of 
three nights, just trying to get some 
word from him." 

At last, Carr became outraged 
over what he considered rude, high-
handed treatment and decided to 
bring matters to a head, 

CARR VIVIDLY recalls that 
moment in Katzenbach's office. 

'I decided that 

a thorough 

probe must be 

undertaken 

immediately..." 

-Waggoner Carr)  

"I stood up and put on my bat," he 
recalled wryly. "I called out that I 
might not be a big shot like the Chief 
Justice, but as a state official I 
certainly had authority. I said I was 
going back to Texas and open my 
public investigation in competition 
with Warren's secret inquiry." 

This turned the trick. 
The Warren Commission chair-

man immediately sent for Carr and 
promised that the cold war was off, 
that from then on nothing would be 
withheld from the Texas in-
vestigators. 

Warren even signed an agreement 
to that effect, 

"BUT WARREN violated this 
agreement," says Carr. "Very soon, 
I learned that he was conducting 
secret meetings of which we weren't 
notified. I called his hand and he was 
very upset. He knew then that I 
wouldn't abandon my inquiry. So he 
promised that we could sit in on all 
the Warren Commission meetings 
and we did." 

But. TATTLER learned, the  

take the FBPs word that it warn'• 
true. 

IN FACT, THE Warren Com-
mission did what it said it wouldn't 
do — accepted the FBI's word. 

Today, Carr is more kindly 
disposed toward the Warren 
Commission than might be ex-
pected. 

He told TATTLER, "Actually 
they had subpoena powers anywhere 
in the nation, whereas we were 
restricted to Texas. Also, through 
diplomatic channels, they obtained 
valuable information from Russia 
and Mexico which we couldn't have 
obtained. I seem to recall from 
sitting in on the meetings that 
Oswald visited Cuba at one time." 

If Carr's recollection of this is 
correct, it was never included in the 
Warren Commission report. 

Though federal officials ignored 
Carr during the 1960s, he claims the 
U.S. Justice Department under the 
direction of John Mitchell showed a 
keen Interest in him early in the 
1970s. 

CARR IS convinced this later 
treatment was even more diabolical 
than that accorded him by Earl 
Warren. 

Carr declared that Mitchell's 
Justice Department involved him in 
a stock scandal purely for political 
reasons. 

He claims that the charges of 
which he was recently acquitted 
were part of the Watergate con-
spiracy. 

"Many people seem to think that 
Watergate was something that 
happened in Washington," he said. 
"But its tentacles reached out into 
various states." 

Warren Commission wasn't through 
'with its mistreatment of the Texas 
Investigators. The Warren report 
gave no credit or eveninentioned the 
contributions of the Texas group. 
Actually, the Texans furnished 
considerable inkirmation to the 
Warren Commission. 

Plainly, the occasion for the one 
and only joint meeting of the two 
investigations was extremely 
irksome to Warren, possibly 
because of his animosity toward 
Carr. 

At that meeting, the Warren 
Commission solemnly vowed to 
check out the report of Oswald's 
reported FBI employment, not just 


