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ecem

ber 17, 1978 
A  T

H
E

 W
A

S
H
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G

T
O

N
. P

O
S

T
 

T
e
n
n
.
 A

ides- C
harged 

-P
cirole-forT

 
P

lo
t 

N
A

S
H

V
IL

L
E

, D
ec. 16 (A

P
)—

T
hree 

aid
es to

 G
o
v
. R

ay
 B

lan
to

n
, in

clu
d
in

g
 

h
is leg

al ad
v
iser, h

av
e b

een
 ch

arg
ed

 

in
 an

 alleg
ed

 p
aro

le-fo
r-p

ay
 sch

em
e 

o
p
erated

 in
 p

art fro
m

 th
e g

o
v
ern

o
r's 

eff ice, the F
B

I said. 
T

he m
en w

ere charged w
ith conspir-

acy
 an

d
 ex

to
rtio

n
 in

 a sch
em

e to
 ar-

ran
g
e th

e sale o
f p

ard
o
n
s, p

aro
les an

d
 

com
m

utations for seven prisoners. 

In
 o

n
e ease in

v
o
lv

in
g
 $

1
0
0
,6

0
0
, an

 
escape w

as allegedly considered. 

P
articip

an
ts in

 th
e alleg

ed
 ex

to
rtio

n
 

W
ere to

ld
 th

at B
lan

to
n
 k

n
ew

 o
f th

e 

practice, an F
B

I affidavit filed in U
.S

. 

D
istrict C

o
u
rt said

. N
o
 -ch

arg
es w

ere 
filed

 ag
ain

st th
e g

o
v
ern

o
r, w

h
o
 w

as 

not available for com
m

ent. 

A
n inform

ant identified only as M
r. 

B
 w

as secretly recorded discussing de-
tails o

f o
n
e alleg

ed
 p

ay
o
ff d

u
rin

g
 a 

long-distance telephone call to an aide 

in
 th

e g
o
v
ern

o
r's o

ffice, acco
rd

in
g
 to

 

F
B

I docum
ents. 

O
th

er co
n
v
ersatio

n
s w

ere v
id

eo
-

taped, authorities said. 
F

B
I ag

en
ts o

n
 F

rid
ay

 arrested
 T

. 
E

d
w

ard
 S

isk
, B

lan
to

n
's leg

al co
u
n
sel; 

C
h
arles B

en
so

n
, S

isk
's ex

trad
itio

n
 as-

sista
n
t, a

n
d
 L

t. C
h
a
rle

s F
re

d
e
ric

k
 

T
aylor, a 15-year T

ennessee H
ighw

ay 

P
atro

l v
eteran

 assig
n
ed

 to
 B

lan
to

n
's 

secu
rity

 staff. 
A

g
en

ts said
 S

isk
 an

d
 B

en
so

n
 w

ere 

carry
in

g
 $

1
,2

0
0
 an

d
 $

2
,3

0
0
, resp

ec-
tiv

ely
, at th

e tim
e o

f th
eir arrests—

part of $10,000 in m
arked m

oney alleg-

edly given T
aylor by M

r. B
. 

S
isk and B

enson w
ere freed on $50,-

0
0
0
  b

o
n
d
 each

 after th
eir arrests in

 

N
a
sh

v
ille

. T
a
y
lo

r w
a
s a

rre
ste

d
 in

 

M
em

phis and held in lieu of $100,000 

bond. 
A

ssistant U
.S

. A
tto

rn
ey

 Jo
e B

ro
w

n
 

to
ld

 M
ag

istrate K
en

t S
an

d
Id

g
e th

at 

ta
p
e recordings m

ade during an inves-

tig
atio

n
 th

at b
eg

an
 in

 1
9
7
5
 d

isclo
sed

 

th
at th

reats h
ad

 b
een

 m
ad

e ag
ain

st 

an
y
o
n
e w

h
o
 m

ig
h
t testify

 fo
r th

e g
o
v
-

ern
m

en
t. 

H
earin

g
s fo

r th
e th

ree w
ere sch

ed
-

uled for F
riday. 

A
n
 affid

av
it filed

 in
 D

istrict C
o
u
rt' 

b
y
 F

B
I ag

en
t C

o
rb

ett E
. H

art Jr. said
 

B
lanton. and J.P

. M
urrell, a special as-

sistan
t to

 th
e g

o
v
ern

o
r, w

ere id
en

ti-

fied
 in

 secretly
 reco

rd
ed

 co
n
v
ersa-

. M
ils as am

o
n
g
 "p

articip
an

ts: o
r 

had know
ledge of this activity." 

M
tIrrell, w

ho w
as not charged, could 

not he reached for com
m

ent. 	
- 

H
art su

b
m

itted
 an

 affid
av

it to
 th

e 

fed
eral co

u
rt in

 w
h
ich

 T
ay

lo
r w

as 
q
u
o
ted

 as say
in

g
 B

lan
to

n
 k

n
ew

 o
f th

e 

schem
e. 

"O
k
ay

, y
o
u
, y

o
u
 said

 th
at B

lan
to

n
 

know
s and has already given his okay 

a
ll . (in

a
u
d
ib

le
)?

" M
r. B

 a
sk

e
d
 in

 

the case of tw
o convicts. 

-"Y
eah

, y
eah

," a v
o
ice p

u
rp

o
rted

 to
 

be T
aylor's responded. 

L
ater, T

ay
lo

r alleg
ed

ly
 to

ld
 M

r. B
 

about 3
0
 sen

ten
ces w

o
u
ld

 b
e red

u
ced

 

in B
lanton's final w

eek in office "so it 

-,w
ould just be reported at once." 

B
lan

to
n
, a D

em
o
crat, d

id
 n

o
t seek

 

reelectio
n
 last m

o
n
th

. H
is term

 ex
-

- O
res Jan

. 2
0
. T

h
e g

o
v
ern

o
r said

 b
e-

'fo
re th

e electio
n
 th

at h
e p

lan
n
ed

 to
 

free R
on H

um
phreys, the son of a po-

litical ally w
ho had been convicted of 

second-degree m
urder in the deaths of 

h
is w

ife an
d
 h

er lo
v
er. B

lan
to

n
 w

ith
- 

.d
rew

 th
e p

led
g
e after it b

ecam
e an

 

selectio
n
 issu

e. T
h
ere w

as n
o
 in

d
ica 

tion the case w
as part of the extortion 

p
lo

t b
u
t it alleg

ed
ly

 w
as d

iscu
ssed

 b
y
 

T
aylor. 

T
h
e o

fficer alleg
ed

ly
 arran

g
ed

 th
e 

p
aro

le o
f L

arry
 E

d
 H

ack
er, th

e re-

p
u
ted

 m
asterm

in
d
 o

f an
 escap

e fro
m

 

B
ru

sh
y
 M

o
u
n
tain

 S
tate P

en
iten

tiary
 

involving seven m
en, including Jam

es 
E

arl R
ay

, co
n
v
icted

 assassin
 o

f th
e 

R
ev. M

artin L
uther K

ing Jr. 

W
h
en

 th
e p

aro
le w

as d
elay

ed
, T

ay
-

lor is purported to have told M
r. B

; 

"
. . 

T
h
e 

m
a
n
 a

in
't g

o
n
n
a
 d

o
 

n
o
th

in
' til after th

is electio
n
's o

v
er. 

Y
o
u
 k

n
o
w

, h
e's h

id
in

g
 rig

h
t n

o
w

 ju
st 

to
 stay

 o
u
t o

f th
at H

u
m

p
h
rey

s th
in

g
." 
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G
ov. Illanton's legal adviser, T

. E
dw

ard S
isk, center, enters N

ashville courthouse. 


