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PRESIDENT JOHNSCN'S NCTES ON CCNVERSATION WITH
SPEAKER McCCRMACK NCVEMBER 29, 1963 4:55 p.m.

President Johnson told Mr. McCormack that he had planned to
have the following on the Presidential Commission: the Chief
Justice, John McCloy, Allen Dulles, Richard Russell, Scnator
Cooper, Hale Boggs, and Congressman Ford.

Speaker McCormack approved of all of the men selected.

Spekher McCormack then asked the President to speak to
Congressman Ctto Passman who was in the office.

Congressman Passman: "'Mr. President, how are you? God
bless you and remember that I will cooperate in every way that I
possibly can and any time that I can help.. .1 shall do anything
within my power...." 4

President Johnson and Congressman Passman then discussed the
Foreign Aid bill,
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sevesass@valuate this report. It is not geing to be liks the Nuremberg trial
+ =+ 0r the railroad strike or anything like that,.but this is..new Kdgar Hoave
thinks he'll be ready tomorrow ..or maybe Monday. We think we ought to
anumounge this thing as quickly as we ean because Rusk is rather concerned
about it and. .,

You msan, . aonouncs ths...

The commission. . say they ars geing te evaluate the report.

I sent you down. . .You haven't get it yet. .a conplete memerandum on

the Pearl Harbor,. s0 you'd have it. . you know on the Exscutive Order and
the other things that happened. I just sent it down in case you'd want to have
a8 a sort of guidance background.

Now here is who | would think ., whe we think. .eught te make pretty good
one..] want to tall it to you and I don't want you to repeat to a human baing
cause ] haven't talked to any of them. I've talked to Russall., I've talked to
Dick Russell. Got to have some outstanding states rights man and Eastland
wat kind of the head ef the resolution investigating it over thars..better get
him to call off his investigation. I thought we'd take the Chief Justice and Jo!
McCloy and Allsn Dulles, Richard Russell, Sen. Cooper and considering
Rapressnistive Boggs who had besen talking about this stuf{ all the timae..
‘What Bogge ?

Hale Boggs..and Congressman Ford,

Hmrmom-hmmm., Goed man,

Can I get any better onas that you think af. I've talked to ncbody but Russell
about i{t..s0w I've got to be sure that the House and Senate don't mess with
them and that I've ged to have someone who can work with the Justice, the
Admindstration and with Hoover and that has besn interasted in it. .m0 it s
kind of like ths auther of a resolution. I really, just bstwean us, ] don't
wabtt Lastland. . ee that's why 1 got Russell.

On the Rapublican membaer, I'dhxnhmnuhwuh..thﬂcun..mmw
you consult with Halleek,

Well that's on you r appeintments up there..but this {s going te be appointed
by ths President,

Oh, yeu're geing te appaint {t.

Yes.

Well, what d& wa do up here?

Well, you give me sdvics. I'm just asking you do you think there's anybody
bettar that I could get?

Heo. Ne.
mmmwdumororhmr..ormromwlmm [
Republican that would sult this missicn. .if you were President, than Ford?
No. He's top-fight man, mmmm-ummm"of

responsibility, tos ..
And, Bogge. You'd feel all right, toc about him?
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Yes...yes.
Anbedy shown more interest in it.. ?
Ha's a goed man. .thoss are twe good men.
All right...now what do you..dsa't you think. ., s6e I just want to make a
Mr. Raybura eut of yeu...Diek Russell and John Cooper.
Yes, Coeper.,Dick Russell, toe. Of course Cooper is a strong man, .
Now who doesn't mmch like MeCley?
Lat ma ses...of gourss you'd have Coeper and Russell, more or less {rom
the South,
Well, Cooper is & border state...Bussell weuld be the South, Boggs would
be the sauth,
You wouldn't have any. . resally frem the North?
Got McCloy. . got Dulles
Yeah. .I msan on the legislative level?
No..Na.,,No. 1have Cooper border stats, Yord {rom Michigan and they
cong{dar that pretty Nerth. .but I'd have fhe Chief from California and
McCloy from New X ork, Dulles {m m New York..
You're ths ons (o maks the decision..
Yas, but I'm ,.] just want to get the best of them., ., but I'm geing to make it..
do you know anything about MeCloy yourself? *
Not mysalf, No.

- My impression is very good of him,

L...everything I've heard about him. .bas been vary favorabls..about the man
parsanally,

Now I told the Chief that Eg stland had premised me in the Senate that

he woulde't go en..thst I'd talked to yeu about it in the Houss..l don't want
to appeint & commission if they're gelng to start & whole bunch of
iovestigations. . so..

Wall as far as the House is concerned I'll do anything I can to stop
invertigations.

1 know it. Wall, I think we ought to. Seme fellow will be testifying. . coming
up {rem Dallas..add I think Khyuschev planned this whale thing and he got
our President assassinated. .then thlevision saying that Assistant Chief said
today that he bellsves Khruschev did se and se...you can see what that'll leac

us to right quick.

TR
VWha said that?

Nobedy said it. .but if they do, yeu know.

When ars you geimg te maks the appeintments?

Just as quick as [ can talk to them and get an Fxecutive Order drafted ..se
forth. I'd better get on with it. .1 just thought I'd bettar talkd/to you before
1did {2, my friend. Tou think it {s all right?

The theory of the commiasion {8 adselutaly cowrect...] know nothing en the
legialative lavel. . you see the enly thought was. .en the legislative lavel
with Russaell, Cooper and Boggs..,.thrse from the South..

Ha. .. Cooper is not a Southarner. .and Boggs is not much of a. ..

No...l agree with you on that,
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Beggs has been kind of authoring the resslutiemn, yeu know. He's been wantin
to investigate it over thers.

Who? Boggs?

Yes. Hs mads a p eech absut it taday.

Well, he was just answering soma quastions.

Yea, but he's been getting. . he's been on television thres or four timaes
about ,.thare cught to be a Congressisnal investigation,

Wall, I haven't hsard of it, .if I had, I'd spoken to him. . .toned him down..
But, Coopar is considsred preity lunnlhllew yeou know,

Thers'sno question about that

And Ford is {rom the North...and Cesper iz from a border state..and you've
got two Southarnars..but you've get two Northernars. .that are civilians..
you see what [ mean, to offset them.

Yes, I'm not. ..l wasn't undertaking to argue with you, ..l wouldn't do that
mrmdrm tances...

Wall, I should want you to if you disagree with ma. .. just tell me.

But,.,you couldn't have better men...but I was just thinking of the
geographical loeation on the legialative lavel and that is something...I just
simply called to your conscious mind for you to consider..but you would have
+++ Coppar. . Kentucky up north is considared South. .1 agree it is a border
state...

Wall you sse from the publie. .] weuldn't have any Southernsr..

What's that?

Thera are three men that are appeintsd te represent the public and nons of
them ares Southernsrs..

No, that i{s trus. Listen, you go ahaad..

Weall, you take care of the House «f Rapressentatives for me.

Wall, kow am I geing to take eare of them?

Wall, just keep them from investigating..

Wall, oh that, I've bean doing it..mew listen, cutside, I had Otto Pass

{n hare deing sems state work and | want to call him in and would like for you
to say hello to him, .

You betcha, ['ve got & pack them bastards waiting en ma..since 4:45...but
pat him on..

Mr, President, Hare's Otto. I was having a conferencs with him when you
called me and he’s in the outsr affice.

Well that's fins. I'd like te say halle to him.

Wait a minute, By, President,

Mr, President, how are you? Ced bless you..and remambar that I will
wrmhmnny“lmdﬂymﬂuﬂm&nlmho@..
Wall, I wished I could trade jebs with you..Otte..

Well I know that you do..but remamber that my praysrs are with ysuand I
shall do anything within my powsr...I'm not golng to make it any harder than
I have ta, .and ] was in here confarring with sur great Speaker s little v ile
ago about forelgn aid..it is not geing to be an easy thing, .but if and when. .
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Otto, m:m..nmmhrm...mnummm.gm..x
don't want you to repeat it to anyens. . but you've been my {riend and ens thing
I've found out sinee I've baen down hers. .im my reiations with 110 ethar
natioms, . abaut all I've got is fareign aid bill to deal with them with. . and we'
got more darmmed problems than you ever saw. ] just {inighed talking to

the Chalrroan of the AEC and he said the only ene knew this was Kennedy and
I'm the only ene that knows it now and when he walked out..I wished I hadn't.
known it. .

1 know what you mean. ,

But..you ean. ., we're spending over a hundred billion this ysar. .the Budget

is being made and coming up the 15th and the only thing I've got is a little
checkbook of 3-1/1 = 4 billion dollars. . just whatever you give ms ..and
you'll cut it some but you've already worked on it. . and that's the only thing
I've got s 110 pations. .now give me a year and ['ll try te sit down with you
and taka your rscommandations and try te meks the clean-up over thare in
any way that I can de.i2.I'm practical. ..] ean't do it the first month but

. «cause they'd say that the South is destroying everything, .but I'll get my
teeth into that and try to clean that agency up wheve it will amsell better to
you but please go home and say your prayers and say now...I'm the banker
and I ¢an let Johnsom have $400 & month or I can lét him have $300 but I'm
+eothat's all 'm going to have..in foreign aid. That is the only way I can
deal with the world and whataver you cut {t to. .1t is going to cause me trouble
cause Kanoedy i{s not here and I'ma new and when I have to eut them back..
they're goilng to say, well hell, last year they did this, .and this {s what he
did to me..I'm golng to do everything I humanly ean but you do it teo.

Could | say one thing 7 Before we get off the line, Mr. President?

Yeos sir.

And this will be werthwhils at the preper time. As I told cur great Speaker
here..] think in 17 years I've asked ene Prasidext to see ma for 15 minutes
.+ 1 don't {ocl with pecple when they're busy, I and when you want to discuss
this with me..1'll coms running with eur beleved Speakar..

Will do it. I want te that . .I'll tell yeu right sew. If ysu want to do it with
ms. ., we'll just do it and a8 soom as | ¢an move (n this place, we'll just sit
down and me and you and John will talk about it.

Lat ma,..let e do It with my Speaker because he's always been so halpful
to me but ] want to eay this befars we get off the line and I think this &ill be
something yeu'll be ehurning over because when I ¢oms, I'll be factual.

Last year, I gusss maybe [ was jumped en by mere people and eriticized mo:
by cutting foreign aid a billion dollars then any ethar tima since 1 handled the
bill, ..but ...they eame back this year and said, yes , you tock out a billien
+ .+« but you still gave us a half a killion dellars mere than we need, .and we're
geing tegx te lose most of it. . 8ee those are some things I'll have te talk to
you about.,and I teld the Speaker, [ said these people don't know what they
want, , what they need. . .they just are full ef bull, . and they naver pin it down. .
but I will say this, .there's a half a billisn dollars . .almost a half.. 578 millic
clean, unobligated funds that we're golag to give most of it up. .I've talked to
the Speaker and | have arranged to tell thess pseple how to keep & half a billlo
dollurs...of unobligated, .. .and at the proper tims, when you want to talk
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to me about this, I'll come rumming and I will lsan over backwards, Mr.
President, to help ysu and my Speakar.

Thank you my {riend, I'll be calling yeu.
Thank yeu.

I appreciats it..if you want to comae in..I want you to coms arnd you just
xk invite tha Speaker oy anybody elss you wast to coma with you.

When ysu are raady, Mr, Precident, esuss you have a....let. . when you
are ready, you tell the Speaker..and I want him with us because he knows
that my word ls my bond. .

God bless you. Thank you Otta.

Bye
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