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PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S NOTES ON CONVERS. TION WITH
CONGRESSMAN JACK BROOKS NCVEMBER 23,1963
L

t

Congressman Brooks said: "It's not going to be an easy job

but there #sn't anybody any better prepared to do it than you....
you're the best prepared Vice President we have ever had in the
history of the country...training and temperament."

(President Johnson asked him to come to his house, with
Charlotte, that night.)

Copy LBJ Library



——

Lk i g e oy pp———

Nevember 24, 1963

v

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 2%
McGEQORGE BUNDY Y s

MB:

LBJ:

LBJ:

LBJ:

«...the reception is tomorrow ...it is getting in good shape. Mrs,
Kennedy wants to receive ths heads of delegations hereself very
briefly right after the burial and then the State Departmeat would
have a . if you would receive more seriously and have a chance to
talk to some over there,..that would be very agreeable to the
family and I think that the double-header im a way ia graceful for
both parties and allows you to transact some Presidential business.
What we'd like to do...Bill Moyers and I were just talking...is

to put ther both out at once. Pilerre is about to go where Mrs.
Kennedy is receiving and we think they both ought to go together.

If that is agreeable with you?

Yes, that's right.

Now, Tuesday appointments, ! think should mot be decided or
anpounced until you azd ] have had ome more @1k because there's

a good deal of conflict between us and soms of the State Department
bureaus on it...and I'm sure we're right but I want you to be
satisfied.

All right.

I*ll come over later, sir.

All right.

Copy LBJ Library



Date: September 15, 1993

Processing Note

Re: Telephone Conversation between the President and Mr. Whitney
Young, MNovember 24, 1963, 5:55 p.m.

While working on preservation of the dictabelts, the archives
staff observed the following inaccuracies in the transcript:

On page 1, the transcript reads:
Wy: "..,.we’re gonna meet..."
On page 1, last paragraph, the transcript reads:

WY: "...Jim and I...."

The archives staff heard:

WY: "...we‘re gonna meet James Farmer"
and:
WY: "...Jim Farmer and I...."

Claudia Anderson
Archivist

Copy LBJ Library
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TELZPHONE CONVERSATICON BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND

November 24, 1963
5:55 P, M.

.\_J\;I

MR, WHITNEY YOUNG v

WY:

LBJ:

WY:

LBI:

WY

LBJ:

WwWY:

How are you, sir. How are you deing.
Hello, my f{riend.

I just happen to talk George and just wanted to bear this point
to you that have one hundred percant coafidence.

Well, you're mighty....

I've been seeing this on television and radie and I'm quite sincere
about it.

I know that. Yom've been wonderful. 1 waat you to comse in during the
next few days as soon as wa can get this behind us but in the meantime

I want you to be thinking, of course, I'm goisg to urge the Congress to

go ahead and act sow but I doa't know what we'rs going to get out of them
in the way of tax aad civil rights in the asxt three weeks. They're going
home Thanksgiving and they're coming back but we're just beginning to
fight. But I want you t&ﬂn some thought to what our approaches ought
to bs and who I ought o o and how we cught to organize and bow we ought
to really move abead....with what we're going to do and let’s all try and
go in the same direction, kind of like we have with Equal Oppertunity.
And, ! want you to do some heavy thinking on it and statesman-like thinking
on it and come in to see me. 1'm going to call Roy as soon as I hang wp
talking to you and [ don't know who else to eall, but if you woulda't mind
giving 2 little thought to that, maybe I cught to call one or two mors...

if you do, maybe you can give me

I think it would be marvelous. The aumber is BE-3-0536. I think it might
good strategy, ROW. ...We're gomna mseet...

What about Phil Randolph?

Phil is in Chicago.

Would you call kim fax=oet. .. if you werems?

Yes. 1 think it is very strategic. And all it's really doing i» rscoafirming

cause Jim and I wers togethar yesterday and he feels the same way
I &.
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LbJ:

WY:

wWY:

LBJ:

-z.

Well, I just want to get the benefit of your thinking and your approach
and let's try to not move with that ball unti] we know where we're going
and then let's go and ge right on through that goal line and then not sver
...might zet run out of bounds a time or two but ..thsy'll keep coming
and kind of like the fellow said'‘what's the difference between a Texas
Ranger and a Texas Sheriff",.. said "well, whea you hit a Ranger he
just keeps coming.® ....S50, that's kind of the fight we want to get

in. We want to just keep coming when we stary ...

I've got soms ideas.. and I'd be happy to talk with you.,the sooner the
batter because....

Well, I've got to get this funeral behind me and I've got all these heads of
states coming and I've got to say semething publicly ...I'm going to the
Joint Session and I think I just ought to tell them we're carrying on

and ask for passage of the Civil Rights Bill and the Tax Bill. ,and, I've
got to git down ... we've got to devise the strategy to get it done.
Humphrey told me yesterday that they’re all going horme Thanksgiving
and not gonna come back to taxss until December 10th and said sverybody
is so worn out, mad, and tired...thsy'rs aot going to pasa anything
between now and December 1Bth, when they quit for Christmas, so

I've got to get in behind them pretty quick.

Well, let me make a quick suggestion. I think yt;n'ﬂ just got to make a
date for that and point out that ...as ths desath of President Kennedy...
that hate that goes uachecksd doesn‘’t stop just for the wesk..2nd the

killing at Birmingham. . the people feel that they can react with viclence

when they dissent. So this thing is now bigger..

Dedicate 2 whole page on Hate. .. hats international. .. bate domestic...
and just say that this hate that preduces insquality, this hate that produces
poverty...that's why we've got to have a tax bill...ths hate that produces
injustice. ..that's why we've got to have civil rights...it's a cancer that
just eats out our national existance...

Right, right....that's wonderful.

God bless you....l was thinkiag of yoRicceoes

Sy e R U

wWY: One more thingo s« CORE and I hm‘t md “m‘ about .,...we sort of
expected an invitation. ..bow are they kandling that?

LBJ: I have no ides...and, let me inquire on it but I'd sure...l'm taking my family
and I'd almost take you as my guest if I can get an extra ticket...let me ses

Copy LBJ Library
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L3J (Contd)

WY

LBJ:

WwWY:

LB3J:

about it...I don't imow... Bobby is handling it. Buwt I can check it...

If you would. I think it would ba good that...I'd be happy to be with you

Well, I'll just check it and ses what happens and I'll get back to you some
time tomorrow...

Thanks. .. good...I'll be right here,

Bye

6:23PM CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND WHITNEY YOUNG AGAIN

LBJ:
WY:
L3J:
WY:
13J:
WY:
LBJ:
WY:

LBJ:

WY:
LBJ:
WwY:

LBJ:

wY:

LBI:

That invitation will came through to you and Roy tonight.

Tonight.

Yes, we talked to Sargent Shriver and he said that be'd work it right out.
Thanks se much, What time is that?

I don't know.

Well, I mean, what time ig the service?

Noon

O.X. Thanks so much.

Now, if you don’t...you call Bill Moyers through the White House
switchboard...

Bill Movyers.
He's my assistant.
Yes...I've met him.. Had him spsak at our confereace..

Well, no wonder he hasnu't been worth a to me. .. he's ruaning
around hare all the time.. 0. K,

God bless yom.

Thank you, my friend. Bye.

Copy LBJ Library
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PRESIDENT JCHNSCN'S NCTES CN CCNVERSATION WITH
MR. WHITNEY YCUNG NCVEMBER 24, 1963

Mr. Young said: "I just happened to talk to George and just
wanted to bear this peint to you that you have our one hundred
per cent confidence.,"

President Johnson told him that he was going to be calling for
advice on tax, civil rights, and Mr. Young suggested that in
his talk to the Joint Session % the President should mention
that '"hate that goes unchecked doesn't stop just for the week."

Copy LBJ Library
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November 25 1963 10:30 a.m. -

TELEPHONE CALL SRR . -
THE PRESIDENT TO
J. EDGAR HOOVER

Preas.

Two things. Apparently some lawyer in Justice is
lobbying with the Post because that's whers the
suggestion came from for this Presidential Commission
which we think would be very bad and put it right in the
White House. Now we can't be checking up on every
shooting scrape ia the country, but they’'ve gons to the
Post now to get tham an editorial, and the Post is
calling up and saying they’re going to run as editorial
i{ we don't do things. Now we're going to do two things
and I wanted you to know abeut it.

Ome: We belisve that the way to handle this as we said
yesterday -- your suggestion -- that you put at every
facility at your command, making 2 full report to the
Attornsy General and then they make it available to the
country in whatsver form may seem dasirable.

Second: It's a stats mattar, teo, and the State Attormey
General is young and able and prudsst and very ccoperative
with you -- he's going to rus a court of inquiry which is
provided for by & state law sad ha'’s golog to have associated
with him the most cutstanding jurists in the country But
ba's a good conssrvative fellow and we don't start invading
local jurisdictions that way and he understands what you're
doing and he's for it, and I wanted you to undersiand

what he was doing, and hs's gery stzong for it and he's
going to anmounce it today. Now if you get too many cocks
messing with the broth {2 makes == mess it up. Andl
think that these two are trained orgamizations and the
Attorney < 28a Geveral of the state bolds Courts of
Inquiry evary time a law is wolated, and thse FBI makes
these investigations. Se I wanted you to know that and
you cught to tall your press mex that that's what's
bappeniag sad they can expect Waggomer Cary the Attorney
General of Texas to make an amnoumcemest this moraing,
to bave a state inquiry and you ean affer them your full
cooperatioa and vice versa, he'll do & with you.

We'll wozk togethsr om it,
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Pres.

JEH

LBJ

L3J

w2a

And any influsnce you got with the Post, have them
point to them that you don't want tos many thiags
and just picking cut a Tom Dewey lawyer from New
York ard sending him down -- hunting aew facts --
this Commission thing, Mr. Herbett Hoover tried
thzt and sometimnes a Commission that's not trained
hurts more than it helps.

It's a regular circus then.

That's right.

Because it'll be covered by TY and everything like that.
Just like an investigating commitiee.

Exactly. I don't have much influsnce with the Post
because I {rankly dom't read i2. [ view it like the

Daily Worker.

You told ms that onece before.

I just want your peopls to know the facts, and your people
can say that and that kind of negates it, you ses?

Yes air.

Thazk you

Thank you, Mr. President,

Copy LBJ Library



Date: September 15, 1993

Processing Note

Re: Telephone Conversation between the President and Mr. Joe
Alsop, 11/25/63, 10:40 a.m.

While working on preservation of the dictabelts, the archives
staff observed the following inaccuracies in the transcript:

On page 3, the transcript reads:
JA (Cont’d): "...I suggest that You announce that as
you do not want the Attorney General to have the clean,
full, responsibility of reporting...."

On page 3, the transcript reads:

JA: "...to draw up a written report giving to the
public everything of the FBI that is relevant...."

The archives staff heard:

JA (Cont’d): ™...I suggest that You announce that as
you do not want the Attorney General to have the clean,
full, responsibility of reporting...."

JA: "...to draw up a written report giving to the
public everything of the FBI that is relevant...."

Claudia Anderson
Archivist

Copy LBJ Libra Ty
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TELEPHONE CONVERSATICN BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND

Nevember 25, 1963
10:40am / .

\ .

MR. JOE ALSOP

LBJ:
JA:

LBJ:

LBJ:

JA:

Lag:

JA:

LaJ:

Joe ?
Yes, Mr. President.
1 appreciate very much your calling...

Well, you kuow what I feel about you and you know how I . . . well,
I put it all in the lettesr...

--he has ordered or will order during the day, probably right after
the funeral, a state court of inquiry beaded by the Attorney General
which he will have associated with him one or two of the outstanding
civil liberties jurists in the coumry, perhaps Jarwarski who
represented the Attorney Gensral in the 5th Circuit negro case or
some of the trial lawyers of Amaerica or Dean Story, or...

You mean, somebody {rom outaide of Texzs ?

No, they're geoing to have FBI {rom autsid.l.'.l'ml. but thig is under
Texas law and they take all the involverments and we don't send in 2
bunch of carpet-baggers ...that's the worse thing he could do right
mwt L ]

You think so...

I 2now. .. wall, we've got the FBI doing anything that..if there's any -
question about Texas operation, they've got an FBI that's going to the
bottom of it and direct with the Attornsy Gemeral..but paralleling that
is the blus ribbon state board af inquiry headed by the hilliant Attorney
Gensral and associated with him somebedy like say John Garwood,

- Will ayton's son-ln-law, who was a birillianz Supreme Court Justice

that's retired...somsebedy like Roberts did at Pearl Harbor. . .and
that's what the Attorney Genaral is deing...mow, if we have another
Commission, hell, you're gomna have people running over each other
and everybody agreed. .now [ know that some of the lawyers. . thay
thought of the blue ribboa commission Arst, the Justice, and we just
can't have them lobbying them against the President, when he makes
these decisions. We decided that the best thing to do, number one
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LBJ:

JA:

.z-

the
to put xm FBI {n full force, number two to put the State im full force..

Nobody. . . nobody. . . 2Mr. President, is lobbying me, I lay awake all
night...

They're mot lobbying you, they're lobbying ms....last night. I
spent the day on it, ..l had to leave Mrs. Keame dy's side at the
White House and call and ask the Secret Service and FBI to proceed
immediataly. ..l spent most of my day on thie thing, yesterday. I
had the Attornsy General {rom Texzas fly im hers...I spent an hour
and 3 half with him yestsrday evening..l talked to the Justice Dept.
lawyers and to the FBI and the FBI is of the opinion that the wisest,
quicksst, ablest, most effective way to go about it is for them to
thoroughly study it and bring in a written report to the Attorney
Gensral at the sarliest possible date which they've been working on
since 12:30 yesterday, Number ons...and they have information
that is available to no ons..that has not been presented thus far and
¢o forth... Number two..to parallel that, we're having a blue ribbon
court of inquiry...

In Texas?
In Texas...where this thing cccurred...

Mr, Preesident, just let me give youn my political judgment on the thing.
I think you've dons everything that could probably be dons..

We just don’t want to be in a position. ..I'll make this one rmore state-
ment and thea I'm through....Il want to hear you....we don't want to
be ia the position of saying that we have coms in to 2 state other

than the FBL .that they pretty well accept...but some cutsiders have
told them that their integrity is mo good and that we're going to have
some carpetbag trials...we can‘t haul off people from New York and
try them in Jackson, Missiseippi..and we can't haul off people from
Dallas and try them in New Yor=k...

I see that, Mr. President...but let me...
It is their comstitutional right....ge ahead...pow..

Let me make one suggestion because ] think this covers...l think
this bridges the gap which I balisve and Dean Acheson believes still
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{Cont'd) exists...Deing..and Bill Moyers is the ealy person I've talked to

L3J:

JA1

3=

—

about it. . .and Frieadly is going to comse eut tamorrow morning
with 2 Mg thiag about a..a blus ribbes commissies which he thought
of indspendently. .. it isn't Justice Depastment lawyers who are
carrying oa this. .it's just things happened thought of by & lot people
aznd you thought of morte than ... mere details tham anyone else..and
I'm sure you're right except thare’s cas talesing plecs...I suggest
that you azaounce that as you do mat waat the Attorney Gemsral to
have tha cleas, full, respemsibliity of seportiag on his swa Drother's
assassimation, that you have autherized (e thres jurists and I would
suggest the Texns jurists and twe sow~Texas furists to review all
the evidence by the FBI aad produse a reponrt to the satiom for the
pation. . .and after the imvestigation (s complated. .. 80 that the
eoumtry will have the atery judicially reviswed, outside Texas and
if you teil Bill Moyers to eall up Frisadly and if you'll get out a
special axscuncemsnt this afterasen, you're goimg to maks 3
marvelons...well, you've already made a marvelous start...you
havea't put a damned foot cas-quartar of an inch wreag...and I've
saver saen anything liks it, you've Deen simply marvelous im the
moet paimful eireumstances but I do foel that there I8 that oxueh of
a gap and I'm sure that if Moyers calls Priendly, you bave a terrific -
support {rom the Washingtom Pest asd {rom the whols of the rest of
the press izstantly...

I'll ruin both procedurss wa've get, though....

Ne you won't...as you woa't. .. fust use the procedures you've got

and add to those precadures a statement saying that "when the FBI

has complisted its work, when it has campleted its work...2s you do
mot wish to inflict on the Atteraey General, the painful task of reviewing
the evidence comcsrring his ewe dDrethey's assassimation. .. you have
asked twe or thres, imcludiag I weuld include the bast judge om the Texas
bench. . . American jurists beyomnd, or imdividuals, Dean Acheseon, for
sxamcple, two or thres indidiveals beyend amy peseible suspicien

as te their iadependsece and impartiaiity, to draw up & writisn report
giviag to ths public everything of tha XAL fhat is relavant and then

you will bave this writiaa repert../mst Temas which tells ths whole
story which is based on the FiX evidenes ...It doesn't nsed to use

the things that ths FBI says caa't be used...and yot will eazry
absslute zonviction and will just be that littie extra added to the
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LBJ:

JA:

LBJ:

JA:

JA:

L

admirable mechinsTy that you've already got that will earry
complets eoaviction. ..

My lawyers, though, Jeu, tsll ms that the While House mmst not
.+ .the President. .. must nst injeet himself into local killings...
and. ...

I agree with that...Dbut in this case it does happen to ba the killing
of the President. ..and the thing is..l am aot suggesting issus...

I know that. ..

Mind you, mind you, Mr. Pregident, I'm not talking about an
{nvestigative body, I am talking about a body which will take all the
evidence the FBI has amassed when they have completed their
{nquiry sad producs a public report om the death of the President.
That, I think, you ses, that is not an imterfereace in Texas...

Ha, bnt it8. ..

Wait a second, mow...that iz a way to traasmit to the public,
without breach eof confidence...and in a way that will carry absolute
conviction efihat the FBI has tnrasd up... -

Why can’t the FBI tzansmit it?

Becauss Bo ODS. ..again. . .on the leRk they won't believe the FBI...
and the FBI doesa’t writs very well...

You maan, Hick Eatzenbach?

Well, I just woulda’t put it om Bebby amd Mick Katzenbach...1'd bave it
outside. ..l think i2's unfair te put it om Bobby...it is his own brother’s
daath. ..

Nst going to touch it on Bebdy, .. wa’re putting it em the finest jurists
i{n the land...fozmer haad of the American Bar Association...that's
sumber cne that we're putting it om...then we're putting it on the
top investigative ageney and agkisg them to writs a report...

I'm 20t. .. I'm mot suggesting that you appeint an additional investigating
commissicn. . .I'm just suggesting that if you went to carry absoluts
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(Cont'd)

LBJ:
JA:

LBJ:

JA:

LBJ:

JA:

-5-

convictions. . .this vary small addition to the admirable machinszy
that you've alrsady have...will help you aad  believe that it will
atsfinthe imagination of the coumtry and be a very wseful. bappy
thing ...and the man asks if you have twe secends...this alernoon..
for exampla...ask Dean Achseson...ha's the man to ask...lsse all
the arguments you maks and you're dsad right sad I'm mst...my
concsption is compietaly wrong. .. bt I do think that this additional
feature is needed..

{ talked to...] gussa, afer midaight lest might...
Well I know how you mmst have bser comcsraed. ..

the ablest, the trusst civil libertiss lawysr in this town in my
judgment. .the man that's mads the best arguments before the Supreme
Couzt and it was his judgement the worst mistake we could make

. oo gotting txapped. ..

And, ! new sse exactly how right yes are and how wrong [ was about
this idea of a blue ribboa commission...

that
Row, you see, Katzenbach suggested that and Epprovoked it..the
lawyers a=d ths council just hi? the ceiling...said, my God Almighty..

1 ses...l see...I see that you're right and be was wrong..what I1do

¢ 8o

Then | callad back to Katenbach and I thought he accepted ....

Well, I doa’t kzow anything about Xatzenbach. ..l haven't talked to him
for three weeks..but what I am suggestieg is not at all what Kalzenbach
suggested. . .l am suggesting simply a device. ..

Well, Ih&ﬂtﬂkb-&zﬁnm&ﬁ.,..

for summing up the result of the FBI imquiry iz a way that will be
completely ceherent, dstailed, and will earry uachalisngeable
convictions and this carrying comviction is just a8 important as carrying
oa the izvestigation ..im ths right way...aad I worry about this Post

Copy LBJ Library



JA

4=

(Cont'd) editerial...l’d like you to get abead of them. ..

LBJ:

JA:

JA:

LBJ:

JA:

LBJ:

JAz

1LBJI:

And, 1 worry about ths Post, perisd...but...

Well, Idnho....bul'dl.thmugﬁaﬁuddﬁumandumhan...
if you maks this decision and have Moyers call Friendly or Kay
m“dm‘o.a“u‘ Mh‘....ﬂlh'ﬂ!“ﬂglﬂto dﬂscn
this is what ought to be dons and then what you do being dencunced

28 imadequate, they’ll be put se hard and will do you a tremeadous
piecs and I'm sure you will bave the strongest possible support. ..

it will be thought that sverything has besx doas that needs doing
and...but I do think ...my own judgmant is that there is that little
missing plecs...and, Dean, may disagree and you talk to him

LR

' talk ¢o him and. ..

And, I hate to isterfere, air...] cunly dare to do se because I caze so
zrach abost y0U. ...

I know that, Jos....

And!hn&adatpnm&hyuaﬂlwm'ubom right and
T've besn wreng..as to the generzl comcepticn. ..

R's act & quastion...it's not really my thinking...I'm not enough
exparisnced...

D= really...shat I'm really homestly giving you {a public ralation
advice and mot legal advics..

Well. .. I'm 8¢ bounded. . . I don’t have a defimits civil liberties pleture
that seme of the dolks that have werked on this with me. .l had a lawyer
lef my house srownd midnight ..and spent, § gusss, three or four
bours going over this thing from A to Z..afler the Attornsy Gezaral
was called {n here yesterday aftermcen ..and after the FBI was put o= it
s caftar we told Sserst Service to make availabls everything they had. ..
and, we thought, that this was the best way to handle i2.,.
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LBJ:
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Well, Mr, Presidest...l m..xmmmpmmmm
be late gaﬁn;iﬁamrmﬂ...htlupm...lmmrdodm-
have beea 200% right and I was wroag...{rem the public relations
standpoint and {rom the standpaint of carsying comviction. . .there is

MMhrMhmyhnm&ymwmug upon Texas
feelings or sovereignty...
Thank you, my {risnd.. Bye..
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November 23, 1963 4:00 pm
TELEPHONE CALL

TIH{E PRESIDENT
TO McGEORGE BUNDY v

LBJ The Securities Exchange, commodity markets, etc.
I'm a little worried abeut them tOmMOrrow == you <DOW
what they did -- they dropped aftar Eisenhower's
heart attack, so that's the main reason we really
wanted to speak Tussday, hopjng we could hold thern.
But I wonder if you wouldn't mind talking to Dillon
and Martin and seeing if they've got any suggestions.

MB I talked in a general way to yesterday aad he
was not worried, but let ms check again, because that's
24 hours old.

LB3J 1 think both of them might mmake some kind of 2 statermant

about the eontinuity, stability, er something, aad
express their confidence — it might belp. They ought

to be imaginative enough to find something that they think
to stabilize it,

MB Your latin American idea {s regarded s ten stridke
and we're going to orgamize that for tomorrow afternion,
there's some problem of where, but we'll have a
recemmendation on that {a the merning. DeGaulle is
ther senior of these three msm you're sseing this eveaning.
I think you probabiy ought to see him first. You'd be
sesing them all three in order. Ha's very praotocol -aire
and the other two doa't care. The other two, you 3eR
ars not heads of stats.

LBJ All right.
MB Does that bothar you?
LBJ A litthe. Ithought I'd sandwich him in, but if you think

it'd be disagreaabls. You ses, he urged....what time
do we have to see kim?
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Well, we hops you'll be through with the reception and
certain private interviews, and you could see him at
7:00 and then have Pearson and Ikeda right after that.
All right, I'll flollow your judgems=at on that.

They're both tickled pink. Thank you, Mr. President.
And 'l get on to Dillon en the other.

Thank you.
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November 25, 1963 4:04 pz

TELEPHCNE CALL i
THE PRESICENT TO LARRY O'BRIEN

Lo

L3J

Lo

L3J

Lo

LBJ

LBJ

LBJ

Lo

Yes, Mr. President,

Nesdless to tell you, 'm mest anxious for you to coatinue
just like you have been, because I need you a lot morse than
he did.

Mr, President. Ken {8 hers with me. Do you have an
immadiate problem?

No. I just wanted you to kmow bow stromgly I felt about you
and Ken and all the rest of the staff ard I had talked to some
of them ipdividuzlly, but I hadn’t had a chance to run into
you, and I think you krow the confidence I have in you

ard admiration I have for you.

1 know that, Mr. Preside=ne,

I don't expect you to love ms ag much ag you did him, but
I expect you will after we've been arcund a while.,

Rignt, Mir. President.

I just wanted to tsll you I felt it. I wanted to congratulate
you, too, on that (sounds like meonth or Mundt) votsup there.
I think it would be terrible to Kenmedy's marcory to have
this wheat sale thing repudiated, and I hope that they got
the votes im the Senate amd they don’t taks it up until they
do have them . Do you ksow aaythiag about it?

Ro, I'll check that though.

The committee voted agaiast it, eight to...

I know it.

Apparently the leadsrship agreed to bring it back and
let the Seaate vote oa it.

There was an agreement that it would be reported out
on the 25th. And that they would bring it to the floor of the

Senate,.
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LBJ

LO

LBJ

Lo

L3J

LO

LBJT

LBJ

=g=

Well they voted 3 to 7 today against it. Now what's
importast is that we check those votes pretty carefully
somebody -= I doa’t want to be in a position personally
doing it, er haviag some undarling on my staff do it,
1'd rather somabody in yorr office check it.

Right.

1 did tell Mansfield that I thought it would be terrible
to Xeonedy's memary and I a bell of 2 way to lauach
a pew administration.

Right, I agres.

And so I want somebody to give it a little attention
and let me know tonight or im the morning if there is
anything that I ceed to kzow about it if it's not well
taken care of.

Yery good.

And then you let ms xnow any suggestions you have
because we're in this thing -~ up to our ears.

Right, Mr. Presidsnt.
Thank you, Larry.

Thank you.

Copy LBJ Library
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November 25, 1963
6:38 p. m.

4
5

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN TED SORENSON AND WALTER JENKIN
(Sorenson to WJ) -

wJ:

TS:

wJ:

T8

wJ:

TS:

wJ:

Hello
Mre, President?

No, this {s Walter Jenkins. Ted, he won't be back here for a little
while because he's going to see DeGualls, Ikeda and Pearson over
there befors he comas back...be back hers abous 8:00, I think.

I just wondered whather he had an epportunity to look at the Galbraith
and other drafts ...would you know?

Well, I don't kmow about others, but I have ths Galbraith one that came
here sincs he left and he hasn't beex back soc he hasn't had an
opportunity ...but I plan to show i to him as econ as he gets back.
Well, I don't like to ask him to call ms...will you be in your office
that late.. I'm going to be here, quite a whils, then I've got a dimner
but the operator will always know where to reach me..

All right,

I just thought, perhaps, before I started in, I ought to get some feeling
about he feels about some of thege drafls. As you can imagine, its kind
ef tough starting out "bang' for 2 nsw man. .

Sure it is and I expect you've got ons hundred different suggestions
{rom different peints of view, so, let ms eall you for him when he

gets back.

O. K. thanks,

Yery good, Ted.

Copy LBJ Library
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Novermner 25, 1963 */
9:20 p. m. '

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEZIN THE PRESIDENT AND MARTIN
LUTHER KING

LBJI:

LBT:

LBJ:

cessssssssssecscsss YOUT iBterest and your cooperation and your
communication and a goed many peopls told ms that they heard
about your statement. ..l guess, on television...wasn't it?

Yes, that's right.

I've been locked up in this affice and haven't seexn it but I wan? to tell
you how gratsful I am and how worthy I'm golng to try to be of all

your hopas....

Well, thank you very much, I am so happy to hear that and I knew
that you had just that great spirit and you know you have our support
and backing...ws know what a difficult period this is..

It's just an impossible pericd...we've got a budget coming up that
has...nothing to do with it., . practically already mads...and we've
got civil rights bill...it hasn't even passed the House...and its
November and Hubert Humphrey told me yesterday everybedy wanted
to go homs...we've got a tax bill that thay haven't touched...we just
got to not let up o2 any of them and keep going and I guess they'll say
that I'm repudiating...but I'm going to ask the Congress Wednesday
to just stay there till they pass them all...they won't do it...but
we'll just keep them here till next ysar until they do and we just won't
give up an inch...

Well, this {s mighty fine. I think its so imperative. I think one of the
greatest tributes that we can pay iz memory of President Kennedy

is to try to enact soma of the grsat progressive policies that he sought
to initiate...

Well, I'm going to suppert them all and you can count on that and

I'm going to do my best to get other men to do likewise and I'll have to
have you'alls help...I never nsedsd i more than I do now. .

Well you know you have it and feel free to call om us for anything,
Regards to the family,

Thank you s0 much, Martin, Call ms when you're down here next tims
and let's get togethar and anmy suggestions you've got, bring them in.
Fine, fina. I certainly will do that.

Thank you so much, my friend.
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FRESIDENT JOHNSON'S NOTES ON CONVERSATION WITH
MARTIN LUTEER XING, NOVEMBER 25, 1963, 9:20 p.m.

(Came in late on conversation, but obviously Martin Luther King
had made a statement, which Idon't have.)

The Fresident said.ccscsccccsasssccsne "your interest anc
your cooperation and your communication and a good many peotle
told me that they heard about your statement. I guess--on television--
wasn't it? "

Mr. King said that was right.
The President went on to say:

1] have been locked up in this office and haven't seen it
but I want to tell you how grateful Iam and how worthy [ am going
to t:‘j-" to be Of au Your hopcs ess e e s "

Mr. King replied by saying:

"Well, thank you very much, I am 2o happy to hear that and
I xnew that you had just that great spirit and you know you have
our support and backing...we know what a difficult period this is."
The FPresident told him that it was just an impossible
period, that they had a budget coming up practically already made
and the civil rights bill which hadn't even passed the House and
that it was November and Hubert Humphrey told the President just
yesterday that everybody wanted to go home..The President said
there was the tax bill that they hadn't touched and that they just
could not afford to let up on any of them and keep going and he was
going to ask the Congress on Wednesday to just stay there until
they pass all of them. He said he did not believe they would do it,
but he would just keep Congresas there until next year until they do and
that he did not intend to give an inch.

Mr. King said:

"Well, this is mighty fine. I think it is 30 imperative.
I think one of the greatest tributes that we can pay in memory of
F-resident Kennedy is to try to enact some of the great progressive
policies that he sought to initiate.'

The Fresident replied by saying:

""Well, I am going to support them all and you can coust on tbat
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FRESIDENT JOHNSON'S NOTES ON CONVERSATICN WIT= 24
MARTIN LUTHER KING, NOVEMEER 25, 1963, 9:20 v.m. =

(Martin Luther King had made statement on television, which
we don't have.)

The President 338iG..cccsssas00..''Your interest and your
cooperation and your communication and a good many people told
me that they heard about your statement. I guess--on television--
wasn't it?"

Mr. King said that was right.
The President went on to say:

"I have been locked up in this office and haven't seen it
but I want to tell you how grateful I am and how worthy I am going
to try to be of all your hopes....."

Mr. King replied by saying:

"Well, thank you very much. Iam so happy to hear that
anc I knew that you had just that great spirit and you know you have
our support and backing. We know what a difficult period this is.”

The President told him that it was just an impossible
period, that they had a budget coming up practically already made
and the civil rights bill which hadn't even passed the House and
that it was November and Hubert Humphrey told the Fresident just
yesterday that everybody wanted to go home. The Presgident said
there was the tax bill that they hadn't touched and that they just
could not afford to let up on any of them and keep going and he was
going to ask the Congress on Wednesday to just stay there until
they pass them all. He said he did not believe they would do it,
but he would just keep Congress there until next year until they do and
that he did not intend to give an inch.

Mr. King said:

"Well, this is mighty fine. I think it is so imperative. .
I think one of the greatest tributes that we can pay in memory of
President Kennedy is to try to enact some of the great progressive
policies that he sought to initiate."

The President replied by saying:

"Well, I am going to support them all and you can count on that
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(2)
and I am going to do my best to get other men to do likewise and I
will have to have your help. I never needed it more than Ido aow.'
Mr. King replied by saying:

"Well you know you have it and feel free to call on us for
anything, Regards to the family."

The President thanked Mr. King and said for him to
call him when he was down that way next time and they would
get together. He said that any suggestions he had to please
bring them in. Mr. King said that he certainly would do that.

Copy LBJ Library
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9:29 p. .

TELEZFHONE CONVERSATION BETWEXIN THE PRESIDENT AND
McGEQRGE BUNDY

(McGeorge Bundy to The President) v
LBJ: Yes, Mac,
MeB: Mr. President. Ons of ths papers...cne of the tickers has it that

one of the Goverzors says that you say that DeGualle is definitely
coming somsetimse next ysar...we can maks this as hard or as soft
as you want..do you have & view on that?

No..no..] told them I'd asked him to coms. ..that he had planned

. .had soms tentative plans to coms nsxt year...and that I would
ask him to considsr doing that,.

Well the matter is still under discussion,.den't want to...,

I don’t care...although he told ma he would..

He said he would...probably don't want to pin him in the papers...

No.,.n0...08

We'll say that the prospect of a visit was dlscussed ...as planned.
O.K. That's what I need to know.

We had & good masting with ths Governers...

Oh, good. Ihsard them out Srst then I thought that was very
touching. . . good.

Thank you, my {riend.

Right, siz.

Copy LBJ Library



Date: September 15, 1993

Processing Note

Re: Telephone Conversation between the President and Mr. Ted
Sorensen, 11/25/63

While working on preservation of the dictabelts, the archives
staff observed the following inaccuracies in the transcript:
On page 2, the transcript reads:

TS (Cont’d): ‘"people are looking for an excuse to be
getting the tax bill..if you...."

On page 4, the transcript reads:

1LBJ: ",..Doug Dillon says we’ve got to have a sentence
on being frugal and thrifty. .o.®

The archives staff heard:

TS (Cont’d): ‘“people are looking for an excuse to be
against the tax bill..if you...."

LBJ: "...Doug Dillon says we’ve got to have a sentence
on Balance of Payments, being frugal and thrifty...."

Claudia Anderson
Archivist
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TELZPHONE CCNVERSATIOR BETWEELN THE PAISIDENT

h*' 23. 1’“
18310 po =

AND MR, TED SORINBONR

First part of coaversation is betwees B{ll Moyers aad Ted Sorenson:

BM:

T5:

Bl

Ted, just 2 mizute, be'll be with you im just 8 minnta....
T rying to get rid of soms pecpis...

Who's this...Blll7 How did ths mesting go?

1 would sum it up by saying that hs faels we eught to try a tactical move
of talidag adowt 3 budget af $100-9153. . .in exchange for the $11 billicn
.. .glving up at least $1 billiom new for $11 Bilicn...wxi we get the
tax cut. ..l think he'll decids vary skartly...but he wants the bill...he
faels that hare’s & ... 2hat the emly way ef getting the bill is to offer
them a budget less than $188-§150 which Cordea bas got {2 dowa o nowW..
2nd it's probadkiy more imgertant to get the bill and sacrificing {a the
paxt budget at laast in the plasming ef 2. ..cms dillioa. .but the
clearancs of ths meating is that he wants the tax bill and he wamts it
before the JARTALY ....a2d to fiad the mest homorable but expedient
way to do i2..secondly, hs wants this eivil rights bill, the fret thing

in the next Ceagress..hs thinks if wa go imte the civil rights bill now
you wea't get the tax bill until thres o four months {rom now...aad
thess fallows all tall him that the tax il seow will mean...s3a immediate
upsurge in the ecomomy. .. which cught mot to be delayed until mext
April, May, Juns...80 ke asked Gorden to go out aad restedy $101.5

¢ .through the use of gimmicks...or throwgh aa actual withholding of
soms plazs and comme back zud see i he ean’t tail him “yes™ he can get
it down to $180-$200. .. something like that...and then ses where ws
can go {rom thers...what are your comments ?

Well it dspends ea how it's doas..if it's done by cutting aaything out of
the budget. .that’s soursd muscle..ea I think that's a mistake...I think
you can get the tx=x bill...aad I knsw you exa get the tax bill without deing
that, .. bst ] know the Presideat’s thinicing om this is far greater than
mine. .l thisk that & budget of $10] ..eam be described ia such a way

and accurately 80 ...that {t's vary dear that {2 {s an economy type
budget and is cortainly ensugh to justify....yos know, most ol thasse
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Ts:

=d=

people are locking fo7 an excuse to be getting the tax bill..if you don't
give them that excuse...they'll nd some ether axcuse but the tax hill
has majority of votes {rom the Finanee Committes and has the majority
of wtss from the Senats flcer...I wouldn't give away toe much just in
ordar to get that majorily & littls bit bigger...or even the action on it
a little bt sccmer...

Well, be didn’t commit himself...in fact, he said "I don't want to
decide tomight. .but this is my thisking a¢ the moment and I really
kavea’t haard the ather side of it but [ will...

Well, as ] zay...] thiak I'd liks ts take a loek and see what the needs

are...cutting out of the budget. ..thers ave some gimmicks you can use..
thers are some ways you can bald things back or concsal them ard so
o=. ..the budget after all iz ocaly & scheduls of estimats. .. and estimates
can vary by a billion dollars..oms way or the other without mmeh
troubls. ..l doo’t mind the chaage im estirmates but I don't want to ses
good programs knocked out...

Right...I'll send you a copy af Gerden’s budget...bs only sent ms cne
eopy this afternoon...but I'll ssnd you ome Arst thing in the morning..

O.K. 8na

1 dom't think we ought tc say anything specific about ths budget..in the
address...do you? On ¥ednesday?

30..4.
Tes, Ted..
Hello, My, President...

I apelogize for being late in cal ling you but I had this group...] juss got
Doug Dillen out of bere that's en the budget ....

Ok, 1 undarstand. As 3 matter of fact IRm sorry that I told Bill that I
::dgh&mﬂw.-...

Well, wa've got mere importast preblems tham theirs...ws can't rasolve
i2...they'res 8ot geing to give us the tax bill unless we get eur budget

down $100 billiom...it's stica of whaether you taks a billica and a haif
out of your budget or $11 the taxses...that's the way they put it to us
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udlgmtn'uhlnummaﬂmvhsnmdo...
I doa’t think that really is the cheies...] was just talling Bill....

You dan*t?

I thizk we ean do bettery than that. ..

All right...

But it depands a littls bit on bow we can play with the budget. .. theka rays
of pressnting a budget which is, you know. . .satisfles any reasonable
man that's willing to be satisfled and the caressonabis ones will find
sorns excuse to vots against iR om the tax bill, g=yway...

Well. . .our problem seems Jos Fowisr and Dillon and all of them in aere
is getting it sut of the commitiae. . and to got it out of the commitae
it's got to have somae Republican votes. ..aad Byrd told {riend Dave
Lawrencs semstime 2gc and Byrd's been repeating since...mow Morton
picks {2 wp...and iz a way Ribiceff is kind of committad to it causs he's
committed to Byrd en procedures...znd Byrd is just mot geing to get
myhiuthhyur...mtgﬂgtamnmh&n..uhss samebody
gives Misnassurance it's sot geisg ever $100 billion...aad he's still
mwuwmmm.munl«m-munmwmu
Midgea , Ribicoff and our baloved frisnd, Mr. Mortons, vote reported

if we get him that kind of 2ssuzancs. .. yOu 88¢, i we don't, ba won't.
Row what they have to do...thay've got a $1/2 billion gimmick s0 it gets
dowa to $101...pretty quick..cadsy the Eeznedy guidelins. .they THINK
they can get that $1/2 billion. .but met surs, they've got to work on it
amethar day of two...xids drafts instead ¢f semding the made
....that lsaves $101...they think McXamara ecan squesse $2 or $300

milliom more out of his. .. 80 it gets it dewa to $166 killisn $800 millica. .thsy

think. . without endangezing any ef the programs that are in there..
thay've got poverty and ather things..and soms little mew things..
dzesn’t have aBy 2sw starts ea reclamation..l told them it would cos?
them $10 million te put them im...but...we’re getting a good dsal of
static {rom Agriculture, Interiey and fha cther depariments...they
shink that $100 dillica budget is gaing te bs awful bad...and I do too but
1 don't $100 billion with the tax bill is bad a8 §102 without oms..

Wall, there's =0 doubt abowt thae, If that’s eur choice...I'm mat

convinced that i the cheles,.
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Hovember 26, 1963
1:28 - ? ‘f;'

TELEPEONE CALL TO
H. BUSBY FROM THEL PRESIDENT

LBJ;

HB:

LBJ:

LBJ:

LBI:

HB:

v

Buszz, tell me what thsse last two pages are.
Yes sir

Bugz, tell me what these last two pages ...wa've got them
all bat two, what are they en...isternational affairs?

Yes sir
If not, we've got to put a good deal of that in it , you see.
Ok, ye8....is that satisfactory?

Yes, this is real good, what we'vas got. I['ve got to get that
thrift and {rugality in imteraatiosal affairs in it..

I vant to get thrif? and {rugality in there...] want to question
whethsr or B0t this legizlative progmm talk is what you want
“ “?..‘

Yes, yos. I want just what you've got in there up to now.
ldoa't want a2 naw program, I just want to get the ome passed
we've got and we'll coma up there...

I meant whether you should talk about it this way at 21l or tell
them that they can't ...doa’t expect them to do it for the first
year...explicitly tell them that.

1'd just leave it liks youw've got it.

O.E. Well I dida't trust that. I didm’t thini that would be
what you wanted.

No, I think I'd laave it like that. I dox’t thisk ..we can go
any further and we'll see but I've got to wrap it up now because
I...would maks tha report...I would say that im the last five
days...{Blil, go out there and meet him)...apparently an
{ntarruptica...last {ive days that I'vegot to adhere to what

I've seen and hear to..talk to..hsar the developments in
international relations. We'rs ssheduled to meet with
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LBJI:

ade
the Echardt, DeGanllas...
What about Homa. .dld yeu talk te Homa ?

Axnd Homs. ..thoss three, we're all going to see..and
just say the many problems we bave in the world ...
but we're working {n umity and the way the world is
working with us..we're grateful to them.

Against the business about you going to ses Khruschev
somswhers. .. would you liks to say anything about...
maybe not leaving the country..or something of that
“ﬂ..'

No. cee

I think that that might be eather popular with the
country. .becarse of the seceession...

Well, we might way while soms of thern are coming bare
..uh...with all the problems that we havs...and getting
acguainted with them ...and the remainiag year of this
Administration. .. den't havs...it's obvicus that I can't be
away or somsthing like thag. .. .

1 was thisking about sayiag somthing such as that the aifice
ef the Amarican President has become a world office..

but in thess times I balievs that the placs of the American
Preeidant is at horms. ..

Well, you might...{ls ksard ts say to someone in the room
with him "what do you think about that Abe?" ... repeats

the above .."the office of the American President has becoms
a world office bat in these erxitical days the place of the
American President is at home. .. he thinks we sught to say
{n view of the Khruschav fselsrs and his lstters in wanting

to get together..and he thisks im visw of the McCormack

s a

B.. “Y‘ BOcesccsonse

Hg says ©v... O.E...vary good.

Now, we've got to have sommething im theve, you kmow, om
the Alliance for Progress ...Buzs...0.K. well you'd better
hurry sow becauss I'm gonmaa have to work on it ..and all the

.
1
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time I'm going to have is betwees mow and 4 o'clock
--.cause I go (ato this Latin Armsrican thing at 4 o'clock
and then I'm going to ba stuck add I've got to get this on
the mimeograph...we've got a clear ringing endorsernant
of the Alllance for Progrese cause we're making that

at 4 o'clock...2nd maybe Dick Goodwin maybe get a
sentence of what we're saying them...] guess you don't
wazt to repeat, though.

No.

Well, Walter can call you and read it to you if you want
him to read it to you..er do you have time?

Well, 1 can get somabedy to....
Wakt I'm saying is this aflermoon at 4 o’clock. ..
All right.

Walter....call himas soem as yon eaa.  .......

And, I don't belleve I want to say that the old program is
my pregram ...l wamt to say om forsiga policy that we're
going to have a cortizmily and not confusion and that I
smbraced staps that've beea taksa but I dox't want every
time they wani to ses what Jokason's programis. go look
and see what Kenoedy sald. .

Well, I'm coacerned about . ..about you mot saying anything.

Well, wait a miauts, Buss...thst might....you mean you
thini if I don't say it...that they’ll say that we're not

carrying ea.

Yes sir...and I just den’t knew what else you can homorably do
excapt to say that yeu're earrying oa.

Asp for eur programs.. .the progmam of this Administration

-« .is already before you and I urgently commend actica on it. ...
I've got that of the thrift and that of the frugality and I've to have
that stuil for Abe (or Dave?) and the otber fellows I've got there

and I've got to have that im it a=nd the imternational thing..I don't
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LBJ
{Comt'd)
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koow whether you're godng to be able to get that in two
pages or not, but, aayway, I'll lst you go and Walter

vmmlyouonthtoth.rmai‘wmtom
All right.

Bye
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