
J. Edgar Hoover Told W
arren Com

m
ission That O

sw
ald's Killer 

W
as an Inform

er for the B
ureau, B

ut Inform
ation W

as Ignored 

JACK RUBY W
O

RKED FO
R FBI! 

N
ightclub ow

ner. Jack R
uby w

as an inform
ant for the Federal B

ureau 
of 'Investigation and the W

arren C
om

m
ission kept this from

 the 
A

m
erican public. 

R
uby w

as w
orking w

ith the FB
I during the period w

hen he traveled to 
C

uba, w
hich w

as then controlled by the M
afia. 

T
he feisty little hoodlum

 ceased to feed the FB
I inform

ation the sam
e 

m
onth that L

ee H
arV

ey O
sw

ald defected to R
ussia, cursed the U

nited 
States, and offered aid and com

fort to the enem
y. 

O
fficially, W

arren C
om

m
ission m

em
bers have constantly denied that 

O
sw

ald and R
uby had connections w

ith U
.S. intelligence agencies. 

H
O

W
E

V
E

R
, A

 p
reviou

sly-classified
 

W
arren C

om
m

ission docum
ent has surfaced 

that proves that R
uby w

as an F
B

I inform
er in 

1959. T
h

e sou
rce is n

o less th
an

 J. E
d

gar 
H

oover, the late director of the F
B

I. 
F

our years later, R
uby w

alked through a 
cordon of policem

en in the basem
ent of the 

D
allas C

ity H
all an

d
 fired

 on
e sh

ot th
at 

forever silen
ced

 L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald
, th

e 
accused assassin bf P

resident K
ennedy. 

T
he day before O

sw
ald told new

sm
en "I 

didn't kill anybody, no sir," but the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission 10 m

onths later nam
ed O

sw
ald 

as the sole assassin, acting alone. 
A

 letter confirm
ing that R

uby w
as an F

B
I 

inform
ant w

as found in the N
ational A

rchives 
. by private researchers and m

ade available to 
T

A
T

T
L

E
R

 b
y L

ou
 S

tap
les, a p

rom
in

en
t 

D
allas n

ew
sm

an
 w

h
o h

as sp
en

t fou
r years 

researching the assassination. 

, J
. E

D
G

A
R

 H
O

O
V

E
R

 sen
t a th

ree-p
age 

letter telling of R
uby's F

B
I 'connection to J. 

L
ee R

ankin, general counsel for the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission, on June 9, 1964. 

T
h

e letter, C
om

m
ission

 D
ocu

m
en

t 1052, 
w

as left out of the 26 volum
es of the W

arren 
C

om
m

ission R
eport 

R
uby w

as one of 10 nam
es that R

ankin had 



requested that H
oover provide sum

m
aries of 

FB
I reports. 

i "C
ertain inform

ation regarding the contact 
of Special agent C

harles W
. Flynn w

ith Jack 
R

u
b

y ea M
itch

 11, 1959, is h
erew

ith
 

nehaew
iedged." 

A
gent Flynn, w

ho operated out of the D
allas 

F
B

I office, contacted R
uby "In view

 of his 
position as a nightclub operator w

ho m
ight 

have know
ledge of the crim

inal elem
ent in 

D
allas," H

oover continued. 	
• 

"T
H

E
 P

U
R

P
O

SE
 O

F
 thir; contact w

as to 
determ

ine w
hether or not R

uby did have such 
know

ledge, anli if se, if he w
ould be w

illing to 
furnish inform

ation to this bureau." 
A

fter F
lynn advised R

uby of the . F
B

I's 
jurisdiction in crim

inal m
atters, according te'' 

director H
oover,'"he expressed a w

illingness 
to furnish inform

ation. 
"A

 personal description of R
aby w

as ob-
tained by Special A

gent Flynn on the occasion 
of this contact on M

arch 11, 1959, but no in-
form

ation or other results w
ere obtained." 

• B
etw

een M
arch 11, 1959 and O

ct: 2, 1959, 
R

uby w
as contacted on eight other occasions 

by the F
B

I. B
ut, according to H

oover, R
uby 

furnished no inform
ation. 

W
arren C

om
m

ission m
em

bers w
ere In-

terested in a notation in one F
B

I report that 
R

uby w
as a "knoW

n D
allas crim

inal." 

T
H

A
T

 PA
R

T
IC

U
L

A
R

 rem
ark, according to 

H
oover, w

as ad
d

ed
 to th

e d
escrip

tion
 b

y 
Special A

gent L
ouis M

. K
elley in a report 

prepared w
ith Special A

gent M
anning C. 

C
lem

ents at D
allas N

ov. 30, 1963 —
 six days 

after R
u

b
y gu

n
n

ed
 O

sw
ald

 d
ow

n
. b

efcee 
m

illions of television view
ers.. 

In
 a related

 d
eclassified

 C
om

m
ission

 
docum

ent A
gent K

elley explained that be  

referred to R
uby as a "know

n D
allas area 

crim
in

al"
 b

ecau
se h

e h
ad

 b
een

 arrested
 

se
v

e
r
a

l lim
e
s. ' . 

R
uby's intelligence background possibly 

dates back to the 1940s w
hen R

ichard N
ixon 

w
as m

aking headlines as a m
em

ber of the 
H

ouse U
n-A

m
erican A

ctivities C
om

m
ittee. 

A
 Jack R

ubensteht of C
hicago' w

as an In-
form

er for R
ichard N

ixon in connection w
ith 

N
ixon

's efforts to figh
t com

m
u

n
ism

, ac-
cording to Justice D

ept. records. 
Strip joint ow

ner R
uby lived M

 C
hicago 

under the nam
e "Jack R

ubenstein" before he 
m

oved to D
allas. 

Som
e assassination researchers A

re con-
vinced the N

ixon Inform
er w

as the Jack R
uby 

th
at assassin

ated
 O

sw
ald

. O
th

er p
rivate 

researchers believe the B
linn inform

er w
as 

another "Jack R
ubenstein." . 

L
A

T
E

 F
B

I director J. E
don. H

oover 
confirm

ed rum
ors that Jack R

uby did 
Indeed w

ork for the FB
I. H

oover's testi-
m

ony. w
as Included In &

letter he sent to 
. the W

arren C
om

m
ission, but the letter, 

like m
any other Im

portant data sub-
m

itted to the C
om

m
ission, w

as Ignor-
ed. H

oover's statem
ent that L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald's filler w
as an F

B
I Inform

er 
w

as uncovered by investigative report-
ers In the N

ational A
rchives. 

R
u

b
y h

ad
 also u

n
d

ou
b

ted
ly b

een
 an

 In
-

form
er for the D

allas police departm
ent and 

other area law
 enforcem

ent agencies. 
• R

U
B

Y
 W

A
S A

 police buff. H
e liked to hang 

around police stations, be 'close friends w
ith 

policem
en. H

e knew
 D

allas D
ist A

tty. H
enry 

W
ade, w

ho prosecuted R
uby, on a first nam

e 
bases. 	

. 
A

nd after he killed O
sW

ald, he expressed 
the opinion several tim

es that a conspiracy 
w

as b
eh

in
d

 th
e assassin

ation
 of P

resid
en

t 
K

ennedy. A
nd R

uby felt that he, too, w
as the 

victim
 of a' conspiracy and that he had been 

"set up" that m
orning he killed O

sw
ald w

hile 
the assassin w

as surrounded by policem
en. 

"T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission in violation of its 

purpose, of its trust, did protect at least tw
o 

agencies of the federal governm
ent —

 the FB
I 

and the C
IA

," Staples, a popular D
allas radio 

celebrity, told T
A

T
T

L
E

R
. 

R
uby died of cancer in January 1967, soon 

after an appellate court overturned his death 
penalty sentence for O

sw
ald's m

urder and 
granted him

 a new
 trial. 

Som
e W

arren C
oM

m
ission critics believe 

th
at can

cer cells w
ere in

jected
 in

 R
u

b
y to 

bring about his death. 
H

E
 E

X
P

R
E

SSE
D

 the opinion that he w
as 

being Injected w
ith poison only three days 

before be died. 




