
T
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E
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R
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IN

G
 O

F
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 F
A

T
E

F
U

L
 D

A
Y

 began op solem
n note as P

resident • 

K
ennedy, V

ice P
resident Johnson and G

ov: C
onnally (left) bow

ed their heads In • 

prayer at a breakfast to kickoff the K
ennedy tour of D

allas. 
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o

v. C
o

n
n

ally 
T

o
ld

 o
f P

lo
t T

o
 

A
s
s
a
s
s
in

a
te

 H
im

 
B

oth the F
ederal B

ureau of Investigation 
and the T

exas D
epartm

ent of P
ublic Safety 

h
ad

 rep
eated

ly b
een

 forew
arn

ed
 th

at an
 

assassin
ation

 attem
p

t w
ou

ld
 b

e m
ad

e in
 

D
allas. 
S

om
e of th

e ad
van

ce th
reats h

ave b
een

 
m

ade public previously. O
ne originated in 

M
iam

i and a police undercover m
an tape-

recorded a conversation telling of plans to kill 
P

resid
en

t Joh
n

 F
. K

en
n

ed
y w

ith
 a h

igh
-

pow
ered rifle on N

ov. 22, 1963. 
N

ow
 a w

ell-know
n K

ennedy researcher has 
turned up docum

ents in the N
ational A

rchives 
tellin

g w
ith

 eerie p
in

p
oin

t accu
racy w

h
at 

w
ould occur in D

allas. 
C

lassified for years, the docum
ents w

ere 
located in the A

rchivestyR
ichard P

opkin, 
p

rofessor of p
h

ilosop
h

y at W
ash

in
gton

 
U

niversity in St. L
ouis and author of "T

he 
Second O

sw
ald." 

T
H

E
 L

E
T

T
E

R
 W

A
S w

ritten to T
exas G

ov. 
John C

onnally by E
dw

ard F
. B

ray of P
ort-

land, O
regon, on A

ug. 12, 1963, three m
onths 

before K
ennedy w

as assassinated and C
on-

nally w
as w

ounded by shots fired into the 
open top lim

ousine in w
hich they w

ere riding 
in D

allas. 
T

he letter w
as presum

ably turned over to  

th
e D

P
D

, w
h

ich
 is in

 ch
arge of p

rovid
in

g 
security for the governor. 

C
onnally had served as Secw

etary of the 
N

avy u
n

d
er P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y. H
e w

as 
replaced by another T

exan, Fred K
orth, w

hen 
C

onnally left the cabinet to run for governor 
of T

exas. 
B

ray, in
 th

e letter to C
on

n
ally, listed

 
him

self as a "field engineer," w
rote that a 

p
lot w

as b
ein

g h
atch

ed
 again

st C
on

n
ally 

because be w
as being blam

ed for the A
prif10, 

1963 T
hresher disaster. 

T
H

E
 S

U
B

M
A

R
IN

E
 san

k
 off th

e N
ew

 
E

ngland coast, killing 129 m
en in the w

orst 
such naval disaster in history. 

"A
 plot is under w

ay to assarrabiate you," 
B

ray says in the docum
ent that is now

 public 
record. 

"A
s a form

er Secretary of the N
avy you are 

w
ell aw

are of th
e S

u
b

m
arin

e T
h

resh
er 

d
isaster an

d
 h

ow
 th

e B
en

d
ix C

orp
. u

sed
 

fraudulent pressure depth curves on equip-
m

ent designed and built by B
endix for sub-

m
arines of the T

hresher class. 
"A

n organization, know
n as T

H
E

 JU
ST

IC
E

 
F

O
R

 T
H

E
 C

R
E

W
 O

F
 T

H
E

 T
H

R
E

SH
E

R
 is 

being form
ed. F

orm
er servicem

en, w
ith a 

gru
d

ge again
st th

e m
ilitary, are _b

ein
g  

recru
ited

. T
h

ere are tw
o grou

p
s of th

is 
organization, one in D

allas, T
exas, and the 

oth
er in

 C
olu

m
b

u
s, O

h
io. - 

"Sir, I B
E

G
 of you, if you do visit D

allas and 
ride in an open car, PL

E
A

SE
 do not allow

 any 
of your loved ones to ride in an open car w

ith 
you. 

"IF
 A

 SN
IP

E
R

'S bullett (sic), m
eant for 

you, w
as -fired from

 a high-pow
ered rifle by 

one of these disgruntled form
er servicem

en 
struck one of your loved on instead of you, 
ST

O
P

 and ask yourself, w
ould I be able to  

carry this tragedy w
ith m

e the balance of m
y 

life? 
`R

espectfully yours" ' 
T

h
irt-en

 m
on

th
s after th

is letter w
as 

w
ritten, ten m

onths after K
ennedy w

as killed 
/an

d
 C

on
n

ally w
as w

ou
n

d
ed

, th
e W

arren
 

C
om

m
ission concluded: 

A
 disgruntled form

er servicem
an nam

ed 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as a sniper w
ho fired 

th
ree sh

ots from
 a b

igh
p

ow
ered

 rifle in
 

D
allas, tw

o of the shots finding their m
arks. 

R
ecent attem

pts to locate B
ray have been 

unsuccessful. 


