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-
I Prieln,r0 crijt  

I  (speciot to The Time-Plcovone) 
MERI'D'IAN, Miss. — Thomas 

Albert Tarrants III, a Ku Klux 
Klansman convicted here in 
1968 and sentenced to 30 years 
in the state penitentiary for plac-
ing a bomb at the home of Mey-
er Davidson, a local business-
man, has asked the U.S. Su-
preme Court to take jurisdiction 
in the case and overturn the 
conviction. 

Tarrants, a native of Mobile, 
Ala., filed a petition to the Su-
preme Court charging that his 
constitutional rights were violat-
ed in his trial in Meridian in 
1968. 

A Lauderdale County circuit 
court jury in November 1968 
found Tarrants guilty on the 
bomb charge and Judge Lester 
Williamson sentenced him to 30 
years at Parchman. This past 
summer the state supreme 
court upheld the conviction. 

Tarrants was given a mental 
evaluation by the staff of the 
state hospital at Whitfield prior 
to the state supreme court's rul-
ing and he was delcared men-
tally competent at that time. 

In the petition to the U.S. Su-
preme Court, defense attorneys 
charged that Tarrants' convic-
tion should be overturned for a 
number of reasons, including 
the failure of the state to grant 
him a pretrial mental examina-
tion. 

The petition also charges 
there was excessive pretrial 
publicity and the trial should 
have been transferred to anoth-
er city or a continuance grant-
ed. 

Attorneys also attacked the 
state stature under which Tar-
rants was convited, contending 
it was not applicable and that 
evidence concerning inVenile 
records and privileged cbmmU- 
nications with a psychiatrist 
should not have been admitted 

tlito evidence. 

 


